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Abstract

In response to the conflict in eastern Ukraine that began in April 2014, thousands
of Ukrainians voluntarily enrolled to various paramilitary battalions. Except the
Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps, all battalions have been incorporated
into official defense and security structures. This study investigates why some
combatants choose to serve in the paramilitary Right Sector’s Volunteer
Ukrainian Corps rather than join the state-sanctioned military, and specifically
how this choice is influenced by uncertainty. This multisite case study is
conducted with volunteer fighters in the regions of Odesa and Donetsk, using data
collected through interviews, observations and through the review of documents.
The study applies uncertainty-identity theory, which explores how uncertainty in
an individual’s own life, or their environment can prompt them to seek structure
through belonging to a group or ascribing to an ideology. This theory is applied to
understand how participants’ identification with the paramilitary Volunteer
Ukrainian Corps might influence their feelings of self-uncertainty. The data led to
six themes: Russian aggression; patriots and opportunists; enemies among us;
trust, confidence and cohesion; sworn brothers; and construction of uncertainty.
These themes help to understand the motivations of participants, but also how
uncertainty is constructed through the membership in the Right Sector’ s
Volunteer Ukrainian Corps. The findings of this study give a holistic account
about participants’ feelings of self-uncertainty through their multifaceted and
complex experiences. Analysis of the data revealed that the clear group prototype
and the high entitativity of the Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps
increased participants’ self-confidence, which inspired their continued
identification with the group.

Key words: Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps, volunteer fighters,
motivations, paramilitary, uncertainty, extremism, case study, Ukraine, Odesa,

Donetsk.
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“In the absence of actual certainty in the midst of a precarious and hazardous
world, men cultivate all sorts of things that would give them the feeling of

certainty”.
John Dewey
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1. Introduction

The nature of contemporary warfare has changed during the era of globalization
(Kaldor, 2013: 72). The involvement of multiple non-state armed groups and a
breakdown of the state’s monopoly on violence typifies these ‘new wars’, and this
characteristic is more or less evident in most present-day conflicts worldwide
(ibid: 185). The overall tendency to join non-state military units makes the
profiles and motivations of fighters in paramilitary groups a compelling
phenomenon for academics, and although individual motivations of combatants
have been the focus of research for years, “there is still no consensus over the
question: What motivates combatants to fight?” (MaleSevi¢ and Dochartaigh,
2018: 293).

Nowadays, countries across the world struggle with huge uncertainty regarding
the honesty and true intentions of ‘governance’ and ‘security policies’ (Kaldor,
2012: 187). Growing complaint leading to popular uprisings following the
financial crisis, particularly in Europe, have been attributed to distrust in official
state institutions (ibid). Within some five years, Ukraine went through the Maidan
revolution, a coup d’état, the Russian annexation of the Crimean Peninsula and
hostilities in the Donbas region in East Ukraine (Malyarenko and Galbreath, 2016
:113). Research within social psychology suggests a relationship between a
person’s self-uncertainty and extremism (Hogg, et. al., 2013: 413). Consequently,
in the midst of this social and political turbulence in Ukraine, motivations to join
paramilitary units of the Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps' (RS’ VUC)
present a highly relevant case for study.

Although most volunteer battalions in Ukraine have been incorporated into
official security structures under state control, RS’ VUC is the only battalion that
acts independently (Puglisi, 2015: 7). Currently most of the battalions in Ukraine
have been incorporated into state structures, and act under the official command
of either the Ministry of Defense (MoD) or the Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MolA) within the hierarchy of Anti-Terrorist Operation” (ibid: 4). RS’ VUC is an

exception and operates on its own (Kéihko, 2018: 161).

' In Ukrainian: JJo6poBonbsunii Ypaincekuit Koprmyc Ipasuii cextop (YK IIC).
> ATO was launched in 2014 by the Ukrainian interim government to counter the pro-Russian
separatism in the eastern Ukraine, See K&ihko (2018).
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The conflict in East Ukraine is far from being resolved. It becomes important
to understand why individuals choose a paramilitary extreme group such as RS’
VUC over other formal battalions under state control. Applying a case study
approach, this thesis investigates the motivations to join RS’ VUC, by using the
theory of uncertainty-identity as a starting point.

1.1 Research problem

Several studies have focused on the social psychological factor of identity
uncertainty in explaining the motivations to join extremist groups (Goldman,
Giles and Hogg, 2014; Doosie and van den Boss, 2013; Webber et. al., 2018). As
argued by researchers like Michael Hogg, when individuals experience
uncertainty in their own life or their immediate surroundings, referred to as “self-
uncertainty”, extreme groups and ideologies become attractive as a means of
providing clear structures to counteract those uncertainties (Hogg, et. Al,
2013:413). This theory is explained in detail in chapter four of this thesis. This
study tentatively implies the definition of “extreme” as “exceeding the ordinary,
usual or expected” (Merriam-Webster, Inc., 1986, p. 441). This definition of
extremism will be discussed and justified in greater detail in chapter 3.1.

The deficiency of social psychological research in understanding the
phenomenon of extremism has been its reliance mainly on quantitative and
experimental studies (Ginges, Atran, Sachdeva, and Medin, 2011: 36). Therefore,
through the lens of uncertainty-identity theory this qualitative case study will
investigate the motivations for extremist behavior in the field, sticking to the
premises of naturalistic inquiry (Guba and Lincoln, 1985: 39-41). Furthermore,
there are very few studies examining the motivations of individuals who decide to
join voluntary battalions in the east of Ukraine. The scarcity of research on the
profiles of Ukrainian volunteer fighters and their motivations can probably be
ascribed to the methodological obstacles mentioned in the existing research, such
as difficulties attaining reliable primary data and lack of access to conduct field
studies (Karagiannis 2016; Malyarenko and Galbreath 2016: 117). The main
deficiency of literature on combat motivations in the Ukrainian conflict is that RS’
VUC fighters as a group go largely unnoticed and underrepresented. The
motivations of individuals to join Right Sector’s (RS) deadly corps in eastern
Ukraine remain mostly unexplored by the academia. Most studies about the RS
are descriptive, focusing on the ideological dimensions of RS’ political party and
its role in Maydan revolution (Likhachev, 2015; Ishchenko, 2016).

The purpose of this study is to advance an in-depth understanding of fighters’

motivations for joining RS’ VUC, as well as to explore the mental profiles of
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fighters who belong to what is currently an understudied group. Unlike other
literature on combat motivation in the Ukrainian conflict, this study more
specifically seeks to understand why people choose a route outside of state
control. This study presents an opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the
reasons for joining RS’ VUC from the perspectives of fighters rather than through
quantitative and experimental studies. Uncertainty-identity theory is a useful tool
in understanding the motivations of fighters who join RS’ VUC. Uncertainty-
identity theory enables to examine extreme attitudes and behavior in terms of
social identity and social categorization processes, which is highly relevant for
understanding why individuals join extreme groups (Hogg, 2012: 73). Using this
theory, the study will attempt to make sense of fighters’ accounts and perspectives
of the world around them. The purpose of this study is to better understand the
role of this social psychological concept of self-uncertainty in accounting for

extremist behavior.

1.2. Aim and research questions

Case studies are undertaken to make the case understandable (Stake, 1995: 85).
This qualitative case study aims to understand how uncertainty influences
individuals who decide to join RS’ VUC, by examining the case of fighters’
motivations for engaging in extra-legal paramilitary activities in eastern Ukraine.

For this purpose, the central question to be explored is:

How is ‘uncertainty’ constructed through identification with the RS’
yuc?

At this stage in the research, the motivations for volunteer enrollment to RS’ VUC
are explored from the social psychological perspective, namely in the light of
uncertainty-identity theory. Grounded in the work of Michael Hogg, motivation to
identify with extreme groups is explained by the urgent need to reduce feelings of
self-uncertainty (Hogg, 2012: 71-72). The main research question is explored
through the case of motivations for volunteer enrollment to RS’ VUC. More
specifically, through their interpretation of self-uncertainty in the everyday
civilian life and in a soldier life at the frontline. The operational questions that

will assist the central question are:

1) How do fighters describe their motivations to join RS’ VUC in east
Ukraine?



This question touches on the push factors that induce fighters to join
RS’ VUC.

2) How do fighters interpret their decision to choose RS’ VUC over other
military units under state control?
This question presents an interesting puzzle that remains largely
unaddressed by mainstream academia. This question seeks to reveal
the preferences of fighters to choose extreme paramilitary corps over
those military units that operate legally, given that individuals who
join RS’ VUC could easily join other battalions under state control

and fight pro-Russian separatists there.

3) How is self-uncertainty experienced by volunteer fighters in the
civilian life and in the war zone?
This question goes into the core of uncertainty-identity theory. It tries
to understand how fighters construct their experiences of uncertainty

in the everyday civilian life and at the frontline.

4) What organizational features are perceived by the fighters of RS’
VUC to serve as attractive group prototypes able to influence feelings
of self-uncertainty?

This question addresses the meanings that fighters bring to their
enrollment to RS’ VUC. More specifically, it touches on factors that
pull fighters to join RS’ VUC, and questions what is so appealing
about the identification with these military units. The concepts of

group prototype and entitativity are covered by this question.

5) What is the nature of relationships among fighters in their respective
corps?
This is where the social psychological aspects of this investigation
come into play. The relationship between in-group members is
observed in the field to understand how identification with RS’ VUC

influences fighters’ feelings of uncertainty.

The study aims not only to fill an important gap in the literature but also to
contribute to a better understanding of the issue for broader audiences such as

students, researchers, other practitioners in the field and funding organizations.



1.3 Relevance to Peace and Conflict Studies

Ukraine is in an ongoing war with the pro-Russian separatists in the east of the
country. According to Galtung’s typology, violence can be expressed in direct,
structural and cultural forms (1969: 170-171). Volunteer fighters including those
who enroll to RS’ VUC travel to east Ukraine to participate in combat. Since these
fighters participate in ‘killing’ and ‘maiming’, this falls into the category of direct
violence in Galtung’s typology of violence (1990: 292).

Moreover, this study adds to the PACS literature on combat motivations through
the meaning’s fighters bring to their experiences, specifically paramilitary fighter
motivations in the context of the Ukrainian conflict. Despite many articles written
on paramilitary combat motivations, few of them are based on primary data such
as firsthand accounts from fighters themselves (Dawson and Amarasingam, 2017:
191).

1.4 Delimitations

This study has several delimitations that need to be addressed. The research site is
limited to two regions: Odesa in the south of Ukraine and Donetsk in the east
Ukraine, which renders non-generalizable results. The study is limited to
qualitative case study methodology (Stake, 1985: 16) and will not include other
quantifiable measures such as survey methods or statistics. The data collection is
confined to two months of fieldwork (mid-March to mid-May 2019), seven in-
depth interviews, twenty-three hours of participant observation and the review of
documents relating to RS’ VUC activities. This thesis does not argue that self-
uncertainty is the only reason why people are joining RS’ VUC, but it only
investigates the role that uncertainty plays in why people join this paramilitary
group. The study will not go into the detailed discussion about political extremism
or the process of radicalization. Neither will it capture the complex relationship
between state and non-state military structures. The study will rather focus on
fighters’ subjective constructions of uncertainty in relation to their decisions to
join RS’ VUC. This study will be limited only to the fighters of RS’ VUC.
Members of other branches of RS such as the political party or RS’s Youth
Movement’ are not included. Lastly, individuals who have been subject to
compulsory conscription in the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) or who have
voluntarily enrolled to various formal battalions controlled by state authorities

will not be included as research participants in this study.

’ IIpaBa MoJoas - yKkpaiHchka MOJTOAKHA opramizamis, Right Youth along with the political
party Right Sector, ITosituuna ITapTia IIpaBuii cexrop, are not the focus of this study.
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1.5 Chapter outline

This thesis is comprised of seven chapters, including this introductory chapter.
The second chapter presents a brief historical background of events leading to the
conflict in east Ukraine as well as the creation of RS’ VUC. The third chapter
outlines the previous research on motivations to join extreme groups and the
paramilitary combat motivations in Ukraine. The fourth chapter presents the
theoretical framework of the thesis and discusses the concept of uncertainty. The
fifth chapter discusses the methodology, research design and the methods of data
collection. The sixth chapter introduces the analysis of data. This chapter is
organized into subchapters in line with the research questions and these
subchapters seek to answer the operational research questions of this study.
Finally, the last chapter encompasses the concluding remarks and thoughts about

the findings, as well as recommendations for future research.



2. Historical background

2.1 Maidan Revolution

Since November 2013 Ukraine experienced some major events that changed its
political landscape, territories and brought about conflict in east Ukraine (Kéaihko,
2018: 148). Popular uprisings in November 2013 were caused in response to,
among other issues, the failure of the then-current government to seek closer
relationships with European Union (Yekelchyk, 2015: 3-4). Within a short period
of time small scale protests were transformed into a nationwide revolutionary
force that beside European integration were also concerned with the widespread
corruption and the inadequacy of the Yanukovych® government (Zabyelina, 2019:
277). The Maidan Revolution, also called the Revolution of Dignity, quickly
turned into a violent confrontation between the protesters and police, which
resulted in the overthrowing of the then pro-Russian president Viktor Yanukovych
who flew to Russian Federation in February 2014 (Yekelchyk, 2015: 3-4).
Experienced activists mainly with ultranationalist dispositions swiftly organized
and assisted protesters in fighting back against the police violence (Zabyelina,
2019: 284). This violent confrontation during the Maidan protests resulted in over
one hundred deaths and many injuries that left the country with interim
government that lacked legitimacy, especially in the eyes of Russia (Kiihkd,
2018: 148). As a result of the Maidan revolution Ukraine became “politically
divided and institutionally fragmented” (ibid: 151).

