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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER, 6 

001.  Pre-conference Meetings (all on September 6) - See description 

for details 

ESC 

Pre-Conference Meeting 

9:00 to 3:30 pm 

Other places - see description: Other places - see description 

This is where you can find the pre-conference meetings, all of which are on 

Wednesday: Environmental crime working group 09:00 15:30 Congressi 6 

Europe Horizon project 08:30 15:30 Affari 1 COST Action CA18228: Global 
Atrocity Justice Constellations (Justice360) [invitation event] 09:00 15:00 

Congressi 2 Policing Working Group 09.30 15.30 Congressi 4 Atrocity 
Crimes Working Group 09:30 13:00 Affari 5 Routledge Handbook on 

European Penology 14:00 15:30 Affari 6 Juvenile Justice working Group 

(ESC TWGJJ) 10:00 11:30 Affari 2 European Network for Open Criminology 
11:00 13:00 Congressi 5 European Sourcebook Working Group 13:00 15:30 

Congressi 3 European Homicide Monitor Steering Committee 14:00 15:30 

Congressi 1 Qualitative Research Methodologies and Epistemologies 
Working Group (WG-QRME) 14:00 15:00 Affari 3 ESC Working Group on 

Organized Crime and Criminal Networks 14:30 15:30 Affari 4 CSM Meeting 

14:00 15:00 Congressi 9 International Self-Report Delinquency Network 
(WG ISRD)      14:00    15:30    Congressi 11 Steering Committee of the 

ISRD WG    10:00   13:30    Confressi 11 Victimology Group Meeting     

11:00   12:30   Affari 7 Immigration, Crime and Citizenship of the European 
society of Criminology WG     14:30   15:30      Affari 7 

002.  Calling Out Carceral Responses to Reproductive Choices and 

Bodily Autonomy in the United States 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Roundtable 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 1 

This roundtable discussion will bring together American scholars deeply 

steeped in the growing carceral responses to reproductive choices and bodily 
autonomy, and in the push to decarcerate and ultimately abolish incarceration 

in the United States. Bringing together health law, criminal law, and 
restorative justice scholars, the roundtable will build from their established 

scholarship, with representative pieces listed below. Using this backdrop, the 

roundtable will critically analyze the carceral responses to reproductive 
choices, sex work, and pregnancy behaviors in light of Supreme Court and 

lower court decisions in the past year. This timely discussion will address 

new U.S. case decisions and legislation on abortion, abortion medication, 
gender affirming medical care, and substance use disorder during pregnancy, 

and discuss crucial alternatives to incarceration. 

Chair: 

Ji Seon Song, University of California, Irvine School of Law 

Participants: 

Policing Pregnancy ñCrimesò Valena Beety, Arizona State 

University Sandra Day OôConnor College of Law; Jennifer 

Oliva, University of California College of Law ï San 

Francisco 

The Supreme Courtôs decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Womenôs 
Health Organization held that there exists no right to abortion 

healthcare under the United States Constitution. This essay details 

how states prosecuted pregnant people for pregnancy behaviors and 
speculative fetal harms prior to the Dobbs decision. In this 

connection, it also identifies two, related, Post-Dobbs concerns: (1) 

that states will ramp up their policing of pregnancy behaviors and 
(2) that prosecutors will attempt to substantiate these charges by 

relying on invalid scientific evidence. This essay examines the 

faulty forensic science that states have used to support fetal harm 
allegations and reminds defense attorneys of their obligation to 

challenge junk science in the courtroom. 

Talking Back in Court Eve Hanan, University of Nevada ï Las 

Vegas William S. Boyd School of Law 

With few exceptions, legal scholars have treated the occasions 

when defendants speak directly to the court as a problem to be 

solved by appointing more lawyers and better lawyers. While 
effective representation is crucial, this Article starts from the 

premise that defendants have important things to say in court that 

currently go unsaid. Because the defendant is the object of the 
proceedings, the defendantôs subjective view of the proceedingsð

including the defendantôs assessment of injusticeðgoes unsaid. 

This silencing can be understood as a form of epistemic injustice. 
Likewise, the act of the defendant speaking in court can be a form 

of epistemic resistance, a kind of ñtalking back,ò to borrow the 
definition of that phrase used by bell hooks in her classic work on 

Black feminist thought in which she defines ñtalking backò as 

ñspeaking as an equal to an authority figure.ò   This Article 

analyzes three types of power that prevent defendants from talking 

back in court: sovereign, disciplinary, and social-emotional power. 

While sovereign power silences defendants through fear, 
disciplinary power silences defendants by imposing a system of 

order within which talking back seems disorderly. Finally, social-

emotional power silences defendants by imposing an emotional 
regime in which self-advocacy is both a breach of decorum and an 

affront to the courtôs perception of itself as a source of orderliness 

and justice. The dynamics of social-emotional power are 
particularly critical to evaluating court reform efforts focused on 

improving courtroom culture. Paradoxically, the more solicitous the 

judge, the less the defendant may feel comfortable raising concerns 
that challenge the courtôs narrative of justice. 

Patient or Prisoner in the "Free World" Hospital Ji Seon Song, 

University of California, Irvine School of Law 

Just as hospitals serve an important function for society as a whole, 
ñfree worldò hospitals are indispensable to the United Statesô 

system of policing and incarceration. Hospitals take up the slack for 

inadequate correctional healthcare and treat injured or sick people 
in police custody. But the use of hospitals by police and 

correctional institutions is more than incidental or situational. The 

Article argues that ñfree worldò hospitals have become part of the 
carceral infrastructure. Despite popular conceptions of the hospital 

as a place of care, this Article posits that hospitals perform 

functions essential to the operations of mass incarceration by 
identifying criminals, helping build criminal cases, preparing 

people for incarceration, and treating and returning people to 

imprisonment. Carceral authorities alter the complex, structured, 
and regulated hospital workplace by their immense formal and 

informal powers. Carceral rules and norms on security, isolation, 

and control regularly displace hospitals regulations, practices, and 
ethics on patient privacy, autonomy, and dignity. The Article 

articulates this deference to and incorporation of carceral rules and 

practices as an expansion of the modalities of policing and custodial 

practices. Further evidence of hospitalôs inclusion in carceral 

infrastructure can be seen in how hospitals perpetuate racial 

subordination and loyalty to carceral logics of ñpublic safety.ò An 
examination of the role of ñfree worldò hospitals in mass 

incarceration is particularly important now. Public health and care-

based institutions and solutions are offered as alternatives to 
incarceration and policing at a time when the criminalization of 

abortion brings heightened attention to the intersection of carceral 

authorities and healthcare. Identifying ñfree worldò hospitals as part 
of the carceral infrastructure paves the way for evaluating the 

effectiveness of future reform proposals. The Article concludes by 

asking whether hospitals can extricate themselves from the carceral 
system, and if so, proposes institutional, policy, and doctrinal 

changes. 

Emergency Holds and the Fourth Amendment Jamelia Morgan, 

Northwestern University School of Law 

This Article argues against the uncritical application of Fourth 

Amendment standards governing criminal investigations to 
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searches and seizures for the purpose of mental health evaluation, 
stabilization, and treatment.  Using a critical disability lens, it 

reconsiders key doctrines (exigent circumstances and emergency 

aid) and legal standards (probable cause and reasonableness) that 
are most relevant to people experiencing, or labeled as 

experiencing, mental crisis.  In doing so, it demonstrates how and 

why current standards governing criminal investigations are not 
appropriate in the context of mental health seizures.  More 

fundamentally, it situates cases involving emergency holds within a 

broader historical and sociopolitical context of state 
institutionalization to demonstrate how these cases implicate the 

broader privacy and security interests of people with disabilities.   

This Article unites two areas of lawðFourth Amendment law and 
mental health law pertaining to civil commitmentðto present a 

comprehensive view of mental health crisis response systems in the 

United States and the legal regimes that govern these systems.  
Fourth Amendment doctrine and standards can be reconciled with 

the unique history of subordination experienced by people with 

disabilities as a group and interpreted to protect their unique 
interests.  Recognizing how doctrinal standards in the mental health 

context can be distinguished from the criminal law context, and 

how the balance of interests between the individual and state shifts 
when the state seizes an individual for mental health purposes, are 

important initial steps in providing courts with appropriate 

frameworks for applying existing legal standards meaningfully and 
consistently with the text and spirit of the Fourth Amendment. 

003.  POL Panel 18. Policing and AI 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 2 

Chair: 

Diana Miranda, University of Stirling 

Participants: 

AI, cybercrime, and moral responsibility Jens Erik Paulsen, The 

Norwegian Police University College 

It is often maintained that law enforcement needs artificially 
intelligent technologies to be able to prevent, detect and investigate 

different forms of cybercrime, as well as traditional types of crime 

(big data analyses, fraud detection, facial recognitioné). Some of 
these systems are automated. This paper explores the issue of moral 

responsibility in the context of AI technologies from a 

philosophical viewpoint, making use of resources both from the 
discussion of free will and the discussion of values and principles in 

ethical guidelines/codes of ethics.   On this basis, the paper 

discusses to what extent ñdeep learningò can substitute human 
responsibility. The aim is not to conclude the discussion in a binary 

fashion, but to point out when, and to which degree, AI systems can 

be considered to take care of moral concerns in an adequate 
manner. Briefly, the paper also discusses whether traditional 

anthropocentric ethics is adequate to address these issues, or if a 

novel form of AI ethics is needed. I consider answers to these 
questions as crucial for ñfighting cybercrimeò in a morally 

legitimate manner, as well as for the current European discussions 

on AI legislation. 

Emotional AI (EAI) in policing and security - Can we ñlive wellò 

with EAI? Diana Miranda, University of Stirling 

Emotional AI (EAI) technologies are emerging in our everyday 

lives. These technologies allow new forms of somatic surveillance 
and control. Well-illustrated by advances in machine learning, data 

analytics and affective computing, these technological changes 

bring new tools that aim to read the body through its physical and 
behavioural features. Through physiological monitoring (e.g. heart 

rate), voice recognition or video analytics, EAI technologies aim to 

infer intent and interpret emotional states. This presentation will 
situate how EAI technologies are emerging in policing and security 

settings. Departing from a set of semi-structured interviews with 
policing and security stakeholders, I will discuss examples of EAI 

use and highlight the socio-technical, ethical and contextual 

challenges associated to these technologies. Different scenarios will 
be discussed, in particular the use of EAI in public order policing, 

in crowds, parades and protests, in social media or in processes of 

decision-making more generally. Two main questions will be 
addressed to situate these scenarios: Can we live well with these 

technologies? Or should we use EAI for policing and security 

purposes at all? This reflection contributes to ongoing debates in 
policing, security and surveillance studies, namely in relation to 

smart city initiatives, soft biometrics, and how to ólive wellô with 

emergent surveillance technologies. 

How Accountability is Integrated in Algorithmic Policing 

Applications: Perspectives from Different Stakeholders Martijn 

Wessels, Erasmus University Rotterdam & TNO 

Accountability is essential to well-functioning democratic 

governmental systems. It ensures that public organizations are able 
to provide explanations and reasoning for their decisions and 

practices, and that these decisions can be redressed by others. Law 

enforcement agencies are now adopting a wide variety of artificial 
intelligence (AI) and big data which requires to rethink how to 

ensure accountability. This not only requires post-ante 

accountability mechanisms such as oversight, but is also dependent 
on the design-choices made during the development of algorithmic 

policing applications. The design choices can have far-reaching 

consequences as they determine how accountability in policing 
practices is safeguarded. AI applications are a result of human 

interaction which is challenging to comprehend. Algorithmic 

policing applications are reliant on human interpretations, 
decisions, and interactions between different stakeholders involved 

in their development. Therefore, it is essential to gain an in-depth 

understanding of how accountability is viewed during the 

development of algorithmic policing applications. The aim of this 

research is to shed light on the different perspectives on 

accountability of the involved stakeholders in the research and 
development of algorithmic policing applications. This research 

explores through participatory observations and semi-structured 

interviews the different perspectives of stakeholder surrounding the 
development of a real-time algorithmic policing algorithm. It is 

studied how different stakeholders -within the Dutch National 

Police, the Royal Netherlands Marechaussee, and the Dutch 
research institute TNO- that are involved in the development of an 

automated prioritizing algorithm of surveillance footage perceive 

and understand accountability. Through this empirical research, the 
study illustrates how different stakeholders interpret accountability 

and how this guides the design of policing algorithms. Based on 

these insights, the study argues how algorithm design choices can 
affect policing processes and specifically the accountability of 

policing practices. 

Implications for rights and ethics in the era of AI-driven policing 

Pete Fussey, University of Essex 

Digital technology has become increasingly ubiquitous and 

progressively integral to virtually all aspects of our lives. 

Companioning these developments has been the increased 
importance of digital data, now generated in unparalleled quantities 

and analysed with unprecedented speed and depth. These changes 

hold particular implications for the commission of, and responses to 
crime. Regarding the latter, the law enforcement uses of AI, 

predictive technologies, merged data hubs, algorithmic decision-

making and advanced biometric video analytics such as facial 
recognition have generated significant attention and commentary. 

The speed and character such change brings many new ethical 
challenges. Drawing on empirical insights involving ethnographies 

of digital policing operations this paper explores a range of rights-

based issues generated by the use of such technologies. 

Policing the future in the age of AI, is policing moving in the 

direction of the Minority Report Keith Kazvita Silika, 
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Liverpool John Moores University 

Minority Report is a film that came out in 2002 which depicted a 

police officer played by Tom Cruise depicting future crimes via 
technology. Cut to 20 years later, could some of the ideas depicted 

in the film become reality via Artificial Intelligence (AI). As AI 

continues to evolve and become increasingly sophisticated, it has 
become an integral part of modern policing. AI can be used for a 

wide range of purposes, from detecting patterns in criminal activity, 

data analysis, visualisation, decision making, and mapping future 
crimes. However, the use of AI in policing also raises questions 

about privacy, bias, ethics, and accountability. In this paper, we will 

consider the advantages and weaknesses of using AI investigation 
and discuss some devices that police might need in the future to 

tackle crime. The purpose of this paper is to consider policing in the 

context of AI, crime, and investigation. The paper should also 
consider the strength and weaknesses of AI in investigations and 

devices of future policing 

004.  POL Panel 1: Police and Social Media 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 3 

Chair: 

Stanislaw Rabczuk, University of Warsaw 

Participants: 

Caught in the Web: Examining the Use of Social Media by Law 

Enforcement in Criminal Investigations through Review of 

Court Records Stanislaw Rabczuk, University of Warsaw 

The study examines the use of social media by law enforcement 
agencies in criminal investigations. It seeks to explore the extent to 

which social media platforms are being used as a tool for gathering 

evidence and intelligence in pursuing justice. The research 
methodology used in this study includes a qualitative analysis of 27 

court cases in which social media material was admitted as 

evidence. The dataset comprises case files from 23 Polish courts. 
The findings of this study suggest that social media platforms are 

being used by law enforcement agencies to assist in criminal 

investigations, but the initiative to admit such material as evidence 
usually belongs to witnesses. The most common practice for 

securing evidence from social media is to present a hard copy of a 

printout of the website in court. The study highlights the challenges 
of using social media as a source of evidence. Specifically, issues of 

data collection, authenticity, and admissibility in court are 

discussed. The paper concludes with recommendations for law 
enforcement agencies and legal professionals on how to effectively 

use social media as a tool in criminal investigations while ensuring 

that the rights of individuals are protected. Overall, this research 

highlights that social media is becoming increasingly relevant to 

criminal investigations and that its use needs to be carefully 

considered. 

Digital rituals: encounters and interactions in the emergent 

symbolic landscape of policing Alistair Henry, Edinburgh 

University 

More and more everyday social interaction is mediated by digital 

communications technologies.  Interaction is fundamental to the 

negotiation of order, and so it is unsurprising that the police, as the 
state institution most closely associated with maintaining it, have 

been active adopters of social media. This article draws from 

interaction ritual theory to develop the concept of digital ritual to 
characterise the continuum of ephemeral to intense encounters that 

are enabled by social media affordances. The application of digital 
ritual to police uses of social media provides some support for there 

being symbolic solidarity benefits to be derived from even the more 

cautious forms of information broadcasting and image work. 
Further orientation of police social media interactions around the 

component elements of interaction rituals (mutual focus, shared 
interest, reciprocity) offers greater potential in terms of solidarity-

enhancing police-public engagement, and is preferable to misplaced 

aspirations for authenticity. However, digital interaction rituals also 
come with a health warning, contributing just as much potential 

potency to social media use that is (intentionally or otherwise) 

divisive or manipulative. The article provokes reconsideration of 
how we scrutinise the symbolic dimensions of policing in an age of 

digital ritual. 

