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Abstract

This thesis investigates the resistance of actors of civil society against perceived militarism,
by means of a qualitative case study. As the title suggests, the establishment of a “Cyber
Valley” in Tiibingen, has not only been met with approval by local citizens. This thesis
examines a protest movement against the Cyber Valley — a cooperative research project for
technological advancements in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning. The research
reveals that this protest movement was not reliant on a firm organizational structure but was
led by an open alliance of individuals, called the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley. The
organizational approach resulted in various forms of civil resistance. The empirical research
on these acts of resistance, adds a perspective for a more holistic approach. On their website
(nocybervalley.de) the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley documented developments of the
protests. These accounts constitute a large part of the written material this study is based on,
complemented with semi-structured expert-interviews with four protesters. The interviews
generated a conceptualization of militarism, as a driving motivation for the activists. Thereby,
this study contributes to the contemporary definition of militarism in the context of civil
resistance. The field of Peace and Conflict Studies can benefit from this and similar studies in

that they uncover conceptualizations of key conflicts, as perceived by actors of civil society.
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1. Introduction

This study investigates the still ongoing protests against the establishment of a cooperative
research and development project of industry and research institutions, called Cyber Valley,
and the concomitant settlement of the multinational corporation Amazon. Local activists from
Tiibingen were dissatisfied with the process of decision-making, which excluded the public
almost entirely. When the plans were finally exposed in 2018, a group of activists gathered
for a first demonstration at a central square, called Holzmarkt, to voice their objections and
call attention to the ramifications, they expected the Cyber Valley to have on Tiibingen and its
immediate surroundings, including the development of gentrification. The protesters further
problematized a link to militarism, since the Cyber Valley will invest a lot of resources on
research related to Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine Learning (ML) (Cyber Valley,
2020). This specific research is not only promising for the medical sector or for
environmental sustainability (Ullah et al., 2020). There are many examples of how the very
same technologies that might contribute to traffic security and energy-efficient everyday-
devices can be used in warfare and law enforcement (Marischka, 2020a, pp.69). The partners
of the Cyber Valley repeatedly denied this and instead focused on arguing for the project’s
importance for Tiibingen, Baden-Wiirttemberg and even Germany, stating that Tiibingen was
already one of the leading research centers for Al and ML (ibid. p.55).

The group of activists challenged this depiction and demanded transparency and open
dialogue instead (Gegenuniversitdt in Griindung (GiG), 2019). This led to the founding of the
Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley', as a means for organizing acts of resistance, and creating a
space for debates on the planned project in their city. Despite repeated efforts over the course
of one and a half years, the building ground Baufeld 13* has been sold to Amazon, and the
Cyber Valley will be built as planned. Even though the protesters did not succeed to prevent
the making of the Cyber Valley, it does not mean that the protests have been in vain. By
raising awareness and inviting the public to discuss conflictual issues the protests become part
of a global struggle against capitalism, militarism, militarization and gentrification processes.
The activists succeeded in initiating a debate on controversial technological developments,

industry-dependent scientific research, and the continuous expansion of the military-industrial
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complex to the public in Tiibingen (FS-Politik, 2020). Further, the connection to other protest
movements (i.e. the No-Google-Campus movement in Berlin) and the extensive and openly
accessible documentation of the local developments (Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley,
2020d; Marischka, 2020a) opened up the debate to a much larger audience.

All these characteristics make this protest movement an appealing research subject for
a qualitative case study: the development of a protest against certain technological
advancements which may have a crucial impact on aspects of militarism. And, concomitantly,

the protest’s contingent impact on similar protest movements in Germany and elsewhere.

1.1 Research problem and relevance for Peace and Conflict
Studies

In the resistance against the Cyber Valley and Amazon one line of conflicts is of particular
interest to Peace and Conflict Studies: the contestation with militarism. As pointed out by
Andrew Alexandra, “military institutions exist as part of a broader social environment”,
which raises “questions [...] about the appropriate relationships between military institutions
and other social institutions [...] (1993, pp.207-208).” The complex interrelations of military
(i.e. the military-industrial complex) and social institutions (i.e. the university and research
institutes) are one of the major critiques the protesters hold against the Cyber Valley (GiG,
2019). The continuous development of ever more effective and destructive weapons
contributes to the warring culture that has been established in the Western hemisphere or even
globally (Kuus, 2009). Not only do investments in the arms industry foster conflicts all across
the globe (see Wagner, 2013), but it can also be understood as a toxic cocktail for the
immediate surroundings (GiG, 2019). Therefore, as voiced by Paul, one of the interview
participants of this study, the entanglement of militarism and the social environment is a
debate that should be led in public.

Germany has witnessed many instances of protest against corporations working with
or for the military. The protesters of Rheinmetall Entwaffnen, for example, rose up against the
corporation Rheinmetall, an important supplier to militaries worldwide (Rheinmetall
Entwaffnen, 2019). Their conclusionary comment in the call for action in 2019 gets to the
heart of it: “Time and again people worldwide rise against these destructive practices. Our
camp will be part of this movement. Another world is necessary — and it is possible (ibid.).”
This statement in combination with the adaption of the slogan “War starts here, let’s stop it
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definition of militarism put forward by the scholar Chris Rossdale (2019, p.45): “Militarism
can be understood as the social and international relations of the preparation for and conduct
of organised political violence.” He continues to say that there is no singular form of
militarism, but it is “determined by the particular configurations of power at operation in any
particular environment (ibid.).” Therewith, militarism does not only include the obvious
institutions of “the military, government ministries (principally defence, foreign affairs, trade,
and development), [and] the arms industry” but also “border agencies, police forces, and
private military and security companies (ibid., p.46).” Thus, militarism has a significant
impact on the everyday life of many people, which Rossdale refers to as “banal militarism”
(ibid.).

The foundational research on Al and ML is a field many of these institutions linked to
militarism have shown an interest in (Marischka, 2020a, pp.33), which makes the resistance
against it a highly relevant subject to Peace and Conflict Studies. Approaching the conflictual
issue by having a closer look on the actors who seek to resist against this trend adds a further
perspective to it. Edwards argues, that the analysis of protest movements points us to the “key
conflicts” in society (Edwards, 2014, p.175). Since “activists must construct the meaning of
things in ways that persuade themselves, and others, that collective action is right, necessary,
and timely”, the key conflicts are generally not only hinted at but formulated explicitly (ibid.,
p.92). Instead of solely fixating on the concept of militarism and how it is interpreted by its
opponents, I chose to focus on the resistance movement instead. Following della Porta and
Diani’s conceptualization of social movements, I was interested in “how specific protest
events [can] come out to be perceived as part of [...] [militarism as a larger] conflict (2006,
p.5).”

After the rise of protest movements in the 1960s, scholars of various fields have
addressed themselves to the study of social movements, civil resistance and protest cultures.
With the increase of theoretical analyses, it soon became apparent that protest movements did
not only have an “impact [...] on transformations of the public sphere in general”, but also
“on the emergence of a (trans-)national civil society in particular (Fahlenbrach, Klimke &
Scharloth, 2016, p.2).” Cases, like the Occupy Movement, or the Movement of the Squares,
mirror how grievances can produce similar kinds of resistance throughout various civil
societies across the globe, while, simultaneously, revealing particularities due to distinct
political, social and cultural surroundings (Gerbaudo, 2017). The connections between protest
movements and their differences can be explained with the interplay of the local and the

global. For instance, through fast and easy ways of communication, access to similar



resources (e.g. certain books, history, etc.), as well as an assimilation of governmental
systems (i.e. the spread of democracy; Sombatpoonsiri, 2015; Kivisto, 2002). It has even been
argued that this led to a global interlacing of civil societies, or the development of a global
civil society (Kaldor, 2013).

A slogan of the protests in Tiibingen “Amazon ist kein guter Nachbar in Tiibingen und
anderswo™? illustrates how the protests are not only addressing a local but a global problem.
Obviously, the protests against the Cyber Valley and Amazon in Tiibingen are very limited in
size. But it is not the only instance in which people resisted against a large corporation with
linkages to militarism seeking to expand. Plans for new headquarters of companies such as
Google and Amazon have caused local protests across the globe, including Seattle, New York
and Berlin, to name a few (Fritze et al. 2019; O’Kane 2019). If all instances of civil resistance
are taken together, a larger trend may be visible (e.g. the Fuck off Google Wiki, 2019). To
quote Lewe, one of the interview participants: “One only finds out about [protests] if one is
looking for [them].” Nonetheless, one must not forget that the impact of the locality — i.e. the
social, political, economic and cultural realities — is decisive, making the study of various
cases worldwide even more desirable (Rossdale, 2019). Therefore, this research adopts a
micro perspective on what we might see as a developing globalized practice of resistance and
protest. This falls in line with Rossdale’s (2019, p.45) conceptualization of militarism, which
understands militarism as “accessible (and vulnerable) to democratic and grassroots-based
political action.” Hence, in the context of activism, militarism becomes more tangible and can

then be understood as a local-bound conflict (ibid.).

1.2 Research aim

The study aims at analyzing the protests in Tiibingen, a small town in southern Germany,
which — over the last decades — has not been known as a location of militarism. It investigates
the relationship between militarism as a key societal conflict and the ways in which actors of
civil society sought to resist against its expansion. Thereby, it contributes to the development
and diversification of the body of empirical analyses on this kind of protest. Following the
advice of Opp (1994, p.11), the study concentrates on the micro perspective and the

individuals’ motivation for participating in the protests.
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The chosen research design — a qualitative case study — facilitates the production of
“context-dependent knowledge” rather than “context-independent knowledge” (Flyvbjerg,
2006, p.5). The research question focuses on what can be known about the developments of
this specific protest, relying heavily on the interpretation and self-reflection of the protesters

themselves. The overall research question of this study is:

How did the actors of civil society resist and protest against militarism in the case

of the No-Cyber Valley protests?

Therefore, the analysis looks at a series of protests which mainly have been organized through

the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley. Three specific questions will guide the research process:

1. Who were the engaged actors?
2. What were the motivations for the actors to protest?

3. How did the actors organize and resist?

To allow for an elaborate investigation of the research question, these operational questions
will be supplemented with della Porta and Diani’s (2006) conceptualization of social

movements, introduced in the theory chapter.