2.2 The Russo-Ukrainian conflict

The victory of the protesters in the Maidan revolution and the overthrow of the
pro-Russian president Viktor Yanukovych disappointed the Russian political elite,
which resulted in the annexation of the Crimean Peninsula’ into the Russian
Federation (Yekelchyk, 2015: 4). After Crimean Peninsula was seized, Russia
actively fueled separatism in the east Ukraine (Kdihkd, 2018: 148). Whereas the

annexation of Crimea did not provoke violence, further developments in Donbas

* Vikto Yanukovych acted as the president of Ukraine from 2010-2013, see Yekelchyk (2015).
> See Yekelchyk, (2015), pp. 131-132.



region® turned into overt hostilities (Malyarenko and Galbreath, 2016: 113).
Subsequent violence that led to conflict in east Ukraine was initiated in the
beginning of April 2014 (Karagiannis, 2016: 139). The hostilities in the Donetsk
and Luhansk regions in eastern Ukraine combine elements of both implicit foreign
occupation and civil war (Yekelchyk, 2015: 5). In April 2014 thousands of
individuals with little or no military experience enrolled into the pro-Ukrainian
battalions to fight Russian-backed separatists in east Ukraine (Karagiannis, 2016:
140).

2.3 Ukrainian paramilitary battalions

Although the focus of this study is on the RS’ VUC, some general information on
other Ukrainian paramilitary battalions will help in understanding the whole
picture. Initially, volunteer battalions were formed in April-May 2014 when it
became evident that the pro-Russian separatists strived to control most of the
Donbass region in eastern Ukraine (Karagiannis 2016:143). According to
Ukrainian law, explicit participation of any paramilitary battalion in open military
confrontation is prohibited (Malyarenko and Galbreath, 2016: 123). Yet, far-right
nationalist groups of vigilantes acted as guarantors of law and security by forming
into paramilitary formations that used extra-legal violence. (Zabyelina, 2019:
277).

The new president of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko, signed a decree calling all
paramilitary battalions to “disarm and subordinate” to either the MoD or MolA
(Poroshenko, 2015, No. 341). Eventually, all Ukrainian volunteer paramilitary
battalions were incorporated into formal defense and security structures under
state control (Puglisi, 2015: 7; Kdihko, 2018: 159). RS’ VUC stands as the only
battalion that chose not to be subordinated (Puglisi, 2015: 7; Kdihko, 2018: 161).
After paramilitary battalions were incorporated into formal state institutions some
fighters even preferred to leave their battalions and to join RS’ VUC (Kiihko,
2018: 162).

2.4 Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps

Today Ukrainian nationalist formations, including RS consider themselves the
descendants of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Marples, 2006: 555-

% Donetsk and Luhansk regions combined together are often called as Donbas, see Yekelchyk,
134-135.



56). The historical leader of all Ukrainian nationalists Stepan Bandera’ is
considered by some as a national hero, yet there are many others who view him as
“the epitome of evil, treachery, and as a collaborator with the Hitler regime” (ibid:
565).

RS’ VUC is one of the three branches of the organization called Right Sector
(“About Pravyi Sector”, n.d.). RS has three branches of activities: RS political
party, RS Youth Movement, and a paramilitary battalion comprised of Volunteer
Ukrainian Corps (ibid). The first RS battalion was created within the confines of
the RS nationalist organization (Puglisi, 2015: 7). RS in turn was established
during the Maidan revolution in November 2013 when several nationalist groups
united to form a coalition called RS (Zabyelina, 2019: 284). Despite being small
in numbers, members of RS were able to organize into “lethally armed self-
defense hundreds™® that further laid the foundation of the battalion of RS’ VUC
(Shekhovtsov and Umland, 2014: 59).

The main objective of RS’ VUC is to achieve “liberation of Ukraine from
Kremlin’s’ control” and to “clean the Ukrainian government from internal
oligarchic occupation” (Zabyelina, 2019:287). RS’ VUC is not subordinated to
any state institution, which means it neither presents reports nor takes orders from
any formal defense or security institution concerning its use of violence (ibid:
288). Because of its illegal status, the fighting units of RS’ VUC are not supplied
with weapons by the Ukrainian state, and they mainly arm themselves by
obtaining trophy weapons in the course of hostilities (Zabyelina, 2019: 287).

The next chapter will review the literature that attempt to understand combat

motivations and explain why individuals join extra-legal paramilitary groups.

7 Stepan Bandera is a contoversial figure in both Ukraine and Russsia due to his alleged
cooperation with Nazi Germany during the Second World War. See David Marple (2006).

¥ Self-defense hundreds, sotnyas in Russian, pe3epBHas COTHS caMOOGOPOHBL.

’ Kremlin is associated with the capital Moscow, and the Russian government. See Zabyelina
(2019).



3. Literature review

This chapter will introduce the reader to studies on paramilitary combat
motivations, and on research that focuses on the causal links between joining
extreme groups and uncertainty. The chapter ends with studies that emphasize on
paramilitary motivations in Ukraine, as well as with perspectives about the

positioning of this thesis within the existing academia.

3.1 Paramilitary combat motivations

Before starting to review the existing studies on paramilitary combat motivations,
and especially motivations to join extreme groups, it would be beneficial to define
the term ’extremism’ as it is understood in the epistemological position of this
study. This study sticks to the definition of extremism that defines the term as a
“deviancy from a general pattern of behavior or attitude that prevails in a given
social context” (Webber et al., 2018: 272). This use of ‘extremism’ is well
established in PACS literature on 'new wars’ and in social psychology as seen in
(Kaldor 2012; Kruglanski et. al., and Webber et. al., 2018). According to this
definition, the choice to join a paramilitary group is considered as an extreme act
in comparison with e.g., the choice to join regular armed forces under state
control. What makes then individuals to defy from generally accepted norms and
incline towards more extreme forms of social and political engagement? To get a
better understanding of this phenomenon, as well as to understand what motivate
and sustain fighters in the battlefield, the findings of other studies on combat
motivations are further presented.

In today’s new wars within the framework of a globalized world, individuals
who join paramilitary groups often consist of “unemployed young men in search
of a living, motivated by a cause or an adventure” (Kaldor, 2012: 98). On the
other hand, Elisabeth Jean Wood found in her study that in 1980s individuals in El
Salvador joined the left-wing insurgency for moral and emotional purposes (2003:
235). Similarly, the motivations of individuals to join extremist groups in Syria
and Iraq can be attributed to “personal rather than political factors” (The Soufan
Group, 2015: 6). A quest for “belonging, purpose, adventure, and friendship”

seem to serve as the main motivation for people who decide to join the ISIS'

' Islamic State in Iraq and Syria.
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(ibid). Cottee and Hayward suggest that joining extremist groups alleviate the
feelings of “existential frustration” in the midst of a boring and meaningless world
(2011: 978-979). In their study of foreign fighters’ motivations to join extremist
groups in Syria and Iraq, Dawson and Amarasingam (2017) found that along with
existential pull factors, religious ideology may be a key factor informing the
motivations of these combatants (p. 206).

In the study of Irish and Bosnian Serb paramilitary groups IRA'' and VRS'?,
MaleSevi¢ and Dochartaigh (2018) found that “ideology obscures much more
powerful and important motivations at the micro-level” (p. 321). Social loyalties,
“inter-personal bonds”, “micro level solidarity” and a wish to contribute
motivated more than a mere dedication to the nationalistic ideology (ibid). As is
evident, one factor that previous research on paramilitary combatants has not

addressed is the social psychological factor of uncertainty.

3.2 Extremism and Uncertainty

The concept of uncertainty and its role in the decision to join extreme groups have
been a subject of interest for scholars within the field of social psychology. In
their quantitative study of Muslim Dutch adolescents, by using survey
questionnaire Doosje and van den Boss found a causal relationship between
“personal uncertainty” and “radical belief system” (2013: 589-590). In another
study of convicted religious extremists in Philippines, by using survey
questionnaire it was demonstrated that “significance loss” weakened “individual
self-confidence”, which in its turn elevated the attractiveness of “extreme
ideologies that offer simplistic, certainty-affording worldviews” (Webber et al.,
2018: 274). Another study of ethno-nationalist extremists and several other
studies present evidence that “personal feelings of insignificance lead to increased
extremism through increased need for closure” (ibid: 280). It is suggested that
feelings of self-uncertainty can be reduced if an individual identifies with strongly
entitative groups and that conditions of uncertainty can push individuals to

participate in extremism (Hogg, Adelman and Blagg, 2010: 79).

3.3 UKkrainian context

Even though since April 2014 thousands of individuals in Ukraine most of whom
had no previous military experience joined pro-Ukrainian armed groups,

information about these individuals is very scarce (Karagiannis, 2016: 139-140).

" The paramilitary Irish Republican Army. See MaleSevi¢ and Dochartaigh, (2018) p 294
"2 Vojska Republike Srpske. The Army of the Serbian Republic in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

11



Based on the findings attained through a qualitative field study in Central
Ukraine, Karagiannis (2016) studied volunteer fighters from various paramilitary
battalions. This study suggests that ideology, social-political norms and emotions
served as powerful motivational forces that enabled paramilitary mobilization into
volunteer battalions in Ukraine (ibid: 149). According to Puglisi (2015), in April
2014 Ukrainian volunteer fighters were motivated to participate in hostilities by
strong feelings of patriotism and had a common goal of liberating their country (p.
9). In his ethnographic study on volunteer battalions in Ukraine, Kdihko (2018)
emphasizes that beside patriotic commitment, volunteer decision to join and fight
in a paramilitary group can also be pursued due to the social advancement and

improved social standing that military experience offers (p. 156).

3.4 Positioning this study

Literature on motivations for joining extreme groups varies depending on the
context. The reviewed literature on individual combat motivations to join extreme
groups, including paramilitary groups has revealed four motivational forces to be
present: ideological, existential, emotional and social psychological. As a point of
departure this thesis can be positioned within the above-mentioned premises. The
literature on paramilitary combat motivations emphasize ideology, “existential
attractiveness”, and emotional attachment to serve as the basic motivations of
fighters to join extreme groups (Dawson and Amarasingam, 2017: 206; Cottee
and Hayward, 2011: pp. 973-74). However, the underlying structural and
psychological component that gives rise to ideological belief and emotions is
overlooked. Moreover, the literature on paramilitary combat motivations fails to
capture why individuals join extreme military groups when they have less extreme
choices to fulfill the same desire and perceived duty to fight in the conflict.
Although Kéihko’s study (2018) hints on the lack of confidence that Ukrainian
volunteer fighters expressed in relation to society and government, it does not
address the larger identity processes involved in the expression of fighters’ self-
uncertainty (pp. 151-152).

Research that applies uncertainty factor to explain extremist attitudes and
behavior use quantitative methods (Doosje and van den Boss, 2013; Webber et.
al., 2018). There is lack of qualitative field studies exploring the meanings
individuals bring to their subjective experiences of uncertainty when they join
extreme groups. Many important issues regarding the identification with extreme
groups remain unresolved (Kruglanski et. al., 2017: 217). These unresolved issues
include “dynamics leading to extremism, the contribution to this phenomenon of

social networks and the place of personality predispositions in this process” (ibid).
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Qualitative field studies on the motivations of individuals who join RS’ VUC
in Ukraine are difficult to find. Existing literature on Ukrainian volunteer
battalions fall short of explaining why individuals join extreme military groups
such as RS’ VUC and not other battalions under state control. By positioning
within the broader literature on paramilitary combat motivations, this thesis will
try to understand the motivations to join RS’ VUC in light of ‘uncertainty identity
theory’.
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4. Theoretical Framework

This chapter serves as a conceptual and theoretical guideline. Following the
discussion on the philosophical assumptions underpinning this study, the second
section of the chapter describes the social psychological concept of uncertainty
and discusses the premises of uncertainty-identity theory. The third section of this
chapter touches on the issue of how uncertainty may lead to extremism.
Uncertainty-identity theory helps to understand the social psychological impulses

in the construction of self-uncertainty and the decision to join RS’ VUC.

4.1 Philosophical assumptions

The role of theory in qualitative research is often unclear due to a widespread
belief of its inductive use (Collins and Stockton, 2018: 7; Creswell and Poth 2018:
24). This study applies theory semi-inductively since an investigation without a
theoretical framework is impossible even in the most eager qualitative research
(Schwandt, 1993: pp. 7-8). Epistemology and the choice of theory are mutually
interdependent (Collins and Stockton, 2018: 6). Similarly, this interdependence is
explicitly presented in this paper through the further selection of the case and
research participants.

The epistemological and ontological assumptions that underpin this study are
based on the theory of social constructivism. “Reality is socially constructed”
(Berger and Luckmann, 1966: 13), and this construction is based upon research
participants’ subjective meanings of their experiences (Guba and Lincoln, 1985:
80). It is important to note that the reality of everyday life is mostly experienced
through “face-to-face” interaction with others where the ‘other’ is presented in
clearly articulated terms (Berger and Luckmann, 1966: 43). “The reality of
everyday life contains typificatory schemes in terms of which others are
apprehended and dealt with in face-to-face encounters” (ibid: 45). Thus, the
subjective understanding of the typificatory schemes such as e.g., a patriot, a
freedom fighter, a separatist or insurgent are developed and grasped within the
face-to-face contact of social interaction (ibid).

Thus, the philosophical conviction of this study can be understood in terms of
the constructivist ‘ontology’ that presents multiple realities of the fighters in RS’

VUC, as well as in terms of ‘epistemology’ where the knowledge derives through
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researcher’s interpretation of participants’ construction of meaning” (Denzin and
Lincoln 2018: 20).

4.2 Uncertainty-Identity Theory

4.2.1 Social Psychology

Social psychology is a scientific inquiry that seeks an understanding and
explanation of “how the thoughts, feelings, and behaviors of individuals are
influenced by the actual, imagined, or implied presence of others” (Allport: 1954:
5). George Mead (1934) links the social constructivist ontology of meaning
produced through multiple realities to the field of social psychology through its
social process of complex subjective interactions in relation to objective reality
(pp. 76-77). Because from a social psychological perspective, “the behavior of an
individual can be understood only in terms of the behavior of the whole social
group of which he is a member” (Mead, 1934: 6). The mind and its subjective
mechanisms awaken through reflexiveness that takes place within mutual
interaction, and where the attitudes of the other towards oneself are experienced
(ibid: 134). In this constructivist perspective there is a relationship between mind
and reality: the objects of our knowledge are not independent but are constructed
by our minds as a result of meaning making interaction with others (ibid).
Accordingly, the self arises through the process of social interaction with other
individuals in a given context (ibid: 164). George Mead (1934) argues that “the ‘I’
reacts to the self which arises through the taking of the attitudes of others and the
‘I’ is the response of the organism to the attitudes of the others” (ibid: 174-175).
This process that involves the “mind as a constructive thinking” builds a bridge
between the given epistemology and the social psychological explanations (ibid:
308).