Police visual communication in the online world: Does it matter to 

citizens? Liam Ralph, Northumbria University; Matthew Jones, 

Swinburne University; Mike Rowe, Northumbria University; 

Andrew Millie, Edge Hill University 

óThe Visualô is central to how people communicate in the online 
world and across social media platforms today. Police services 

across the globe too can be found sharing images and videos 

relating to police dogs, police horses, officers on patrol, ówanted 
offendersô, and their engagement with residents. Clearly then, 

visual content serves a diverse range of purposes for the police on 

social media. However, what do citizens think about these types of 
posts, and do they matter? After all, to understand if police visual 

posts are effective, we need to recognise the meanings that citizens 

attach to them. In this research, we examined public perceptions of 
police posts that were ósofterô in nature and that were premised on 

subject matter that was less about the strict rule of the law and more 

about having positive citizen engagement. In total, we conducted 52 
image elicitation interviews with UK citizens using examples of 

police social media posts. Our research findings point to the various 

meanings that citizens attribute to police visual content and the 
different ways in which these posts are judged. Broadly, citizens do 

this by making assessments relating to both an instrumental style of 

policing associated with fighting crime and a normative style linked 
to the way that citizens are treated by the police. 

#WEAREALLPF: a study on the communication strategy of 

Brazil's Federal Police on social media Carla Campos Avanzi, 

Vrije Universiteit Brussel; Cleber da Silva Lopes, 

Universidade Estadual de Londrina 

The Federal Police (PF) in Brazil is the investigative police 

institution responsible for investigating federal crimes, such as 
embezzlement of public resources and international drug 

trafficking, similar to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in 

the United States. Recently, the mega operations against corruption 
carried out by the Federal Police have gained prominence, such as 

the Lava Jato operation, in parallel with the relevant growth of its 

institutional capacity. As a result, the agency's social media have 
become important instruments of direct communication with the 

population. This study analyzes the communication strategies used 

by the Federal Police in social media, in order to understand one of 
the aspects of legitimacy construction by police institutions in 

Brazil. What are the strategies used by the Federal Police in social 

media to reinforce its legitimacy? Is the dissemination of 
information on social media proportional to the patterns of activities 

carried out by the Federal Police? For this, the contents of 5,528 

publications made by the institution between 01/01/2017 and 
31/12/2018 on its Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages were 

analyzed, as well as the PF's annual activity reports. The data 

surveyed were compared with the information contained in the 
reports, followed by content analysis of the information. The results 

show that the content disseminated on social media differs from the 

patterns of operations carried out, with emphasis on publications to 
combat crimes against human rights and the environment, 

indicating an approximation with the activities of the Federal Public 

Prosecutor's Office, a judicial institution with high autonomy in 
Brazil. Moreover, the strategy used by the Federal Police in its 

social media distances itself from the tools of mobilization of fear 

and moral panic, with publications predominantly focused on 

emotion and valorization of its technical capacity, such as the use of 

motivational phrases, dogs and vehicles. 
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Influence policing: exploring the use of targeted digital 'nudge' 

communications by law enforcement in the UK Ben Collier, 

University of Edinburgh; Shane Horgan, Edinburgh Napier 

University 

This paper describes an emerging phenomenon in UK policing: the 
use of behavioural ónudgeô communications campaigns. These 

campaigns are both a reaction to a UK political and policing context 

of multiple overlapping crises, many of which are perceived by 
government to have a ódigitalô aspect, and also part of an ongoing 

professionalisation of public sector communications. We study the 

use of these campaigns by a single force - Police Scotland - in 
depth, drawing on empirical research conducted with their 

dedicated strategic communications team. These campaigns, which 

involve targeted digital communications designed to directly 
ónudgeô behaviour and shape the culture of particular groups, began 

in counter-radicalisation as part of the UKôs Prevent programme, 

but have since moved into a range of other policing areas, from 
child sexual abuse, to domestic violence, knife crime, and 

cybercrime. They use the highly-developed digital advertising 

infrastructure to profile and segment the public, which facilitates 
targeting adverts to particular groups based on demographics, 

location, and online behaviour. We study the developing 

institutional and professional arrangements around these campaigns 
in Police Scotland through interviews and document-based 

research, exploring case studies of campaigns across a range of 

areas. We also highlight two particularly interesting examples from 
UK preventative policing involving óhybrid hotspotsô, both of 

which show police using the targeting infrastructure as a digital 

overlay on physical spaces. We then give an overview of the wider 
landscape of these kinds of digital behaviour change 

communications campaigns for preventative policing across the 

UK. Taking these together, we theorise the rise of influence 
policing as an embryonic but rapidly emerging domain of police 

practice, and the attempts to establish influence officers as a 

legitimate sub-profession within the police. Finally, we discuss the 
implications for potential UK policing futures, and ethical and 

democratic critiques of these strategies. 

005.  Violent Crime: Investigation and Solvability 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Homicide and Violent Crime 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 4 

This panel considers the challenges of investigating and solving violent crime 
and considers why solvability varies by crime characteristics and what we 

might learn from this. The papers explore a range of aspects that impact both 

the investigation and prosecution of violent crimes generally, as well as 
homicide specifically, including organizational, political, and legislative 

factors, and the role of drugs and organized crime. Perceptions and roles of 

forensic evidence and technology and cross-national differences are 

considered. The studies draw on a variety of methodological approaches that 

incorporate both quantitative and qualitative analyses. 

Chairs: 

Fiona Brookman, University of South Wales 

Wendy Regoeczi, University of South Carolina 

Participants: 

Unsolved Homicides in Western Europe Marieke Liem, Leiden 

University 

Homicide is a rare, but serious form of interpersonal violence, 
causing a ripple effect that goes far beyond the actual event. The 

societal impact of homicide is exacerbated when cases take a 

particularly long time to solve or even remain completely unsolved. 
This presentation provides an overview of differences in homicide 

clearance in several West European countries. Relying on data from 
the European Homicide Monitor, we aim to assess which factors 

influence differences in homicide clearance both within and 

between these countries. In doing so, we pay particular attention to 
homicide category, focusing on the role of drugs and organized 

crime in homicide clearance. 

The Challenges of Forensic Science and Technology for 

Homicide Investigations Christina Whitt, Calgary Police 

The challenges accompanying the investigation of homicide have 

been observed for some time. Although police today can gather 
evidence in ways not imagined decades ago, the use of forensic 

science and technology (FST) have created challenges and 

consequences for modern-day homicide investigations. While 
ódigital footprintsô are increasingly expected in court proceedings, 

the provision of and analysis of FST data falls to the police who 

face resource shortages and other challenges. We surveyed 
homicide investigators across Alberta to examine their perceptions 

of FST and the implications of FST for their work. Participants 

revealed that data volume, lack of expertise and resource 
constraints result in frustration with FST and the demands it creates. 

At the same time, most participants pointed to civilianization as the 

means through which technology can provide full advantage to 
homicide (and other) investigations. 

Uncertainties and Limitations of Mobile Phone Data and Evidence 

Fiona Brookman, University of South Wales 

Based on qualitative data drawn from an ethnographic study of 
British homicide investigations, this paper explores how police and 

other criminal justice actors, acquire, process, analyse and interpret 

mobile phone data during the course of investigations and in 
preparation for trial.  I focus, in particular, upon how detectives, 

intelligence analysts, digital forensic practitioners and prosecution 
barristers discern and manage the uncertainties and limitations of 

mobile phone data.  Findings reveal some of the risks associated 

with current practice and illustrate how these can jeopardise the 
credibility of mobile phone evidence.  I discuss the implications of 

these findings for practice, policy and criminal justice and consider 

their relevance to questions about the socially constructed nature of 
forensic scientific knowledge. 

Exploring the Contextual Effects of Forensic Evidence on 

Homicide Solvability Wendy Regoeczi, University of South 

Carolina 

The role of forensic evidence in solving homicides has been the 

subject of a great deal of attention by the media and the public more 
generally, yet the empirical literature in this area continues to be 

relatively small. This paper uses data on homicide cases from 

Cleveland, Ohio from 2008 through 2011 to assess the impact of a 
range of types of forensic evidence on homicide solvability and 

prosecution. In particular, I seek to explore whether the influence of 

different kinds of forensic evidence (including DNA, latent 
fingerprints, firearms, gunshot residue kits, and electronics) on 

homicide case clearance and conviction varies by the characteristics 

of victim and/or incident and whether particular combinations of 
forensic evidence are particularly likely to result in the arrest and/or 

conviction of a suspect. 

006.  Collaborating with Children and Young People to understand 

violence, criminalisation and desistance 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Juvenile Justice and 

Childrenôs Rights 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 5 

Challenging social and economic conditions, including pandemic, endemic 

youth unemployment and intersecting generational inequalities are deepening 

the marginalisation of some children and young people. This arises in part 
through slow violence, including the institutionalised racism of state 

organised race crimes (Ward 2015) and the denial of toxic pollution which is 

destroying the environmental conditions encountered by whole communities 
and nations (Davies 2022). Although some children and young people are 

being celebrated for challenging or resisting these forms of slow violence, 

others are being criminalised for analogous behaviours. Alongside this, in a 

necessary move to reduce the epistemic injustice of children and young 

peopleôs exclusion from knowledge generation, children and young people 
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are being asked to engage in participatory processes designed to inform laws, 
to reshape community relations and to improve youth justice and diversion 

services (Bateman 2020).  This move towards more participatory research, 

consultation and policy making is to be welcomed as a step toward inclusion 
of marginalised perspectives, which may in turn ensure that children and 

young peopleôs views lead to better social provision. However, there is a risk 

that participation can become another form of slow violence, in which 
children and young people labour on adult agendas, fundamental questions of 

justice remain hidden and changes in social provision are not forthcoming. 

Injustice may be perpetuated if participatory processes do not allow the time, 
methods and collaborations through which childrenôs accounts of their lived 

experience and slow violence can be identified, explored and overcome. This 

panel discussion explores how these tensions can be addressed so that 
collaborative research can move towards its transformational potential. Using 

insight from three UK examples of collaborative research with children and 

young people investigating violence, desistance and divergence we identify 
the need for critical awareness, agenda setting, adapted methodologies, 

creative engagement and ongoing dialogue. 

Chair: 

Cath Larkins, University of Central Lancashire 

Participants: 

Co-Creating change with Black young people in contested spaces 

through a Post-Colonial lens John Wainwright, University of 

Central Lancashire; Darren Sharpe, University of East 

London; Cath Larkins, University of Central Lancashire; Nora 

Morocza, University of East London; Alastair Roy, University 

of Central Lancashire; Nicola Farrelly, University of Central 

Lancashire; Rebecca Nowland, University of Central 

Lancashire; Cora Rooney, University of Central Lancashire; 

Charlotte Ennis, University of Central Lancashire 

This paper will discuss a co participatory study with Black and 
Mixed heritage boys and girls who explored their experiences and 

understanding of violence in their local communities in England 

and Wales. This co-creative study included 170 children and young 
people (aged 10-25) as co-inquirers across ten regions in England 

and Wales to discuss their understanding of the experiences of 

violence in its multi-dimensional and ever-changing forms in local 
communities. In particular, this paper will discuss how 22 Black 

and Mixed heritage boys and girls experience and navigate their 

lives through these contested places and spaces that are their local 
communities, their homes. The paper will explore how Black and 

Mixed heritage boys and girls made sense of their everyday lives in 

these contested places and spaces and discuss the research and 
personal strategies that they developed to ensure they were as safe 

as possible, while avoiding, the push and pull of individual /groups 

of children and adults involved in gangs, drugs and violence. The 
paper discusses the trauma that Black and Mixed heritage boys and 

girls and their families experience through generations of structural 

racism and uses a post -colonial and intersectional lens to 

contextualise their lived-experiences. Finally, the paper provides 

suggestions regarding how authentic co-creation can provide 

possibilities for Black and Mixed heritage boys to have power and 
control over shaping their lives, avoiding violence and aspire to a 

positive future. 

Methods in their place: participatory(?) research with children at a 

distance Zoe O'Riordan, University of Central Lancashire; 

John Wainwright, University of Central Lancashire; Rebecca 

Nowland, University of Central Lancashire; Cath Larkins, 

University of Central Lancashire 

The Covid pandemic put a stop to a great deal of participatory 

research with children. Not being able to be physically in the same 
place took away many of the methodological options that are 

usually the mainstay of participatory researchers. The pandemic is 

no longer restricting us in the same ways, but there are many 
reasons why it might be desirable to do participatory research with 

children at a distance, so it is vital that we examine the possibilities 

and pitfalls we have learnt about so far. In this paper, we describe 

the way we co-developed a research project with children who were 
involved with youth justice services, under pandemic conditions. 

We used online interviews to work with a core group of children to 

co-develop a measurement tool and interview framework based on 
their priorities and experiences. This was followed by distribution 

of the measurement tool, and online interviews with other children, 

and finally, when restrictions lifted enough to allow it, mobile 
interviews, conducted outside. Here, we will explore the impact of 

the way the research was done on the information shared by the 

children and consider what lessons this offers for future research at 
a distance. We argue that there is no easy substitute for the place-

based walking tours through which children told some of their 

intimate truths, and which in turn revealed some of the slow 
violence experienced in certain communities. However, there are 

benefits in terms of breadth and inclusion in mixed method 

participatory research which deepens understandings through 
iterative cycles. 

Making imaginative leaps in youth participatory research on 

violence: visibility, temporality,  and transgression Alastair 

Roy, University of Central Lancashire; Cath Larkins, 

University of Central Lancashire; Darren Sharpe, University 

of East London; Nicola Farrelly, University of Central 

Lancashire; Nora Morocza, University of East London; 

Rebecca Nowland, University of Central Lancashire; John 

Wainwright, University of Central Lancashire; Sarah 

RTatham, University of Central Lancashire; Jacqueline 

Dodding, University of Central Lancashire 

The ideas for this paper emerged from a peer research programme 

which explored young peopleôs understandings and experiences of 

violence in 10 regions of England and Wales between 2021-2023. 
The programme reflects a desire for young peopleôs experiences 

and perspectives to inform public discussions about violence, as 

well as change. The paper draws on interviews with youth peer 
researchers towards the end of the programme in which they 

reflected on what they had learned about research, violence and 

researching violence through the project. The subject matter of 
violence is complex and that the vast majority of violence that 

young people experience remains unseen, because it accumulates 

slowly, systemically and struggles for visibility in a (research, 
media and political) climate driven by speed, immediacy and 

concern with the spectacular (Nixon, 2011). Hence, although 

participatory research is driven by important political commitments 
around involvement, process and benefit, it contains no inherent 

magic and does not guarantee improved understandings about 

violence, or change which is valued by those who take part (Roy, 
Kennelly and Larkins 2021). Pat Carlen (2010: 1) has argued that 

one rationale for investigating crime and social responses to it, is to 

imagine the óconditions for them being otherwiseô. In this project, 
the early interests of many peer researchers focussed on visible and 

spectacular forms of violence, often those perpetrated by young 

people, such as knife crime. As the programme developed, some 
peer researchers broadened their interests, drawing other 

manifestations of young peopleôs experience of violence into view, 

including structural and systemic issues, the unequal distribution of 
resources and exploitative relations. We reflect on the structures 

and conditions that allowed young people to make these 

imaginative leaps and we draw these discussions into conversation 
with the literature on imaginative criminology. 

Coproducing Quantitative Measures through Dialogue: a 

commitment to learning from the ground Rebecca Nowland, 

University of Central Lancashire; Cath Larkins, University of 

Central Lancashire; Darren Sharpe, University of East 

London; Alastair Roy, University of Central Lancashire; Nora 

Morocza, University of East London; Nicola Farrelly, 

University of Central Lancashire; John Wainwright, University 

of Central Lancashire 

Youth participatory evaluation moves evaluation from being framed 
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as something that is done to young people to evaluation with or by 
young people (Montrosse-Moorhead, Bitar, Ar®valo, & Rishko-

Porcescu, 2019).  Youth participatory evaluation, which has been 

developing for more than 20 years (Flores, 2007), typically 
prioritises qualitative methodologies.  Where quantitative methods 

are used these are most likely to involve semi-structured surveys 

inquiring into childrenôs concerns, rather than involving them in 
designing quantitative methods for outcome data collection or 

shaping the evaluation.  Partnering with youth in the development 

of logic models of change and the development of measures can 
ensure that they are socially meaningful, developmentally 

appropriate, culturally sensitive, psychometrically valid (Lef et al. 

2006) and situated in children and young people everyday language 
and priorities (Zeller-Berkman, Munoz-Proto & Torre, 2015).  This 

is important when working with children and young people in 

vulnerable situations where their concerns are seldom heard.   In 
this presentation we outline a cocreation dialogue process, 

involving asking young people a series of critical questions about 

their experiences and change that matters to them to enable 
coproduction of outcome measures.  We describe the evolution of 

this method, and a case study where this framework was used to 

coproduce evaluations of service provision with young people in 
contact with diversion and youth justice services.   We argue that 

dialogue can enable youth agency and inclusion, even where young 

peopleôs engagement as young evaluators is relatively limited.  
Further, this approach adds value to knowledge generated by 

measuring what matters to children, they are more likely to engage 
with evaluation processes enhancing the quality and reliability of 

data. We also argue that shaping evaluations through dialogue can 

help ensure that services are held to account on the issues which 
children and young people prioritise. 