1.3 Outline of the thesis

The success of protest movements and civil resistance is highly dependable on the political,
economic, social and cultural contexts. Hence, the second chapter will provide some insights
into the specific background by outlining the history of German protest culture, and providing
some key information on Tiibingen and the Cyber Valley. The third chapter will lead into the
more theoretical part of the study, by giving an overview on previous research within the field
of rather “unconventional” ways of political participation — namely social movements, civil
resistance and protest movements. As the chapters four (on theory) and six (the analysis) will
show, the opponents of the Cyber Valley employed many different kinds of protests that have
been proven to be successful in other cases. Situated in between the respective chapters,
chapter five will address the research design which serves to clarify the data and the analytical
tools. Lastly, the seventh chapter will outline the conclusions drawn from the precedent

analysis and give an outlook on potential future research.



2. Contextual background

This chapter gives an overview of the protest culture in Germany, of Tiibingen — the place of
the protests — and the Cyber Valley to allow for a better understanding of the protests’

contextual setting.

2.1 Protest culture in Germany

According to Hartleb (2011, p.3), “[p]olitical protests in contemporary Europe are
multifaceted, flexible and ever-changing [...].” Germany has a rich history of protest
movements as part of the political culture, which peaked with the student movements of the
1960s and 70s (Rucht, 1989). The most prominent protest movements in Germany were the
anti-nuclear, the environmental, and the peace movement (ibid.). In a way the movements
subsist, since the infrastructure and networks remain, even if visible and active protest events,
broad public support and the motivation to keep going seem to have faded away to a large
degree (ibid., p.333). The existing infrastructure facilitates quicker and more vigorous
initiations of new protests. This way smaller, local protests can win ground due to the
solidarity of other protests and their firm root in the old protest movements (ibid., p.330).
When referring to these local protests that are anchored within a larger movement, Rucht
speaks of “Bewegungskernen™ (ibid., p.311). A side effect of the omnipresence of protest
movements is that they may have lost their edge, since they are expected to arise whenever a
new disputed project is announced, or a controversial political decision is made (ibid.).

This is particularly true for resistance under the umbrella of antimilitarism. Germany
is the fourth largest arms exporters worldwide (Wezeman et al., 2020). Due to the “strong,
state-supported arms industry” much of the resistance against militarism is directed at any and
all institutions related to the production and distribution of weapons (Rossdale, 2019, p.47).
Throughout the years, arms fairs (i.e. AIRTEC formerly annually held in Frankfurt, now in
Munich or the ILA Berlin Air Show) and arms companies (i.e. ZF Friedrichshafen, Heckler &
Koch, Airbus, Thyssen & Krupp AG or Rheinmetall AG), as well as the Bundeswehr itself

have repeatedly been accompanied by protests and other forms of resistance (Aktion
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Aufschrei, 2020). In this sense, the protests against the Cyber Valley and Amazon are part of
a longstanding culture of antimilitaristic resistance.

To sum up, the established protest culture in Germany promises a relatively wide and
diverse public support. But since politicians (or other opponents) can prepare for their
appearance and commence counterattacks before involving the public, the strength of protests
as a tool of political participation may be impaired. This should be kept in mind for the study
at hand, particularly, when it comes to potential reasons of why the protests could not prevent

the Cyber Valley.

2.2 Tiibingen

Tiibingen is a small university town in Baden-Wiirttemberg (Southwestern Germany) with a
population of approximately 90.000 inhabitants and about 27.000 students (Tiibingen
Universitétsstadt, 2020). It is known to be a place where famous German poets, philosophers
and scientists applied themselves to their respective studies, including Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel, and Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling (Francke & Howard Guild, 1913,
p.1; Pinkard, 2002, p.172). Thus, Tiibingen was renowned as a location of the humanities
(Marischka, 2020a, p.13). This depiction has recently changed. With the settlement of
technology-driven industry and research institutions over the course of the last decade, local
newspapers recite descriptions of Tiibingen as a hub for technological advancement (i.e.
“Cyber Valley: weltweits auf Platz acht”™; Schwibisches Tagblatt, 2019a). This development
was propelled by the development of the Technologiepark Tiibingen-Reutlingen® (TTR) from
2003 onwards (TTR, 2020).

As a whole, Tiibingen counts as an economically strong area (Engels & Franken,
2019, p.25). However, not everyone profits from the economic strength of the region:
especially old people, children and people with a migrant background are vulnerable to
poverty (ibid.). Additionally, the housing market has been strained for many years and the
rental prices are among the highest within Germany. Politically, the city has been spearheaded
by the green party Die Griinen for many years (Tiibingen Universititsstadt, 2019). Tiibingen

has many Burschenschaften’, predominantly right-wing conservatives on the one hand and a

5 “Cyber Valley: globally ranked 8th” [my translation]
¢ Technology park Tiibingen-Reutlingen [my translation]
7 Fraternities



broad and well-established milieu leaning to the left on the political spectrum on the other
hand. The latter shapes Tiibingen with various housing projects and a strong protest culture
(see Mietshéduser Syndikat Tiibingen, 2020).

This short reflection on the surroundings can assist to understand particularities of the
protest movement, inasmuch as political, economic, cultural and social realities influence

protest cultures (Rucht, 1989, p.311).

2.3 What is the Cyber Valley and who is involved?

In 2016, initial talks about the creation of a Cyber Valley as an ideal ‘hotbed’ for a newly
founded “research network” were held (Cyber Valley, 2020). The research network is an
alliance of the Land of Baden-Wiirttemberg, scientific actors, namely “the Tiibingen and
Stuttgart sites of the Max Planck Institute for Intelligent Systems, the University of Tiibingen
and the University of Stuttgart,” and — with “Amazon, the BMW Group, IAV GmbH, Daimler
AG, Porsche AG, Robert Bosch GmbH and ZF Friedrichshafen AG” — partners of the
industrial/economic sphere (ibid.). Since then further partners and supporters have joined the
initiative, like the Fraunhofer Institute, the Christian Biirkert Stiftung, the Gips-Schiile-
Stiftung, the Vector Stiftung and the Carl-Zeiss-Stiftung (Cyber Valley, 2020). About the
incentive the official website of the Cyber Valley (2020) writes:

The aim of the cluster is to advance the research and development of intelligent
systems, make this even more visible at an international level and in this way to attract
the best minds in the area of artificial intelligence to Germany and the region. [...] In
addition, the partners intend to use the new model of cooperation between science and
industry to create a stimulating environment for successful company startups in the

area of artificial intelligence.

As mentioned before, the establishment of the Cyber Valley has not only been met with
approval and support. While the Cyber Valley will incorporate several places throughout the
Neckartal between Tiibingen and Stuttgart, the protests focused largely on a location in close
proximity to Tiibingen, the Obere Viehweide, which — paradoxically — lies on top of a hill
(Marischka, 2020b, p.2). However, the project has also received much support, spearheaded
by the professors of the department of computer science and related departments, the majority

of the local politicians, as well as the local media.



2.4 What are the links to militarism as established by the actors of
civil society?

Much of the foundational research the Cyber Valley is looking into is related to automotive
technologies and security devices. However, these very technologies are expected to be of
high relevance for future warfare and securitization (Sauer, 2018). The main resource required
for ML and Al is a large quantity of data, often referred to as big data (Schelling, 2019). This
data often consists of key data (often unwittingly) produced by citizens worldwide (ibid.).
Since much hope is put into this field of investigation — proof are the immense investments
made by numerous states and corporations worldwide — this data has been referred to as
today’s “most valuable resource” (The Economist, 2017). Apparently, this is also true in the
context of combat. Atos, an international IT company which collaborates with defense
organizations across the world, argues: “Information dominance is key [...]. Then,
management of end-to-end data means transforming data in a new weapon (Atos Group,
2018, min. 00:12—-00:15; min. 01:28-01:34).” Thereby, this expanding field augments the
military-industrial complex. Consequently, even if the Cyber Valley would not collaborate
directly with military institutions, its research contributes to the expansion of militarism in
one way or another. Particularly, because most of the partners of the Cyber Valley have been

working for or with the military before.

2.5 Amazon

When understanding the role of Amazon in the case of the Cyber Valley, the interplay of the
local and the global is pivotal. Amazon is a massive international corporation with an annual
revenue of $280.522 Billion US Dollars in 2019 (Statista, 2020; Macrotrends, 2020), which is
why it is ranked “as one of the world's top companies by market value (Reiff, 2019).” Ten
percent of the revenue are earned with their Amazon Web Service (AWS). Within the field of
comprehensive cloud-based programs Amazon is a global market leader. One application of
the AWS, the Amazon Detective exemplifies how these services can support militarism. In a
press release from March 31%, 2020 the corporation brags: “Amazon Detective analyzes
trillions of data points to make it easier to visualize security data and conduct faster and more

efficient investigations [...] (Amazon, 2020).” Despite various internal and external protests

8 See appendix 1



against such endeavors, Amazon is eager to convince firms providing security services and
even governments to use their program.

Due to Amazon’s global established position, it plays an important role for the
development of Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence. Both Al and ML require a
massive amount of data — the more data and the more diversified the data, the lower the error
coefficient (Schelling, 2019). Consequently, supporters of the Cyber Valley have pointed out
the importance of having Amazon aboard. This in turn inspired the protesters to direct many
of the protests against Amazon — the “Achilles heel of the Cyber Valley”, as Marla, one of the
activists, put it. Amazon’s expressed enthusiasm to collaborate with militaries and secret
services makes it an unwanted neighbor for the people of Tiibingen (Biindnis gegen das Cyber
Valley, 2020a). The utilization of Al and ML for services of surveillance and the combined
features for the recognition of people or ‘conspicuous behavior’ can be perceived as an

aggressive interference with personal spaces and a militarization of society.
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3. Previous research

Scholars of various academic fields (i.e. Political Science, Social Science or Peace and
Conflict Studies) have discussed social movements, civil resistance and protest. One
explanation for the fascination for this subject could be the struggle over the distribution of
power that becomes visible in these practices. As Vinthagen put it, “people who actively
support or passively accept the conditions of those in power are therefore those who generate
that power (2015, p.43).” Those, on the other hand, who refuse to comply and claim
democratic political participation instead, are the ones who question that power. This chapter
will give a brief overview on some key aspects of theories of social movement, civil

resistance and protest that are of particular relevance to this study.