4.2.2 Uncertainty

Uncertainty is a widespread aspect of life and people constantly make efforts
to minimize feelings of uncertainty since it is impossible for people to be fully
certain (Hogg, 2012: 74). Uncertainty emerges when people find out that their
perceptions, attitudes, feelings and behaviors are in sharp contrast with the rest of
society (Hogg, 2000: 233). Such uncertainty has “a powerful motivational effect”
(ibid: 64). Uncertainty inheres in “interpersonal relationships, group and

intergroup dynamics, or widespread events in the larger society or global
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community” (Hogg, Kruglanski, van den Bos 2013: 411). Economic crisis,
immigration, regime collapse and even climate change can all provoke intense and
lasting feelings of uncertainty among people (ibid: 407). Consequently, the social
and political tensions in Ukraine, since 2013 (Malyarenko and Galbreath, 2016
:113) can be the source of uncertainty. People constantly strive to minimize such
uncertainties so that they can experience less uncertainty about their social
surrounding, which will provide a more predictable environment where
individuals can behave more effectively (Hogg, 2012: 64). Uncertainty matters
most, and triggers motivations to reduce it when individuals either feel uncertain
about certain things related to self or when people feel uncertain about their
identity (ibid: 64-65). People prefer an unambiguous comprehension of self, as
well as a predictable relationship with other members of a society because they
make efforts to construct “a coherent and meaningful worldview” (ibid: 65).
Uncertainty can also be experienced differently depending on the context. This
study concentrates on that dimension of uncertainty that is relevant to individual
self. Because “self is likely to have the greatest motivational force and the self is
the critical organizing principle, for perceptions, feelings, and behaviors™ (ibid:
66).

4.2.3 Uncertainty—ldentity Theory

Uncertainty-identity theory is concerned with minimizing the feelings of
uncertainty rather than attaining absolute certainty (Hogg, 2012: 65). According to
Hogg (2012), identification with groups is able to reduce uncertainty, and
therefore group identification serves as a powerful motivational force in reducing
feelings of self-uncertainty (p. 67). Identification with groups is certainly not the
only panacea that deals with uncertainty, but it is remarkably efficient to reduce
feelings of uncertainty relevant to self (ibid). Uncertainty-identity theory can be
defined as ““a social psychological theory of the motivational role played by self-
uncertainty in group processes and intergroup relations” (Wagoner and Hogg,
2017: 1). The basic tenet of this theory is that individuals identify with social
groups to reduce feelings of self-related uncertainty (ibid).

Uncertainty-identity theory was developed as the extension of other social
psychological theories, namely social identity and social categorization theories
(Hogg, 2000: 249). To understand how uncertainty-identity theory works, some
attention must be paid to these two concepts, namely the social identity and social
categorization. Tajfel (1974) defines social identity as “that part of an individual's
self-concept which derives from his knowledge of his membership of a social

group together with the emotional significance attached to that membership” (p.
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69). Social identity theory seeks to understand the dynamics that lead to
individual’s attitudes and behavior in terms of a social rather than a personal
identity (ibid). Social identity theory superficially refers to the motivational aspect
of minimizing uncertainty. Tajfel (1969) argued that individuals join social groups
due to the “search for coherence” (p. 92).

On the other hand, social categorization takes a step further towards one of the
key premises of the uncertainty-identity theory. Social categorization can be
defined as a classification of social surroundings in terms of social groupings that
provide individuals with meaningful comprehension of their place in society
(Tajfel, 1974: 69). It is suggested that an individual will join new social groups if
these groups are able to reinforce “the positive aspects of his social identity, those
aspects of it from which he derives some satisfaction” (ibid: 69). “Uncertainty
motivates self-categorization”, hence it urges people to join and identify with
groups (Hogg, 2000: 224). Feelings of uncertainty about the rightness of attitudes,
beliefs and perceptions urge people to look for groups whose members share
similar values (Hogg, Kruglanski and van den Boss, 2013: 410). Thus, uncertainty
motivates to identify with like-minded people and join cohesive social groups
(ibid). Identification with groups that share one’s beliefs and attitudes is an
effective antidote that helps to deal and minimize the feelings of self-uncertainty
(ibid: 412).

Uncertainty-identity theory has three main premises:

1. People are motivated to reduce feelings of uncertainty about or related to
themselves;

2. Identifying with a group reduces self-uncertainty because the group's
attributes are cognitively internalized as a prototype that describes and
prescribes how one should behave and be treated by others, and one's
prototype is consensually validated by fellow group members; and

3. Highly entitative groups that are distinctive and clearly defined are most
effective at reducing self-uncertainty (Hogg, 2012: 62).

The main principle of uncertainty-identity theory is that feelings of self-
uncertainty motivate individuals to minimize uncertainty through the process of
self-categorization (ibid: 64). Because “self-categorization as a group member
provides a consensually validated group prototype that describes and prescribes

who one is and how one should behave” (ibid).

4.2.4 Group prototype and entitativity

Group prototype and group entitativity are two basic characteristics in the process

of self-categorization. “Social categorization depersonalizes self-perception in
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terms of in-group and out-group prototypes” (Hogg, 2000: 227). Beside the
depersonalization of self-perception, social categorization also reshapes self-
conception by assimilating individual’s “attitudes, feelings and behaviors to the
in-group prototype” (ibid). The function of prototypes is to “define and prescribe
attitudes, feelings, and behaviors that characterize one group and distinguish it
from other groups” (ibid). A straightforward, clearly articulated, and explicitly
normative prototype can be much more effective in reducing uncertainty than an
intricate, ambiguous and prescriptively vague prototype (Hogg, 2012: 68). After
being depersonalized to suit the group prototype, self becomes altered to suit the
prototypical qualities of a group (Hogg, 2000: 233). “The mechanism of
uncertainty reduction is assimilation of the self to the in-group prototype” (Hogg,
2004: 266). Michael Hogg (2000) argues that “uncertainty motivates people to
identify with groups, particularly high entitativity groups that have clearly defined
prototypes” (p. 248). Consequently, group prototypes such as “conformity,
normative behavior, solidarity, cohesion, intergroup discrimination and in-group
favoritism” explain the further dynamics of attitudes and behavior both towards
in-group and out-group members (Hogg, 2004: 263). Unambiguous prototypes
can be frequently found in high entitativity groups (Hogg, 2012: 68). “Uncertainty
motivates people to identify with groups, particularly high entitativity groups that
have clearly defined prototypes” (Hogg, 2000: 248). The characteristic features of
such high entitativity groups are their distinctiveness, clear structure,
unambiguous membership criteria and the prescriptive qualities defining attitudes
and behavior (Hogg and Adelman, 2013: 437). Moreover, high entitativity groups
are characterized by a well-built in-group loyalty, an unambiguous ideological
belief system that ascribes group members with normative behavior, lack of
dissent within a group, uncompromising ultimate “truth” as well as, “an us versus
them mentality that is highly ethnocentric, and views out-groups as fundamentally

wrong, perhaps evil and immoral” (Hogg, 2005: 215).

4.3 Uncertainty and Extremism

High entitativity groups with clear prototypes are best at reducing uncertainty, and
during extreme uncertainty such groups embrace a powerful ideology (Hogg,
2005: 206). Ideologies that embrace nationalistic and patriotic feelings may arise
in response to uncertainty (ibid: 216). Hogg (2004) further suggests that
extremism is a by-product of uncertainty (p. 271). “Extreme subjective
uncertainty” may induce people to identify with extreme nationalistic, political
and religious groups (ibid: 262). Such groups provide individuals with a strong

identity and these groups are potentially capable to dampen the feelings of self-
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uncertainty (Hogg, 2012: 74). The yearning to reduce feelings of self-uncertainty
is particularly acute during periods of lasting and extreme uncertainties such as
natural disasters, economic hardships, regime change, state reforms, societal
cleavages and civil conflicts (Wagoner and Hogg, 2017: 4-5). Uncertainty not
only motivates people to join high-entitativity groups with clear prototype, but it
also urges people “to defend their in-group from threatening out-groups” (ibid: 7).
People are motivated to reduce their feelings of self-uncertainty through
identifying with extreme groups because extremism implies coherence through “a
black and white perspective, admitting no ambiguous shades of gray” (Klein and
Kruglanski, 2013: 413). Extremist groups are “ultra-entitative” and such groups
can be appealing for people who experience uncertainty, especially extreme
uncertainty (Hogg, 2012: 73).

Nevertheless, Klein and Kruglanski (2013) have pointed to a shortcoming of
uncertainty identity theory, arguing that it fails to specify the main psychological
rationale for the nexus between uncertainty and extremism (p. 420). Although it is
proposed that extremism is effective in reducing uncertainty, it is still unclear how
this process of uncertainty reduction unfolds in real life (ibid). This shortcoming
can probably be explained by relatively few studies that attempt to account for the
phenomenon of uncertainty through the meanings that individuals bring to their
extreme behavior. However, by using the premises of uncertainty-identity theory,
I argue that the turbulent social and political milieu in Ukraine may challenge a
comprehensive sense of self, and ultimately serve as a motivation to join and
identify with RS’ VUC.
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S. Methodology

5.1 Research design

This study is a constructivist and qualitative case study (Yazan 2015:142), striving
to investigate how RS’ VUC fighters construct meanings of their experiences
(Yazan 2015:137), especially their construction and interpretation of self-related
uncertainty in relation to their decision for voluntary enrollment to RS’ VUC.
Qualitative case study research “explores a real-life, contemporary bounded
system through detailed, in-depth data collection involving multiple sources of
data” (Creswell and Poth, 2018: 96). What makes a case bounded, is its
parameters that can describe the case best (ibid: 97). Parameters can represent a
location, a time frame and even people (ibid). Consequently, the case of this thesis
is bounded to the fighters of RS’ VUC who have joined these paramilitary units
since April 2014. As a rule, a case study focuses on present-day and ongoing
real-life cases, “not lost by time” (ibid). The intent of a qualitative case study is
“to gain an in-depth understanding of the situation and meaning of those
involved” (Merriam, 1998: 19). Case studies investigate a particular case to
scrutinize an issue or problem in the case to show the intricacy of the issue (ibid:
121). Issues are used as “a conceptual structure in order to force attention to
complexity and contextuality” (Stake, 1995: 17). This characterizes a single
instrumental case study (Creswell and Poth, 2018: 98), and this research design
will guide my study. An instrumental case study can be understood as an
investigation that has “a research question, a puzzlement, a need for general
understanding, and a feeling that we may get insight into the question by studying
a particular case” (Stake, 1995: 3). A case in the case study can be an individual,
organization, community, decision process or activity (Creswell and Poth, 2018:
97; Stake, 1995: 44).

Since the intent of this study is to understand how fighters construct
uncertainty, the case of fighters’ motivations will demonstrate the meanings
brought to the ‘activity’ of enrollment to RS’ VUC. The case of this study
illustrates ‘fighters’ motivations to join RS’ VUC, and the issues of this case are
demonstrated through the extra-legal nature of this battalion, the preferences to
choose RS’ VUC over other battalions under state control and the role of
extremism in minimizing the feelings of self-uncertainty. The case is bounded to

RS> VUC fighters’ experiences. Hence, a single instrumental case study is a

20



relevant approach to be used as the research design of this study. Of course, other
research approaches could be used to conduct this study, such as ethnography,
narrative study or phenomenology. However, an instrumental case study design is
better suited to gain an in depth understanding of the issues through studying the
case of this thesis. This design is relevant to the posed research problem, and the
questions that have been addressed. Qualitative case study approach is emergent
in nature and is known for its flexibility in the process of data collection and
analysis (Stake, 1995: 9; Merriam, 1998: 28).

One of the shortcomings of the case study approach is its non-generalizable
findings (Stake. 1995: 7; Hamel, 1993: 23). Moreover, a researcher using case
study approach must be ready for unforeseen circumstances, follow academic
rigor, and to be aware that its flexible nature also results in an absence of
structural guidance (Merriam 1998: 20-21). Case study research is also considered
as relatively expensive and time consuming (ibid: 42). In a qualitative case study,
“the researcher is the primary instrument of data collection and analysis”, which
brings about issues related to researcher’s subjectivity and bias ((ibid: 42-43).

All in all, the art of qualitative case study research enables an in-depth
understanding of the case through multiple realities, as well as a holistic picture of

differing, and even divergent views about social reality (Stake, 1995: 12).

5.2 Data Collection

5.2.1 Method

This study was conducted within two months of fieldwork conducted in Ukraine
between the 19th of March and the 21st of May, 2019. The project to conduct a
field study in Ukraine was funded and enabled by SIDA through the MFS
scholarship.

The premises of uncertainty-identity theory, namely the research of Michael
Hogg (2000; 2004; 2012) guided my data collection. The primary data was
collected through in-depth, open ended, semi-structured interviews (Brouneus,
2011: 130) with the volunteer fighters of RS’ VUC, which provided opportunity
to ask predetermined and follow-up questions with flexible wording (Merriam
1998:74). These interviews were conducted to better understand how fighters
construct self-uncertainty when they interpret their decision to join RS’ VUC.
Participants were selected using the strategy of purposeful and snowball sampling,
which is appropriate in a case study of a limited group (Chambliss and Schutt,

2016: 105). Further in the research process, individual fighters who were selected
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through purposeful sampling advised and assisted in contacting other fighters who
could be useful in understanding the case. The overall purpose of the interviews
was to reveal and understand the personal experiences of fighters.