007.  Addressing Gender and Sexual Victimization 

Topic 4: Victimology/Consequences of Victimization 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 6 

Chair: 

Garima Jain, O.P. Jindal Global University 

Participants: 

It was love, they called it rape: Ethnographic Study on Statutory 

rape Garima Jain, O.P. Jindal Global University 

The paper analyse statutory rape in cases of runaway marriages of 

minor and contest the construction of these categories as órape.ô By 
increasing the age of consent from 16 to 18 years in the child sexual 

abuse law, the paper will focus on troubling developments of courts 

to adjudicate on love, romance and elopement. Siddiqui, 2012 
suggested that rape complaints in elopement cases are filed because 

'it is less dishonourable to claim to be a victim of rape than to admit 

to consensual sex.' Women in such cases become persona non- 

grata both for her native as well as in-laws family causing severe 

distress to her psychological as well as economic stability. By 
construction of elopement cases as órapeô, the retributive process 

have increased the family control on adolescentsô sexuality. The 

study refer to the ethnographic account of the victim and their 
family members and highlights the importance of restorative 

processes in dealing with the cases of statutory rape cases. By 

centering the discourse on óhonourô, óbodily autonomyô, óagencyô, it 
poses a serious challenge of feminist movement in recognizing rape 

as violence, transgression of body integrity and subjectivity and not 

just a property violation. 

Men as victims? Courtroom Performances of Masculinities and 

Victimhood Anita Heber, Stockholm University, Dept of 

Criminology 

Drawing on observations in Swedish district courts, this 

presentation explores how masculinities and victimhood are 

performed on the courtroom stage, contradicting and underscoring 
assigned roles of plaintiff or defendant. The three themes analysed 

highlight how men both seek and avoid victimhood in court. These 
theses are: heroic rescuers, capable victims, and fearful men. The 

analysis show how masculinities and victimhood are performed in 

fluid and interlocking ways in court. 

The revictimisation of sexual violence victim-survivors via 

informal disclosure Jade Bloomfield-Utting, University of 

Bath; Tina Nicola Skinner, University of Bath 

Most research and policy debate on sexual violence focuses on 

criminal justice responses to victim-survivors, yet victim-survivors 

are more likely to disclose informally (Home Office 2021). 
Informal disclosure responses can have a profound impact on 

victim-survivors in terms of óhealingô and subsequent 
disclosure/help-seeking. Whilst research has captured the ways in 

which victim-survivors needs are not met via formal disclosure, less 

is known regarding how victim-survivors felt heard, validated and 
understood by informal disclosure recipients and the impact of such 

responses, particularly marginalised victim-survivors. This paper 

draws upon the voices and experiences of 30 victim-survivors of 
child sexual abuse, sexual assault and rape to illustrate the various 

ways in which the need to be heard, validated and understood can 

be fulfilled by informal disclosure recipients in relation to: the 
affirmation of experience(s) and impact; active listening; empathy 

and compassion; ótailoredô support; continued support and a 

willingness to learn; and being emotionally available and present. 
HM Government. 2021. Tackling Violence Against Women and 

Girls. London: Home Office. 

The Invisible Wounds of COVID-19: Exploring domestic abuse 

victimisation experiences of Minoritised women in the UK 

Ankita Mishra, University of Sheffield; Jilly Gibson-Miller, 

University of Sheffield; Chantelle Wood, University of Sheffield 

It is known that crises, including public health emergencies, 

compound gender based power dynamics and underlying 

inequalities in socio economic and health systems, and further 

exacerbate violence against women. The COVID-19 pandemic is no 

exception. In the context of the rising cases of Violence Against 
Women during the COVID-19 pandemic and the Black Lives 

Matter movement, circumstances have unmasked existing structural 
forces the world is wrestling with, patriarchy and institutional 

racism. These resonate as major struggles of racially Minoritised 

women experiencing domestic abuse. However, vast majority of the 
research does not centre the óvoicesô of Minoritised victims. Using 

narrative interviews with Black and Minoritised victims of 

domestic abuse (n=20) in the UK, the present study aimed to 
explore their experiences of domestic abuse victimisation and its 

consequences on mental health and seeking help in the context of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. We generated three themes from the 
interviews using reflexive thematic analysis: óBlurred boundaries of 

violenceô, óThe burden of the pandemicô, óReimagining healing and 

justice: Multiplicity of victim voicesô. Results highlight how the 

pandemic context influenced victimisation patterns that blurred the 

boundaries between ódomesticô and ópublicô spheres, exacerbated 

mental health and well being concerns of Minoritised victims and 
amplified their barriers to seeking help and support through the 

domino effect the pandemic had on services and support networks. 

Findings demonstrate the limitations of the simplistic understanding 
of domestic abuse and shortcomings of taking a óone-size-fits-allô 

approach in addressing the complex and diverse needs of 

Minoritised women victims. It is essential that policy, legislation 
and practice recognise these complexities and account for the role 

of the pandemic context influencing victimsô experiences to provide 

more tailored support options and move towards implementing 
systemic and structural changes to address the invisible wounds of 

Minoritised women to prevent future harm. 

008.  Violence and other contemporary victimization issues 

Topic 4: Victimology/Consequences of Victimization 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 
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Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 7 

Chair: 

Ane Viana Salinas, UPV-EHU 

Participants: 

Hate Crime Victimization. Spotlights on Discriminatory 

Victimization Experiences and their Consequences in Urban 

Spaces in Germany Eva Maria GroÇ, Hochschule Polizei 

Hamburg; Joachim Hªfele, Polizeiakademie Niedersachsen 

Hate crimes or prejudice-related acts are motivated by the 

assumption of unequal worth of different population groups. 
Victims often feel particularly powerless due to the fact that they 

usually cannot change the characteristics that motivated the attack. 

This feeling of powerlessness is typically accompanied by 
particularly strong fears of being victimized again. Especially since 

the relatively large influx of refugees from African and Middle 

Eastern areas in 2015 and the simultaneous rise in anti-immigrant 
attitudes, hate crime victimization has increasingly become an issue 

in Germany. Despite the high level of political attention and 

societal relevance of the phenomenon, until today representative 
data on such discriminatory experiences are rare in Germany. The 

Hate Town project, on which the presentation is based, addresses 

this research gap and aims, among other things, to record how 
different minority groups are affected by prejudice-based 

victimization and discrimination in urban areas. Particular focus is 
placed on minorities such as the Jewish community, political office 

holders, the Muslim community and the LGBTI community. The 

presentation will introduce results of multivariate analyses on 
consequences of prejudice-related victimization with a focus on 

fear of crime and trust in institutions in a multi-level context.  The 

data basis is n = 4577 persons from N = 96 Hamburg districts. 

Help-seeking behaviour of victims of violence Nathalie Leitgºb-

Guzy, Federal Criminal Police Office; Ina Bieber, Federal 

Criminal Police Office; Henrik Schwarze, Federal Criminal 

Police Office 

For victims of violence, the willingness to seek and get help is the 
key to cope with the consequences of becoming a victim. 

Unfortunately, victims of domestic violence often do not take 

advantage of these offers and remain alone with their experiences.   
The presentation will show results on help-seeking behavior of 

victims of violence, with a focus on domestic violence. A 

differentiation will be made between police reporting, professional 
(victim) support services, and private support from family and 

friends. Moreover, the reasons against the use of support services 

will be presented. Following the work of Kaukinen (2002, 2004), 
based on latent class analysis, different groups of help-seekers are 

presented, considering various types of help.   The data base for the 

analyses is the German Victim Survey "Security and Crime in 
Germany 2020" with a sample size of over 45,000 persons. These 

and other analyses show the (close) relationship between the use of 
different support services and police reporting, especially among 

victims of domestic violence. The results provide an important 

basis for understanding help-seeking behavior among victims of 
domestic violence and for improving the assistance offered. 

Lost and alone: Victimization of Unaccompained Foreign Minors 

in Alavaôs Protection Centre (Spain) Ane Viana Salinas, UPV-

EHU 

The present qualitative study aims to investigate the victimization 

experiences of unaccompanied foreign minors residing in a 
protection centre in Alava (Basque Country), focusing on their 

experiences of vulnerability and stigmatisation. The study 

employed a semi-structured interview approach to collect data from 
the participants, who are between the ages of 13-17 and from 

Africa, either Maghreb or Sub-Saharan. The research seeks to 

identify various forms of victimization they experience, including 
physical violence, emotional abuse, police victimization, and 

racism, both in their home country and in Spain, particularly in the 

Basque Country. The study's results suggest that unaccompanied 

foreign minors are particularly vulnerable to victimization and it 
highlights that victimization situation often compounded by cultural 

barriers and lack of protection. The findings of this study highlight 

the urgent need to implement intervention policies that specifically 
address the challenges faced by unaccompanied foreign minors and 

prioritize their safety and well-being. KEY WORDS: 

unaccompained foreign minors, victimization, vulnerability. 

Perceived Discrimination and Mental Health Among First-

Generation Immigrant Adolescents: The Role of Acculturation 

Patterns Leonie DreiÇigacker, Criminological Research 

Institute of Lower Saxony 

The negative impact of perceived discrimination on the mental 

health of immigrants is well established. Less is known about how 

the impact of discrimination differs depending on the acculturation 
patterns of first-generation immigrant adolescents. Acculturation, as 

described by Berry (1997), is the process of cultural and 

psychological change when individuals or groups encounter a 
different culture and adopt some of its values, beliefs, customs, and 

behaviors. Immigrants who have adapted to the host culture in 

many domains may be more susceptible to the negative effects of 
perceived discrimination on their mental health. They may feel that 

their efforts for adaptation are not sufficient, given that they 

continue to face rejection through discrimination. Using a person-
oriented approach, this study aims to identify subgroups of first-

generation immigrant adolescents based on their ethnic behavior 

(language use, ethnicity of close friends) and cultural identity (self-
perception) to distinguish different acculturation patterns. This 

approach offers the advantage of classifying individuals based on 

their response patterns rather than on predetermined cut-off criteria. 
The study investigates the influence of perceived discrimination on 

depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation, and life satisfaction and 

examines whether this association differs depending on the 
acculturation groups. Analyses are based on data from 755 first-

generation immigrant adolescents who participated in a 

representative student survey in Lower Saxony, Germany, in 2019. 
Preliminary results confirm small negative associations between 

perceived discrimination and mental health outcomes. 

Acculturation patterns based on ethnic behavior and cultural 
identity will be presented and their influence on the association 

between perceived discrimination and mental health outcomes will 

be discussed. 

009.  Mental and physical health in detention I 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 8 

Chair: 

Helena Sch¿ttler, Criminological Research Institute of Lower 

Saxony 

Participants: 

Delivering Trauma-Informed Care with Incarcerated Individuals 

in a United State's Jail Stephen Tripodi, Florida State 

University; Tanya Renn, Florida State University 

There are over 2 million people incarcerated in the United States 
with nearly 750,000 being held in local jails. Approximately 80% 

of all incarcerated people have experienced multiple traumatic 

events, which are connected to the development of mental health 
problems and substance use disorders, and if left untreated, increase 

the likelihood of re-incarceration once released from jail. Thus, we 

implemented Skills Training for Affective and Interpersonal 
Regulation (STAIR) in a Florida jail to help incarcerated 

individuals manage their symptoms and the consequences of 

traumatic events.  We randomly assigned participants to receive all 

STAIR sessions while incarcerated or to receive half of the sessions 

while incarcerated and the other half in the community upon 
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release. All participants had experienced lifetime traumatic events.  
There were improvements in aggression, impulsivity, PTSD 

symptoms, and self-efficacy.  Moreover, a smaller percentage of 

participants screened positive for anxiety and substance use 
disorders at posttest and follow-up compared to pretest. We were 

able to successfully provide programming to significantly more 

people assigned to receive all of the sessions while incarcerated.  
We also interviewed nine participants to learn their perceptions of 

participating in trauma-informed care programming. These 

participants discussed their new awareness of the impact of trauma 
on their lives along with their new and developing coping skills.  

These incarcerated individuals greatly supported the delivery of 

STAIR in the jail and in the community setting after release. This 
project provides promising results in implementing trauma-

informed care in correctional settings. Future experimental studies 

will help understand the efficacy and effectiveness of STAIR 
programming with incarcerated individuals before releasing to the 

community. 

Examining Dropout and Success in Risk-Oriented Treatment 

Programs in Czech Prisons Zuzana Podan§, Katedra 

sociologie, Charles University Prague; Jiri Burianek, Katedra 

sociologie, Charles University Prague; Martina Novopack§, 

Charles University; JindŚich HŢrka, Prison Service of the 

Czech Republic; V§clav JiŚiļka, Prison Service of the Czech 

Republic; Michal Petras, Prison Service of the Czech Republic 

This paper presents the findings of a research project conducted in 

Czechia between 2020 and 2023, entitled "Determinants of success 

and failure among convicts participating in risk-oriented offender 
treatment programs." Despite the existence of several standardized 

treatment programs in Czech prisons, there is a severe lack of data 

regarding their participants and outcomes. The project had two 
objectives: 1) to address the issue by collecting data using a 

standardized form and 2) to examine the factors associated with 

program drop-out and low success rates in achieving the desired 
program outcomes. The final dataset consisted of 679 program 

participants evaluated by program lecturers at two time points: 

before and after program completion. Additional data on 
participants were obtained from prison databases and a risk and 

need assessment tool (SARPO). The overall drop-out rate was 19%, 

with roughly half of those dropping out for ñjustifiableò reasons 
such as conditional release or health issues. Among those who 

completed the program, 10% received poor success ratings. 

Nevertheless, there were substantial differences among the 
programs that are often related to their inherent characteristics. The 

failure to complete the program was significantly associated with 

demographic factors such as gender and education, as well as 
criminal history and assessed risk. However, the level of success 

was only weakly or insignificantly related to these factors. On the 

other hand, offendersô motivation evaluated by lecturers at the 
beginning of the program was a strong predictor of both program 

completion and positive evaluation of its success. The implications 

of the project findings for improving program execution are 
discussed, along with the limitations of the study. 

Incarcerated in a Pandemic: How COVID-19 Exacerbated the 

ñPains of Imprisonmentò Miltonette Olivia Craig, Sam 

Houston State University; Mijin Kim, Illinois State University; 

Dawn Beichner-Thomas, Illinois State University 

Although the exact toll of COVID-19 in U.S. prisons and jails is 

relatively undetermined, estimates show that deaths due to the virus 
in the nationôs correctional facilities are approximately six times 

higher than deaths in the general population. During the pandemic, 

jail and prison structures, as well as significant overcrowding, made 
it virtually impossible to institute protective measures against 

infection in correctional settings. Jail and prison administrators 

suspended in-person visitation, leaving those incarcerated even 
further isolated, and their friends and family in fear for the health 

and safety of their loved ones. The present study examines 

narratives of individuals who spoke about their experiences when 

they, or close relatives, were incarcerated during the pandemic. The 
data for the study were gathered from prison reform advocacy 

organizations that featured personal stories. The narrative findings 

demonstrate intensified deprivations of liberty (e.g., extreme 
isolation in solitary and quarantine) and security (e.g., lack of 

preventative measures to prevent infection), expanding Sykesôs 

(1958) original framework, and also illustrate the long reach of 
incarceration by encapsulating the anguish of individuals with 

incarcerated relatives. The findings also provide insight into the 

traumatic experiences that incarcerated individuals faced during this 
time, how institutional failures exacerbated their mistrust of the 

criminal legal system, and their efforts to cope. 

The need for treatment among the Finnish prisoners with reduced 

criminal responsibility Miisa Tºrºlª, University of Eastern 

Finland; Mika Rautanen, VTH 

Globally, health problems are very common among prisoners. In 

the Finnish legal system, a mental state examination aims to help in 

recognising psychiatric problems among offenders. The legal-
medical term óreduced criminal responsibilityô refers to a weakened 

sense of reality and the ability to control oneôs behaviour because of 

compromised mental health and without an evaluated need for 
forensic psychiatric hospitalisation. Offenders with reduced 

criminal responsibility generally serve a prison sentence. However, 

little is known about the actual need for the health care of prisoners 
with reduced criminal responsibility (PRCR). The aim of the 

present study was to explore treatment-related visits to prison by 

PRCR in Finland. The research data comprise information on 
PRCRôs treatment-related visits and that of a matched control group 

(n = 222). Descriptive cross-tabulation with XĮ- and nonparametric 

MannïWhitney U-tests and Cox regression analyses are applied. In 
this presentation, I will report the results showing the differences of 

the need for treatment between the PRCR and the control group and 

suggest further research and policy recommendations. Keywords: 

prisoners; health services; hospitalisation; reduced criminal 

responsibility; prison 

The ñpains of imprisonmentò during the Covid-19 pandemic ï 

Differences between open and closed prisons Helena Sch¿ttler, 

Criminological Research Institute of Lower Saxony 

The Covid-19 pandemic has posed new challenges for the prison 
system, both in terms of rehabilitating prisoners and protecting the 

public from further crime. The Ăpains of imprisonment" described 

by Sykes (1974) as deprivations have been exacerbated by 
pandemic-related restrictions. In particular, the Ătotal institution" 

(Goffman, 1961) has been significantly affected by pandemic-

related measures, resulting in widespread effects on mental and 
physical health, as well as conditions of detention and preparation 

for release. The research project "Corona Behind Bars" (CoBiBar) 

aims to examine the effects of Covid-19 on the prison system and 
different groups within it. To achieve this, 991 incarcerated 

individuals from six German states (Lower Saxony, Berlin, 
Brandenburg, Schleswig Holstein, Bavaria, and Baden 

Wurttemberg) were surveyed about correctional interventions and 

intramural changes resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
objective is to investigate which restrictions are particularly painful 

and how these burdens differ between different types of prisons. 