3.1 Cuvil Resistance

A common means which actors of civil society can apply to withhold their consent is civil
resistance — an active or passive resistance organized by actors of civil society “without
resorting to violence” (Schock, 2015, p.1). Historic “movements that illustrate the conceptual
development” of nonviolent civil resistance are “the Indian liberation struggle (from the
1920s to 1947), the Civil Rights Movement in the USA (1950s and 1960s), the British anti-
nuclear weapons movement (1960s), [and] the South African anti-apartheid movement (from
the 1950s to the 1990s)”, to mention the most prominent ones (Vinthagen, 2015, p.52).
Lesser-known movements, like the Serbian student movement Otpor also contributed to
nowadays understanding of civil resistance movements (Sombatpoonsiri, 2015). Moreover,
theorists of nonviolent resistance like Gene Sharp (2005) or Brian Martin (2012) indirectly
shaped the development and studies of civil resistance (Schock, 2015). Over the last decade
large civil resistance and protest movements could be witnessed across the globe (i.e. the
Arab Spring 2010, the Occupy movement from 2011 to 2013, or the protests in Ukraine 2014
(Butler, Mecheril & Brenningmeyer, 2017, p.8; inal & Gezgin, 2017, p.104)). They received
much attention across various fields of the social and political sciences, including Peace and
Conflict Studies.

Most literature on civil resistance assumes a violent response by the opponent —
usually a political or military body and often equated with a dictatorship (Schock, 2015, p.1).

However, there have been calls for an extension of the narrow focus of civil resistance theory,

11



to include social movements and protests that do not oppose a dictatorship but wish to bring
about social change of a different kind (i.e. resistance against militarism, capitalism, etc.;
Schock, 2015, p.307; Burrowes, 1996). Martin, for example, is one of the scholars who
emphasized the potential of civil resistance as a means of unconventional political
participation (Martin, 2012). In the Backfire Manual, Martin (2012, p.9) made an important
observation on the relationship between protesters and “official channels”, which are often
instrumentalized by the opponent in order to minimize public outrage and “include
ombudsmen, courts, commissions of inquiry, panels of experts [...] and any other formal
process for dealing with problems.” He established that “[p]rotesters often have an ambivalent
attitude towards official channels. [Because] if [these channels] worked well, there would be
no need to protest”, as they could have made use of these channels in the first place (ibid.,
p.62). “However,” Martin continues, “the agencies and processes for dealing with
developments are often corrupted in one way or another, either through inside influence or a
pervasive ideology that serves powerful groups (ibid.).” This is true for the protest under
scrutiny as well. The actors trying to avert the Cyber Valley directed much of their protests at
a political institution — the municipal council — because they were unsatisfied with their way

of decision-making, particularly in regard to transparency.

3.2 Social movements

Important contributions to the field also came from the scholars of social movements, a
research field of that gained ground after social movements of unprecedent strength erupted
the 1960s (della Porta & Diani, 2006, p.1). Since then, “there has been considerable
fluctuation in the intensity of collective action, as there has been in its degree of radicalism,
its specific forms, and its capacity to influence the political process (della Porta & Diani,
2006, p.2).” While the study of civil resistance often focuses on the (nonviolent) methods
applied by the actors (see Chenoweth & Stephan, 2011; Vinthagen, 2015; Schock, 2015;
Sombatpoonsiri, 2015), social movement theorists are more often concerned with how the
movements came to being and with its integral concepts, such as identity or ideology (see
Meyer et al., 2002; della Porta & Diani, 2006; Goodwin & Jasper, 2009; Edwards, 2014).

A social movement is commonly defined as a “collective, organized, sustained, and
noninstitutional challenge to authorities, powerholders, or cultural beliefs and practices
(Goodwin & Jasper, 2009, p.4).” This applies for the protest movement against the Cyber

Valley as well. Nevertheless, the movement at hand cannot be understood as a social
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movement, because it is rather small in scope, the actors did not develop a collective identity
(the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley was very open for people to join and drop-out) and their
demands cannot be understood as a demand for social change in the traditional sense
(Edwards, 2014).

In the 1990s different scholars (e.g. Opp & Gern, 1993; Zuo & Benford, 1995)
recognized that there are three levels from which social movements can be approached
(Staggenborg, 2002, p.125). The levels to be taken into consideration are the micro level (the
individual), the meso level (the movement), and the macro level (the society) (ibid., p.124).
This study mostly looks at the micro level, as it inquires what motivates the individuals to
participate and how they resist. The meso level addresses the sum of individual acts of
resistance, as to inspect them as part of a movement. The macro level is only discussed on the
margins as the environment in which the former two levels are situated in. Furthermore, the
motivations of the individuals (and thereby the movement) ultimately are a critique of the
larger system and need to be understood in the context of a particular society (i.e. political,

economic, social and cultural settings).

3.3 Global protest

With the process of globalization, the term of society has become very flexible as it can refer
to a local, national or global society (e.g. Cotesta, Cicchelli & Nocenzi, 2013). Since the
global financial crisis in 2008, which Gerbaudo compares to a “veritable political
earthquake”, neoliberalism and globalization have become the main targets of protests, with
the main drivers of the protests coming from the far left and the far right of the political
spectrum (2017, p.1).

Due to the interconnectedness of the world people have found incentives from
geographically distant resistance movements for their own struggles (i.e. “the movement of
the squares”; ibid., p.2). After 2011 the world witnessed a new dimension of social
movements: global protest (ibid., p.233). The wave of protest movements between 2011 and
2016, accompanied by a “powerful sense of possibility for radical political change (ibid.,
p.3)”, led scholars, like Butler, Mecheril, and Brenningmeyer, to conclude that “resistance
[...] has again become a viable option to confront a government (2017, p.8).” Henceforth,
protest movements have been called “new politics of citizenism”, incorporating the “idea of
grassroot democracy based on the principle of ‘horizontality’, which opposes the presence of

leaders and hierarchical structures (Gerbaudo, 2017, p.4).” Still, this global trend of protest
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movements has different characteristics depending on the local context. While the protests in
Tiibingen show some similarities, like the principle of ‘horizontality’, they also display
unique characteristics.

This study contributes empirically to the research of how activists use protests as a
means to resist against militarism. It sheds light on how the engaged actors conceptualize
militarism and on how they sought to counteract its perpetuation. The following chapter takes
the theories established in previous research as to conceptualize the essential concepts that

will constitute the theoretical framework of this study.
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4. Theoretical framework

Following Chambliss and Schutt (2019, p.91), this chapter defines the relevant concepts of the
research (“conceptualization”) and provides an outline for how these concepts will frame and
drive the analysis. A concept can be defined as “a mental image that summarizes a set of
similar observations, feelings, or ideas (ibid., p.92).”

In the case of this study two concepts are determinative to the process and outcome of
the research: civil resistance and protest. ~Furthermore, the study borrows from the
conceptualization of social movements as suggested by the scholars della Porta and Diani
(2006, pp.5-6). For the study at hand, two of the recommended foci of investigation are of
particular importance: The first investigates the “relationship between structural change and
transformations in patterns of social conflicts”, and the second follows “the process through
which values, interests, and ideas get turned into collective action (ibid., p.5).” The
exploration of the social conflicts matches the second operational question of this study,
which seeks to detect what motivated the engaged actors to protest against the Cyber Valley
and Amazon. The understanding of the development of collective action promises to shed a
light on how the engaged actors organized and resisted, thus, answering the third operational

question.

4.1 Civil Resistance

Civil resistance is a means that social movements, as well as smaller groups and other actors
of civil society, employ to reach a desired change. The key is that it draws on strategies
available to the civil society. The term civil resistance almost exclusively embodies
nonviolent methods (Schock, 2015). Notably, there are different definitions of what holds as
nonviolent actions (Chabot, 2015, p.234). While Sharp draws a clear line between violence
and nonviolence, Chabot — drawing on Gandhi — argues that the reality is not as binary: “[...]
any political action involves some degree of physical force and [...] resistance is never totally
nonviolent. Instead of assuming a fixed dichotomy,” he suggests, to “explore how activists
develop and display practical wisdom for responding to the complexities of violence and
nonviolence in actual situations (Chabot, 2015, p.234).” The various acts of resistance
employed against the Cyber Valley and Amazon, thus, have to be evaluated individually in

terms of nonviolence.
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Sharp differentiates between five different methods of nonviolent action (ibid., p.232).
The ones of interest to this study are “methods of protest and persuasion, [...] political
noncooperation, [...] and nonviolent intervention [...] (ibid.).” Methods of protests and
persuasion include “public declarations, symbolic acts, street theater, marches, assemblies,
and walk-outs (ibid.).” Methods of political noncooperation include “boycott of government
institutions, mass noncooperation, and civil disobedience”, and nonviolent intervention
include “hunger strikes, sit-ins, alternative institutions, and land occupations (ibid.).” Many of
these methods have been applied in the struggle against the Cyber Valley and Amazon. Their

identification is crucial to the third operational question.

4.2 Protest

Protest is a popular method of civil resistance and of particular importance to this research. In
this study, protests are understood as events that indicate the resistance and also include
actions that, according to Sharp, classify as methods of political noncooperation and
nonviolent intervention. Protests are typically directed towards two audiences: the
opponent(s), and the public. In order to keep both audiences engaged, “the choice of form of
actions” is critical (della Porta & Fabbri, 2016, p.188—189).

Common forms of protest include rallies, demonstrations, occupations, as well as
“small acts of resistance — which include displays of graffiti, T-shirts, posters, and stickers
(Sombatpoonsiri, 2015, p.63).” Naturally, the type of protest determines how messages are
received. Political music, protest songs, or theater, for instance, have a different way of
engaging people than an occupation of public spaces, rallies or acts of civil disobedience
(Fahlenbrach, Klimke & Scharloth, 2016). The same goes for the activists’ physical and
verbal appearance. Often powerful opponents try to devalue activists as to reduce the public’s
sentiment and support for the protesters (Martin, 2012). In that case, the protesters need to pay
close attention to their appearance and language (ibid., p.80). If the opponent depicts the
protesters as “crazy destroyer[s]”, it can be advisable to appear calmly and to reflect on the
language used, as to counter the opponents’ portrayal (ibid.).