Interviews were conducted in Russian, which served as a lingua franca and was
second a language for me and my research participants. In total seven interviews
were conducted, by using a voice recorder. The average time for the interviews
was one hour.”” These semi-structured interviews focused on five key themes
closely related to the operational questions of this study. These themes explored
the motivations as push factors to join RS’ VUC; attractiveness of the battalion as
a pull factor; construction of self-uncertainty; organizational features of RS’
VUC; and the nature of relationship among RS’ VUC fighters. Another source of
primary data was derived from the direct observation of my research participants
where my role can be explained as more of an observer rather than a participant
(Creswell and Poth, 2018: 168). My presence in the events and activities of RS’
VUC enabled me access to the fighters of this volunteer battalion that consists of
several paramilitary corps. During observations [ jotted down some key
quotations and complemented the field notes with observed information and
comments soon after observation was completed. The participation in the
activities was minimal, and it helped to avoid ‘going native’ or siding with my
research participants (ibid: 57). The data triangulation essential for the purpose of
case study research (Stake, 1995: 107) was completed through the document
review, namely information about RS’ VUC in RS organizational newspaper,
mobilizational brochures and the website of the RS. This will serve as the
secondary source of data. The organization’s quarterly newspaper called Pravyi
Sektor'* is relevant to be used as a documentary source of this case study research
(Stake, 1995: 68; Meyer, 2001: 341).

Interviews and field notes were translated from Russian and documents such as
newspapers were translated from Ukrainian. The translation was enabled by my
skills and fluency in the Russian language, gained through my work experience as
a translator'’. The newspapers were translated with the help of my Ukrainian
friends and acquaintances. Only minor grammatical corrections were made in the
interview transcripts, leaving the text in the quotations unchanged. To ensure
transparency and intersubjectivity, the original quotations in Russian will be

presented in the footnotes.

" The longest interview was one hour and 28 minutes. The shortest interview was 39 minutes.

' ITpaBuit Cexrop.

" T have long work experience in the translation agency called Sprakservice AB, in Malmd,
Sweden.
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5.2.2 Research site

Initially this study was planned to be conducted only in the city of Odesa. The
choice of the second research site and the eventual trip to Donetsk region was
necessitated by the need to observe and interview fighters within a natural setting.
This multisite investigation of the case enabled me to better understand the
research problem and eventually answer the research questions with higher
confidence. Consequently, relying on the emergent design of the qualitative case
study (Stake, 1995: 9), I observed and interviewed some fighters of RS’s VUC in
the town of Karlovka, in Donetsk region. Five interviews were conducted in

Odesa and two interviews in Donetsk.

5.2.3 Research participants

Research participants in this study are bounded to the fighters of RS’s VUC,
and the purposeful sampling does not include members of the RS political party or
RS Youth Movement. All my research participants were paramilitary combatants
of RS’ VUC except one young woman who was present in the battlefield as a
paramedic, although she also carried a weapon. The age of my research
participants ranged from 19 to 50 years old. Five men and two women fighters
were interviewed. One interviewee was from Kiev, two from Donetsk and the rest
were from the Odesa region. Access to research participants was not without
challenges and required time in the field to gain their trust. My strategy for
gaining the trust of research participants was to establish contact with the
gatekeeper and the key informant long before departing to the field (Creswell and
Poth, 2018: 150). The research participants in this study have participated in
paramilitary activities at various periods of time since April 2014. However, this
study can be bounded to the period of this field study that is from March 19™ to
May 21% 2019. More information on the profiles of research participants is

available in the Appendix section (Appendix 4).

5.3 Analysis of material

Data analysis is a meaning making process, and it is concerned with the
interpretation of collected material (Merriam, 1998: 178). In my case, the data
was analyzed simultaneously with data collection, after each interview,
observation and document review was done. All three sources of data were
analyzed by using the techniques of qualitative content analysis, since this method

is concerned with the interpretation of meaning (ibid: 160). Qualitative content

23



analysis can be defined as “a research method for the subjective interpretation of
the content of text data” (Hsieh and Shannon, 2005: 1278), that seeks to produce
“knowledge and understanding of the phenomenon under study” (Downe-
Wamboldt, 1992: 314). The generally accepted procedure of the qualitative
content analysis consists of coding the data into appropriate clusters of
information, from which further categories are developed into thematic patterns
(Morgan, 1993: 114-116; Merriam and Tisdell, 2015: 187). The analysis applied”
open coding” where the goal was to identify data with words and utterances that
appeared to address the issues related to my research questions (Merriam and
Tisdell, 2015: 208). As a type of qualitative content analysis, “conventional
content analysis” allowed the categories derive from the text, which led to the
appearance of new insights (Hsieh and Shannon, 2005: 1279). This inductive
process was accompanied with some deductive reasoning since the data presented
in this study were coded and categorized with the theoretical framework in mind,
which illustrates the semi-inductive nature of the inquiry.

The first phase of coding revealed 96 codes, which were later reduced to more
theoretically relevant codes. These codes were categorized into clusters of
information that at the end became thematically organized sections highlighting

the research questions and the findings of this study (Appendix 1).

5.4 Trustworthiness and dependability

This study will replace the traditional positivist validation and reliability measures
with qualitative criteria such as “credibility, transferability, dependability and
confirmability” (Lincoln and Guba, 1985: 42-43; Shenton, 2004: 64). Similar
strategies have been proposed by various authors to enhance the authenticity of a
qualitative study. These strategies are: consistency of the collected data with the
findings, which verifies the dependability and confirmability of the study
(Merriam and Tisdell, 2015: 250-251); and assessing the credibility of the study
by the data triangulation and the member checking procedures (Stake, 1995: 109;
Merriam, 1998: 204-205; Creswell and Poth, 2018: 262). Although the
transferability of results is generally problematic or even impossible in qualitative
studies (Merriam, 1998: 206; Bednarz, 1985: 303), data triangulation, thick and
rich description, as well as researcher reflexivity will increase the reliability of
this study (Creswell, 2014: 201-202; Merriam, 1998: 211). The problem with
dependability criteria can be explained with the constantly changing dynamics in
the lives of research participants, such as aging and gaining new knowledge

(Tracy, 2013: 229). To ensure the dependability, this study relies on the “reader
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generalizability”, namely the applicability of findings to other cases and other
people that a reader has encountered (Merriam, 1998: 211; Walker, 1980: 34).

To enhance the credibility of this study, the raw interview transcripts and the
draft of the preliminary analysis of themes were sent by e-mail to my research
participants for the purpose of member checking and confirmation. Most of the
research participants confirmed the accuracy of the interview transcripts and even
left some comments concerning my interpretation of their experiences. This
validation strategy enabled me as a researcher to better understand the meanings
that participants bring to their experience (Creswell and Poth, 2018: 262). Some
of the participants came back later to me with comments saying that “the social
psychological factor was somewhat overemphasized and that the political factor
was understated” (P2, P3). The rest of the participants replied and conformed the

accuracy of my interpretation.

5.5 Ethical considerations

The research participants in my study are individuals who have decided to join the
extra-legal paramilitary battalion called RS’ VUC. Hence, the identification of
research participants by their names or even their combat pseudonyms may
endanger and harm their lives. Although some of my participants did not want
their names to be confidential, saying that they were proud nationalist and had
nothing to hide, I still decided not to mention their real names because this may
harm their position both within the organization and the wider society. Therefore,
I refer to my research participants by using the capital letter of ‘P’, standing for
‘Participant’, and further mention them as P1, P2, P3 etc.

During the field study I was totally aware of power imbalances between me
and my research participants, so I made all efforts to be polite, honest, sincere,
respectful and reciprocal with the research participants (Creswell, 2014: 98-100).
Permissions were gained before an interview or participant observation, and
everything was agreed upon in advance with the gatekeeper. I have with all force
tried to avoid being coercive and obtrusive towards my research participants,
letting them speak for themselves in a comfortable and non-coercive environment.
During observations I tried not to disrupt the activities of my research participants
to better understand their experiences in the real-life setting.

Consent forms were presented to my research participants (Appendix 3). These
consent forms informed my participants about the purpose of the study, the data
collection methods and the right to withdraw from the study at any time. Verbal

consent was obtained prior to interviews and was recorded by a voice recorder. I
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have tried my best to establish a non-threatening environment with my research

participants throughout this field study.

5.6 Researcher reflexivity

As in all qualitative research it is equally necessary to reflect on my background
and possible biases (Creswell and Poth, 2018: 228), since I have conducted this
study from a position of a Swedish citizen who was born in Soviet Union and
raised in the post-Soviet Azerbaijan. When I was growing up in war-torn
Azerbaijan in the early 1990s, I witnessed a massive volunteer mobilization to
paramilitary battalions, which at that time were organized to fight the war in the
Karabakh region. Some of our family friends and even relatives were among those
who enrolled to these self-defense paramilitary battalions. Ever since 1 was
curious about the psychological aspect behind people’s decision to join and
identify with such groups.

Ukraine is facing pro-Russian separatism in the east of the country. My ethnic
background made the relationship between me and the research participants more
open and trustful, as my research participants were aware that Azerbaijanis have
experienced a Russian-backed Armenian separatism in the early 1990s. Research
participants often told me that “we have a common enemy in the face of Russia”
(P7). The findings of this study would probably not be the same, if repeated by a
researcher with a different ethnic background and life experience. My fluency in
Russian language was an advantage since it increased trust, as well as made
research participants to feel comfortable and to speak out.

I am also fully aware about how my theoretical and methodological orientation
can shape and influence the findings of this study. I have strived to be as reflexive
as possible at all stages of this study. I admit that the above-mentioned factors
could have influenced my interpretation of what I saw and heard, as well as my
experience with research participants and the reporting of findings. Nevertheless, I
have rigorously tried to be objective, not to side with my research participants and
avoid “going native” during my presence in the field (Creswell and Poth, 2018:
57).
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6. Analysis

This chapter is organized into six sections that represent the themes derived from
the coding process and categorization of data. The first five sections of the chapter
are built around the theoretical premises presented through operational questions
of this study. The last section deals with how research participants construct their

self-uncertainty and discusses the applicability of the theoretical framework.

6.1 Russian aggression

When I arrived to Odesa, the life in this south Ukrainian city went as usual, and
initially there were no signs that the country was at war. However, the
participation in the activities of RS’ VUC and increased familiarity with the
research site promised new insights. Huge advertising posters could be
encountered in the city of Odesa. These posters both included texts reminding
people about Russian aggression, as well as inspirational posters that incited
passersby to enroll as volunteer fighters.

Most of my research participants ascribe part of their motivation to the conflict
in east Ukraine (P1, P2, P3, P4, P7). One participant explained his motivation to
join RS VUC referring to the enemy that has invaded Ukraine: “The enemy has
invaded our land (...) and to somehow prevent the advance of this enemy, we
nationalists should go to war. (...) Our purpose is to protect the country from
separatists” (P3).'° Another young recruit mentioned about the ideological
attractiveness and the meaningful experience that RS VUC offers: “I liked the
actions and ideology of the organization” (P4)."” According to some fighters (P3,
P7), without the contribution of paramilitary units, the separatist movements could
spread to other regions of Ukraine: “Without volunteers, it would have started in
both Nikolaev and Odesa. So, all Ukraine would be taken away!” (P4)."®

One participant calls the pro-Russian separatism an “infection”:

16 .
Bor B Hamy poAHyr 3eMII0 JeHCTBUTENBHO BTOprcs Bpar (...), M 4TO OBl Kak TO

IpEensATCTBOBATh 3TOMY Bpary, Takue Kak s HAllMOHATHUCTHI, JOJDKHBI UATH (...) MBI HaeM Ui TOro
9TO OBI 3aIIUTUTH HAIIy CTPAHy OT ITUX BCIKHUX cenapoB (P3).

" MHe moHpaBuIICh AeHCTBUS U Haeonorus opranusamuu (P4).

' Bes noOpoBoblieB Hayanoch Okl U B HukonaeBe u B Oxecce. Tak Obl Bcto YKpauHy 0TOOpanu
(P4).
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I thought that my duty as an inhabitant of this planet was to prevent the
advance of this infection further. I joined the RS in 2015. I departed to the
frontline a month after joining the organization. Here people risk their lives
not for the sake of money, but because they want to live in a free country and
do not want the so-called Russian world (P7)."

One participant explained her motivation by the need to protect the country: “At
the frontline we were all united by one goal and motivation. To liberate Ukraine

and to defend our lands” (P2).*° Similarly, P1 mentioned:

“The enemy has attacked our territory. I do not want a different flag, or to
follow other laws and traditions. I want to live in Ukraine. We don’t need
someone else's land, but we don’t want to give our own either PHH

The only paramedic among my research participants said that she was motivated
because her family members and relatives fought in this war, but she also wanted

to share her war experience with future generations:

My motivation was that my uncle had been at war for a very long time. My
younger brother also fought in the war, as well as my ex-boyfriend (...) I
wanted to be useful for my country, for my nation. I decided that I could be
helpful for those men and women who are at the frontline. (...) I want to tell
my children in the future that I was not sitting at home during war but
contributed to ensure the territorial integrity of my country (P5).%

In his interview to the RS’ newspaper, the commander in chief of RS’ VUC said
that “RS’ VUC will exists until all threats to the Ukrainian nation are neutralized
and all Ukrainian territories are returned”” (Stempitskiy, 2018: p.1).

Another paragraph of RS’ newspaper calls all who are not indifferent about the
fate of their country to volunteer in the struggle to liberate Ukraine from

Moscow’s influence (Pravyi Sector, 2019: p. 1).

" 5] momyman 4TO MOM JONI KaK y MYKUHHBI Y KOTOPOrO MECTO KHTEIbCTBO SBISAETCS ILIAHETa
3eMJis, He JOMycKaTh 3Ty 3apady aanbiie. S 2015 Berynun B [IC. Mecsi nmocne BCTYIUIEHHS B
OpraHM3alyio s ObLT y)K€ Ha JMHUM (POHTA B B 30HEe OOEBBIX JeHcTBHH. TYT JIIOAM PHCKYIOT
XKHU3HBIO HE PaJU JEHET, a HA OCHOBE TOTO YTO XOTAT JKUTh B CBOOOJHON CTpaHe U HE XOTAT TaK
Ha3bIBaeMoro pycckoro mupa (P7).