Since open prisons represent a transition between the total 
structures of closed facilities and life in freedom, it is essential to 

determine how stress levels vary between open and closed prisons. 

In addition to the deprivations outlined by Sykes, prisoners noted 
other restrictions, especially limited contact and changes in 

detention conditions. Reduced visitation, extended confinement 

times, and limited sports and group opportunities were particularly 
stressful. Preliminary results indicate that individuals in open 

prisons experience these restrictions less severely than those in 

closed prisons. However, despite similar restrictions, on average, 
they were perceived as less severe and acute in open prisons. 

010.  Challenges and Lessons Learned from Transatlantic 

Collaboration in Criminological Research & Teaching 
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Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Teaching 

Methods 

Roundtable 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 10 

This roundtable aims to bring together scholars that are interested in 

collaboration between EU and US universities. The discussion will address 
research, teaching, institutional administration and transdisciplinary 

cooperation with non-academic partners. It is our intention that based on 

concrete examples from formalization processes between EU and US 
partners, we can generate a set of new ideas that can improve transatlantic 

collaboration in the above mentioned categories.  The discussion of practices 

and ideas will provide an insight on how to improve existing relationships and 
create new ones between transatlantic partners. 

Chair: 

Hedi Nasheri, Kent State University 

Discussants: 

Noel Klima, Ghent University 

Wim Hardyns, Professor, Institute for International Research on 

Criminal Policy, Department of Criminology, Criminal Law and 

Social Law, Ghent University 

011.  Immigration, crime & citizenship, Panel 4, Criminality and 

migration  

Topic 3: Crime Correlates/Immigration / Migration 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 11 

Chair: 

Meng-Ru Shih, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Participants: 

Immigration and violent crime. Does legal status matter? 

Evidence for Spain ALEJANDRO IRIBAS, Universidad Rey 

Juan Carlos 

In recent decades, Europe has undergone a rapid migratory 

transition that has aroused growing interest in both the media and 
the academia. While economists have focused on studying the 

impacts of immigrants on the labor market or the fiscal system, 

various surveys show that the main concern among public opinion 
is the potential effects on crime, especially with regards to 

undocumented immigration (Transatlantic Trends Survey, 2014). 

However, several methodological challenges have prevented a 
systematic empirical validation of this question, so the relationship 

between immigration, crime and legal status remains largely 

unexplained today. We argue that the Spanish institutional 
framework constitutes a unique opportunity for shedding light to 

this relationship, as all immigrants (regardless of legal status) are 

provided with high incentives (most notably, access to free health 
care services) to enroll in municipal registers. Thus, we compare 

registration data with information on the number of foreigners 

holding a residence permit to obtain a benchmark estimation of the 
size of both regular and undocumented immigrant population. Next, 

we use a panel of the 52 Spanish provinces over the period 2003-

2019 to assess whether regional crime rates respond to changes in 
the concentration of irregular immigrants. Regional crime rates are 

computed as the number of reported crimes (robberies, homicides, 

rapes and crimes of injury) over total province population. We 
address potential endogeneity issues by proposing a novel shift-

share instrument that exploits the difference in nationality 

composition between legal and undocumented immigrants over the 
considered period. Our preliminary results suggest that lawful and 

irregular immigration have independent effects on criminal 
violence. Baseline OLS fixed effects results point to a negative and 

significant relationship between criminal violence and legal 

immigration, while the impact of irregular immigration varies 
across the different criminal typologies. 

The Prosecution of `loverboysË - Results of a Criminal Files 

Analysis from Germany Nora Labarta Greven, 

Kriminologisches Forschungsinstitut Niedersachsen 

Human trafficking violates human dignity and fundamental rights. 

It involves sexual exploitation, often facilitated by individuals 

known as loverboys. Loverboys are pimps who exploit young girls 
and women by pretending to be in a romantic relationship with 

them. While studies on the loverboy phenomenon exist in some 

countries, there have been none conducted in Germany. Therefore, 
the aim of this investigation is to examine the loverboy 

phenomenon in Germany. Understanding how this modus operandi 

works is necessary to develop effective prevention measures and 
combat trafficking for sexual exploitation. To achieve this goal, 

data from a research project conducted by the Criminological 

Research Institute of Lower Saxony on "The Evaluation of Penal 
Provisions to Combat Human Trafficking" is used. The project 

analysed 222 criminal case files of sexual exploitation from 2017 to 

2019. The data is analysed to determine how often emotional 
relationships between victims and perpetrators play a role in sexual 

exploitation. Additionally, the investigation will examine how often 

perpetrators use the loverboy method and what typical cases look 
like. Overall, it becomes clear that emotional relationships between 

suspects and victims of sex trafficking are a very common tool in 

the context of sexual exploitation. Preliminary results indicate that 
in one third of the cases, an emotional relationship between 

perpetrators and victims played a role in the solicitation and supply 

of prostitution. Although this is a typical form of recruitment, it 
seems that law enforcement agencies face challenges in prosecuting 

these cases. Therefore, prosecution problems and suggestions for 

more effective prosecution will be discussed. 

Traffickersô Representations in UK Policies: Examining the Least 

Known Component of the Human Trafficking Equation 

Konstantinos Kosmas Gaitis, The University of Edinburgh 

Through a framework that combines literature's observations on 

traffickersô policy-based representations with International 

Relations (IR) theories, this paper explores the representations of 
traffickers and anti-trafficking government goals in policies of the 

United Kingdomôs (UK), Scottish and Northern Irish governments. 
Policies were found to mostly subscribe to a Realistôs viewing of 

human trafficking, emphasising criminal choices. Still, and despite 

their growing tendency to focus on a wider range of traffickers, 
their dominant narrative tends to revolve around trafficking 

stereotypes, often ignoring the full spectrum of traffickers' identities 

to promote total human trafficking elimination. This discourse may 
overstate Britain's trafficking problem, sustaining state legitimacy 

and intervention and narrowing down the scope of anti-trafficking 

efforts. Conclusively, to ensure a more effective anti-trafficking 
response, the UK needs to set more feasible goals and based on an 

in-depth knowledge of traffickers strive to further enrich the policy-

promoted human trafficking narrative. 

Comparing justification of morally dubious behavior and violence 

across immigrant generations and native-born individuals: A 

cross-national assessment Jaeyong Choi, West Chester 

University 

A fair amount of research has shown that immigrants do not 
necessarily commit more crimes than native-born individuals. 

However, it remains unclear why patterns of crime vary across first-

generation immigrants, second-generation immigrants, and native-
born individuals. Using a sample of individuals from the World 

Value Survey Wave 6, we conduct a multi-level analysis to 

examine the impact of various factors on the justification of morally 
dubious behavior and violence across different countries. 

Specifically, we draw on Institutional Anomie Theory to identify 
individual-level attributes and national-level structural factors and 

test whether these variables explain distinct crime patterns between 

different generations of immigrants and native-born individuals. 

Additionally, we investigate whether geopolitical contexts specific 

to immigration (e.g., the proportion of immigrants in the population 
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and discrimination) are linked to crime patterns of different 
immigrant generation statuses. 

Dispelling the Myth - A Study on Crime, Immigrants, and 

Socioeconomic Factors in Italy Meng-Ru Shih, University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette 

Many immigrants have come to Italy since the 2000s. According to 

the data, the number of immigrants that settled in Italy between 
2002 and 2012 is about eight times more than in the previous 

decade. Is there any impact of the increasing numbers of 

immigrants? Stefano Maffei and Isabella Betsosôs article, Crime 
and Criminal Policy in Italy, argued that the arrival of immigrants, 

especially illegal immigrants, may contribute to human trafficking 
or other criminal activities (Maffei & Betsos, 2007). This study 

pursues to explore the correlation between immigration and crime 

rates as well as other socioeconomic factors in Italy. The social 
factors included the labor force, healthcare spending, education 

spending, poverty rate, and GDP per capita in Italy. The analysis 

revealed a protective effect of the growing number of immigrants 
on crime rates. Similarly, allocating more budget to education and 

healthcare may also contribute to a decrease in crime. The poverty 

rate showed a positive relationship with crime rates; however, the 
result is not significant. Policy implications are discussed. 

012.  Deconstructing Organized Crime: Production, Trade and 

Governance 

Topic 7: Comparative and Historical Perspectives/Transnational 

Crime and Justice 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 3 

The panel presents a set of five papers reporting on theoretical and empirical 

findings of the ERC-funded project CrimGov (PI Federico Varese). The 
papers range from studies of international drugs trafficking, to network 

structure of mafias, criminal governance in Russian prisons and crime data in 

Nottingham. All papers are in dialogue with each otherôs and refer to a 
common theoretical framework. 

Chair: 

Federico Varese, Sciences Po 

Participants: 

Production, Trade and Governance: A New Framework for the 

Understanding of Organized Crime Federico Varese, Sciences 

Po 

There is a strong consensus that organized crime (OC) is harmful to 
society, and its profits are vast, yet the conceptual tools and the data 

used to study it are mostly limited in their use. Individuals 

undertaking very different activitiesðranging from peasants 
farming land in Colombia to local gangs in London, to mafia in 

Italy to transnational corporate actors and even London-based estate 

agentsðare routinely lumped together under the conceptual label of 
OC. This paper introduces a new framework for the study of OC, 

and illustrate it with key examples. The framework focuses on three 

activities undertaken by OC groups: governance, production and 
trade. The paper will ask whether groups specialise or conduct more 

than one activity, and under which conditions one set of actorsð

say, traders--morph into another--say, producers. This paper is the 
theoretical underpinning of the ERC-funded project CRIMGOV, 

which undertakes an important and timely theoretical re-orientation 

in the study of OC. 

The Cost of Violence: A Study of Criminal Cooperation in the 

Drug Trade Zora Lea Hauser, University of Oxford; Federico 

Varese, Sciences Po 

Is the drug trade riddled with violence and cheating or does it 

consist of a series of smooth and sophisticated operations between 
sellers and buyers, facilitated by intermediaries all the way from 

wholesale to retail? Using a dataset of 81 international and national 

criminal transactions extracted from one of the largest actions 
against organised crime to date in Europe, this paper puts the two 

views to test. The data reveal that delays, wrong information, 
mistakes, and fraud are commonplace in illegal trade. Shipments 

arrive months late, containers get lost, and intermediaries disappear 

with the money, in an environment of chronic uncertainty of 
outcomes and responsibilities. Yet, we find that (1) violence is 

never used and only rarely threatened; (2) most incidents never 

develop into disputes in the first place; and (3) disputes and threats 
of violence are not equally distributed across incidents. Moving 

from descriptive statistics to a discussion based on the in-depth 

qualitative study of each transaction, the paper explains why, and 
under which conditions, the drug trade can be peaceful. In doing so, 

it makes a significant contribution to the literature on the use of 

violence in organised crime and the study of cooperation in low-
trust environments. 

Progony: Criminal Governance in Russian Prisons through 

Hidden Written Communication Elena Racheva, University of 

Oxford; Federico Varese, Sciences Po 

The Russian mafia, known as thieves-in-law (vory-v-zakone) 
emerged almost hundred years ago. Today, it is still present all 

around the world, from Italy and Austria to Turkey and Dubai. In 

the post-Soviet space, it is involved in all sorts of crimes, from 
petty theft to money-laundering, but its presence is mostly felt in 

Russian prisons in many of which they govern every aspect of life. 

How does it enforce internal rules and external order, control 
territories or expel wrongdoers? This paper is a preliminary study 

of the mafia's highly formalized written communication. It conducts 

a content analysis of 85 mafia edicts (progony), hand-written papers 
issued by vory between 1988 and 2022 and distributed around the 

prison population in the post-Soviet space. We also reconstructed 

the biographies of those who signed the edits (and those who are 
mentioned in them; n=303) and have conducted 7 in-depth 

interviews with former convicts. We claim that vory fraternity 

implements its rules in prisons through progony. This reduces the 

level of violence although currently it is often challenged by the 

state or the presence of other extra-legal strong groups (mostly 

religious Muslims). We conclude that the progony are law-like 
performative speech acts that appeal to principles of justice and 

fairness. Besides resorting to violence, vory also appeals to 

emotions, morals and values through the ritualized language of 
progony and the Prison Code. In the complex post-soviet period, 

the vory fraternity has been continuing to adhere to its old-age rules 

and values, despite the political fragmentation of the Soviet Union. 

Uncovering Regional Crime Patterns Using Macro-level Data 

Analysis and Micro-level Interviews Fanqi Zeng, University of 

Oxford; Federico Varese, Sciences Po; Ella Gibbs-Pearce, 

University of Oxford 

Systematically analysing regional crime trends over time can aid in 

implementing better crime responses and improving public safety. 

However, challenges such as a lack of large-scale data and proper 

analytical methods hinder researchers from comprehensively 

understanding crime patterns. This study utilises a novel dataset of 

public phone call records to the police in the city of Nottingham 
(UK) from 2012 to 2019, containing spatial-temporal information 

and police-labelled crime types, to conduct a macro-level spatial 

analysis of eight major crimes over these years. The results reveal 
an uneven distribution of certain crimes in Nottingham, with some 

particularly prominent crimes in certain areas. Micro-level 

investigations into crime patterns are also conducted through field 
interviews in selected areas in Nottingham to understand the 

reasons behind the macro results. The study contributes a 

systematic framework for crime analysis and helps to identify areas 
of high crime and the factors that contribute to regional crime, such 

as the presence of gangs that govern communities, providing 

valuable information for the development of effective crime 
prevention strategies. 

Coordination and Control in Criminal Networks Alae Baha, 

University of Oxford 

Criminal groups often choose their network structure as a response 
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to constraints from their environment such as the nature of their 
activity and policing. These constraints lead to a trade-off between 

exposure, which favors more decentralization, and efficiency which 

requires more communication and centralization. This paper 
provides a setting to study the properties of optimal hierarchies 

when a criminal group faces a risk of disruption. The paper 

provides three main results. First, I show that a higher risk of 
exposure, for instance, due to more efficient policing, favors less 

centralized structures. This decentralization is either horizontal 

through a split in the network and a cell-based structure, or vertical, 
through more intermediation in communication. Second, I study 

vertical decentralization and characterize the optimal hierarchy. 

When the losses from indirect communication are low, hierarchical 
structures emerge. In this case, when facing higher exposure, the 

groups opt for a structure that exhibits more levels of hierarchy and 

an increase in the share of the value created by higher-ups. Finally, 
I study the effect of the group's activity on the type of 

decentralization. In particular, I show when this activity requires 

more coordination, the cell-based structure is favored leading to 
smaller operational units. Within each unit, direct communication is 

favored which induces a higher risk of disruption and less 

resilience. This result is due to higher losses from indirect 
communication which makes these groups less flexible and more 

risk taking. 

013.  Comparative Approaches to Policing and Security 

Topic 7: Comparative and Historical Perspectives/Cross-National 

Comparisons of Crime and Justice 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 4 

Chair: 

Jonas Maas, Ghent University 

Participants: 

(De)politicisation of private security. Parliamentary discourse on 

the private investigation sectors in Belgium and the 

Netherlands. Jonas Maas, Ghent University; Pieter Leloup, 

Ghent University/Free University of Brussels 

Today, the business of private investigation represents an important 

place within the security landscape. The sector encompasses a wide 
variety of services, ranging from criminal, financial and corporate 

fraud investigations to insurance claims investigations and asset 

tracing. Private investigators serve various types of clientele, such 
insurance and financial companies, lawyer firms, and individual 

citizens. It has been observed that the activities of private 

detectives, similar to those of other, more visible, private security 
actors, have been at the centre of political debate for decades. In 

particular, issues regarding their regulation and accountability have 

been high on the political agenda. However, despite this important 

observation, research on the politics of this particular part of the 

private security sector remains rather underexplored. In particular, 

very little understanding exists regarding the exact processes ï and 
their consequences ï of politicisation and de-politicisation in the 

domain of private investigations. Therefore, this paper takes a 

closer look at how patterns of (de-)politicisation developed in two 
neighbouring countries, Belgium and the Netherlands. As a point of 

departure, the research explores and compares the degrees and 

manifestations of (de-)politicisation since the 1990s, when private 
investigation regulations in both countries were introduced, until 

today. In our analytical framework, three processes are examined, 

including increases and decreases in salience, polarisation of 
opinion and the expansion or decline of actors involved. Empirical 

data are drawn from parliamentary records between 1990 and 2022. 
The finding of our study demonstrates how processes of (de-

)politicisation have been largely shaping policies regarding private 

investigation in both countries. As such, our innovative approach 

will prove useful in expanding our understanding of how private 

security policies and regulations have been introduced, amended 

and adopted. 