There are various methods of protest that facilitate a positive and friendly appearance,
while still leaving an impression on the audience. According to Kraus (2016, p.383), street
theater is one such example: “theatricality can enhance the cohesion within the protest
movement as well as between the actors and the audience, attracts public attention, and helps

communicate and explain central ideas.” Sombatpoonsiri (2015, p.59) found out that humor
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can be applied as an appealing communication method as well. It can have a positive effect on
media coverage and might even help to “prevent burnout among activists when the campaigns
are prolonged (ibid.).” Another medium of communication that can be employed during
protests is music, in particular the protest song (Kutschke, 2016). They can “help to convey
the protesters’ grievances [and to] demand change and negotiations with opposing political
groups, mostly state officials and groups in power (Kutschke, 2016, p.267).” Furthermore,
many protests use alternative media as a creative means of conveying their demands, “from
posters to radio [...] from graffiti to stickers (Mattoni, 2016, p.221).”

Nonetheless, more offensive kinds of actions should not be underestimated. Actions of
political noncooperation or nonviolent intervention typically attract more attention than a
poster, for the simple reason that it is something ‘out of the ordinary’ (see Chabot, 2015,
p.231). With acts of civil disobedience, for instance, protesters can strongly express their
frustrations with the perceived injustice. According to Rawls, civil disobedience entails
“openly breaking the law and showing disrespect to legitimately established democratic
authority” (Flam & Wettergren, 2016, p.397) without resorting to violence. By openly
breaking the law, protesters show that they are willing to face the potential consequences.
While this is indeed a powerful statement, it is important for all participants to know what
consequences need to be expected (Martin, 2012). It is likely that the opponent will employ
means of intimidation, which the protesters could then hijack for their own ends (ibid.). For
example, when it comes to arrests or similar measures, the activists could use the process as
another campaigning opportunity (ibid.).

Besides that, Martin identified three further tactics that should be anticipated in the
engagement over a conflictual issue and can be counteracted: “cover-up”, “reinterpretation”,
and “official channels” (ibid). If the opponent tries to cover-up a situation, Martin suggests,
the protesters need to get ahold of the information that the opponent seeks to disguise and to
“distribute [the] information to audiences (ibid., p.53).” This counteraction similarly applies
when taking measures against the opponent’s reinterpretation techniques (ibid., p.58). In this
case, the protesters need to use the gathered information to support the validity of their
interpretation of “the events as an injustice” (ibid., p.76).

Ordinarily, Martin warns protesters to avoid official channels because they are slow in
progress and tend to focus on regulations and technicalities instead of addressing central
conflicts (ibid., p.82). However, if the opponent goes through official channels to reduce
public outrage, protesters could consider participating as to influence the decision-making, by

2% ¢

“testifying”, “pushing for a better inquiry” or “infiltrating the inquiry (ibid., p.83).” Another
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option would be to continue avoiding the official channels and “ignore [...] [or even] discredit
the inquiry (ibid.).” Still further options include “carry[ing] out [an own] inquiry” and to
“[u]se the inquiry as a campaigning opportunity (ibid., p.84).”

Lastly, Martin highlights the importance of recording the events so they are not
forgotten — especially, if the injustice could not be amended (ibid., pp.86-87). Even if the
desired outcome could not be reached, the documentation might prove to be useful for
comparable acts of resistance (ibid.).

The conceptualization of civil society and protest as outlined in this chapter allow for
an informed analysis of the various types of protests that have been applied as methods of the

resistance against the Cyber Valley and Amazon.
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5.Research design

This chapter elaborates on the chosen research design. As mentioned above, the research
concerns itself with a series of protests. The protests are understood as a protest movement,
because of typical characteristics and commonalities with other movements. These
interpretations were inspired by the previous research and the resultant conceptualized theory
functions as the analytical framework for this qualitative case study. According to Creswell, a
case study is an “in-depth analysis of a case, often a program, event, activity, process or one
or more individuals (2014, p.14).” It is interested in the particularities of a matter (“‘context-
dependent knowledge) and does not claim to produce generalizable conclusions (Flyvbjerg,
2006, p.7). Flyvbjerg argues, the acquisition of practical, context-dependent knowledge is of
high value to “the study of human affairs”, since “predictive theories and universals [aka
context-independent knowledge] cannot be found (ibid.).”

As is common for qualitative research, this study is based on an “inductive data
analysis” (Creswell, 2009, p.175). Meaning, that the theoretical framework was informed by
the data and the other way around, as I worked “back and forth between the themes and the
data [...]” (ibid.). On the one hand, the theoretical framework inspired my interview guide.
On the other hand, themes and unexpected turns during the interviews helped to refine the
conceptualization of the theory. The interview guide’ includes questions concerning the
participants’ personal motives to practice civil resistance, questions about the participants’
conception of militarism, inquiries about the development of the protest movement over time,
and requests for detailed descriptions of specific protest actions.

After a first interpretation of the data I performed a content analysis. Thereby, I
focused on one extensive written document, published on the website of the Biindnis gegen
das Cyber Valley (nocybervalley.de), and on the interview transcripts. The qualitative content
analysis' includes codes related to militarism (i.e. military, militarily, Bundeswehr, weapons,
arms industry, war, surveillance, secret service), civil resistance (i.e. protest, persuasion,
intervention, noncooperation, etc.), and protest action (i.e. blockade, occupation,

demonstration, protest, strike, rally). Notably, the context was considered as vital, especially

? See appendix 2
10 See appendix 3
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if codes could be assigned to the injustice caused by the opponent as well as to the protesters

demands (e.g. control, fight, attack).

5.1 Material

The research draws on “multiple sources of data” — interviews and written text — which has
the potential of increasing the research validity (Creswell, 2009, p.175; p.191). The respective
sources depict what the actors of civil society protested against and how they went about. It is
important to note that this study does not claim to present a truth on the subject of the
protests. It should rather be understood as an investigation of how the participants resisted
against the perceived militarism. I will put a finer point to the interview participants later on
and will now confine myself to the sampling method and the specifics of how I collected the
data.

The interviews took place via videoconferences and telephone calls. I used two

(13

methods of “nonprobability sampling”, namely “availability sampling” and “snowball
sampling” (Chambliss & Schutt, 2019, p.131). I started out by interviewing acquaintances,
who coincidently are at the center of the protests. Through snowball sampling I got to
interview one more person who participated in the protests. All of the interview participants
of this study have a strong background in political and social science, and most are
specialized on research around the subject of militarism. Due to the research aim, this made
them an obvious choice as research participants. I later got the chance to interview further
participants but did not have enough time to include them as interview participants. Since the
answers and the reasoning behind were rather alike, I suspect I would have come to similar
results interviewing further people. Despite the lacking representativity of nonprobability
sampling, it can be an eligible method for qualitative research, “when random sampling is not
possible (ibid.).”

In order to compensate for the limited number of available interview participants, I
complemented the data with written sources published on the matter. The main written source
was a reader document, that was frequently updated and comprises various articles,
commentaries and speeches which accompanied the protests. All written material has been
produced and published by the opponents of the Cyber Valley and can be accessed through
the website nocybervalley.de. It includes research and statements on the Cyber Valley, the
partners of the Cyber Valley and their research, and on expected research developments.

Further, the website provides information on upcoming and past actions, and material for the
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protest against the Cyber Valley, including two protest songs. I performed a content analysis
on the reader document and on the interviews. The establishment of codes and the careful and
repeated inspection necessitated by a content analysis allowed for a more attentive reading of

complementary sources.

5.2 Coding and analysis

Once I had collected all of the data, I chose to code it, following Creswell’s recommendation
(2009, pp.185-186). I decided on a coding scheme on the basis of the reader document and
adapted as well as remodeled it several times throughout the process. For the analysis, I
eliminated the codes that appeared only once in total or were vague. In accordance with the
research question and the operational questions, I settled on three categories: militarism, civil
resistance and protest. The latter two are conceptualized in the theoretical framework and
assist to answer the third operational question: “How did the actors organize?”. The former is
integral to the second operational question (What were the motivations for the actors to
protest?), hence, the content analysis directly informs its definition.

Moreover, the content analysis assisted to verify the relevance of the chosen concepts
to the studied case. For instance, to verify that militarism was as central to the protests as I
had anticipated, I counted the appearance of terms directly linked to militarism. Nevertheless,
the content analysis cannot be viewed as a bullet-proof method to correct biased
interpretations, as it is based on the interpretation of codes as relevant or irrelevant for a
certain category (ibid., p.186). The codes need to be contextualized — as becomes clear with
the example of militarism. Most terms were very obvious in their vicinity to the common
understanding of militarism within the surrounding I am socialized in (e.g. military, militarily,
Bundeswehr, etc.). However, some terms need to be understood within the context they are
used (e.g. intelligence, attack), and require a precursory definition of what is perceived as
militarism. The definition of militarism is part of the analysis as it was inductively extracted

from the data itself.

5.3 Participants

The participants have an impact on the research as a whole, as the gathered data comprises
(self-)reflection and subjective assessment of the case. Including the account of interview

participants is extremely important to this study, since it intends to understand how people
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make sense of their world (Chambliss & Schutt, 2019, p.253). Furthermore, the first
operational question (Who are the engaged actors?) is linked to the selection of interview
participants.

This section will provide information on the participants for increased reliability
without impairing ethical considerations or violating the participants privacy (ibid., p.82). The
participants were selected for two reasons: Firstly, I already knew most of them from having
lived in Tiibingen and having participated in two of the protest events myself. Secondly, we
had already talked about some of the protest events and I anticipated that they would be
valuable informants, especially, in regard to three particular acts of resistance (namely, the
occupation of the Kupferbau, the theatrical performances, and the final hearing at the
municipal council). Furthermore, I had previously discussed the matter of militarism with
some of them and, hence, thought their informed opinion on this subject to be valuable for my
research.