% Hac Bcex TaM oObeaMHsIA OJHA LEdb W MOTHBAIMA. OCBOGOIMTH YKpaHHY, OTCTOSThH CBOH
3emiu. (P2).

*! Bpar naman Ha Hamry TeppuTOpHi0. S He X04y 4TOOBI TYT ObLN APYTOif (hIIar, APyrHe 3aKOHbI 1
Tpanuiuy. S xouy xuTh B YkpauHe. Ham gyxoe He Hao, HO U cBOe OTAaBaTh He XoTuM (P1).

2 Mos MOTHBaIMs ObUTa, OBLUIO TO YTO MOH Asiig ObUT Ha BOWHE MPOBOEBAN OYEHb A0JITO. Moit
OpaT MIIQAIINI TOXKe Ha BOWHE BoeBal. Moil ObIBIINIA MapeHb TOXKE BOEBAJ U s PEIIMIach B CBOE
BpeMsl UTO XOuy OBITh MOJIC3HON IS CBOEH CTpaHbl, A CBOel Hamuu. Sl pemmnna 4To MOTy OBITh
MOJIC3HON A TeX MYKYMH M JKCHIIUH HaXOAAIIMXcs Ha BoiHe. (...) Ilorom korma mom netu
CHpOCST, 'MaMa TJie Thl OblIa M UeM 3aHHMMaJlach KOIja y Hac Oblina BOWHA’, s MOIJIa cKa3aTh 4ToO
He cujena AoMa, a Bce TaKu IOoMOoraja 4eM MOTIfia IS TOTO 4TOOBI Hallla CTaHa ObLIa LEIOCTHOH
(P5).

* In Ukrainian: Vkpaincekuii Jlo6poBosbunii Kopmyc icHyBaTiMe 10 THX Hip, TIOKH He OyIyTh
HelfTpanizoBaHi BCi 3arpo3u JUIs YKpaiHHCHKOI HaIlii Ta He MOBEpHEHi yci TepHTopii 10 CKIaxy
VYxkpaini (Andriy Stempitskiy).
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Thus, participants explained their underlying motivation and the push factor of
their decision to join RS’ VUC in terms of the external enemy that has invaded
Ukraine.

6.2 Patriots and opportunists

Most of the participants divide the combatants in this conflict into “volunteers”
who are dedicated to their country and “money-makers” who join the regular
army to receive salaries, to make career advance or to obtain other privileges. One
participant at the frontline in Karlovka, Donetsk explains the difference between

the regular army and RS’ VUC:

At the moment, combatants of the regular army and other battalions of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs receive salaries for their so-called war effort.
Therefore, so many "are present" (...) I repeat, just “present” in this war to
just receive salaries. They just want to spend their time and get their
payment until their contract ends. In a volunteer battalion like this,
everything is different. We have never been paid for our duty. Volunteer
battalions always fought and are fighting on an ideological basis, and not for
receiving benefits P7).*

One participant defined volunteer fighters as those people who did not serve in the
army, but who want to fight for their homeland (P3). P3 told that he had some
obstacles to join regular army, for not having the required documents because he
was raised in the orphanage. Similarly, another participant points to the

bureaucracy in the state structures:

I did not serve in the army through compulsory military service. Therefore,
my case was lost. While I was recovering some lost papers, [ was longing to
enroll as a volunteer fighter. Regular army's recruitment office rejected my
application and told that I have first to serve the compulsory military service.
I don’t know whether they wanted money, or they were just fools (...)
Honestly from the beginning I wanted to join RS’ VUC, because it is much
cooler to be here than in the army (P1).%

** Ha nauusiii MomenT Goiinam 3CY u npyrux 6atanboHoB MBI mnatstcs 3apmiaatel. [Toatomy
OueHb MHOTHUE “TIPHCYCTBYIOT, (...) s MOBTOPIOCH,” NMPHCYCTBYIOT Ha BOWHE pajy 3apIUIaThHI.
JImxOB! OTCHIETHCS U MOJIydaTh CBOIO 3apILIAaTy YTOOBI BpeMsl KOHTpakTa mpormren. B nqobpabare
Bce MHaue. Y Hac He IUIATUTCS HUKaKkuX JaeHer. W He mnatuinuck Hukoraa. Passe JJoO6pobaTsl oHn
BCET/Ia BOEBaJIM U BOIOIOT HAa MAEHHOI OCHOBE, a HE Ha OCHOBE 3apo00THOH 1u1atThl (P7).

* 5] He CNYKHI B apMHH CPOUHYIO CITyXOy, JeI0 MOe OBUIO YTepSsHO, OKa 5 BOCCTAHABIHBAI
OyMaru, MEHs OY€Hb TAHYJIO MOWTHU JOOPOBONBIEM. A OHM MHE — HET HAl0 CPOYKY OTCIYKUTb,
Hayalu KpyTuTh. He 3Ha10, TO M OHM JAEHBI'H XOTENH TOJIH OHU Aypaku. M u3HayalbHO XOTEI0Ch
B [IC, moToMy, 4yTO 3TO HAaMHOTO Kpy4e yem B apmui (P1).
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Along with the patriotism and the flexibility of RS’ VUC some participants (P1,

P2, P6) emphasized on hazing and the abuse of power in the regular army:

Those who were rejected to be enrolled to the regular army for various
reasons joined voluntary battalions because they failed to fulfill certain
requirements of the regular army. Regular soldiers saw the fighting as a
work. The act of hazing is absent in volunteer battalions. We are as family
here. Even the commander communicates with his subordinates on equal
terms. Everything is built on trust, not submission. This is one team where
everyone trusts each other (P2).%°

Another participant explains why people leave the regular army and join RS’
VUC: “Unlike the regular army, we do not have such thing as hazing in RS VUC.
I know many who drop from the army for this reason. They join us after their
contract ends” (P1).”” One of the participants has left the regular army and joined
RS’ VUC. He explains that the fighting morale is at the lowest level in the regular

army and this reduces the trust among comrades:

In 2014, the war started, a real war. At the end of 2014, I signed a contract
with the regular army that lasted until 2016. I returned back home after the
end of the contract. I was tired of the lawlessness in the army. Eventually I
decided to join RS’ VUC. (...) People make a conscious decision when they
join a volunteer battalion. People enroll to the regular army to receive
salaries paid by the state, (...) the motives are different. In RS’ VUC, there is
a great freedom. I know that the people who surround me here are like-
minded and if there is an open fight no one will hide in the trenches as the
regular combatants would usually do (...) RS’ VUC fighters are the true
patriots! There were times when I admired the fighters of RS’ VUC. When I
served in the regular army, I used to encounter the guys from RS” VUC. At
that time, it seemed to me very strange why some were fighting better than
others. Now, when I am a fighter of RS® VUC, I see and understand
everything (P6).”

%% Tex Kkoro uepes BoeHkoMaThl He 6pamu B 3CY 10 TeM MM HHBIM IPHUMHAM STH JIOH LT B
J00pobats! u3 3a oTcycTBus kpurepuil. B 3CY congarsl oTHOCHINCH K CiIyk0e kak k pabore. B
nobpobarax HeT AeAoBUIMHEL. CeMbsi, mOOpaTUMEL. Jlake KOMaHIUpP OOIaeTcs ¢ MOAYHHEHHBIMU
Ha paBHBIX. B 106pobaTe Bce cTpouTcs Ha JOBepHe, a He MOJUUHEHHE. DTO 0JJHa KOMaH/a I1e BCe
/217013ep;1}oT npyr-apyry (P2).

B YK IIC HeT Takoro Kak B apMUH, KaK JIeAOBIIMHA. S 3Hal0 MHOTHX KTO IIEPEXOJUT U3 apMUU
B 100po6aTsl. OHM 3aKaHYMBAIOT KOHTPAKT U YXOiT K Ham (P1).
BB 2014 roJly y Hac Hauanach BOWHa, peanbHas BoiiHa. B konue 2014 roga st moanucan KOHTPAKT
10 2016, B ToM ke roay s yexan gomoi. Hamoen 6ecripenen apMeiickuil. A moToM Hpuien croa,
B JIVYK IIC. B 10o6po6ats! 011 IPUXOASIT OCO3HAHHO, JUIS TOTO YTOOBI 3all[UIAaTh CBOIO CTPaHy.
A B 3CY GONBUIMHCTBO MPUXOMAT 3a 3apIUIaTOM KOTOPYIO IUIATHT TOCYAapCTBO, MOTUBHI pa3HBIE.
B IIC xak TO cBOOOAHEe, s 3HAID UYTO JIOAU KOTOPblE MEHS OKpYXKAalT 3/4eCh, OHHU
€VHOMBIIIJICHHUKY, a HEe TaK 4YTO IATh 4YeJOBEK IMPUIUIM 3alUIaTh CTPaHy, a OCTajJbHbIE
IATHAAIATh — HET MBI He 1oiiieM, MBI He BBUJIE3eM C OKOIa, 37ech HCTUHHBIE MaTpuoThl! B cBoe
BpeMs g Bocxumancs BceM 3TuM. Korga g 3CY ciyxun u Mbl nepecekanucs ¢ napusamu ¢ YK
I1C, Torma y»xe MHe IOKa3aJI0Ch OUY€Hb CTPAHHO, II0YEMY OJJHM BOIOIOT Tak a APYyTUe IO JPYyroMy.
Ceifuac s Bce 9TO BIXKY U oHUMaro Ha cebe (P6).
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According to one participant, RS’ VUC is a military unit where one can
concentrate on serving the nation and fighting the enemy rather than on

bureaucracy:

The most important thing about RS’ VUC is that here there is no such mess as
in the army. On the contrary, I liked everything and wanted to continue my
duty. Fighters of RS’ VUC are more ideological and are less afraid. In RS’
VUC there are no irrelevant orders as in the regular army. There is only one
order, and it is the victory!” (P1).”

The commander in chief of RS’ VUC is skeptical about the future legalization of

volunteer battalions since they cannot operate effectively after incorporation:

The state has offered us many times the so-called legalization of RS’ VUC,
but it will entail our subordination to the Armed Forces of Ukraine. This was
to be all legalization that was proposed. We were proposed to repeat the fate
of dozens of other volunteer units that eventually joined the ranks of the
Armed Forces and other law enforcement structures. As a result, all these
battalions ceased to exist as volunteer groups (Stempitskiy, 2018: p. 2).*

The accounts of fighters and the statements in organization’s newspaper come
from only one source of information, and it can contradict the mainstream
political and military course of the Ukrainian government.

6.3 “Enemies among us”

Individuals construct and apprehend their realities through constant interaction
with the in-group members and this group process forms a “system of agreed
upon categories and beliefs”, which serves as a behavioral pattern for group
members (Kruglanski et al., 2006: 84). But the ‘self” also arises in response to the
wider social interaction (Mead, 1934: 135). Fighters of the RS’ VUC used to
follow organization’s website where the purpose of the RS’ VUC is clearly stated.
Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps are fighting an external and internal
enemy of the Ukrainian people through the struggle in Ukraine and beyond

(“About Pravyi Sector”, n.d.). Participants explained the ambiguous nature of

¥ Camoe rimaBHOE HET TaKOro Gapiaka, Kak B aPMHH, 33 BCE MOE BPEMs He OBLIO, 4TO GBI MHE
HaJI0eNo, U 4To OBl 1 XoTen Bce OpocuTs. HaoG0pOT MHE HpaBMIIOCH BCE, S XOTEN MPOJOKATH
cnyxuts. B IYK TIC napuu Oonsie uneitusie. Hy xak Ob1 Menblie napHu 6oatecs. B JIVK TIC
HEeT NpHuKa3a MOXKHO/HENb3s, ecTh OAMH mpuka3 u 310 nodema. B JIYK IIC mapum Oonbiie
upeiinsle. Hy kak 651 Menbiie napau 60sa1eca. B IVK I1C HeT npuka3a MOXKHO/HEb3s, €CTh OJUH
npukas u 3to nodexa (P1).

3% Jlificno GaraTo pasiB mpomOHyBanM Tak 3BaHy Jeramisamio Jl0GpoBoIbUOMY YKpaiHCHKOMY
Kopmycy, ame BoHa 3BoauNach A0 OfgHOro - Berymaite y naBu 3CVY. Ile 1 mama OyTu Bed
neranizanig. To6To, MOBTOPUTH JOTIO JECATKIB JOOPOBOIBYMX MiAPO3ALIIB, sIKi YBIHIIIH y JaBU
3CY Ta iHmIUX CUIOBUX CTPYKTyp. Tak BOHH IepecTaiu iCyBaTH SK J0OPOBOIbYI (OPMYBaHHS
(Andriy Stempitskiy).
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their society where the boundary between “enemies” and “friends” is blurred. One
participant tells how she wanted to get back to the frontline when she returned to

Odessa after her first rotation:

I wanted to go back to the frontline because I felt morally comfortable there.
Back then, when people in Ukraine saw me in military uniform, they looked
at me angry like a wolf. It was especially the case in Odessa where people
have different views about the conflict. (...) There is a bunch of local
separatists, many of whom did not understand what we were doing. People
had different reactions when they saw me in military uniform. I tried not to
pay attention. There were unpleasant looks. (...) There were people who
came up and thanked me. Once I was even offered a free coffee. The
reaction of people differed in Odessa. Yet, I think here in Odessa many
would be glad either to war, or the arrival of the Russian world. For
example, in Odessa we can say that I am not a Russian and not a Ukrainian,
but Odessit. This is how people separate themselves from Ukraine (P2).”'

The same research participant (P2) expressed extreme attitudes towards the so-
called “internal enemies”, hinting that in the war zone these enemies could be

treated differently than here in Odesa.