Pre-socialization to police profession: a comparative study from 

the United Kingdom and United States Maria Haberfeld, John 

Jay College of Criminal Justice; Gareth Lee Stubbs, Rabdan 

Academy 

Prior social influence has been the subject of some recent studies 

and there is evidence of both social contacts being instrumental for 

success in the police recruitment process, and for unequal 
development of identity salience. Identity salience affects feeling of 

belonging and likelihood of support from within the chosen 

identity. This in turn suggests that those with lower identity 
salience may be more likely to act in a way that is contrary to the 

interests of the group. This study investigates the latter. An on-line 

survey developed by the researchers contained a listing of existing 
social contacts at the point of police recruitment, a small set of 

questions about their disciplinary record, and defining 

demographics. The results will be discussed and analyzed within 
the larger context of preventive strategies geared towards police 

misconduct. 

Smart cities and security: the reterritorialization of urban security 

regimes in Italian and English city-regions? Adam Michael 

Edwards, Cardiff University; Marco Calaresu, University of 

Sassari 

Constructs of the smart city and associated disruptive digital 
technologies have the facilitative power to reterritorialize urban 

security regimes, shifting the focus of security agendas from offline 

relations amongst street populations to new threats emerging from 
the interface between offline and online relations. However, this 

facilitative circuit of power is mediated by the power of existing 

urban security dispositions: those rules of meaning and membership 
that commit policymakers to certain concepts of risk and justice in 

the politics of security in city-regions. Insofar as urban security 

regimes remain committed to conventional dispositions that 
privilege a focus on offline problems of street crime and insecurity 

amongst populations in urban neighbourhoods, ignoring the new 

threats produced by disruptive digital technologies, they will leave 
citizens increasingly insecure and open to predation from 

commercial and state organisations as well as individual villainy in 

smart cities.  The paper discusses findings from a comparative 
analysis of urban security agendas in the three largest city-regions 

in Italy (Milan, Rome and Naples) and in England (London, 

Manchester and the West Midlands). These suggest a continued 
preoccupation with offline street crime and an ignorance of the 

increasing security threats posed by online-offline relations in smart 

cities. The argument concludes by setting out a series of strategic 
dilemmas for urban security regimes that seek to maintain, develop, 

reform or transform the conventional focus on offline street crime 

and insecurity. 

The birth and the renaissance of judicial Police in Europe - 

Historical and Comparative view. EVANGELOS DIAMANTIS, 

Lawyer - Dr. Professor at the School of Greek Police Officers 

The present study examines the birth of the judicial police (police 

judiciaire) in France and its adoption by Germany and Italy. Today, 

there is a renaissance of judicial police throughout the world. The 
judicial police tasked to solve crimes and arresting their 

perpetrators. The roots of judicial police can be found in the French 

Revolution and specifically, in the political thought Montesquieu, 
for the principle of the distinction of functions. The French have 

always been wary of concentrating power in one person, after the 

monarchy was challenged. There was the refusal of the exercise of 
state functions by a single State Service, in which the police did not 

escape. Thus was born the principle of the distinction between 
administrative and judicial police, which proclaimed for the first 

time in articles 16 to 20 of the famous revolutionary "Code des 

d®lits et des peines du 3 Brumaire, an 4 (25 octobre 1795) 
Contenant les Lois relatives ¨ l "instruction des affaires 

criminelles". In 1799, six (6) plainclothes police officers were 

assigned to the Prussian Kammergericht (higher court of the city of 
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Berlin for criminal and civil cases) to investigate particularly 
serious crimes. A few years later, the service became an 

independent branch of the police service, and officers serving in the 

judicial police were given the rank of Kriminalkommissar as 
investigators, distinct from the uniformed police called 

Schutzpolizei. Today, in Germany, the Federal Criminal Police 

Service (Bundeskriminalamt ï BKA). Finally, the abuses and 
atrocities of the fascist regime in Italy during the monarchical 

period, led the Italian Constituent Assembly to constitutionally and 

legislatively enshrine the Judicial Police Service. In conclusion, the 
historical dimensions of the judicial police and its comparative 

examination will help the research of the science of criminology. 

014.  Wrongful convictions in Europe 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Courts and Sentencing 

and Penal Decision Making 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 5 

The number of confirmed miscarriages of justice has increased significantly 

over the past decades (Garrett, 2020; Huff & Killias, 2008; Leo, 2005). In 
many countries, law-firms and non-profit organizations have emerged to 

support the wrongfully convicted to appeal their conviction. However, in 

most European countries it is still unclear how many people are wrongfully 
convicted and what leads to the wrongful convictions, since no official 

registry exists to provide information on successful appeals. Hence, it is 

unknown how frequently and for what reasons wrongful convictions occur in 
European countries, nor what the individual and societal impacts are. It is 

essential to gain insight in miscarriages of justice on a large scale to estimate 

its magnitude and to successfully counteract contributing causes. 

Chair: 

Linda Marjoleine Geven, Leiden University 

Participants: 

The European Registry of Exonerations (EUREX) Linda 

Marjoleine Geven, Leiden University; Jenny Schell-Leugers, 

University College Maastricht; Teresa Schneider, Philipps 

University Marburg 

The goal of the European Registry of Exonerations (EUREX) is to 

collect data on European cases of miscarriages of justice and 

establish an online registry to inform academics, lawyers, police 
practitioners, students and policy makers on the number, causes, 

and consequences of wrongful convictions in Europe. The registry 

will provide detailed information about exonerations in the 
European context and this will be aggregated to statistics and 

reports on demographics of exonerees and case factors in scientific 

publications and visual infographics. Using an archival approach, 
jurisprudence investigation and actively contacting local innocence 

projects in European countries, convictions that were officially 

overturned by courts and prosecutor will be included. However, it is 

recognized that these miscarriages of justice may not represent all 

innocent defendants in Europe. For example, not included are those 

who are wrongfully convicted but have not successfully obtained 
exoneration (Gross & Shaffer, 2012). By finding common themes 

in wrongful convictions in an empirical manner, the EUREX 

dataset may aid such individuals in future appeals. In this project, 
legal and non-legal factors that are associated with miscarriages of 

justice will be examined. All individual cases will be coded for 

various factors, including ï but not limited to ï sample 
demographics and case characteristics. In this talk, preliminary 

findings of the EUREX dataset will be presented. 

Reasonable Doubt Project Netherlands Stephanie Blom, 

University College Maastricht 

Project Gerede Twijfel (the óReasonable Doubt Projectô) was 

established with the aim of investigating alleged miscarriages of 

justice. At the request of a convicted person, their lawyer or another 

person involved, a case that could be a miscarriage of justice is 

investigated by a group of motivated students from interdisciplinary 

backgrounds, and under the direction and supervision of (senior) 

staff at the Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam. Afterwards, their 
research and findings are published in the form of a booklet. During 

the symposium, we wish to focus on the Projectôs most recent 

publication. One morning in January 2013 a man was found dead in 
a park in Weert, a middle-sized city in the south of the Netherlands. 

Since the victim was a well-known user in the local drug scene, the 

police investigation focused on the other members of the network 
from the start. As it turns out, the convict was the last person to be 

seen with the victim before his death. Even after the police 

interrogated the convict multiple times, during which they 
presented him with all the presumed evidence against him in a Prezi 

presentation, the convict consistently persisted in his innocence. 

However, after a year passed, the convict voluntarily reported 
himself to the police and then gave them a full confession to the 

killing of the victim. Despite the fact that the confession was 

riddled with inconsistencies regarding both the other evidence in 
the case and the convictôs own statements, it was used as the crucial 

piece of evidence to support the conviction in both first instance 

and in appeal. In addition, a few other remarkable pieces of 
evidence were used. During the symposium, the Projectôs key 

findings will be presented from a legal and legal psychological 

perspective. 

Unraveling Risk Factors for Wrongful Convictions in the Absence 

of Official Belgian Miscarriages of Justice: Legal 

Psychological and Comparative Reflections Robert 

Horselenberg, Maastricht University; Lore Mergaerts, KU 

Leuven 

The information gathered during an investigation from victims, 
witnesses and suspects serves as a crucial basis for judicial decision 

making in criminal matters. On the one hand, an accurate and 

reliable information gathering from victims, witnesses and suspects 
is vital to prevent wrongful convictions and other miscarriages of 

justice. On the other hand, the quality of such evidence gathering is 

crucial in the perspective of the principle of mutual recognition of 
judgements and judicial decisions, which is the cornerstone of the 

judicial cooperation in criminal matters within the EU. Besides 

procedural rules and safeguards, there exists a large body of legal 
psychological research that provides insight into the quality of such 

evidence gathering. When applied in practice, such knowledge 
would allow to significantly reduce miscarriages of justice. In 

Belgium, however, this legal psychological knowledge seems to be 

hardly implemented in practice or used to (re)form criminal 
proceedings. Moreover, there are surprisingly no official 

miscarriages of justice, although everyone realizes it is unlikely that 

none ever occurred while they normally take place in other 
jurisdictions. This raises the question whether the Belgian criminal 

justice system is to some extent óimmuneô to miscarriages of justice 

ï and in particular wrongful convictions. Against this background, 
this presentation will reflect on current practices for obtaining 

information from suspects in Belgian criminal proceedings, on the 

one hand using best practices and pitfalls emerging from academic 
research and on the other hand using a comparative perspective, 

analysing the Belgian practices in light of past and current practices 

in the Netherlands, where several prominent wrongful convictions 
have come to light in the past couple of years. 

Preventing wrongful convictions: Hurdles to overcome Enide 

Maegherman, University College Maastricht 

Wrongful convictions such as the ones discussed in this symposium 
have shocked several countries which had placed faith in their legal 

system to protect society. When a wrongful conviction comes to 

light, a cause is looked for. This is often found in a problematic 
piece of evidence, such as a false confession or a mistaken 

identification. A lot research has tried to find ways in which 

evidence can best be obtained in order to reduce the risk of 
wrongful convictions. Of course, it can also be argued that the final 

decision by the judges who convicted the innocent suspect is where 

the issue lies, and thus, where solutions are needed. Although some 
research has focused on the decision-making by judges, there are 
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few potential solutions that have received sufficient empirical 
support. In this presentation, insight will be given into some of the 

ways in which research has tried to find ways to improve legal 

decision-making, as well as some of the struggles that have been 
faced. There are several challenges which make it difficult to study 

legal decision-making in an ecologically valid way, and other 

challenges that prevent implementations of findings. These include 
ethical and time constraints. Despite these difficulties, there are 

several potential ways in which decision-making by judges can be 

improved in order to reduce the chance of a wrongful conviction. 
The research on these is currently lacking, and therefore, several 

lines for future research can be thought of. Some of the potential 

future research avenues will also be discussed in this presentation. 
Overall, the question to be answered remains how research can best 

contribute to preventing wrongful convictions. 

015.  Immigration, crime & citizenship, Panel 5, Criminalization 

and lack of protection of migrant children and youth 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Crime Control and the 

Immigration System 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 6 

Chair: 

Margr®t Valdimarsd·ttir, University of Iceland 

Participants: 

Former foster youths in Andalusian prisons: an approach to self-

reported delinquency and involvement with the juvenile justice 

system Angie Steffania Rojas Var·n, University of Malaga 

The general aim of the research project JEPRAN: "Former foster 

youths in Andalusian prisons" is to identify and understand the 
situation of young foreigners who have been under the child 

protection system and are currently in prison. Based on the 

hypothesis that this is an over-represented group, the approach is 
carried out through a validated questionnaire distributed to four 

profiles of young people: foreigners former foster minors, 

foreigners who arrived in Spain with their families as minors, 
nationals former foster minors and nationals. The questionnaire 

allows to explore the life course of these profiles and their 

relationship with criminal and child protection institutions. It 
specifically asks for self-reported delinquency both before and after 

adulthood and identifies cases where youths have been processed 

through the juvenile justice system for an offence committed 
between the ages of 14 and less than 18 resulting in a sentencing 

measure. Among the main results we find that most of young 

people have committed a crime during childhood and adolescence. 
In all profiles, crime typologies before and after adulthood remain a 

similar dynamic, with some upturns or decreases. Nationals former 

foster minors are those most frequently sentenced by the juvenile 

judges. Although the most common judicial measure in almost all 

the profiles is custody, nationals and foreigners former foster 

minors are the groups with the highest percentages. This research 
highlights the confluence between the fields of law related to 

foreigners, child protection and criminal law. In particular, 

addressing self-reported delinquency and the involvement with the 
juvenile justice system of young migrants and nationals in prison, 

allows to identify risk situations and vulnerabilities that should be 

considered in the design of preventive strategies based on the 
incidence and prevalence of their delinquency. 

Improving survivor-informed support for separated children and 

young people in Scotland who have been trafficked Scot 

Hunter, University of Stirling; Maggie Grant, University of 

Stirling; Maria Fotopoulou, University of Stirling; Margaret 

Malloch, University of Stirling; Paul Rigby, University of 

Stirling 

The aim of this research was to gain a deeper understanding of 

sustainable support over an extended period of time for separated 

children and young people in Scotland who have experienced child 
trafficking. To achieve this aim, we conducted interviews with 19 

young people who had been subjected to trafficking, as well as a 

variety of professionals in the roles of guardians, lawyers, and 
social workers who provide support to young people. Additionally, 

we analysed 11 yearsô worth of administrative service user data 

provided by the Scottish Guardianship Service, which allowed us to 
identify the trajectory of needs and support received by all children 

recognised as trafficking victims over this substantial period.   

While our analysis highlighted a range of positive outcomes from a 
system/policy perspective, such as health, education, and 

employment, the primary consideration for recovery from children 

and young peopleôs perspective was asylum status and safety. The 
study highlights a challenge for all support services when 

immigration decision making is delayed, with implications for 

policymaking and welfare delivery especially so within the current 
context of the óhostileô environment and crimmigration. Overall, 

this paper contributes to the empirical literature on survivor-

informed support and challenges practitioners, policymakers and 
academics to address the impact of migration policies on the 

recovery journey for children and young people. 

JEPRAN: making visible the former foster youth sheltered in the 

prisons of Andalusia. Elena Casado Patricio, Universidad de 

Ma§laga 

The objective of the JEPRAN project (Former Foster Youths in 

Andalusian Prisons, 2021 -2023) is to visualize the challenge faced 

by Andalusian society in the inclusion of young ex-residents, both 
national and foreign, and to identify the social and legal issues they 

face. in their migratory journey and transition to adulthood. On the 

one hand, Spain has been the territory of arrival of unaccompanied 
foreign minors since the 1990s. A growing concern, given that the 

number of minors arriving from Morocco continues to grow, is their 

protection and social inclusion, especially from the age of 18. This 

country also protects national minors who, due to different 

circumstances, are in a situation of helplessness. Once the age of 

majority is reached, resources for support and protection are scarce. 
At the Andalusian level, the JEPRAN project will seek to identify 

how many of the young people in prison are foreigners and 

nationals who have been received by child protection services. Our 
hypothesis is that this group is overrepresented. For this reason, this 

presentation will present the different profiles of young people 

between the ages of 18 and 30 who are in Andalusian prisons, 
emphasizing young foreigners who have been in protection services 

of child. 

Selective social control of immigrant youth in the Nordic 

countries Margr®t Valdimarsd·ttir, University of Iceland; 

Markus Kaakinen, University of Helsinki 

There is a long-standing research tradition, particularly in the US, 
that highlights the prevalence of selective policing (i.e., racial 

profiling) and its negative consequences. While research on 
targeted policing in the Nordic countries is limited, emerging 

research aligns with those from other nations. The Nordic countries 

do, indeed, provide an interesting context for studying selective 
policing. Traditionally, these countries have had relatively 

homogeneous populations and a consensus on values such as 

equality, with strong state-supported social safety nets. 
Additionally, the Nordic states have generally been welcoming 

towards migrants, and discourse on policing has focused on 

multiculturalism, tolerance, and equal rights. However, the Nordic 
countries have also experienced a rise in right-wing populism that 

emphasizes cultural homogeneity, raises concerns about declined 

social cohesion, and portrays immigrants and racial minorities as 
security threats. In line with racial/minority threat theory (e.g., 

Blalock, 1967) the recent influx of migration to the Nordic 

countries may be fueling fears that inadequately integrated migrant 
groups pose safety risks, which in turn causes increased formal and 

informal control mechanisms. The aim of the current research is to 

test hypotheses that the police are more likely to intervene in the 
criminal behavior of immigrants than other youths. The research 
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uses the most recent wave of the International Self-report 
Delinquency study (ISRD4) conducted in five Nordic countries in 

2022-2023 (i.e., Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden). 

While the Nordic countries share many similarities, there are also 
differences that have implications for the current study. For 

example, Sweden has historically had, by far, the highest proportion 

of immigrants and refugees, but Iceland has had the largest relative 
growth in migration in recent years. The results will be discussed in 

relevance to threat theory. 