For further transparency, the following includes general statements about the interview
participants. All the interview participants actively participated in the protests (i.e. organized
events, gave speeches, contributed research). The interviewees are female and male young
adults. All mastered German on the level of native-speakers and have been living in Tiibingen
and/or Germany for several years. Accordingly, they hold prerequisites to independently
analyze the political, cultural and social context of the protests they took part in. One of the
participants is a student of the social sciences. The others also have an academic background
and now deal with aspects of militarism on a daily basis due to their respective occupations.

The first interview participant, Marla, was involved from the very first rally and
participated in the initiation of the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley. Amongst others, she
participated in the performance of street theater, as a particular form of protest. The second
interview participant, Paul, became interested in the protest because his friends were very
involved, on the one hand, and because some of the arguments brought forward were closely
related to topics he had previously come to research in detail, on the other hand. Namely, the
conflict of militarism, in relation to the foundational research on Al and ML, caught his
attention. Because there is no record or transcript of this second interview, the content
analysis does not include the answers given by Paul. The third interview participant, Lewe,
was more involved in the earlier stages of the protests and the founding of the Biindnis gegen
das Cyber Valley. He was particularly engaged in the occupation of a lecture hall in the

Kupferbau, a university building. The fourth participant, Maxi, was also involved early on
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and up to this day. He shared interesting insights on who participated in the protests and who

reacted defensive towards the expressed critique.

5.4 Ethical considerations

Prior to the interviews the participants received a document with a detailed description of the
research they would participate in and had to give their informed consent. They were made
aware of their option to withdraw their consent and their participation at any time during the
research process. Furthermore, I gave them the option to access the transcripts, and shared the
results with them for possible corrections of their statements before submitting the thesis.
Since the interview participants are of major significance to this study, I wanted to make sure
their contribution is acknowledged. Thus, I consulted them about their preferences of how
they would like to be referred to. All but one participant preferred to be cited under an
assumed name. Further measures taken to ensure the protection of their privacy included the
anonymization of interview transcripts and saving the original interview material on an
external storage device. I conducted the interviews via jitsi.org, an online service for
videoconferences, which promises encrypted communication transfer (jitsi, 2020). However,
being dependent on such means of communication I was not able to ensure complete privacy

protection. The participants were made aware of this risk.

5.5 Delimitations

The study was affected by the impact of the Corona Virus to some degree. Instead of traveling
to the place of investigation as planned, I had to conduct interviews via electronic means of
communication and was heavily reliant on the people in my network. Therefore, the sample is
relatively small. Due to the application of “nonprobability sampling methods” (Chambliss &
Schutt, 2019, p.131) I was not able to balance gender or age among the interviewees, which
may lead to a bias in the conclusions. Similarly, the study would have benefitted from a large
population sample. The data triangulation diffuses these biases slightly. The written sources
include voices of further protest participants and are more representative for the population.
Since the answers were very similar to those of the interview participants, the study verifiably
captures many important insights. After all, the aim of this study is not to present /e truth but
rather to “establish the meaning of a phenomenon from the views of participants (Creswell,

2009, p.16).”
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I lived in Tiibingen for a brief period in 2019 where I got to know my interview
participants and took part in some of the protests myself. This influenced me in choosing this
protest movement as my research project. In accordance with Creswell’s suggestions, I chose
a research question relying on the participants’ reflection, rather than my own (ibid., p.186).
However, in qualitative research, the researcher functions as a “key instrument” and hence,

necessarily influences the outcome of the research (ibid., p.185).
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6. Analysis

The analysis is guided by the operational questions and the theoretical framework presented
in chapter four. Thus, the analysis will go from identifying the engaged actors and their
motivations for protesting, to the study of various applied forms of protest actions. The main
findings will be outlined, leaving it to the subsequent chapter to interpret the findings in

relation to the research aim the study set out for.

6.1 Who are the engaged actors?

The first operational question inquires into the actors engaged in the protest movement.
Accordingly, this section approaches the movement from the micro perspective, looking at the
individuals that are a part of the movement (the meso level) and of society (the macro level).
At the center of the protests was the open Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley. According to the
interview participants, the Biindnis arose from a small rally against the establishment of the
Cyber Valley in July 2018 on a square in Tibingen called Holzmarkt, a popular place for
demonstrations and rallies (Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley, 2020d). Essentially, the rally
consisted of a pavilion with information boards about the project and the partners involved in
the Cyber Valley. Marla remembered, how the initial action attracted the interest of rather
many people who were eager to learn more about the project and to engage discussions.
Hence, the organizers of the rally decided to arrange regular meetings. Lewe said, the regular
meetings functioned as a space for discussions, a source of information, and a basis from
which actions could be implemented. Following Lewe’s and Maxi’s description of how the
movement developed in regard to the numbers of participants, the protests mirrors a
development that agrees with the typical cycle of protest movements, as defined by Dieter
Rucht (1989). It started slowly with only a handful of participants, soon reached its climax —
with up to 200 participants at a demonstration in November 2018 — and then declined again.
Lewe believed, the fluctuations were partly due to the openness of the Biindnis gegen das
Cyber Valley, making it easy for people to join and to drop out.

When I asked about the protest participants, Marla admitted she had already known
most of the fellow activists from former protest actions. Politically, the protest movement was
leaning towards the left, including many advocates of antimilitarism among the participants.

Lewe, for example, described himself as being critical towards capitalism, the military and
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towards surveillance. This self-description seems to match many members of the Biindnis
gegen das Cyber Valley, contributing to some sort of “collective we” (della Porta & Diani,
2006, p.5). This falls in line with Gerbaudo’s observation that most (social) movements are
instigated from either the political left or right (2017). While some people belonged to activist
groups or organizations (i.e. the Informationsstelle Militarisierung, Attac, the
Interventionistische Linke, Ende Geldnde, the Friedensplenum, or student groups like the
Ernst-Bloch-Universitit), Lewe and Maxi agreed, that people tended to act as individuals
rather than representatives. However, they did at times draw on tangible and intangible
resources of the organizations or groups they belonged to (Edwards, 2014). As examples
Lewe mentioned using the organization’s copy machine for printing flyers or drawing on
know-how for the conflictual issues gathered in that context.

This corresponds with Rucht’s (1989) observations of the German protest culture. He
indicated that interconnections between different protest movements and activist groups can
foster newly developing movements (ibid., p.330). Besides the availability of resources, they
tend to function as social platforms, facilitating discussions and ultimately “creating a
community” (Teune, 2016, p.277). Many people, like Paul, come to join a movement because
of interpersonal relations. Nonetheless, protest movements can at times also attract people
who have no personal connections to the engaged actors. The occupation of the university
building Kupferbau, for example, caught the attention of a number of students. Maxi
remarked that even some of the “students, that had not been politicized before” got engaged.
Since, according to Lewe, the occupation had actually been initiated by a group of people,
frustrated with nowadays unpolitical body of students in comparison with the student
movements of the 60s, their participation holds a success.

Later, another group of people joined the movement, which Maxi described as “very
active retirees”, noting that the term “retiree” may not be a fitting term for the group of
people. He highlighted, that this latter group focused on the involvement of Amazon and
almost exclusively protested against the corporation’s settlement in Tiibingen. Besides the
students and the retirees, many protesters — and most of the interview participants — live in
comparable social environments. Many of the protesters are residents of housing projects in
Tiibingen, which grew out of the demand for affordable living spaces. Furthermore, most
have been involved in other acts of resistance, particularly against militarism.

In conclusion, the movement was structured very loosely and consisted of many
different individuals, leaning towards the left on the political spectrum. Most protesters have

previously devoted time to the resistance against militarism and other conflictual issues. The
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protesters acted as individuals, not representatives, and engaged in the protest actions they felt

comfortable with; several individuals came up with their own ideas for actions.

6.2 Motivations guiding the protests

The second operational question asks for the actors’ motivations to engage in civil resistance,
and “relationship between structural change and transformations in patterns of social conflicts
(della Porta & Diani, 2006, p.5).”

One of the motivations shared by several protesters is the fear of gentrification in
Tiibingen. The attraction of “brilliant minds” could not only lead to a decline of affordable
living space, but the new customer base may also alter the city’s offer of leisure activities and
shopping options (GiG, 2019, p.6; p.9). Ultimately, this could lead to a displacement of the
lower social classes, which typically include old people and students (Engels & Franken,
2019, p.25). These assumed prospects are common developments of gentrification and have
been witnessed in numerous instances worldwide (e.g. San Francisco, Melbourne, London,
Barcelona or Shanghai; Atkinson & Bridge, 2005).

A subject of particular interest to the field of Peace and Conflict Studies is the
protesters’ identification of militarism as a motivation for resistance. The interviewees’
conceptualization of militarism is very similar to the conceptualization established by
Rossdale, who based it on his research on activism against militarism in the UK (2019).
Moreover, the responses of my interview participants were very alike one another and mainly
differed in where the individuals set their focus (i.e. on surveillance, warfare, or the merging
of the military-industrial complex with scientific research). Marla and Lewe focused largely
on examples of how Al and ML could contribute to an even more extensive surveillance.
They criticized the discriminatory aspects of these technologies (i.e. racial or gender biases)
and the concurrent erosion of privacy. Paul acknowledged these aspects as well but fixated
more on the technologies’ impact on the production of new weapon systems and the change in
future warfare as a consequence. Maxi’s remarks agreed with the above. However, he seemed

mostly concerned with the Zivilklausel!!, or rather the lack thereof. The content analysis

1 A voluntary commitment of a research institution to exclusively conduct research that serves civil society and
peaceful purposes (FURIOS 2013).
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supports the centrality of militarism to the protests: the codes linked to militarism add up to
140 hits in the reader, and 94 hits in the sum of the interview transcripts'2.

b

This form of “everyday” militarism has constituted a target for activists for many
decades now (Rossdale, 2019). The establishment of the Cyber Valley points to a recent
change that makes these conflicts even more relevant. The technological advances the
partners of the Cyber Valley are interested in have the potential to revolutionize militarism
(GiG, 2019). According to Marla, developments of Al and ML, like machine vision and
machine hearing have the potential to reinvent surveillance practices. Except for Paul, all of
the interview participants expressed their perception of the intensification and enhancement of
surveillance measures as threatening and a militarization of their society. As Marla explained,
technologies like face recognition (as promoted by Amazon, for instance) and voice
recognition can be deployed for border controls and in-depth police investigations. While
their deployment may (or may not) enhance national security, the technologies — and perhaps
institutions which make use of them — are prone to racist and other kinds of discrimination
and, hence, restrain the freedom and security of individuals, she maintained.