Everything was simple in the war zone. There is a clear delimitation between
the enemy and us. In the war zone you do not think that you need to pay
your rent and bills. You only think about ordinary and primitive things such
as where to take a wash. (...) But in general, it’s easier there. Everything is
clear there. (...) Here, I am surrounded by unpleasant people, and in fact,
there is nothing you can do about it. (...) But in the warzone, basically it
would be possible to do something about it (P2).*>

Similarly, another participant tells about the reactions of ordinary people in the

streets when they saw him in military uniform:

Our society is interesting because people are so different. Let's compare
Odesa with Dnipro. When I was in the military hospital in Dnipro, people
used to approach, and thank me when they saw my uniform with the RS’
VUC insignia. When I came to Odesa in uniform, people looked at me like

*! Xotenock BepHyThCs Tyza rae KoMhopTHEe MOpanbHO [I0TOMy UTO Ha caMOM Jejie TOr/a ele
moau B YKpauHe, YBUJEB TeOS B BOGHHOW (hopMe, MOTIH BOJKOM IOCMOTPETh Ha Tels. (...)
OcobenHo B Ogpecce rie JNIOOU C Pa3HBIMH COOOpaKEHUSMH, Kyda OBITOBBIX CENapaTHCTOB,
MHOTHE He OHUMAaJId ¥ He BOCTIPUHUMAJIH YeM MbI 3aHMManuck. Koraa g Obina B BoeHHOH dopme
ObUIN O4YeHb pa3Hble B3rIAAbl. CTapanach He 0o0OpallaTh BHUMAHUS. BBIIM HEeNpUSATHBIC B3TIISABL.
(...) b mr0aM KOTOPBIE MOAXOAMIN U Onarogapmiu. OauH pa3 aaxe koge OecruiaTHOE clenaau
B kade. B Onmecce xakas To He ofgHO3Ha4Has peakuus. 3neck B Onecce, 1yMaro MHOTHE OBbIITH ObI
pansl 1160 BoiiHe, MO0 mpuxony Pycckoro mupa. B Onecce HampumMep, MOXKHO TOBOPUTH UTO S
He Pycckuii u He Ykpaunen, a Oneccut. Bot Tak aroau otaensuiu ceds ot Ykpaunsl (P2).

> Mue Tam 6bUT0 make npowe. Tam Thl 3Haelb rAe Bpar rae cBod. Tam Tbl HE AyMaelllb 4TO
mocie 3aBTpa HaJgo KOMMYHAJKy U CueTa IUIaTUTh. 1Bl AyMaellb Npo OOBIYHBIE U MPUMHUTHBHEIE
Bemu. Hampumep, rae 6s1 momsites. (...) Ho B obmiem Tam mpome. Tam Bce sicHo. (...) 31ech
OoJiblle HEMPUATHBIX JIIOJEH MEHsS OKpPYXKAlOT U YEeJIOBEK 110 CYTU HUYETO He MOXET UM 3/eJNaTh,
(...) a Tam MOXxHO ObL10 OBl B mpuHIHIE (P2).
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as I was going to rob someone. (...) I try not to wear my uniform in Odesa.
They treat us differently in Odesa (P1).”

“Identity emerges in social interaction where boundaries between them and us are
established” (Harle, 2000: 4). Participants in this study construct their reality in
relation to their experience within the wider society. This social construction of
“us” and “others” is characteristic of the “struggle between good and evil” (ibid:
5-6). One participant in Karlovka, Donetsk explained the uncertain, as well as an

unpredictable nature of Ukrainian society:

People have become terrible. (...) Firstly, there are many refugees, and
among them there are separatists who fought on the other side. Most of them
were simply amnestied and now they live nearby. Here I have a weapon and
the sworn brothers. I feel more confident and calm here. But this situation
needs somehow to be changed. The more we are, the more chances we have
to change something. (...) They will say that there is no war and that nobody
has sent us here. We are dying here so that people in the civilian life could
live in peace, and they hate us (P6).”*

Participants (P1, P2) understand the enemy not only in terms of a foreign invader

but also in terms of an internal enemy:

We have an external enemy with whom we are at war at the moment. There
are also a lot of internal enemies. There are all sorts of pro-Russian people
and oligarchs. (...) I would say that it is even more complicated with internal
enemies than it is in the trenches. I feel more confident in the war zone.
There you know where the enemy is. Here in the civilian life everything is
much more complicated, and the law is sometimes against us here. In the
civilian life, there seems to be an enemy, but an invisible one (P1).%

My gatekeeper in Donetsk was a Ukrainian man in his fifties who voluntarily took
food, clothes, vehicle components and other necessary provisions to the frontline.

He said to me once that “we have an ambiguous society where only 20 % of the

A obmectBo y Hac MHTepecHoe, Bce pasHble. BoT cpaBHuTh Ogeccy ¢ JHempowm. S nexan B
JHemnpe B rocnuTane, Korjaa BEIXOAWI B (hopMe, MHe dysxue Jtoau ropopunu:» 00O, cnacubo» 1o
ce. Bunenn mespon YK IIC, 6naromapunu, a B Ozneccy npuexai B GpopMme M ¢ IIEBPOHOM, Ha
MEHs TaK CMOTpeJIH, KO OyITO s KOLIENeK CTBIPHII y KOTo TO. (...) S cTapatochk B hopme HE XOAUTD
B Opnecce. B Onecce no apyromy otHocsites (P1).

** Jliomu crpammble ctanu. (...) BO mepBBIX MHOTO MEpECEEHIEB, CPEIH KOTOPHIX MHOTO
CemapaTHCTOB, KOTOpPhIE BOEBAJIM Ha TOH CTOpOHE. X MPOCTO aMHHCTHUPOBAIU U OHH JKHUBYT
psanoM. JleTu ceMbsl OHM XHUBYT PAJOM M MX CTAaHOBUTHCS BCe OOiblle M OoJbIle. 374eCh y MEHsS
eCTb Opy’kHe, mobpaTumsl, ToBapuiIy. S cebs 31ech UyBCTBYIO yBepeHHee U crnokoiHee Ho 3ty
CUTyaIlMI0 HaJ0 KaK TO MEHATh , 4eM OOJbIlle HAC TaKUX OyJeT TeM OOoJblile MIAHCOB YTO TO
moMeHsATh. (...) Ha rpaxkganke ckayT 4TO BOHHBI HET U MBI MOJ TeOs TyJa He MOChIIamu. MBI
3/1ech THOHEM 4TO JIFOJIU Ha TpaskJaHKe CIIOKOWHO KM, a OHU Hac HeHaBuIAT (P6).

» CHapyXH y Hac ecTb Bpar ¢ KeM y Hac BOWHA Ha JaHHbIM MOMEHT. BHyTpu y Ha Toxe OueHb
MHOTO BparoB. Ectes npo Poccuiickue Bcsikue JtoIu, onurapxu, koppynuus. (...) 5 6s1 ckazan Obl
YTO BHYTPH elle cioxHee yeM Tam B okomax. S B 3B/ uyBcTBy10 cebst Gonee yBepeHHee, TaM
3Haellb IJie Bpar, a TyT HAMHOT'O BCE CJIOXKHEE M 3aKOH MHOTAA NMPOTUB Hac TyT. Bpoxe u ecTsb
Bpar, HO OH He BUAUMBIN TyT (P1).
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population understand that we have war in this country. We are a minority in our

36
own country”.

I understood what my gatekeeper was talking about when I
attended the posthumous reward ceremony held at Donetsk National Technical
University that was dedicated to a fighter of RS VUC. When I arrived at this
university, I could not find the place where the event was held, and I asked a
charwoman to help me. When I asked her if she knew where the posthumous
reward ceremony was held, she replied with an arrogant tone “they do not deserve
to be rewarded”!*’

My interviewees and other people that I observed frequently used stereotypes
and other derogatory terms towards pro-Russian oriented people. “Vatnik™*® and
“Sovok™’ were among the most frequently used words to describe a Ukrainian
citizen with a pro-Russian orientation. “Vatnik” means wadding and it refers to
people with a muddy thinking, who have wadding in their brains and who are
susceptible to the propaganda in Russian TV channels. “Sovok™ refers to the
people of older generations who were born and raised in Soviet Union, and most
importantly to those who are occupied with Soviet nostalgia. I was told that
“Sovoks” usually occupy high positions in all spheres of government. One of the
articles in the RS newspaper refers to the need to get rid of the Soviet mentality
and to raise a new generation with a consolidated national identity. The article

begins with the following statement:

Dozens of Ukrainian generations grew up in the yoke of the enemy invaders
and did not receive a sense of national identity, a sense of responsibility to
the dead, to the living and to those who are still to be born. However, now
there is a good opportunity to grow and educate Ukrainian generations who
are40f0rtunate enough not to experience this yoke (Pravyi Sector, 2018: p.
4).

During a walk with my gatekeeper’s son, this young male imagined the future of
Ukraine without “Sovoks” and said: “This Soviet mind generation will die out,
and then Ukraine can thrive in the environment of new Ukrainian generation

raised in the patriotic spirit”.*'

%% Tonbko 20 % HaceneHWs MOHMMAeT YTO y HAC MACT BOHHA B cTpaHe. MBI B MCHBIIMHCTBE B
cBoeii coocTBenHol crpane (Gatekeeper).

*7 Bb110 GBI 32 UTO HATPAXKIATH!

*% Barnuk.

** Cogok.

* In Ukrainian: JlecsiTKi MOKOMIHb yKPAiHIIB BUPOCIH Y APMi OKYHAHTIB i aGCOTIOTHO MPHPOIHBO
He Ha0ynIM MOYYTTS HAI[iOHANBHOI iJEHTUYHOCTH, IOYYTTs BiANOBIAAIBHOCTI Iepe] MEPTBUMU,
JKUBUMHU 1 He HapomkeHuMu. lIpoTe € Baana Haroja BHPOCTUTH 1 BHUIIKOJUTU TOKOJIHHS
YKpaiHI[iB, KM MOLIACTUIO HE 3HATH ApMa.

*1' 310 mokonenne ¢ COBETCKMM MBIILICHHEM CKOPO BBIMPET i YKpaHHA 3aIBETET B CpPejie HOBOTO
MIOKOJIEHUsI KOTOPOE BBIpOCHO B marpuotudeckom nyxe (Gatekeeper’s son).
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6.4 Trust, confidence and cohesion

Some of the participants (P1, P3, P4, P6) expressed confidence and trust towards
RS’ VUC saying that they feel fully protected through their identification with
RS’ VUC:

“When I spent the first three months with the members of RS’ VUC, it was
just like a family, everyone treated each other like they were brothers and
sisters. (...) I have a 100% confidence and devotion to RS’ VUC because |
saw how they live and what they do to live freely. (...) Of course, I trust RS’
VUC more. I know that they will not leave me, that I have protection, in case
something bad happens with me. I know that RS’ VUC is not some
underground organization where they would just use me for a purpose. I
have more confidence in RS’ VUC, than my family and friends! (P3).*

Participants believed that RS’ VUC is a collective that takes a proper care of its
members. Participants expressed confidence through identification with RS’
VUC:

The most important thing is of course the support of the organization. God
forbid, if something happens there is a support. Soldiers are dispersed in the
ordinary army. Here, everyone is responsible for each other. (...) It works
like one for all and all for one. Organization even helps homeless and
unemployed fighters. When volunteer fighters return from the war zone, the
organization supports them both mentally and physically (P4).*

Beside the protection that fighters get in RS’ VUC, one participant mentioned the
family-like relationships within RS’ VUC, which breed confidence:

RS’ VUC does not offer mountains of gold. I only know that if a person
returns crippled or wounded, he will not be abandoned. It's probably like a
family, a brotherhood. Anyone here will be supported to the last, because he
is one of us! (...) He was with us and fought with us for our land. (...) [ can't
imagine my life without RS’ VUC. I think this feeling is forever. Thanks to
my experience in the war zone, I now have friends all over Ukraine. I did not
have so many friends before. These are the ones I can rely on. (...) True
frienis, not those who just want to drink beer and spend some time with you
(P1).

2 Korja st HpomII epBble TPH Mecsna ¢ uneHamu 1IC, IMEHHO Kak ceMbs, Kak 6par ¢ GpatoM,
cectpa ¢ 6patom. (...) Y mens Ha 100% yBepeHHOCTH U npeaanHocTs I1C, moTomy 4TO 5 yBUAENT
KaK OHH XKMBYT U UTO OHHU JIEIAIOT 4TO OBl )KUTh CBOOOHO, (...) KOHEUHO 51 Ooinblie gosepsito [1C
sl 3HAI0 4TO MEHS He OpocCAT, 4YTO y MEHs eCTh 3all[iTa, ecau He jaail Oor urto. S 3Har0 4TO 5
IpUIIe] He B KaKyl0 TO MOAMNOIBHYI0 OPTaHU3AIMIO I/ie MHOIO BOCHOJIB3yI0TCs U BRIKUHYT. Het! 51
IpUIIe] B XOPOIIYI0 KOHTAKTHYIO TPYIIy, KOTOpas CyIIeCcTByeT Ha caMoM jene. Tak 4To y MeHd
6onbie gosepus k [1C yem cBoum O6nu3kum u py3bsam! (P3).

# Camoe rmaBHOe, 3TO KOHEYHO MOAJEPKKA, €COH HE Aaif OOr CIyu4mTCs TO TOAAEpX ar. B
OOBIYHON apMHUM TaM OTCIYXHIIU M Pa3OlUINCh U BCe. A 31eCh KaXIBIH APYT 3a Apyra OTBEYaeT
OJIMH 3a BCEX U BCE 3a OJHOTO. A eIlle eClId HeT KWIbs , pabOTHl TO OpraHM3aLus MOMOTaeT C
otuM. OpraHuszanus 0OpH BO3MOXKHOCTH IOMOTaeT JOOpPOBOJBIAM IO BO3BPAIICHUIO, Kak
MOpAaJIBHO Tak U MaTepuansHo (P4).