016.  Youth and Violence: Framing, Vulnerabilities and Resilience 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Juvenile Crime 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 7 

Chair: 

Alyssa Knisley, University of Cambridge 

Participants: 

A qualitative analysis of the emergence of weapon carrying 

behaviours in context among English schoolchildren Alyssa 

Knisley, University of Cambridge 

There have been calls to reframe the debates on young peopleôs 
participation in weapon-facilitated offences across the United 

Kingdom. Youth violence is often examined through lenses of 

group offending, and through narratives of fear and protection. 
There is a need for research which considers youth weapon carrying 

holistically in the circumstances of young peopleôs lives. Research 

involving children and young people directly is critical to 
understanding young peopleôs experiences and perceptions of the 

pathways to carrying a weapon. In this paper, I explore the 

emergence of weapon carrying behaviours among school-aged 
children across England. Semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with 51 young people, between the ages of 12 and 16 

years old, who were temporarily or permanently excluded from 
mainstream education. The findings situate young peopleôs weapon 

carrying in context, with a focus on the ways in which violent 

victimisation, peer groups, and expectations about masculinity 
influence young peopleôs decision to carry weapons. The results are 

then discussed in relation to the importance of developing 
intervention and prevention programming which consider the wider 

contexts in which weapon carrying behaviours take place. 

Crime Influencers in Social Media Platforms: The 

Commodification of Violence in Italian Trap Culture Cosimo 

Sidoti, PhD candidate at Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

and Transcrime, Milan, Italy; Marco Dugato, Universit¨ 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore and Transcrime; Alberto Aziani, 

Transcrime / Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Milan) 

This paper investigates the relationship between youth cultures, 

social media platforms, and the commodification of crime. The 

analysis focuses on trap music culture in Italy and explores the 
various factors and dynamics leading to the creation and 

dissemination of violent content online. The study examines the 

involvement of both perpetrators and victims in this process and 
provides insight into how cultural creators can attain fame, 

notoriety, and financial success through social media platforms. 

Additionally, it explores the strategic marketing tactics employed 
by trappers to increase audience engagement and evaluates the 

impact on their careers. The study uses a case study involving the 

kidnapping of Baby Touch¯ by Simba La Rue, which was filmed 
and shared on Instagram. By conducting a time-series analysis, it 

estimates the causal effects of criminal behaviour on a trapper's 

success in terms of daily observations of followers and views on 
different social media platforms. 

Resilience and protective factors for youth internment in an 

educative center in Romania Roxana Ungureanu, West 

University of Timisoara; Mihaela Alida Tomita, West 

University of Timisoara 

Based on the criminological and resilience theories, some general 
characteristics related not only to the individual, child or youth, and 

the family but also to the community emerge. What makes 

individuals evolve differently when confronted with unfavorable 
situations and/or traumas? Why do some children and youth engage 

in delinquency as a result of these at-risk situations and others 

abstain? In this paper, we wish to draw attention to the concepts of 
resilience and protective factors for youth delinquents and the 

environment where they return. These areas of research were 

developed on the premise that some youths manage to ñsurviveò 
and adapt when exposed to adversity, whereas others develop 

adjustment problems or psychopathologies. The transition of young 

people from the period of incarceration to life in the community 
involves significant challenges both for young offenders and for the 

social environment to which they return. What differentiates 

resilient from non-resilient youths? To answer this question, we 
shift the focus from risk to protective factors, since the latter 

promote the process of resilience. We also discuss the relevance of 

these constructs, resilience and protective factors, in the 
development of criminal and antisocial behavior. To assess the 

resilience, we used the Children and Youth Resilient Measure 

(CYRM) for youth, male, internment in educative Centre in 
Western of Romania.   We conclude that when dealing with 

delinquent youths, professionals should strive to look for their 

strengths and resources, in other words, on potentialities versus 
vulnerabilities.  These will enable them to resume a satisfactory 

social development and allow them to rechanneling these strengths 
to more prosocial outcomes. 

017.  Ghost Criminology: Explorations of spatial and temporal 

disjointedness 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Critical 

Criminology 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 8 

New critical, criminological research, focusing on the temporal dis-ease in 

relation to crime, has begun to explore the lingering impact of violence and 
criminality in contemporary society. This includes spaces, places and texts, 

both physical as well as mediated, where violence and criminality have 

occurred and forever changed them; óhauntingô them. The use of the spectral 
and ghostly as conceptual metaphors and theoretical motifs has been part of a 

óspectral turnô of the field of criminology, allowing for a renewed focus on 

how the past lingers in the present, and makes demands on our future. Ghost 
Criminology is also concerned with exploring the lingering impact of 

violence and oppression, as well as examining the effects, vitalisation and 

disowning of state violence. This panel will explore different aspects of ghost 
criminology, including the haunting and cultural effects of spatial and 

temporal disjointedness. This includes papers exploring courthouses as weird, 

disjointed spaces, the haunting effects of a terrain vague in relation to urban 

space, the spectropolitics of punitive populism in the Swedish electoral 

campaign of 2022, and the ghosts relating to climate catastrophe, relating 
ghost criminology to temporality and environmental harms. 

Chair: 

Sara Skott, Mid Sweden University 

Participants: 

Frankensteinian buildings: A courthouse ethnography of weird 

space Tea Fredriksson, Stockholm University 

Drawing on an ethnographical study of courthouses and plaintiffsô 
victimhood performances in court, this paper discusses the 

courthouse as a weird, disjointed space. The courthouse is a space 

apart from the ordinary spaces that surround it, and it is governed 
by specific both spoken and unspoken rules. However, courthouses 

can differ immensely between one another, while still maintaining 

certain, weird, core traits. This paper focuses on contrasts and 
coextensions within and between two Swedish courthouses: 

Stockholm and Sºdertºrn. Using photographs taken during 

ethnographic explorations of the hallways, waiting rooms, and other 
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open spaces in and around these buildings, the paper analyzes how 
these courthouses create liminal mergers. They blend their inside 

with different aspects of the outside world. This happens 

architecturally as well as through the interactions that take place 
there. For example, these spaces bring the outdoors in, and they 

combine bits and pieces other, elsewhere spaces such as train 

stations, airports, hospitals, and churches. The result is a disjointed 
atmosphere, where plaintiffs need to navigate both socially and 

physically labyrinthine buildings filled with things like distorted, 

hushed sounds and punitive art in often confining hallways. The 
paper discusses how the atmosphere of these spaces resonates with 

the sociopolitical idea(l)s that courthouses embody and enforce. 

The Spectropolitics of the Swedish Peopleôs Home: Tracing the 

óno longerô and the ónot yetô in the Swedish 2022 election 

campaign Sara Skott, Mid Sweden University; Sara Nyhl®n, 

Mid Sweden University; Katarina Giritli-Nygren, Mid Sweden 

University 

Using a hauntological framework, the aim of this study is to trace 

the óno longerô and the ónot yetô in the uprising of punitive 
populism in the Swedish electoral campaign of 2022. Our analysis 

is based on speeches made by party leaders from the three largest 

parties in Sweden and their election manifestos. Using a 
hauntological framework in our reading of the electoral campaign 

serves to make visible how the spectropolitics of the óSwedish 

Peopleôs Homeô (Sv. Folkhemmet), with its inherent contradictions, 
is haunting our past as well as our future. Resting on a critical 

analytical tradition, we argue that election campaigns are important 

to analyse due to their potential power to shape wider public 
understanding. Through the Spectre of Safety and the 

spectralisation of individuals engaged in ógang criminalityô, the 

Swedish Peopleôs Home takes on a spectralising power in politics, 
covering the whole political spectrum, both left and right, that 

produces a punitive populism calling for the persecution and 

óexorcismô of certain racialised groups. The shadowy downsides of 
the dream of welfare is haunting Sweden; its hidden violence 

emerges in the politics of punitive populism. 

Ghosts of climate catastrophe: using ghost criminology to think 

differently about temporality and environmental harms 

Michael Fiddler, University of Greenwich 

In 2022, the Asian subcontinent endured a heat wave of 

unprecedented severity. The subsequent drought was then followed 

by an unusually heavy monsoon and the melting of glaciers. The 
resulting flooding caused the deaths of 1739 people and 1.1 million 

farm animals, as well as mass displacement. This followed a 

similarly devastating set of floods in 2020. There are many such 
examples of climate weirding: óout of the ordinaryô weather events 

leading to cascading and catastrophic outcomes. Their effects are 

similarly temporally óweirdô. This paper synthesizes notions of 
hauntology and queer temporalities to propose different ways of 

conceptualising ecological harms experienced where time is óout of 

jointô or óoff its hingesô. The ghosts of the Anthropocene haunt a 
future yet to come. Theirs is the double death of fatalities in the 

present preceding future death. A óghost criminologyô framework 

that takes us outside of a sense of linear, causal time might be a 
means to think the future anew, as well as reconfiguring notions of 

debt and inheritance in order to achieve justice for those subject to 

the harms of climate weirding within the Anthropocene. 

Techno-Exorcising Ghost Criminology: Thinking 

Criminologically about The Commons Paul McGuinness, 

University of Sussex 

This paper aims to define neo-feudalism, articulate its 

criminological relevance, and suggest a research program orientated 
towards The Commons as a means for our discipline to resist the 

hauntological harms emerging from neoliberal modernizationôs 

paradoxical re-creation of pre-modern social forms and power 
structures. I position this intervention as a response to Ghost 

Criminologyôs (2022) call for ñan ethical response to the 

passed/past while also making demands for praxis for the futureò. It 

is argued that the spectral turn in criminology can, in part, be 
explained more generally by a nascent neofeudalism- itôs social and 

ontological effects presenting challenges for criminal justice and 

criminology, respectively. As Jodi Dean (2022) describes, ñif 
feudalism was characterized by relations of personal dependence, 

then neo-feudalism is characterized by abstract, algorithmic 

dependence on the platforms that mediate our livesò. Neo-feudalism 
produces new social-property relations, new intermediaries, and 

new laws of motion that redirects capitalist extraction through 

platformization of life worlds. With Criminal Justice functions 
increasingly in thrall to Silicon Valleyôs capitalist sorcery, 

repackaging hyper-exploitation as sharing and safety, any serious 

critical criminology must pull down the new enclosures that 
promise security but, in actuality, mark our impending cyber-

serfery. My analysis of this problem looks to historical examples of 

workerôs councils, medical ethics networks, and grass-roots 
community organising, that have fundamentally altered the 

relationship between the design, implementation, and oversight 

over various technologies, and those they affect most. A 
Criminology trained on The Commons similarly argues that 

Criminal Justice technologies and their institutions, too, should 

become more responsive to protest and innovation from below. 

018.  Crime prevention, communities and social control 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Crime prevention 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 9 

Chair: 

Rita Elisabeth Haverkamp, University of T¿bingen 

Participants: 

Broken Windows and Community Social Control: Evidence from 

a Study of Street Segments David Weisburd, George Mason 

University and Hebrew University of Jerusalem; Clair White, 

University of Wyoming; Joshua Hinkle, Georgia State 

University; Kiseong Kuen, George Mason University 

Broken windows theory identifies community social control as a 
central mechanism for controlling crime. In turn, controlling 

disorder is seen as the primary method that police or other 

government agents can use to strengthen community social 
controls. Our study examined the antecedents of informal 

community social control, measured as collective efficacy, at street 

segments.  We used multi-wave primary data collection at 447 
street segments in Baltimore, MD including official crime statistics, 

survey responses, physical observations, and systematic social 

observations. We used mixed-effects OLS regression models to 
examine antecedents of collective efficacy at the street-level. We 

find that social disorder and crime, rather than physical disorder, 

are the primary antecedents of collective efficacy at the street level. 

We also find that fear of crime does not have a direct impact on 

collective efficacy. Our study suggests that police and city 

government more generally should not look to controlling physical 
disorder as a means of increasing community controls. At the same 

time addressing social disorder is an important mechanism to 

bolster collective efficacy, though care is needed to avoid bias or 
backfire effects from aggressive order maintenance policing. 

Conflicts in ethnic diverse neighborhoods Rita Elisabeth 

Haverkamp, University of T¿bingen 

Neighborhoods offer a lot of potential for conflict: depending on 
the social framework conditions (e.g., Covid 19 pandemic), the 

living conditions, the relationship to the neighbors and one's own 

sensitivities. In this context, the question arises of how people in 
ethnically diverse neighborhoods get along with each other and how 

they deal with conflicts. The qualitative research took place in eight 
ethnically diverse neighborhoods in four major German cities. From 

the analysis of interviews with residents and experts as well as 

(participant) observations, different conflict configurations emerge. 
These conflict configurations and their dynamics, which are 
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promoted by social and structural change in the neighborhoods, are 
presented. 

Impact evaluation of a crime preventative approach in a 

disadvantaged neighborhood ï a mixed methods design Jennie 

Di Rocco, Malmº University 

In the present paper we evaluate a community-based crime 

preventative approach implemented in a disadvantaged 
neighborhood in Sweden. The aim is to investigate changes in 

neighborhood fear of crime from implementation to a 7 year follow 

up. The crime preventative approach is based on the model of 
Business Improvement District and we evaluate the work of a 

private property owner organization collaborating with the local 
police and municipality to combat crime and unsafety in the 

neighborhood. We use a convergent parallel design where the 

quantitative component consists of community surveys with a pre-
post design with control areas of varying levels of concentrated 

disadvantage. The qualitative component consists of pre-post 

intervention interviews from key informants with knowledge of the 
community. Findings will be discussed in relation to theories of 

neighborhood processes and evidence-based crime prevention. Key 

words: impact evaluation, BID, fear of crime, disadvantaged 
neighborhoods, mixed methods 

The Role of Civil Society in Everyday Security (BORDEX) 

Amanda Kramer, Queen's University Belfast; Allely Albert, TU 

Dublin; Matt Bowden, TU Dublin 

óEveryday securityô plays a key role in making people feel safe and 

secure within the communities they live and work, and has long 
been considered a pillar of building healthy societies. In the Irish 

context, providing ósecurityô has been even more crucial as building 

and maintaining security has been a central focus of the transition 
from conflict and implementation of the peace process in Northern 

Ireland. While a significant literature has developed around the role 

of state institutions (such as the police, military, etc) in building and 
maintaining security in this context, there has been less focus on the 

critical, everyday role of civil society in contributing to peace, 

safety and security. Further, the more recent political instability 
resulting from Brexit serves to reinforce the importance of 

understanding how local community initiatives contribute to the 

production of everyday security. This paper will therefore present a 
brief outline of an ongoing research project investigating these 

issues, óThe Role of Civil Society in Everyday Securityô 

(BORDEX), as well as some of the key findings from the fieldwork 
completed to date. It aims to articulate new knowledge on the 

governance of (in)security on the island of Ireland ï specifically 

focusing on the óinformalô ways in which civil society and local 
communities produce óeveryday securityô. 

019.  Analysing and responding to illicit drug markets 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Drugs and Crime 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor - Fuligno 11 

This panel brings together five insightful papers that explore illicit drug 

markets and potential response strategies. Featuring academic contributions 
from three continents and six countries, the panel investigates emerging 

trends and innovative approaches to addressing illegal drug markets. Peter 

Reuter from the University of Maryland will serve as the discussant. 
Macdonald and colleagues present an analysis of heroin trafficking revenue 

trends in Vancouver, British Columbia, amid the fentanyl-induced public 

health crisis (2016-18). Giommoni highlights the underexplored yet crucial 
topic of precursor regulation and its potential to disrupt illicit drug markets. 

Kim Moeller et al. assess the impact of an intervention in Amsterdam's red-

light district aimed at displacing dealers from specific areas. David Bright and 
his team offer fresh insights into the risk and price model using game theory, 

shedding new light on the dynamics of illegal drug markets. Finally, Manzi 

and Calderoni examine the resilience of drug trafficking organizations in the 

face of various law enforcement interventions. 

Chair: 

Peter Reuter, University of Maryland 

Participants: 

Does Regulation of Drug Precursors Affect Illicit Drug Markets? 

An Analysis of Cunningham and Colleagues' Research Luca 

Giommoni, Cardiff University 

In a series of eleven studies led by James K. Cunningham, a team of 

scholars delved into the influence of precursor regulations on illegal 
drug markets. The findings bring a ray of hope: enforcing precursor 

regulations can significantly curb drug availability and associated 

issues. These outcomes are primarily relevant to 
methamphetamines but also extend to heroin and cocaine. They 

hold true over several years and across numerous jurisdictions, with 

validation through various indicators such as purity, price, 
hospitalization, and treatment demand. Surprisingly, this crucial 

research has received limited attention from drug policy analysts. 

This article aims to spotlight Cunningham and his team's work by 

providing an in-depth analysis of all eleven studies. I will not only 

explore the strengths, limitations, and discrepancies of these 

investigations but also chart a path forward for this underexplored 
yet highly pertinent area of research. 