The last verse of a protest song is exemplary of the interconnections between the
various conflicts addressed here (i.e. of surveillance, human security versus national security,
and militarism). It was performed by approximately twenty to thirty people as a form of
protest at the final hearing of the municipal council (Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley,

2020b):

Uns‘re Gedanken-Welt,
wenn sie die mal kennen,
machen sie daraus Geld,
uns bleibt nur zu rennen,
Uberwachung und Waffen,
ist das was sie schaffen,
Cyber-Valley stoppen wir,
mein Gedanke gehort mir!

The song is inspired by a traditional German folksong (Die Gedanken sind frei'®) which

adheres to the freedom of thought that can persist despite means of oppression. The altered

12 See appendix 3
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song questions whether this will be true much longer in the face of the technological
advancements based on the analysis of ‘our’ data (ibid.). The verse cited above can be roughly
translated as follows: “Once they know our world of thought, they will commodify it and our
only option will be to run. They will produce surveillance and weapons. We will stop Cyber
Valley — my thought is mine!”

Another motivation mentioned by the participants is related to the aforementioned
conflict and circles around democratic participation, transparency, and the freedom of science.
More precisely, it is a conflict over control: who controls what research is conducted, what
the results are used for and by whom? Paul was particularly upset about this issue, which he
mentioned in one breath with militarism: While the council continuously denied that the
military would have any access to or use for the research conducted at the Cyber Valley, in
reality they have no way of knowing that. Paul concluded, “[i]t was important to read out the
extracts of the position paper [published by the German military] — we cannot let them [the
municipal council] run out on this discussion!” The said paper was read out at the final
hearing of the municipal council. It clearly stated that the Bundeswehr would pay close
attention to the research on Al and ML that is being conducted for civil purposes. Maxi
similarly insisted in the possibility of military involvement, by pointing at the previous (and at
times repeated) collaboration with militaries, secret services and police forces by a majority of
the Cyber Valley partners.

However, it became apparent how difficult it is to encircle the military-industrial
complex. This is not a new phenomenon; as quoted in the introduction, Alexandra (1993)
already pointed out this complexity in 1993. In 2011 Hartleb (2011, p.10) foresaw, that “a
new opponent may yet lie in the non-transparency and complexity of modern European
democracies, which could sow the seeds of a new protest wave.” The accuracy is visible in
the protesters’ repeated demands for transparency and inclusion of the public in the
supposedly democratic decision-making (GiG, 2019). The missing transparency is
particularly evident when it comes to such complex phenomena like that of militarism. Still,
Lewe compared the Cyber Valley to a prism, which breaks the light and makes the conflicts
around the militarism, capitalism and surveillance visible. Instead of being frustrated, he saw

it as a chance: “This also means, that it creates a place where one can protest against these

13 The thoughts are free [my translation]
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otherwise very abstract concepts.” Paul concurred that these debates should be led in public,
forcing people to deal with these topics — regardless of which conclusion they may arrive at.
In agreement with the debate over the existence of a global society, I asked the
interview participants whether they felt like the local movement could be considered as part
of a global social movement. In response, Maxi identified three larger movements
(corresponding with the motivations) with which the protests could be aligned: social
movements for “peaceful research” (the demand for a Zivilklausel), “resistance against large
technology-corporations, their mechanisms of exploitation and their impact on cities
(gentrification)”, and protests that demand the “democratization of institutions of higher
education.” The reoccurrence of such themes in struggles across the globe, support the
arguments for an existence of a global protest society — if not a global civil society. Here, the
different levels from which the resistance can be perceived become apparent: the motivations
of the individuals (micro) drive the movement (meso), which then has an impact on the

society at large (macro).

6.3 Acts of resistance

The second operational question ties in closely with the third: How did the actors organize
and resist? It addresses “the process through which values, interests, and ideas get turned into
collective action” (della Porta & Diani, 2006, p.5). More specifically, this section looks at the
organizational structures, the intended audiences, and the specific methods of the civil

resistance against the establishment of the Cyber Valley and the settlement of Amazon.

6.3.1 The organizatory structure

The Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley met about once a month. During the peak of the protests
it was arranged to meet more frequently, since it did not only facilitate discussions and
exchange of information. It also enabled the actors to suggest and plan actions of resistance.
Three of the interview participants emphasized that the Biindnis was very loosely defined.
They stated, it served as an important catalyst for the protests since it enabled participants to
find like-minded people and made it easier to organize. But that it remained more of a
network, meaning it was not decided on a ‘grand strategy’. Instead, Marla explained, actions
more often originated from spontaneous ideas of individuals. Thus, in general, the actions

were organized with the help of but not through the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley.
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The content analysis of the reader and the interviews yielded no hits for
“noncooperation” or “persuasion”, two hits for “intervention”, and 22 hits for “protest”.
Further investigations of the documents and interviews for methods of resistance partly
support the results of the content analysis. Most methods belong to the category of protest and
persuasion, some actions match the description of political noncooperation only one incident

was a method of nonviolent intervention.

6.3.2 Methods of protest and persuasion

A large motivation for the protests seems to originate from raising awareness and opening up
the debate to the public. Concurrently, the protest actions were directed towards two
audiences: the public and the powerful opponent, who has the control as to permit or deny the
realization of the contested project. The most evident aims of the civil resistance movement
against the Cyber Valley were to raise awareness, to incite a public debate.

Rallies and demonstrations belong to the most common forms of protest — not only in
Tilibingen, but in general (Chabot, 2015). Drawing on the interviews, the rallies and
demonstrations against the Cyber Valley and Amazon were decided upon on the monthly
meetings of the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley and subsequently announced via two email
distribution lists, as well as via posters and flyers. The main incentive was to create awareness
and inform the public on what the protesters had, thus far, found out about the plans for the
Cyber Valley. The rallies contributed by displaying information boards and hosting speeches.
When the protests gained vital momentum, the municipal council answered with a
characteristic tactic to quiet the public commotion — corresponding to Martin’s (2012)
extensive research of typical backfiring tactics. They founded an official channel, the
Ethikrat'*, commissioned to assess moral considerations with reference to the Cyber Valley.
The protesters decided to take the assignment of a moral council as a sign of success (Biindnis
gegen das Cyber Valley, 2019). At the same time, they recognized that speaking about
morality and ethics is not enough: in a speech delivered during a rally, on February 16" 2019,
at the Holzmarkt in Tiibingen, the speaker said: “When resistance rose, one reacted with the
word ‘ethics’, as if it were a tool that could neutralize the resistance, but in no way effect the

one’s own actions (ibid.).”

14 Moral council [my translation]
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Besides rallies and demonstrations, the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley developed
further ways of communicating their messages. They invited people to join them for critical
walking tours around the area Obere Viehweide that will soon be known as the Cyber Valley,
where the guide outlined the historical development of the space and gave detailed
information on the individual partners of the Cyber Valley that would settle there. Here, it
becomes evident again that the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley was not only trying to spread
the word, but also became a space for exchanging information and for extensive discussions
of the project.

The protesters also engaged in creative ways of protest. They engaged alternative
media (posters, stickers, banners, t-shirts and buttons) to “attract interest and wrap political
statements in an aesthetical way (Demarmels, 2016, p.236).” Another creative way of
protesting was the performance of street theater. As pointed out in the theory chapter, theater
has some advantages over other action forms, when it comes to engaging the audience and
offers an enhanced way of communication. Marla’s response to why they performed theater

on the street is consistent with this depiction:

It was a very different form of leading a discussion. We had many demonstrations
that involved angry shouting, we attended many events organized by the Cyber
Valley, were we tried to correct or extent the exposition with interjections. With the
street theater we got people’s attention without being loud, without demonstrating;

just by telling a story.

The theater not only attracted the attention of bystanders. Marla expressed that the
performances had an entertaining factor for the audience (including the fellow protesters) as
well as for the actors. This relates well to Sombatpoonsiri’s understanding of humor in
protest. It can relieve stress and even “prevent burnout among the activists” in prolonged
resistance (Sombatpoonsiri, 2015, p.59). Further, constructing the plays meant that the actors
had to discuss the content intensively. Marla said, the engagement with the conflicts
confronted with in the fight against the Cyber Valley appears to be a reoccurring theme of the
protests.

Another action form that was meant to open up for a public debate was the occupation
of the lecture hall 21, in the Kupferbau in November 2018. Lewe recollects an announcement
after a large demonstration (with around 200 people) by the organizers, saying they would
head over to the Kupferbau and that people were welcome to join. “It was not very

spectacular,” Lewe noted, they went there and then “simply spent the night.” The police never
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showed up, only the security staff repeatedly came to convince the squatters to leave, as did
the facility manager. In the end, they managed to occupy the lecture hall until mid-December
2018 and used the space to lead discussions. Suddenly, people could less easily ignore the
protests — especially the university Tiibingen, one of the partners of the Cyber Valley. The
occupants invited representatives of the Cyber Valley initiative and their opponents to discuss
the project openly (GiG, 2019). It was a heated debate — Marla compared it to a boxing arena
— where every single word was evaluated and harshly attacked or defended by the audience.
The audience was more or less split in half of supporters and opponents, with only a few
people who had not made up their minds yet — at least, that was the impression Marla had.
This was the only debate of this kind up until the time of writing. The protesters voiced their
disappointment over the denial of the Cyber Valley representatives to make the recordings or
transcripts of the discussion public (ibid.). When it comes to occupation as a form of protest,
it is not only the act in itself that is of relevance but the space that is occupied adds a lot to the
meaning (Chabot, 2015). The occupation can be interpreted as “reclaiming social space”, and
— taking it one step further — the reclamation and re-politicization of education (ibid., p.245).
The organization of lectures and panel discussions is reminiscent of the “teach-ins” as hosted

by student movements of the 1960s and 70s (Borowsky, 2007).