* Her muuero, HHKAKHX 30J0THIX TOP, s 3HAIO TOIBKO, YTO HE Aail GOT YTO YETOBEK BEPHETCS
KaJleKOW WJIM elle 4TO TO, TO €ro He OpocsAT. ITO Kak ceMbs HaBepHoe, OparcTBo Takoe. Ho, To
€CThb YeNloBeKa OyayT TAHYTH 0 MOCIEAHEro, moTomMy, yTo oH Hami! (...) OH ¢ HaMu ObUT U C HaMU
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During the observation of participants, I noticed a sense of belonging among the
fighters. These fighters were proud to belong to RS’ VUC and openly wore their
uniforms with the battalion’s badges and insignia. Fighters often hold together and
went in groups. When [ was accompanying fighters in the streets of Odesa, I could
notice how people suspiciously stared at us. Gradually, I began to grasp the

interpretations of my research participants’ experiences.

6.5 Sworn brothers

During my interaction with research participants and participation in their
activities, one thing drew my attention. Participants were not referring to each
other as friends, comrades or even relatives. They called and treated each other as
sworn brothers, or pobratimi” in Ukrainian. One could hear this term to be
pronounced very often in the habitat of volunteer fighters. Two of the participants
(P3, P4), one of whom has lost his parents in childhood and raised in orphanage,

capture the core of the miraculous power of pobratimi:

I have no fear when I understand that I belong to the brotherhood! (...)
Seriously! I had a fear before, but now I am getting rid of this fear. I’'m no
longer afraid of loneliness. I’m not afraid that if something happens to me,
no one will know about it (P3).*

The most important thing is to find a common language with the pobratimi.
If there is a mutual understanding, then I think everything will be fine. (...) I
am proud to be a member of RS’ VUC. This is very appealing since
everyone has one idea! To defend the fatherland. But the most attractive
thing is the idea of brotherhood (P4)."

One participant told how people in her battalion didn’t feel the severity of being at
the frontline since the atmosphere was always positive and full of jokes. “The
relations in the battalion were very warm. Despite the protracted war, the mood
was always high” (P5). Another participant describes that the relationship

between the sworn brothers is based on justice and equality:

BOEBaJI 3a Hally 3eMir0. To ecTh cBOMX He OpocaroT kak Obl. SI He 3HaI0 Kak s ObLT OBbI, eciu OBl
6pocun IIC? MHe kaxeTcs, 4TO 3TO HaBcernaa, 6narogaps onslTy B 36/ y MeHs ceifuac Ipy3bs Mo
Bcell YkpauHe. Y MeHs paHble CTOIBKO JApy3eil He Obu10. IMEHHO Takue Ha KOTOPBIX S MOTY
MOJIOKUTHCA. (...) HacTosimue apy3ps, a He Te KOTopble 3a TuBO apyxat (P1).

* MMo6partumu (means Sworn Brothers in Ukrainian).

4 Crpax tepsercs! (...) Cepbesno! BoT y MeHs 10 5TOro GbLI CTpax, a ceifuac Ha JAHHBIA MOMEHT
s1 U30aBNIAIOCH OT 3TOro cTpaxa. 5 He 60r0ch OOMIbIIE OJUHOYECTBA, U HE OOIOCH €CIIM CO MHOM YTO
TO CIly4UTCS, TO HUKTO 00 3ToM He y3HaeT (P3).

*" Camoe rmaBHOE HAamO HaiiTH OBIIMII A3BIK C MOOPATMMAMH, eCIH OyIeT OOIIMil A3BIK, TO s
JyMmaro Bce Oyzaer xopoo. (...) S ropxycsk 66T wieHoMm AYKa IIC KonnexTus npusiekaer u
uzes y Bcex onHa! 3amumats poauny! A npusnekaeT nooparumctso! (P4).
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For all the time that I was on the front line, I did not quarrel with anyone.
Everything felt so fraternal, (...) we shared everything we had. There was a
commander, but everyone was treated equally (P1).*

During my presence and observation at the RS’ VUC basement in the town of
Karlovka in Donetsk region, an ambulance car arrived with a wounded fighter. He
needed blood transfusion to be stabilized and further to be sent to the military
hospital in Dnipro, the neighboring region west of Donetsk. There was another
fighter, who had the same blood group, and he immediately agreed to help, and he
gave approximately 500 milliliters of blood, which was needed so that the
wounded soldier could reach Dnipro alive. I was around when this happened and
the fighter who was going to give blood said: "Before we were brothers on words,
but now we are crowned to be brothers, because he will have my blood flowing in
his veins”.* T recall that those fighters whose blood did not match became
somewhat envious for not being able to contribute.

According to the fighters the idea of sworn brothers is a very appealing
prototype. Such a clear group prototype plays an important role in the process of

social categorization.

6.6 Construction of Uncertainty

It is necessary to point that the intent of this study is not to speculate whether the
research participants were certain or uncertain about their personal feelings of
uncertainty, but rather to show how they construct self-uncertainty in relation to
their decision to join RS’ VUC. The cohesion within RS’ VUC serves as a
mechanism of depersonalization of ‘self’, and an eventual identification of the
“self” in terms of a group prototype. The family-like relationships within RS’
VUC contribute to this transformation of the individual ‘self’ in accordance with
the values and beliefs of the group. As a result, self-uncertainty is reduced when
individuals obtain a social identity that shares the perceptions, attitudes and
behaviors of other like-minded in-group members (Hogg, 2012: 69). This
theoretical lens on the social psychological aspect of uncertainty reduction
determines the scope of this analysis chapter.

Participants (P1, P3) expressed their uncertainty towards the Ukrainian

government and decision makers, people in the society and the regular Ukrainian

* o 3a Bce BpeMs YTO ObUI Ha IEepefoBON Jaxke He IOCCOpUIICA U He Mopyranca He ¢ keM. Tak
HACTOJIBKO Bce Mo Oparcky, (...) Kak Obl HOJeTHUM MOAeNnuMcsa. TaM 3BaHUM HET Bce OJUHAKOBEI.
Ectph xOMaHnup, a octaiabHble Bee paBHble (P1).

* ITo 5TOro MBI GbLTH GPATHIMH Ha CIIOBAaX a TEIePh MbI KOPOHOBAHHBIE OPAThs IOTOMYUTO Y HETO
Oynet Teub Mos KpoBb (Fighter in Karlovka).
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army. Ukrainian presidential elections were going on in the course of this field

study. One participant was very skeptical and unconfident about the candidates:

We will soon have presidential elections, and we have to choose between a
clown and a moron. Well, is it serious to choose a clown and a moron? (...)
If Zelensky will be elected, we will have a country of clowns. Zelensky is
not a man who can even be put close to Putin. It becomes clear that we will
not have a real ruler in this country. (P3).%

The same participant clearly articulated his distrust even towards his friends and

relatives:

People cannot be trusted here, and you never know what to expect. (...) |
would like to trust other people, even my relatives. But I don’t know how I
can trust them?! Because when I said that I was going to war, everyone
became cold with me. I then realized that I cannot rely on these people. It is
not good! I would like to have support, but I do not see a drop of it. They
think that it is wrong, that I’'m going to protect my country. They begin to
treat you differently. (...) When you feel and understand that you are treated
differently, that feeling encourages aggressive behavior (P3).”'

Another participant recalls the tensions between RS’ VUC and the regular army:

There were times when the regular army at the frontline refused share any
information with us. There was an order from above to pull out RS’ VUC
from the front line. But we continued our struggle and did not give up. RS’
VUC has always been on the first line of defense. There were moments
when they wanted to bring us out. They did not give us support or enemy
positions. It would be good if there was support from the state. Instead of
distusgbing our war effort, they can help us with equipment and ammunition
(P1)

The accounts of fighters in this chapter demonstrate the multifaceted constructions
of uncertainty in relation to various issues ranging from external and internal

enemies to army inadequacy and distrustful politicians.

>V Hac ceituac GyayT BEIGOpHI IPE3UICHTA, CAMH IOCMOTPHTE MEXKy KeM Bbibupats? KioyHa u
nubuna! Hy cepbe3no BbIOMparoT kinoyHa u aubmina? Eciu 3eneHckoro BeIOepyT y Hac Oynaer
cTpaHa KJIOYHOB. [lema ceifuac 0OCTOST Tak YTO CTAaHOBHUTICSA MOHATHO YTO y HAac He OyneT
HacTosero npasurens (P3).

> 3j1ech KOHEUHO HET JOBEPHs, KaXIblil YeTOBEK KHBET 10 CBOEMY, H HE H3BECTHO UTO KIATh OT
moge. (...) Xorenoch Obl OOJBIIE JOBEPSITH OKPYKAIOMIMM, AaXKe T€ JK€ caMble POJCTBEHHUKH,
HO s HE 3HAI0 KaK MOXHO UM J10BepATh?! IIoTOMy YTO s TOIBKO 3aUKHYJICS YTO HJy Ha BONHY H
BCE cpa3y CTalM KO MHE XOJIOAHBIMU. f] TOr[a MOHAJ, YTO Ha ITHUX JIOAEH 1 HE MOTY IOJIOKUTCS
3TO HE XOPOIIO, XOTEeIOCh OBl MOJAEPIKKH, HO HE yBHUAEN HU Karnyu. OHHU TyMaroT, 4TO 3TO MJI0XO,
9TO S1 Uy Ha 3alUTy cBOoel cTpaHbl. OHM HAYMHAIOT 10 APYroMy K Tebe OTHOCUTBCS U THI yXkKe
YyBCTBYEIIb U MOHUMACIIb 4TO K TeOe 10 APYroMy OTHOCSTCA (...) M 3TO TOJIKAeT Ha arPECCUBHOE
nosenenue (P3).

> BBlIM MOMEHTBI KOTJIa PerylIspHas apMus Ha (pOHTE He JaBada HAM MO3MIHH. Bl mpuka3
cBepxy BelTamuth JJYK c nepenosoit. Ho MbI BcepaBHO noOuBanuch cBoero u muy Bruepén. I1C
Bcerja ObLT Ha IMepBOM JIMHUKM 00OPOHBL. BBIIM MOMEHTHI KOrfa Hac XoTenu BeiBecTH. He maBanu
HaM MOAAEPKKH, MO3UINH. bbio 05 X0poIo 4yTo6 OblIa MoAAEpKKa OT TOCYJapcTBa 4TOOBI HAM
MajKy B Koyiéca He BCTaBIsLIU. UTOO momoranu cHapsbkeHusaMu u 6oenpunacamu (P1).
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7. Concluding remarks

This multisite case study attempted to explore how uncertainty is experienced by
the Ukrainian volunteer fighters of RS’ VUC in Odesa and Donetsk regions. As a
rule, the final report of a qualitative case study involves an interpretation of
findings and “loosely determined assertions” (Stake, 1995: 12). Built on the
experiences of research participants, this case study makes two assertions: socio-
political and social psychological. The study found that fighters of RS’ VUC
construct their uncertainty through the distrust in the wider population, as well as
state authorities. The group prototype that characterizes RS’ VUC is an
unambiguous ideology that lays clear boundaries between the in-group members
and “enemies”, both internal and external. Group cohesion and a family-like
relationship is found to serve as another group prototype that characterizes RS’
VUC. Participants described RS’ VUC as a cohesive high entitativity group that
reminded a family of like-minded people who treated each other with respect and
dignity. A clear group prototype and a high group entitativity are important
mechanisms of social identity and social categorization processes that reduce the
feelings of self-uncertainty (Hogg, 2012: 62-64).

This case study has revealed the variability and complexity of accounts relating
to the concept of uncertainty. Participants in this study construct their self-
uncertainty in relation to the ideological split that the conflict has entailed, as well
as the distrust towards politicians and the military command of the regular army.
According to some research participants (P1, P3, P6), uncertainty derives from the
inadequacy and the inability of the regular army to confront the Russian backed
insurgents in the east Ukraine. Uncertainty is also constructed as a response to a
distrustful Ukrainian society (P2, P3, P6). Since “the self-arises in the process of
social experience and activity” (Mead, 1934: 135), it can be assumed that
participants in this study construct their realities in response to the so-called
“internal enemies” encountered in the everyday life. Some participants (P1, P2,
P6) explain their self-uncertainty in terms of the ideological split present among
Ukrainians. In this light, membership in RS’ VUC offers an incredible
opportunity where “genuine” Ukrainians can confirm their social identity, which
is articulated by RS’ VUC through a clear group prototype. Through the process
of social categorization participants in this study identify themselves in

accordance with the group prototype. According to uncertainty identity theory this
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self-categorization leads to the internalization of the in-group attitudes and
behaviors towards threatening others (Hogg, 2012: 66). Through participants’
accounts this case study found that self-uncertainty can be experienced differently
by various people. Participants explained their self-uncertainty in terms of an
unreliable government, weak state institutions and most importantly the “internal
enemies”. Amid such a precarious social setting, RS’ VUC stands as an ideal
solution to reduce feelings of self-uncertainty.

The thesis does not ascribe the motivations to join RS’ VUC exclusively to the
need of reducing self-uncertainty, but rather seeks to underpin the importance of
this social psychological process in relation to other factors such as ideology and
the ongoing war in east Ukraine. All in all, this case study has revealed that the
participants interpret their decisions to join RS’ VUC not only in terms of the
conflict in east Ukraine, but also because the membership in RS’ VUC offers
them a unique opportunity to determine their place in an uncertain environment.
Unlike other studies on Ukrainian paramilitary motivations (Karagiannis, 2016;
Kiihko, 2018), this study found that ideology and emotional attachment serve as
appealing motivational mechanisms due to the perceived self-uncertainty in the
wider Ukrainian context.

Last but not least, it is important for the reader to understand that the findings
in this study derived only from my experience with a complex case, and other
researchers will most likely attain different results if the same study is conducted
in another environment. Thus, this case study was undertaken not to generalize
the findings to all Ukrainian combatants. The intent was rather to gain an in-depth
understanding of social-identity processes experienced by the individuals who
join RS’ VUC.

7.1 Recommendations for future research

The fundamental issue raised in this study touches on one of the many Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) addressed by the United Nations. Extra-legal
paramilitary units worldwide pose challenges for an effective implementation of
SDG goal number 16, which emphasizes on peace, justice, accountability and
strong institutions. Therefore, more research on paramilitary combat motivations
will lead to a better understanding of the phenomenon, enable decision makers to
better deal with the issue and most importantly to understand the needs of
individuals who decide to join extreme groups. The ongoing conflict in Ukraine
supports the importance of future research.