ñItôs illegal to buy drugs from the street dealersò A Video-Based 

Study of a Behavioral Intervention to Reduce Dealers in 

Amsterdam Peter Ejbye-Ernst, NCSR; Kim Moeller, Aalborg 

University; Lasse Liebst, Copenhagen University; Jo Thomas, 

NCSR; Melissa Sexton, NCSR; Marie Rosenkrantz Lindegaard, 

NSCR and University of Amsterdam 

A high number of street dealers operate in the open-air drug market 
in the Red Light District in Amsterdam, The Netherlands selling 

cocaine and ecstasy to visitors. This is a nuisance to shop owners 

and inhabitants in the area. To mitigate this problem, the 
Municipality of Amsterdam installed three text-based light 

projections on the pavement and walls of a specific street known for 

attracting high numbers of dealers. The text discouraged visitors 
from buying drugs from street dealers. The aim of the intervention 

was to displace dealers from the specific street to surrounding areas. 

In order to investigate the influence of this intervention, we 
collected and analyzed video footage from two CCTV cameras 

located in the street. We analyzed a total of 765 one-minute 

segments of video footage from before and after the intervention 
was implemented. The analysis of the video footage showed that 

there were statistically significantly fewer street dealers observed in 

the street after the intervention was implemented. This difference 
amounted to an approximately 25 percent reduction of observed 

street dealers, when we controlled for time of day, day of the week, 

and the crowding of the area. These results indicate that the light-
based interventions successfully discouraged street dealers from 

operating in the street. This influence of the intervention might be 

connected to the nature of the Open-Air Drug market in the Red 
Light District, which is almost exclusively catering to tourists and 

where dealers are constantly moving around rather than standing 
still. The generalizability of the current study to other open-air drug 

markets therefore remains uncertain. 

A Game of Risks and Prices: How game theory can illuminate the 

dynamics of illicit drug markets David Bright, Deakin 

University; James Martin, Deakin University; Ching-Jen Sun, 

Deakin University 

One of the most influential theories for understanding the impact of 

law enforcement on drug prices and availability is the risks and 
prices framework (Reuter and Kleiman, 1986). A limitation of the 

framework is that it does not take into consideration strategic 

interactions among market participants such as competition 
between rival drug traffickers. We argue that an alternative 

approach is to establish a game-theoretical model to capture market 

dynamics among the primary market participants (drug traffickers 
and law enforcement). The present study employs concepts drawn 

from game theory to examine the interplay of law enforcement 

strategy and intensity, and the subsequent adaptations of drug 
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suppliers, to reveal the drivers behind changes in the supply of 
illicit drugs over time. In the proposed model, various law 

enforcement strategies can be simulated, resulting in various 

alternate strategic ñmovesò by suppliers. In this paper, we present 
some initial findings and provide an overview of avenues for 

further research. 

The Impact of Efficiency/Security Trade-Off on Drug Trafficking 

Networks' Resilience to Arrests: A Simulation Approach 

Deborah Manzi, Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore ï 

Transcrime; Francesco Calderoni, Transcrime / Universit¨ 

Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Milan) 

Previous research on criminal network disruption has overlooked 

how criminal groups adapt to law enforcement interventions. This 
paper investigates the impact of such interventions on drug 

trafficking organizations (DTOs) under realistic conditions where 

multiple members are arrested at once, and the group responds with 

varying strategies. We use an empirically informed agent-based 

model to simulate drug trafficking activities of a large criminal 

organization, based on data from a law enforcement operation 
against an Italian drug trafficking organization and existing 

literature. Our study examines how different law enforcement 

interventions affect the resistance and resilience of DTOs that adopt 
various efficiency/security trade-off strategies. Our results reveal 

that efficient DTOs are more resilient against single disruption 

attempts, whereas secure DTOs are more resistant in more realistic 
scenarios where the group's organization affects the frequency and 

impact of disruption. Our findings highlight the significant impact 

of the efficiency/security trade-off on DTOs' ability to survive law 
enforcement interventions. Although efficient DTOs are highly 

resilient, they cannot withstand continuous targeting, while secure 

DTOs are weak in responding to interventions but can persist by 
avoiding targeting for long periods. These insights can inform the 

development of more effective strategies for disrupting criminal 

networks. 

020.  Advances in quantitative methods 2 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Quantitative 

Methods 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor - Fuligno 2 

Chair: 

Arjan Blokland, NSCR 

Participants: 

Do parents and teachers agree? A cross-informant agreement 

study on childrenôs pro-social and rule-breaking behaviors 

Gilda Santos, Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Crime 

Justice and Security (CJS) - School of Criminology, Faculty of 

Law of the University of Porto; Margarida Santos, CEJEA, 

Lus²ada University, Porto; Teresa Figueira, University of 

Porto, Faculty of Law; Carla Sofia Cardoso, Interdisciplinary 

Research Centre on Crime Justice and Security (CJS) - School 

of Criminology, Faculty of Law of the University of Porto 

There has been great interest in understanding the development of 

childrenôs behaviors, particularly those of a pro-social or antisocial 
nature. It is usually accepted that in order to have a comprehensive 

image of childrenôs behavior, it is important to understand how they 

act in different environments, particularly those which are most 
relevant during childhood ï home, and school. To assess these 

behaviors, the use of checklists addressing multiple informants is 

common and considered a best practice. Usually, parents are 
perceived as the main source of information, however, teachers are 

also considered privileged informants. Nevertheless, discrepancies 
usually arise between informantsô ratings, even when they complete 

parallel or similar measures, which reinforces the importance of 

exploring what might be behind such differences. Thus, based on a 
sample of elementary-school children (n = 202), aged between 6 

and 11 years, this study sought to analyze the parent-teacher 
agreement on ratings of childrenôs rule-breaking and pro-social 

behaviors. Furthermore, it aimed to explore the influence of 

childrenôs gender as well as the symptom expression of each 
behavior on the levels of agreement. Results revealed that parent 

and teacher reports were positively correlated and low to moderate 

cross-informant agreement was observed for the total sample. 
Similar results were found when controlling for gender, the only 

exception being for pro-social behavior reports on girls, regarding 

which no correlation was found. Results also demonstrated the 
existence of significant differences between parent and teacher 

ratings on all dimensions assessed for the total sample, but not 

when controlling for the childôs gender, since no significant 
differences between ratings were found regarding rule-breaking 

behaviors. It was also found that parent-teacher agreement was 

higher for children presenting lower levels of rule-breaking 
behaviors and higher levels of pro-social behavior. This paper seeks 

to discuss these results in light of previous studies on cross-

informant agreement. 

Measuring Culture among Incarcerated Women Jacob Young, 

Arizona State University 

A large body of research documents relational violence as common 

among incarcerated women. However, this body of scholarship 
largely fails to explain this phenomenon, providing incomplete 

and/or empirically inaccurate representations of why relational 
violence is so prevalent. In this presentation, I suggest that the 

question should not be why relational violence occurs, but why 

prison administrators and incarcerated women are unable to prevent 
it?  Using cultural consensus analysis, I show that women 

experience a setting in which there is widespread concern about the 

ability to control information that is shared with others. 
Implications for the effectiveness of programming in such a climate 

are discussed. 

On the robustness of key player assessment in co-offending 

networks based on police registry data Arjan Blokland, NSCR; 

Ida Adamse, NSCR 

When offenders work together in teams of varying composition, 
over time elaborate co-offending networks can arise. Both 

criminologists and law enforcement agencies use these networks to 

pinpoint the key players in the network, typically by using measures 
of centrality. These key players are than ascribed importance in the 

network or are prioritized for law enforcement intervention. 

Information on co-offending however is usually derived from 
police registries, which raises questions on the level register data 

are representative of actual offending behavior. Due to the covert 

nature of criminal collaboration, register data are likely to 
underrepresent actual co-offending ties. However, register data may 

also overrepresent co-offending ties when in actuality one or more 

suspected offenders is not involved in a particular crime. While 
criminologists are well aware of these potential biases in police 

data, their potential impact on centrality measures derived from 

these networks is often ignored. Using police data on 40 individuals 
suspected of involvement in serious (drug)crime by local police, 

and their registered co-offenders, we estimate the robustness of key 

player assessment under different levels and processes of potential 
bias. 

The effects of BWCs on Violence against Police in the US Erik 

Alda, Marymount University 

This study examines the causal effects of Body Worn Cameras 
(BWCs) on violence against police officers in the US. The large 

body of scholarly literature on the impacts of BWCs shows the 

effectiveness of this technology on key outcomes like civilian 
complaints, police use of force, or police accountability. However, 

causal estimates of the effects of BWCs on outcomes like violence 
against police officers are limited. Using a balanced panel dataset of 

local police agencies, this study exploits the variation in the 

adoption of BWCs and applies a staggered difference in differences 
model to estimate the causal effects of this technology on various 
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forms of violence against police officers. The models show mixed 
results. First, more violent crimes against police where the officer 

died or there was serious injury experienced a decline after BWCs 

were adopted by agencies. In contrast, other forms of violence like 
ambushes or assaults with no injury increased. Second, agencies 

that adopted the technology early on experienced larger declines 

compared to agencies that adopted it at a later time. Overall, the 
findings contribute to the large and growing literature on the 

impacts of BWCs by providing insights into the efficacy of this 

technology in reducing violence against police officers. 

021.  Theoretical and Epistemological debates in Criminology (I): 

New Directions 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Theoretical 

and Epistemological debates in Criminology 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

3 

Chair: 

Johann Koehler, London School of Economics and Political 

Science 

Participants: 

Contours of Criminological Thought Johann Koehler, London 

School of Economics and Political Science; Brooks Ambrose, 

University of California, Berkeley 

Criminological scholarship is among the key drivers of penal 

discourse and criminal justice policy. However, those seeking to 

model the relationships between criminology, penal discourse, and 
criminal justice policy confront the thorny matter that 

criminological thoughtôs contours are stubbornly difficult to 

measure: efforts to date either flatten criminologyôs underlying 

variations or focus unsystematically on parts shorn from the whole. 

We offer an approach that makes possible more systematic and 

credible claims from which future analyses may proceed. We draw 
on the most comprehensive dataset of criminological thought to 

date, which comprises 47,558 Anglophone criminological journal 
articles citing to 249,659 reference texts drawn from 60 years of 

scientific production. Upon classifying criminological ideas using 

socially networked co-citations, we differentiate trends in 
engagement  between criminologyôs mainstream and its fringe, and 

we observe four periods of structural change in criminological 

thought: during 1957ï1961, criminological ideas crystallized into 
coherent research programs; during 1962ï1976, they stratified into 

those deserving attention from those that did not at the same time 

that the bulk of ideas were relegated from criminologyôs core to its 
periphery; during 1977ï1999, they institutionalized into accepted 

divisions of mainstream from fringe; and during 2000-2015, they 

settled into boundaries that distinguished the óthinkableô from the 

óunthinkableô. Identifying criminologyôs key currents in this way 

exposes the óepistemic marginalityô that governs which ideas earn 

privilege, and thus helps disentangle the complex interplay between 
criminological knowledge on one hand and its assorted 

determinants and effects on the other. 

Dialectical Criminology: Thinking through the ñScience of 

Crimeò with the Antinomies of Pierre Bourdieu Victor Lund 

Shammas, University of Agder 

How do we confront a thinkerôs apparent internal inconsistencies? 
At times, the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu speaks in a 

scientistic vein, insisting upon the possibility of an objective 

empirical science, while elsewhere approaching a form of radical 
historicism, by which truth discursively arises out of agonistic 

contestation between dominant and dominated agents in the 

scientific field. Bourdieu also insists upon the relevance of what he 
calls social sufferingða form of pain located in the individual, but 

whose causes are, strictly speaking, societalðand yet this would 

seem to reintroduce a form of spontaneous, discretionary 

subjectivism at the core of his political sociology, despite 
Bourdieuôs expressed wish to avoid the ñtrapò of subjectivism. 

Finally, Bourdieu repeatedly argues against what he calls the logic 

of the trial, which seeks to assign blame to agents for social ills; and 
yet, he devoted the final years of his life to political critique, 

criticizing the neoliberal assault on the social state, much like a 

good trial lawyer or activist would. How, then, do we make sense of 
these apparent internal contradictions? Rather than view them as 

logical contradictions to be resolved, somehow or other, they are 

better approached as antinomies, in the Kantian sense: as 
fundamentally unresolvable tensions. These tensions can 

nevertheless have highly productive effects or uses. The name of 

this stance is dialectical thought, which thrives on polarity and 
contradiction, rather than viewing them as causes for despair. 

Applied to criminology, this ñdialectical pragmatismò can be a 

useful stance, helping us break out of some of the aporias or dead 
ends hampering the field. A dialectical criminology weaves 

between scientism and historicism, suffering-centered accounts and 

stoic dispassion, political agnosticism and social critique. It would 
give a ñboth/andò response, rather than an ñeither/or,ò to some of 

the fundamental problems confronting the ñscience of crimeò today. 

Digital criminology: theoretical, epistemological and 

methodological insights into the interplay between criminology 

and digital society Andrea Di Nicola, Associate professor of 

criminology, Faculty of Law, University of Trento, and 

director of the Centre of Security and Crime Sciences 

(University of Trento and University of Verona) 

Drawing on more than a decade of the authorôs studies on 

digitization and crime, this paper offers some theoretical, 
methodological, and epistemological considerations on criminology 

and digital society. As for sociology and other disciplines, it is time 

for criminology to give shape to the digital criminology that results 
from the confluence of criminology and digitization. Cyber-

criminology, the branch of the sociology of deviance that deals with 

cyber-crime, seems no longer able to grasp the radical changes that 
affect the relationship between crime, its perpetrators and victims, 

social responses to crime on the one hand, and digital society on the 

other. Some, albeit few, authors have spoken of digital criminology. 
Smith, Bennett Moses, and Chan (2017) were the first to do so in 

the British Journal of Criminology, proposing the term in the 

context of a multidisciplinary criminology interested in Big Data 
and digital quantitative research. They presented a clearly 

articulated definition, although they did not go into depth in terms 

of content or epistemology. Conversely, the only other 
criminologists who have addressed digital criminology, Powell, 

Stratton, and Cameron (2016; 2018), seem more interested in 

providing guidelines and suggestions for its development than in 
defining and systematizing it. This is likely because they combine 

their vision with a strong critical and cultural criminology 

approach. In this paper, we clarify why we need a digital 

criminology and what it means to do digital criminology today and 

we outline its content in terms of goals and objects of inquiry, 

theoretical and methodological approaches, and possible future 
directions. 

Theorizing technologically generated harm with Bernard Stiegler 

Stefano Mazzilli Daechsel, University of Oslo 

Recent efforts in the field of digital criminology have developed 
sophisticated accounts of the ways in which technologies contribute 

to social harm. These accounts challenge instrumentalist 

understandings of technology as passive and neutral means to 
human ends, and stress the need to take seriously the harms 

generated by technologies themselves. In this paper, I propose that 

Bernard Stieglerôs philosophy of technology is an important but as 
of yet unexplored resource for theorizing technologically generated 

harm. More specifically, I argue that Stieglerôs notion of technology 

as a pharmakon ï that which is both a cure and a poison ï 

introduces further nuance to ongoing debates on the role and 

ontological status of technology in the study of social harm. 
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Evolutionary Criminology: A much-needed framework for 

criminology's theoretical progression Evelyn Svingen, 

University of Birmingham 

Criminology is a multidisciplinary field. Today, you can find 

criminologists amongst sociologists, psychologists, anthropologists, 
neuroscientists, geographers, political scientists, philosophers, 

lawyers, city planners, economists, and even architects. Where 

some see a great strength in numbers, others point to the inherent 
communication problem when trying to share findings and theories. 

While proliferation of theories of crime causation continues, some 
theorists have called for a need to resolve criminologyôs theoretical 

crisis. In this talk, I explain how evolutionary criminology can 

become a tool that can help us in the monumental task of sifting 
through hundreds of theories of crime causation. Evolutionary 

theory offers unique insights about the nature of human behaviour 

and predispositions through which we organise our society. As a 
result, not only can it add an additional level of analysis to our 

existing understanding of etiology of crime, it can also help us 

unify existing theories as well as falsify the explanations that no 
longer serve the field. In this talk, I explain how evolutionary 

criminology can serve the field as well as offer an example of how 

we can use evolutionary frameworks to come up with theories of 
offending. 

022.  EUROC 1: State crime 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/White collar Crime, Organizational 

Crime, Corporate Crime, Financial Crime 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

5 

Chair: 

Henry Pontell, UC, Irvine and John Jay College, CUNY 

Participants: 

Batka's Beatdown: the repression of Belarusian democracy 

movement Willemijn Born, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

After the contested presidential in August 2020, Belarusians took to 

the streets en masse. Although Belarus has a long history of 

resistance, the size of the 2020 protests was unprecedented, with 
some sources estimating the participation of 200.000 Belarussians. 

