
The preschool is an institution that contributes to constructions of nature, 

as nature is a part of the preschool's educational aim and practice. 

This PhD project zooms in on nature in preschool: What is nature in Swedish 
preschool? How is it constructed, by whom and for what purposes? 

Background
Preschool is the first formal 
step in the Swedish 
educational system with 
education for sustainable 
development (ESD) as a 
part of recently revised 
curricula (Skolverket, 2018). 
In Sweden, almost all 
children under the age of six 
attend preschool, where they 
take part of activities that 
include relations with nature. 
In Sweden, nature is a self-
evident component in any 
good childhood (Halldén, 
2009) and a part of the 
preschool institution in 
several ways, both 
historically and in the current 
curricula. 

When it comes to ESD it is 
the ecological dimension, 
including connecting children 
to nature, that is the most 
prominent in Swedish 
preschools (Ärlemalm-Hagsér
& Sundberg, 2016). 

But nature and ESD are also 
connected to norms and 
underlying truths about who 
can be included when 
entangling with nature and 
who is competent enough to 
save the world (Harju et al., 
2021; Ideland, 2018). 

Methodology
The study will be carried out in 
a municipality in Sweden, by 
focusing on nature on different 
levels within the preschool 
organization. Both the 
administrative level and in 
everyday preschool settings, 
involving children, materials, 
and educators. I will conduct 
both document studies and 
ethnographical fieldwork. 
I have just started my 
ethnographic fieldwork on a 
preschool, taking fieldnotes 
and photographs of the 
preschool environments and 
materials. I have also collected 
some documents that could be 
of interest.

The theoretical underpinning of 
the project is that different 
constructions of nature and 
society shape each other. 
Society, materials, and 
individuals interact, and nature 
is constructed on several 
levels. Fining an interest in the  
connections that create nature. 

The idea is to approach this 
research area with an actor-
network theory (ANT) 
perspective. But which 
possibilities and limitations of 
ANT needs to be considered 
in different stages of the 
research process? 
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How to analyze?

How do I know which actor-networks to follow? 
And how do I avoid getting stuck in a descriptive manner?