“Insights gleaned from case studies can directly influence future research”
(Merriam, 1998: 19). During this field study I encountered two issues that demand
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further clarification. First, since there are women who join RS’ VUC, further
studies can incorporate gender perspective in understanding the motivations of
women fighters. Second, I encountered many foreign fighters within RS’ VUC
who come from Russia, Belorussia, Caucasus, Poland and even other west
European countries. Insights gained from the studies on women and foreign
fighters may lead to the reconsideration of the concept of uncertainty in a new
light. It would be of interest to explore how and to what extent uncertainty-
reduction can motivate women, as well as foreign fighters to join extreme
paramilitary groups. Moreover, in the course of this field study I was curious
about the motivations of the so-called separatists™ to join their respective
paramilitary squads. Although it raises serious methodological challenges to study
pro-Russian paramilitary fighters, it is equally important to get their accounts of
how they construct and associate their self-uncertainty in relation to their extreme
choice.

Lastly, due to limited research on motivations to join extreme paramilitary groups
and the lack of studies about RS’ VUC, this case study presents themes and a

theoretical framework that can be investigated in other cases.

>3 Pro-Russian fighters are called as insurgents, separatists or rebels by Ukrainians with varying
political standpoints.
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Appendix 1

Semi-inductive coding process with both predetermined conceptual coding

and codes that derived from the text

Theory

Themes

Categories

Codes (please note
that not all codes
are included here)

Uncertainty-

Identity Theory

Russian Aggression

Motivations to join the
RS’ VUC

Foreign invasion and
the pro-Russian
separatism

Ideology;
invasion; enemy;
war; nationalists;
separatist
movement;
infection; Russian
world, a free
country; territory;
UKkrainian nation;
Ukraine-Rus;
Muscovy; external
enemy;

Patriots and
Opportunists

Volunteer and non -
volunteer enrollment

Volunteer; money
makers; receive
salaries; payment;
contract,
volunteer
battalion;
ideology;
compulsory
military service;
volunteer fighter;
army; regular
work; no
submission; trust;
war; lawlessness
in the army; like
minded people;
inadequacy of the
army; legalization
of RS’ VUC
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Uncertainty-

Identity Theory

Enemies among us

Enemies among us

Internal and External
Enemies

Internal and External
Enemies

Enemy; morally
comfortable;
frontline; military
uniform; angry
gaze; local
separatists;
Russian world;
Russian;
UKkrainian;
Odessit; Ukraine;
war zone;
clear/unclear;
unpleasant people;
terrible people;
separatists;
civilian life;
internal enemies;
external enemies;
pro-Russian
people; oligarchs;
invisible enemy;
Ukrainian society;
Vatnik; Sovok;
Soviet; us/them;

Trust, confidence and
cohesion

Group prototype and
entitativity

Family;
protection;
brothers; sisters;
confidence;
devotion; support;
feelings;

Sworn Brothers

Fraternal relationships

Brothers;
pobratimi;
brotherhood;
appealing; father
land; idea;
fraternal; equality

Construction of
Uncertainty

Distrustful social and
political environment

We; distrustful
presidential
candidates;
country of clowns;
trust in people;
cold relationships
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with people in
civilian life;

Uncertainty- inadequate army;

Identity Theory no cooperation
between army and
us;

50




Appendix 2

Main Interview Questions (without follow-up questions).

Y

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

What was your motivation to enroll to the RS VUC? (Why, how, when);
What factors influenced your decision?

How do you understand the difference between the regular Ukrainian army
and the RS VUC?

How do you deal with your feelings of self-uncertainty in the civilian life and
in the warzone? What is the difference between being certain and uncertain in
civilian life and in war zone?

How is your identification with RS VUC influences your feelings of self-
uncertainty?

How do you assess the relationship among comrades in your squad? What
does it mean for you to belong to the Sworn Brothers?

What factors may influence your feelings of self-uncertainty in terms of the
wider Ukrainian context? (How, Why);

Who should I turn to, to learn more about this topic?
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Appendix 3

Consent Forms in English and in Russian

MALMO UNIVERSITY Expression of consent

Dear Sir or Madam,

My name is Khalil Mutallimzada, student at Malmd University, Sweden. I
conduct a field study and collect data about the Ukrainian volunteer fighters in the
Right Sector’s Volunteer Ukrainian Corps (RS VUC) for my bachelor’s
dissertation.

The purpose of my study is to get a better insight about the incentives and
motivations of volunteer fighters who travel to fight in the Eastern Ukraine. I
would like to deepen my understanding about possible motivations to join the RS
VUC, as well as the attractiveness of these military congregations for future
recruits.

If you want to know more about the research project, please let me know.

This interview, as well as the processing of the data retrieved in this interview is
based on your consent. The data retrieved in this interview will be anonymized
and will be kept private. If you want, I can send you the transcript of the interview
when it is transcribed. You give me consent in the beginning of the interview.

The interview will be individual and recorded. Only you and I will be present
during the session, unless you want to bring a second interviewee. The interview
will take about one hour, but that is up to you how much time you can give me.
You can stop the interview at any time without giving any reasons. You do not
have to answer all the questions, you can simply ask me to move on to the next
one. You may withdraw the consent at any time, and the data may not be retained
or processed without any other legal grounds. The data will be used only in
relation to my dissertation.

You can find out what has been registered about you or have feedback on the
processing or information collected by contacting Khalil Mutallimzada at

khalil.mutallimzada@gmail.com or the university’s Data Protection Officer at

dataskyddsombud@mau.se. Complaints that cannot be resolved with Malmo
University may be submitted to Dataskyddsmyndigheten.
Lastly, and most importantly, I will begin the interview asking you whether you

give your permission for information collected in this interview to be stored and
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processed for the purpose of my study and to be used in relation to my bachelor’s
dissertation.

Sincerely,
Khalil Mutallimzada

Student, Peace and Conflict Studies
Malmé University

Faculty of Culture and Society
Department of Global Political Studies
e-mail: khalil. mutallimzada@gmail.com
Tel Sweden: +46762223435

Tel Ukraine: +380684447532
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MALMO UNIVERSITY Bblpameﬂne coriacuda

VYBaxaeMbli (as). ..

Memns 30ByT Xanwn Myramnum3sana, cTryaeHT yauBepcurera Mansmé, [senus.
NPOBOXY TIOJIEBBIE MCCIIEOBAHUS W COOMpAa0 JaHHble 00 YKpamHCKHX
I0OpOBOJIBHBIX OOMIIOB At MOEH TuccepTannu OakaizaBpa.

Llenb MOero uccieoBaHus MOMYyYUTh OOJIee MOIHOE NPECTAaBICHUE O CTUMYJIax
1 MOTHBAIUAX JTOOPOBOJBHBIX 00ii0B B JloOpoBomsHOM Ykpamackom Kopiryce
[IpaBoro Cektopa (YK IIC), kotopble enyT BoeBaTh Ha BOCTOKE YKpauHbI. S
X0Teln Obl YyriyOuTh CBOE MOHMMAaHHE BO3MOKHBIX MOTHBOB BcTymiieHus B JJYK
I1C, a Taxxe NPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTH ATHX BOEHHBIX KOHIperanuid ajis Oyayniux
MIPU3BIBHUKOB.

IHoowcanyticma, Oavime MHe 3HAMb, eClU 6bl XOmume Y3Hamov OOIbUie 00
Uccne006amenbCKoM npoexKme.

DTO WHTEPBBIO, a TaKkke 00paboTKa NAaHHBIX IMOJYYEHHBIX B 3TOM HMHTEPBBIO
OCHOBAHbI Ha BalleM corjacuu. /laHHble TOJIYYEHHBIE B 3TOM HMHTEPBBIO OYyAyT
AaHOHUMHBIMH 1 OyyT KOH(UACHIMAIBHBIMU. Ecii X0THTE, 51 MOTY BBICIIATh BaM
NUCHMEHHYIO BEPCHIO MHTEPBBIO KOrjia OHO Oyner 3amucaHo. Bbl naete MHe
corjlacie B Hadaje WHTEPBBIO.

WuTepBpio OyneT MHAMBUAYAIbHBIM M 3aIIMCAHHBIM. TOJIBKO MBI ¢ BaMH Oynem
NPUCYTCTBOBATh HA CECCHUHU, €CIM BBl HE 3aXOTUTE IMPHUIIACUTH BTOPOTO
cobecennuka. VHTepBBIO 3aliMET OKOJIO 4aca, HO 3TO 3aBUCHT OT BacC CKOJBKO
BPEMEHU BBl MOXETE MHE yJICJIUTh.

BbI MOXeTe MpeKkpaTuTh MHTEPBBIO B J1000€ BpeMs 6e3 00bsicHeHHs: Tpu4YrH. Bam
HE HYXXHO OTBeYaThb Ha BCE BOIPOCHL, BBl MOXETE IMPOCTO IMOMPOCUTH MEHS
nepelTH K ciemyronieMy. Bbl MokeTe OTO3BaTh corjacue B J000e Bpems, U
JaHHbIE HE MOTYT OBITH COXpaHEHbI MM 00paboTaHbl 0e3 KaKUX-THOO HMHBIX
3aKOHHBIX OCHOBaHMHU. /laHHBIE OYIyT MCIIOIB30BaHbI UCKIIOUUTENBHO Ul MOEH
0akanaBpCKOil TuccepTanuy.

BbI MOXXeTe y3HATh TO YTO OBUIO 3aPETUCTPUPOBAHO O BAC MIIM OCTABUTH OT3BIB 00
o0paboTke coOpaHHON MH(OPMAIMK CBA3aBUIMCH ¢ XalwioM MyTammum3anoil
no azapecy khalil. mutallimzada@gmail.com wimM CcoOTpyZHMKOM TIO 3aIIuTe

JTaHHBIX YHUBepcuTeTa 1o anpecy dataskyddsombud@mau.se. Kanobsr koTopsie
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HE MOTYT OBITh pa3pelleHbl B yHUBEepcUTeTe ManbME, MOTYT ObITh OTIPABJICHBI B
Dataskyddsmyndigheten.

B 3axitouenue, 1 caMmoe IJ1aBHOE, 51 HAaUHy coOeceloBaHKe ¢ BOIIPOCa O TOM JaeTe
JM BBl CBOE paspellieHHe Ha XpaHeHHe M 00paboTKy MH(oOpMaruu coOpaHHOH B
X0ZIe ATOro cobecemoBaHus U LeNeld MOero oOy4eHUs M HCHOJIb30BAHUS IS

MOEH TUCCEPTALUEH.

C yBaxxeHuem,

Xanmun Myrannumsana

Cmyoenm, Mup u Konghnuxkmonozusn

Yuueepcumem Manvme

@Dakynemem Kynomypot u Oouiecmea

Henapmamenm I'nodansnvix Ilonumuueckux Hccnedosanuii
e-mail: khalil. mutallimzada@gmail.com

Tel Illeeyusn: +46762223435

Tel Ykpauna: +380684447532
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Appendix 4

Information about research participants

Participant 1. Male, 29 years old.

This young man is the commander of the 25" reserve hundred in Odesa. He works
as a constructor worker in the civilian life. He was responsible for the recruitment
process of the new fighters, their training and eventual departure to the frontline.
The interview with this participant was conducted on April 8, 2019, at

Ekaterininskaya 1, in Odesa.

Participant 2. Female, 27 years old.

This young woman was my key informant, but she has also participated in combat
at the frontline. She has accomplished two rotations, in 2014 and 2017. She
graduated from Mechnikov university in Odesa, with law degree. She participated
in the Maydan Revolution and the violent events in Odessa, in early May 2014.
Later, she worked in the mobilizational center in Kyiv. She has participated in
combat in Donetsk region with the 5™ battalion of the RS’ VUC. The interview
with this participant was conducted on April 26, 2019, in the Right Sector’s
headquarters, at Uspenskaya 53, in Odesa.

Participant 3. Male, 26 years old.

This research participant departed to the war zone a day after our interview was
conducted. At the moment I have contact with this participant, and he is with the
RS VUC, in the Donetsk region. The interview with this participant was
conducted on April 9, 2019, at Ekaterininskaya 1, in Odesa.

Participant 4. Male, 19 years old.

This young adult was the contact person and the administrator of the RS’ VUC
reserve hundred in Odesa. He departed to the frontline in July 2019. The interview
with this participant was conducted on April 4, 2019, in the Right Sector’s
headquarters, at Uspenskaya 53, in Odesa.
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Participant 5. Female, 29 years old.

Originally from Odesa, she was a paramedic in the war zone. She was studying
economics at the university but later dropped of the university. However, she has
accomplished NATO courses in the city of Lviv and felt that she is needed at the
frontline, because her relatives and her boyfriend fought in this war. She returned
recently from the frontline. At the time of this fieldwork she worked as a waitress
in the civilian life. The interview with this participant was conducted on April 4,
2019, in the Right Sector’s headquarters, at Uspenskaya 53, in Odesa.

Participant 6. Male, 32 years old.

This participant was interviewed in the headquarters of the RS VUC in the town
of the Karlovka, in Donetsk region. His wife accompanied him at the frontline. He
makes frequent rotations and periodically works in civilian life to sustain his
family. After some time in the civilian life he returns to the frontline again to fight
as he called them ‘“the pro-Russian separatists”. The interview with this
participant was conducted on May 5, 2019, at the RS’ VUC military basement in
Karlovka, Donetsk.

Participant 7. Male, 50 years old.

This fighter was interviewed and observed during my visit to the RS VUC
basement in Karlovka, Donetsk. In the beginning this middle-aged man was
somewhat suspicious about me, but later when he knew that I was from
Azerbaijan, he agreed for an interview. He saw me as the friend of his nation,
because according to him, we had a common enemy, in the face of Russia. The
interview with this participant was conducted on May 6, 2019, at the RS’ VUC

military basement in Karlovka, Donetsk.
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