6.3.3 Protests as expressions of dissatisfaction

Besides attracting attention, protests — by their very nature — are expressions of dissatisfaction
(della Porta & Diani, 2006). In Tiibingen, the protesters were not solely frustrated with the
project and the concomitant conflicts but also with the coverage. Maxi explained, the partners
of the Cyber Valley, as well as some professors and representatives of the municipal council
disregarded many of the arguments brought forward by the protesters, arguing they were
made up of thin air. This was particularly true for the arguments involving critique of links to
militarism. Remembering Martin’s Backfire manual, this defensive response by the opponent
can be understood in two ways: as a tactic of reinterpretation or cover-up, or as one of
devaluation. If the protesters struck a nerve with their accusations that the Cyber Valley
would support militarism, it is likely that the opponent sought to reinterpret the situation and
to attempt a cover-up (Martin, 2012). Since there is little information on what is actually
researched at the involved institutes, and the protesters had no solid evidence that the
researchers working for the partners of the Cyber Valley indeed engage in research somehow

related to militarism, Maxi argued, this attack was very difficult to counter. However, as
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mentioned before, the fact that the German military (among others) is interested in the
research conducted for civil purposes confronts the opponents’ ignorance to some extent.
Furthermore, several partners of the Cyber Valley have worked with and for the military — as
has been pointed out in the introduction. Also, the partners kept denying that the research was
influenced by the industry in any way. The protesters objected to this as well but did not have
access to data that would discredit this account then. At the time of writing, however, it has
been discovered that the IARPA!® has indeed been financing a five-year project at the Cyber
Valley since 2018 (Marischka, 2020b). The IARPA is the joint research agency of the 16 US-
American secret services, inter alia the secret services of the air force, the army and the navy
(ibid.).

A second interpretation of the opponents’ answer to the resistance movement, is that
they were seeking to devalue the protesters. Maxi recollects how they were called “left
dogmatists” and the local newspaper spoke of the impersonated “Beelzebub” (Schwébisches
Tagblatt, 2019b). These depictions speak for such an interpretation. Both of the mentioned
tactics are typically employed as to reduce the public’s sentiment and support for the
protesters (Martin, 2012). On a similar note, Maxi remarked that the Biindnis gegen das
Cyber Valley could have been better at making their messages more accessible to the public.

Most communication was done via alternative media, including stickers and graffiti.
Graffiti are powerful artistic expressions of protest and can be interpreted as “marking
territory and changing its appearance”, perhaps as a means of “discussing society and power”
(Stahl, 2016, p.229). Their employment as a medium of communication is particularly
interesting in relation to the fear of ever-increasing levels of surveillance as a result of
developments of Al and ML technologies. Already today, the “jurisdiction on [...] graffiti has
become sharper,” a process that goes hand in hand with “wider surveillance of public spaces
(Stahl, 2016, p.231).” In the night from 21% to 22" September in 2019, protesters sprayed
graffiti across an office building, hosting the Amazon Development Center GmbH, among
others (Anonymous, 2019). The graffiti read: “The wrong Amazon is burning!” and “No
Cyber Valley! (ibid.).” The following day, an anonymous activist explained the action on the
website de.indymedia.org (Independent Media Center): “The paint is meant to remind

Amazon that they are not welcome here.”

15 Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity
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Civil disobedience is another example of how the protesters expressed their
dissatisfaction with the “insufficiently flexible institutions [...] unable [or unwilling] to
respond” (della Porta & Diani, 2006, p.13). They took shape in the disruptions of conferences
of the Cyber Valley and assemblies of the municipal council. Paul remembered one event as
particularly intense, resulting in multiple news reports (e.g. Schwiébisches Tagblatt): the final
hearing of the municipal council, where it was to be decided whether the construction site 13
would be sold to Amazon or not.

Most of the disruptions involved loud shouting, applause and the display of banners.
Furthermore, the protesters performed protest songs, of which one of them has already been
mentioned (Die Gedanken sind frei). Political music constitutes a convenient method if
protesters wish to “criticize the existing social conditions (Kutschke, 2016, p.267).” Through
protest songs activists “demand change and negotiations” with their opponent (ibid.). A group
of singing people is more likely to attract positive public sentiment than a group of shouting
people (Martin, 2012). Furthermore, shouting and other more aggressive ways of disruption,
like protesters using their bodies to block an entrance, are powerful methods of political
noncooperation (Triece, 2016, p.367). Especially in the case of the final hearing and similar
assemblies of the municipal council, the aggressive and persistent (yet nonviolent) actions
very strongly express the frustrations of the protesters towards the inability of the institutions
to adequately address the “perceived injustice” (Flam & Wettergren, 2016, p.397).

At the final hearing, one of the activists chose a different approach. Dressed in a suit,
he read out extracts from a position paper of the German military. The way in which
protesters dress and appear is essentially influencing the reaction of the addressed audience
(Martin, 2012, p.55). Wearing a suit could, for example, suggest a higher social status (ibid.).
In this case, however, the activist had to leave the building accompanied by the police before
he could finish his speech and was denied reentering the building. Just alike four other

protesters, of which two of them are now facing legal repercussions.

6.4 What happens now?

At the point of writing, it seems like the project of the Cyber Valley will be implemented as
planned (Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley, 2019). Concurrently, the protests died down to a
minimum and Marla mentioned that, with the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus, the actions have
come to a standstill. However, Maxi expressed that — while the “big wave of protest” may

have come to halt — the activists still have the ambition to further critically accompany the
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developments of the project. He does not “have the illusion”, though, that they will manage to
accomplish much more. Lewe is expecting another wave of protest once Amazon starts to
build their new research center. Marla, being amongst the activists who were expelled from
the municipal council’s final hearing, is particularly excited about the lawsuit that may lie
ahead. being amongst these activists, claimed to be looking forward to the lawsuit — if there

will be one. Because it would give her the chance to say,

Not only do I think what I did was right, but I see it as our responsibility. When we
are faced by these corporations that want to settle in our city to conduct
uncontrolled research on technologies, without technology assessment, I think it is
our responsibility to stand up and to say ‘no’ loud and clearly. And I would do it

again — anytime.

Paul looks at the protests as being a part of a global response to the realization of large-scale
projects linked to militarism. The protest movement might not have succeeded in preventing
the Cyber Valley, but they did contribute to the debate by adding a perspective that too often
is left unmentioned by the representatives of these new technologies: what does that mean for
the society and the future of every one of us?

In accordance with Martin’s (2012, p.86) recommendations, there exists an extensive
documentation of the protests and the conflictual issues that circle around the establishment of
the Cyber Valley and the settlement of Amazon. One source is the website of the Biindnis
gegen das Cyber Valley (nocybervalley.de), a documentation of a lecture series concerning
the Al and related topics (fs-politik.de), and articles in the online student magazine
(kupferblau.de). One opponent of the Cyber Valley even published a book on the protest-
accompanied project (Marischka, 2020a).
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7. Conclusion

In the beginning of the analysis I came to the conclusion that the actors involved were
rather/for the most part leaning towards the political left. They included groups of retirees and
students — although they did not make up the largest part of the activists. In accordance with
one of the motivations to engage in the civil resistance, many either belong to, or sympathize
with, those who would be unable to effort a raise in living costs due to the predicted processes
of gentrification.

The identified motivations for the actors to partake in the protests were based on three
fundamental critiques, namely of capitalism, militarism and surveillance. The engaged actors
defined the Cyber Valley as a space where all of the above will become visible and tangible,
in the shape of gentrification, the fusion of scientific research, industrial and military
(institutions). Hence, the actors took up the opportunity to voice their dissatisfaction and to
resist. The civil resistance included methods of protest and persuasion, political
noncooperation, and methods of nonviolent intervention (Chabot, 2015, p.232).

The larger part of the analysis inquired into the organization and implementation of
specific acts of resistance as to find out sow the actors indeed resisted the conflicts outlined
before. One of the findings was that the most prevalent form of resistance was that of protest
and persuasion. The different methods were employed to convey information to a public
audience and to persuade the opponent to reconsider the planned project, due to the objections
voiced during the protest. Overall, the protests adhered to a practice of nonviolence.
Nonetheless, it would require an in-depth analysis of every single instance if the adherence to
nonviolence were the core of the study. The extensive and (largely) openly accessible
documentation of the protests can function as a starting point for relatable civil resistance
movements in Germany, potentially making the protests an active part of larger social
movements in the German-speaking realm.

The sum of the conclusions derived from the operational questions answers the
research question the study set out to answer: How did the actors of civil society resist and
protest against militarism in the case of the No-Cyber Valley protests? The actors employed
many different methods of civil resistance, propelled by their expressed motivations to
prevent the cooperative project of industry and scientific research institutes. The loosely
structured Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley facilitated the movement’s enlargement and

strengthened it. The actors met rather frequently and devoted much of their time and effort
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into the examination of the Cyber Valley and the related conflictual issues. The issue of
militarism, as identified by the actors, hides in the potential outcomes of singular research
projects on Al and ML as well as in the involvement of partners who have (had) evident
relations to militaries and secret services from various countries. At the moment of writing it
appears as if the resistance did not lead to the desired outcome (the prevention of the Cyber
Valley as it was originally planned and of the settlement of Amazon). A possible reason could
be that protests had been anticipated by the opponents, because of the well-established protest
culture in Germany (Rucht, 1989, p.311). The plans and partners had already been established
before the public was informed. The instigation of an ethics council further complicated the
resistance. As becomes evident through the conceptualization of militarism, the protests can
be understood as one puzzle piece of a larger picture — a (trans-)national resistance movement
against the expansion and reinforcement of militarism.

This study contributes to the body of literature on how contemporary protest
movements organize and provided an insight on how militarism can be conceptualized by
activists as part of their protests. The research on social movements is a particularly
interesting field because researchers and activists tend to work in a symbiosis. Theoretical
approaches by Brian Martin, and the works of Gene Sharp are excellent examples for how the
research also informs the activism (Chabot, 2015, pp.313-314). Thereby, empirical research
on movement structures and protest practices can be of value to academia and resistance
movements at once (Schock, 2015, p.313). Moreover, the field of Peace and Conflict Studies
can benefit from this and similar studies in that they uncover conceptualizations of key
conflicts, as perceived by actors of civil society. Revealing the individual acts of resistance
adds another perspective and, hence, opportunity for a more holistic approach to the
understanding and mediation of such conflicts.

The development of technologies that can be employed for military means, is not only
being pushed forward in Tiibingen, but is a global phenomenon. Future research could look
into further instances of resistance against this trend, in order to compare the fears and
demands brought forward. Particularly in the face of outbreak of the Corona pandemic, these
technologies may play a vital role in the future when it comes to the militarization of societies
(Paz Canales, 2020'%). Already today, the state-operated measures to ‘control the virus’ led to

new forms of repression against civil resisters (increased surveillance, heavy restrictions on
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the rights of assembly, and an increased presence of the police). These kinds of developments
will increasingly influence features of peacebuilding, public and individual well-being,
conflict and suppression, and protest and resistance in the future, making it an important field
of future research for Peace and Conflict Studies. Scholars across the globe caution activists
to demand proportionate measures and to continue the defense of their rights despite the
rulings of the states (Ni Aolain, 2020; Kundnani, 2020; Paz Canales, 2020)!”. Technological
advancements help to promote and, simultaneously, cover-up the means of militarism. Future
research could further look at these potentially changing strategies employed by powerful
opponents as means of repressing activism. The new technological developments could make

them more militaristic in nature and might, in turn, provoke a new wave of resistance.

16 Webinar: States of Control — the dark side of pandemic politics. Transnational Institute. Available at:
https://www.tni.org/en/webinars (Accessed: 26 May 2020).
17 Webinar: States of Control — the dark side of pandemic politics. Transnational Institute. Available at:
https://www.tni.org/en/webinars (Accessed: 26 May 2020).
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Appendix 1 — Links between militarism and the
partners of the Cyber Valley

Actor Short description Links to militarism Sources
Amazon Amazon is known mostly as | Amazon Rekognition (face Amazon (2020)
an online retailer. However, detection) Schelling (2019)
the company makes 10 - used by security firms,
percent of its yearly revenue governmental institutions
with a cloud service called (i.e. Washington County
Amazon Web Services Sheriff)
(AWS). The cloud storage - applied in court to detect
cannot only used for data how likely criminals would
storage, but is connected to relapse (error rate very
further software (i.e. Amazon high, reinforces racist and
Rekognition) gender stereotypes)
Carl-Zeiss The Carl-Zeiss Stiftung is a - Development of optical Zeiss
Stiftung research institute which systems for tanks and Deutschland
focuses on Big Data, ML and firearms. (2020)
Al - Are Al, ML and big data a
steppingstone for future
warfare?
Daimler AG The Daimler AG is a famous | - Production of vehicle Mercedes-Benz
German company for cars systems and unarmed (2020)
(i.e. Mercedes-Benz, vehicles for the
Daimler) Bundeswehr and other
militaries worldwide.
Fraunhofer- According to their own - Research on security and Fraunhofer
Gesellschaft statement, the research defense. (2020a);
organization focuses on - cooperates closely with the | (2020b)
applied research within the German ministry of defense
fields of health, security, and the German military
communication, mobility, - “technologies, products and
energy and the environment services” for the detection,
on the European level. avoidance and reduction of
risks
IAV GmbH IAV GmbH provides - Some of IAV’s partners and | IAV (2020)
technological solutions within customers also supply
the field of automotive militaries with equipment —
engineering to a broad cast of i.e. BMW, Bombardier,
customers worldwide and Continental, Liebherr,
with the combined effort of MAN or the ZF
numerous international Friedrichshafen
partners.
Max-Planck- The Max-Planck-Institute - 2013 the US had allegedly | MPI (2020)
Institute “conducts basic research in paid the Max-Planck- 7Zeit Online
the natural sciences, life Institute around 7,4 Million (2013)
sciences, and humanities.” It Euro to support and profit
has 86 different institutes and from their research on
collaborates with universities drones and explosives.
worldwide.
ZF ZF Friedrichshafen calls itself | - A reliable partner of the ZF
Friedrichshafen | a “global technology German Army and a Friedrichshafen
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company”’ operating within
the transportation and
mobility sectors. The ZF
Group “supplies systems for
passenger cars, commercial
vehicles and industrial
technology, enabling the next
generation of mobility.”

supporting member of the
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir
Wehrtechnik e.V. (transl.
German Association for
Defense Technology)

(2020a);
(2020b);
DWT-SGW
(2020)
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Appendix 2 — Interview guide

Ll N

9.

May I ask what motivates you to protest against the Cyber Valley and Amazon?
Do you know how it all started?
Which actions and activities did you participate in?
What role did you play in the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley?
a. Which protest action do you think was most effective?
How are militarism and militarization related to these protests?

a. What do you understand under the concepts of militarism and militarization?
Did I understand it correctly, that some of the themes (like militarism or
militarization) are not specifically bound to the Cyber Valley and Amazon?
What makes Amazon so central to the protests?

How is the Biindnis gegen das Cyber Valley structured?

a. Did you have a ‘grand strategy’?

b. How did you communicate?

c. How many people were involved?

d. Who was involved?

e. How often did you meet?

What will happen now?

10. In retrospect, would you do something differently?

51



Appendix 3 — Codes for the content analysis

Militarism — considering Rossdale’s conceptualization of militarism, as well as the

conceptualization brought forth by the interview participants and the protest-accompanying
documents, this definition does not only include actors, activities and objects directly linked

to warfare. But it considers the “wider set of ideas about the nature of power and
subjectivity” linked to the concept (Rossdale, 2019, p.56).

German English Reader Interview | Interview | Interview
1 (Marla) | 3 (Lewe) |4 (Maxi)
Militér Military HIIT I (8) | 1(1) 1111 (4) 111 (3)
militdrisch Militarily IIITIOIT T | IMOTID(7) | T(1) IIIII (5)
(1)
Bundeswehr German THIT TITIT
military TIIIT IT1X
(19)
Krieg War TITIT TIITIT 11 (3)
IIII (15)
Kriegsfiihrung Warfare 1111 (4)
Waften weapons I(1) I(1) IT (2)
Panzer Tank 1(1)
Verteidigung Defence I(1) I(1)
Verteidigungsministerium | Ministry of | IIIII (5) IT (2)
defence
Kriegsministerium Ministry of | I (1)
war
Riistungsindustrie Arms 11 (4)
industry
Riistungsbetrieb/-konzern | Arms factory | IIII (4) TITII 11X
(8)
Aufriistung/Riistung Armament I T (6) IITII (5) I(1)
Geheimdienst Secret 11 (4) I(1) I(1) I1(2)
service
Pentagon Pentagon T (8) | I(1)
CIA CIA IIIT T (6) I(1)
JEDI * JEDI 1T (2) I(1)
DARPA ** DARPA I1(2)
IARPA *** IARPA I1(2)
Aufkldrung Intelligence | 11 (2) I(D)
Vormachtstellung Supremacy 11 (3) I(1)
Uberwachung surveillance | IIIII IIIII IIIII (5) [IIT IIT | T (5)
III (15) 9)
Uberwachen monitor I 11 (7) 1(1)
Militarisierung militarization | I (1) 1111 (4) I1(2)
Video/Gesichtserkennung | Face IIIII (5) IT (2) I(1) I(1)
recognition
Riistungsstandort Armament 1111 (4)
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site
Grenziiberwachung Border IT (2) I(1)
surveillance
Drohnen Drones I (2) I(1) I1I (3)

* (Joint Enterprise Defense Infrastructure); ** (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency); *** (Intelligence
Advanced Research Projects Activity)

Civil Resistance — an individual or a group of individuals that engage in active and/or

passive activities “in a conflictual issue with a powerful opponent” (i.e. political institutions;

Edwards, 2014, p.4).

German English Reader Interview 1 | Interview 3 | Interview 4
(Marla) (Lewe) (Maxi)
Widerstand Resistance TIIIT IOTIT T IT (2)
(1)
Sich wehren resist III (3)
Opposition Opposition 1T (2)
Gegen (etw. sein) (to be) against | IITT IITIT | I IOT (8) | T (3) IT (2)
(sth.) TITIT TTITT
1111 (24)
Auseinandersetzung | Controversy IIIL T (6) | IIII (4) 1(1) IIII T (6)
Forderung/fordern Demand IO (7) [ 1(1)
Kritik Critique II1II (5) I1(2)
Kritisieren Criticize I (3) IT (2)
Kritisch Critical 11(2) 11 (3) 111 (3) 111 (4)
Kampf Struggle TIIIT II1T
)
Angriff attack M1 (5)
Treffen Meeting I IIIT I (6) TITIT TIITT TTTIT ITIIT
(10) IITII (15)
Diskussion Discussion IITIT TIIIT | TOTIT ITIII II11 (4) 1 (3)
(10) IIIT I (16)
Debatte Debate I(1) 111 (3)
Protest protest I(1) TITIT TIITT II11 (4) HIIT IT (7)
(10)
Intervention Intervention | 11 (2)

Protest — an active event manifesting the civil resistance with the intention to make a

prevailing dissatisfaction visible to the opponent(s) and the public.

German English Reader Interview 1 | Interview 3 | Interview 4
(Marla) (Lewe) (Maxi)

Demonstration Demonstration I[(1) II11 (4) II(2)

(Demo)

Demonstrieren demonstrate 111 (3) (D)

Kundgebung Rally 1T 1T (8) | TII (5) I(1) 1111 (4)

storen disrupt I[(D) I1(2)
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Besetzung Occupation I(1) IIIT 1T (7)

Infotisch/-stand | Information I(1) TITIT IIIIT
desk/stand

Vortrag/Beitrag | Talk/speech L 1T (7)

Aktion Action I(1)
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1111 (5)

ML 11 (7)

1111 1 (6)