By December 2020, over 27.000 protesters had been arrested, with 

regular reports of torture in detention, and others had been forced in 
exile. The Lukashenko regime was able to effectively repress the 

nonviolent resistance movement. Based on a multilevel framework 

on nonviolent resistance, we seek to explain why nonviolent 
resistance has not been able to succeed in Belarus. Through a series 

of interviews with experts and Belarussian nonviolent resisters, it is 

argued that the Russian-backed repression, alongside pre-existing 
societal cleavages and strong elite support for the regime, 

contributed in limiting the potential of the nonviolent resistance 

movement and to guaranteeing the continuing rule of Lukashenko. 
The recent context of the war in Ukraine has furthermore increased 

the presence of Russia within Belarus, moving the country further 

away from Western democracies and towards Russian 
authoritarianism. 

The January 6th Attack on the U.S. Capitol and the War Against 

White-Collar Crime Henry Pontell, UC, Irvine and John Jay 

College, CUNY 

The Final Report of the Select House Committee to Investigate the 
Jan. 6th Attack on the United States Capitol released in late 2022 

contains a treasure trove of facts and evidence indicating that 

former President Donald Trump and his associates engaged in a 
number of crimes related to the insurrection and attempted self-

coup. The unprecedented assault on the Capitol, in addition to 

previous and ongoing federal and state investigations, provide an 

opportunity to examine them through the lens of white-collar 
criminology. This paper considers: 1) how government criminality 

and corruption are facilitated by rationales and excuses that deny 

effective social condemnation; 2) their political weaponization; and 
3) how they constitute part of a larger existential war against white-

collar crime that seeks to normalize such lawbreaking. 

Theorising Corruption as a Political Strategy in Mexico Paulina 

Leon Avalos, Middlesex University; Myrna Papadouka, Senior 

lecturer in Criminology, Middlesex University, London 

This study aims to explore the concept of political corruption in 
Mexico and evaluate its consequences. It presents a theoretical 

foundation of political corruption in Mexico, examines the role of 
colonialism, and discusses its economic and social impact. This 

review was carried out extracting sources from various databases 

such as EBSCO, SAGE Journals, ScienceDirect, Scopus, and Web 
of Science. This study provides an in-depth theoretical analysis of 

political corruption, covering its definitions, theories, and 

typologies. Additionally, the article examines the historical roots of 
corruption in Mexico, dating back to the colonial era, and applies 

Wallerstein's world-system theory to shed light on the prevalence of 

corruption. Lastly, it evaluates the functional and dysfunctional 
aspects of corruption by examining the practical elements 

embedded in the different systemic environments. It was found that 

a certain degree of political corruption can be functional for society 
however Mexico should persist in its efforts to decrease corruption. 

When the rules change: Civil disobedience during Israelôs judicial 

overhaul Gali Perry, Institute of Criminology, the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem 

In January, 2023, the Israeli Minister of Justice introduced a 

legislative package aimed at dramatically changing the underlying 
structure of Israelôs judicial system and regime more generally. 

Within the 12 weeks that followed, over 150 social movements and 

250,000 activists participated in one of the largest protest waves the 
state of Israel has ever known. The present study analyzes 38 in-

depth interviews with leaders of the protest conducted in March, 

2023, to examine (1) their views on state actions; (2) the perceived 
legitimacy of the government and of the Israel Police as its 

representative; and (3) their willingness to engage in civil 

disobedience and violence. The findings reveal that while all 
interviewees perceived the governmentôs actions as a breach of 

contract ï ñchanging the rules of the gameò between the state and 

its citizens, and most viewed this breach of contract as justifying 
civil disobedience, only few considered violence as a justified 

response. Furthermore, personal moral values and practical self-

interests were the main barriers to use of violence, not general 
commitment to the state or to law obedience. These findings 

contribute to our understanding of citizensô willingness to obey the 

law, both generally and in extreme, unexpected circumstances. 

023.  Economic Crime and Property Crime 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Economic Crime and Property Crime 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

6 

Chair: 

Joanna Klimczak, University of Warsaw and Institute of Justice, 

Poland 

Participants: 

Analysis of attempted residential burglaries Peter Kruize, Center 

for Crime Analysis 

Crime statistics record the number of times a crime has been 

reported. For most crimes, this figure includes both completed and 

attempted offenses. This study, which concerns burglaries in private 
dwellings, aims to shed light on what distinguishes attempted 

burglaries from completed burglaries in terms of time, place, etc. 

and - not least - what seems to have caused it to remain an 
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attempted and not a completed burglary. An attempted burglary can 
thus be regarded as a successful thwarting of a burglary. No 

previous research has been conducted on the phenomenon in a 

Danish context. However, it is an obvious research topic, as an 
analysis of burglary attempts can provide insight into the 

importance of various preventive measures, such as alarms and 

neighbor help, just as the importance of time and place can be 
elucidated. 

ñIt's like taking candy from a baby" ï Shoplifting in Poland 

Joanna Klimczak, University of Warsaw and Institute of 

Justice, Poland 

Considering the value of theft and security costs, shoplifting in 
Poland causes losses in the retail industry of nearly EUR 1.7 billion 

annually (Crime&tech report, 2017). In 2021, the police recorded 

nearly 25,000 shoplifting crimes, i.e. about 5,000 more than in the 
previous year. In 2022, the upward trend continued. The increase in 

shoplifting is influenced by current socio-economic events, such as 

the recent experience of the COVID-19 pandemic and the currently 
constantly increasing inflation. The growing problem of shoplifting 

is causing a public debate on how to punish shoplifters. Depending 

on the value of the theft, it is classified as a crime or misdemeanor. 
The difference between these qualifications is important because 

the perpetrator's misdemeanor carries a much lower penalty. The 

presentation will focus on the characteristics of the phenomenon of 
shoplifting in Poland and the ways of punishing it. While 

researching the phenomenon of shoplifting, I conducted an analysis 

of police statistics, examined court files of theft cases, and 
interviewed prisoners serving prison sentences for theft. The 

knowledge given to me directly from the thieves allowed me to 

learn about their theft techniques and their point of view on theft. 

Perspectives of combating economic crimes in modern society 

Andrejs Vilks, Riga Stradins university; Aldona Kipane, Riga 

Stradins university 

In the current conditions, both traditional and new forms and 

manifestations of economic crime are encountered. The state of 

crime, including in the economic field, is related to the general 
economic situation of the country and the socio-political 

environment. Economic crime causes not only large and hard-to-

quantify losses to the global, regional and national economic 
environment, but also transforms social and legal norms, changes 

behavior patterns of social groups and individuals, transforms 

beliefs and traditions. Economic crime, according to the nature of 
the globalization of modern society, the development of 

communicative and information technologies, changes 

quantitatively and qualitatively, changing the forms of criminal 
activity. Economic crime not only limits the possibilities of 

sustainable development of the socio-cultural environment, but also 

affects political processes related to possible abuse of power in the 
state administration system, conflicts of interest and corruption. 

Economic crimes cause significant damage to financial systems and 
the economy through tax evasion, unregulated economic activity, 

illegal economic activity .Economic crimes also have social 

consequences that are difficult to quantify. Economic crimes 
undermine the social and economic system, including order in the 

country, compromise public administration and management, and 

increase distrust in economic and political reforms. Economic crime 
is characterized by the move to the digital environment, the use of 

modern informational and communicative technologies (such as 

EncroChat), the transnational nature of criminal activities, the 
increase in damage caused to society and the proportional increase 

in the income of criminal groups. Fictitious e-commerce platforms 

are being created .Financial crimes are recognized to affect 47% of 
companies, resulting in total losses of USD 1.45 trillion. Financial 

crime affects 47% of businesses, resulting in total losses of $1.45 

trillion. The possibilities of combating economic crime significantly 
lag behind the material and financial potential of criminal 

organizations 

Property Crimes in Portugal: an exploratory study from judicial 

sentences Ana Guerreiro, University of Maia; Research Unit in 

Criminology and Behavioral Sciences (UICCC/UMaia) & 

School of Criminology, Faculty of Law, University of Porto; 

Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Crime Justice and 

Security (CJS); Susana Costa, Centre for Social Studies; 

University of Maia; Topa Joana, University of Maia; Estef©nia 

Silva, University of Maia; Vera Duarte, University of Maia; 

C§tia Pontedeira, University of Maia; Andr® Piton, University 

of Maia; Olga Cruz, University of Maia 

Property crimes in Portugal, especially robbery and theft, represents 

50,7% of general criminality and are one of the main and oldest 
concerns in terms of the criminal phenomenon (SSI, 2022). 

Although recent data from UNODC (2020) show that with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a significant reduction in the 
incidence of reports of robbery and theft caused by the lockdown 

restrictions, from a criminological perspective, it is expected that 

this trend change considering the unemployment and 
socioeconomic difficulties subsequent to the peaks in the health 

crises. These socioeconomic vulnerabilities might contribute to an 

increase in crimes against property. Sentencing studies focus on the 
study of the judicial decision-making process and the analysis of 

the way in which the law is applied, involving a descriptive 

examination of the agents, contexts, motives, pre-sentencing phase, 
and of trial. These types of studies are fundamental for further 

understanding the context and legal consequences of crimes. This 
presentation aims to preliminary analyse the trends and 

characteristics of crimes against property in Portugal, especially 

robbery and theft using court files from Criminal Courts in Porto 
(Portugal) between 2017-2022. The profile of the offenders, targets, 

victims, organizational structure (if existent), related crimes, and 

penalty applied will be explored. Results confirm a consistent 
prevalence of property crimes along the years in the Portuguese 

context, and suggest a change in the target of the crime during the 

confinement period. Targetted places moved from those where 
people were present (e.g. houses), to those that were less populated 

(e.g., companies and factories). Moreover, profit and power are the 

main motives for the commission of these crimes. 

024.  The digital divide: Addressing online harms in an age of 

cyberdeviance 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Cybercrime 

Pre-arranged Panel 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 7 

The internet is a tool that connects people in new and ever-evolving ways. 

More than that, the internet is a place where social interactions occur and 
since its inception has steadily assumed the role of the new ópublic squareô of 

our society. Like any public space, physical or otherwise, the internet is also a 

space where risk increases as individuals with various motivations come into 

contact with each other, colliding in sometimes harmful ways. This panel 

seeks to explore various elements of cyberdeviance, and how we as a society 

seek to respond to said behaviour ð whether in a social, cultural, legal, or 
corporate sense. Papers presented in this panel explore the online behaviours 

that constitute cyberdeviance, and how new communication technologies 

designed to bring people closer can also put some at greater risk of online 
abuse. Other papers explore the cyberdeviance carried out and experienced by 

the ódigital nativeô generation, the young people who are both victimised and, 

indeed, offend online. Finally, the paper explores the experiences of those 
individuals and entities who work to prevent online harms: online content 

moderators. Based on the results of a multiyear research project, this panel 

delves into the role of the content moderator as the frontline in preventing 
online harms in the current context, including their strategies for coping with 

the traumatic content they consume in the carrying out these duties. 

Chair: 

Elena Martellozzo, Middlesex University 

Participants: 

Adolescent Pathways into different forms of Cybercrime: 
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Identifying Longitudinal Trajectories of Engagement and 

Associated Risk Factors Russell Brewer, University of 

Adelaide; Katie Logos, University of Adelaide; Christopher 

Dowling, Australian Institute of Criminology; Thomas J. Holt, 

Michigan State University; Jesse Cale, Griffith University; 

Tyson Whitten, Charles Sturt University; Andrew Goldsmith, 

Flinders University 

There is widespread acknowledgement that digital technologies and 

the internet feature prominently in the lives of adolescents. 

However, little is known about the technological and social 
characteristics that shape differential adolescent pathways into 

cybercrime. To date, empirical examinations of the nature and 

extent of adolescent engagement in cybercrime have been limited, 
both in terms of their scope and size (i.e., cross sectional, small 

samples of young adults, limited to specific forms of cybercrime). 

This paper addresses these gaps by examining data from a four-year 

longitudinal cohort study (N = 1914) of cybercrime amongst 

Australian adolescents. Three unique trajectories of engagement in 

various forms of cybercrime (including hacking, cyber-fraud, 
cyber-hate, cyber-violence, and cyber-bullying) were identified 

using joint group-based modelling. Further analyses identified 

technological (e.g., device access, online activities, technical 
competencies) and social factors (e.g., interactional opportunities, 

personal characteristics) differentiating these trajectories, 

independent of key demographic factors. 

Youth Pathways into Cybercrime: Understanding risk and 

motivations Julia C. Davidson, University of East London; 

Ruby Farr, University of East London 

In 2020, cybercrime was estimated to have cost the global economy 

over one trillion US dollars (Smith et al, 2020). Young people are 

said to experience the Internet as a ñpotentially criminogenic 
mediumò (Brewer et al., 2018, p. 115) and online presence is likely 

to have increased significantly during the recent global pandemic 

(Pandya & Lodha, 2021). Young people are naturally incorporating 
cyberspace into daily routines more and more, and, in turn, are 

increasingly at risk of exposure to cybercriminal activity (Schell, 
2020). However, there is a lack of empirical research regarding 

developmental or human factors among juvenile cybercriminal 

populations. This paper aims to bridge this gap by presenting 
survey findings exploring a range of potential factors that may lead 

young people to engage in risky online behaviours, which may be 

considered as pathways to the perpetration of cybercrime ( Aiken, 
Davidson & Amann, 2016). This novel research survey was part of 

the CC Driver/H2020 research programme and was conducted 

across 8 European Countries, with responses from  a representative 
sample of 8,000 young people. This is the first time a survey 

investigating juvenile cybercrime and online risk taking has been 

successfully carried out at such a scale. Self-reported data includes 
device and internet usage, attitudes and involvement in cybercrime, 

specifically; cyber hygiene, self-esteem, mental health, impulsivity, 

motivations and the context of cybercrime. Ultimately, this study 
determined that psychological variables have explanatory value 

regarding the human drivers of youth cybercrime behaviours. 

Empirical findings will be presented alongside wider literature, 
debates and perspectives, including in the context of the recent 

pandemic. 

Sex on the Edge: Exploring the relationship between edgework 

and sexual interactions online with strangers Paula Bradbury, 

Middlesex University 

Studies of edgework have traditionally been preoccupied with 
physical activity that is at the boundary of life and death, licit and 

illicit, safety and danger (Merrill, 2015). Loose regulation of 

cyberspace has resulted in the creation of new platforms where 
users are able (and enabled) to participate in anormative and/or 

deviant sexual behaviours in a way that mediates, but does not 

eliminate, risk. In particular, ñlive chatò websites like Omegle and 
Chatroulette. This study explores the underlying motivations of 

those who take part in sexual behaviours on live chat video services 

in their own words. A sample of 100 posts were gathered from 
public websites Reddit and Avvo in which users of platforms like 

Omegle and Chatroulette have requested (crowdsourced) legal 

advice in relation to potentially problematic sexual encounters on 
these services, often dealing with underage children. These posts 

were thematically analysed, with 649 codes being applied. In this 

case, the personal disclosures analysed offer greater insight into the 
drivers of deviant sexual behaviour online, and whether it 

constitutes a form of sexual edgework, or something else entirely.  

The results suggest that, while many users come to live video chat 
websites to participate in boundary-pushing sexual behaviours, only 

some seek to purposefully transgress, and cross a line into harmful 

or criminal behaviours, such as intentionally seeking out sexual 
contact with a child. Some claimed to frequent these platforms to 

satisfy some kind of anormative ñkinkò (such as role play, or 

consensual sexual contact with a stranger) which could be 
considered edgework, without transgression. Others still, by their 

own admission, attend live video chat sites with the intent of 

participating in non-transgressive edgework, yet find themselves in 
situations which, nevertheless, inadvertently or unexpectedly cross 

a line, and constitute transgression into harmful (or criminal) 

conduct. 

Invisible risks: Content moderators and the trauma experienced in 

the frontline protection against online harms Elena 

Martellozzo, Middlesex University; Paul James Bleakley, 

University of New Haven 

The online distribution of child sexual abuse material (CSAM) is a 

significant issue, and content moderators (CMs) play a crucial role 

in its removal. However, little primary research exists on the impact 
of this work on the wellbeing and mental health of CMs. This study 

used an iterative approach to first qualitatively explore and then 

quantitatively assess the issues facing CMs as the basis of 
developing and then piloting an intervention designed specifically 

for them. Using insight and feedback from industry experts and 

content moderators, a Theory of Change model for improved 
psychological wellbeing in CMs was developed. This underpinned 

in-depth interviews and a large-scale survey, which explored the 

psychological effects on CMs, coping strategies, and organisational 
factors that may improve or exacerbate workplace stress. The 

studies found that CMs are highly affected by their work with 

CSAM, with negative cognitive effects, an emotional toll, and 
desensitization to the material being among the main impacts. CMs 

use various coping strategies, including talking to colleagues and 

strengthening the boundary between work and home life. An 
empathetic organizational culture and leadership were found to be 

particularly important for reducing the impact on CMs. 

025.  Behaviors and rationality in a new world 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Rational 

Choice Perspectives 

Paper Session 

4:00 to 5:15 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

8 

Chair: 

Elisa Orofino, Anglia Ruskin University 

Participants: 

Adolescent Illegal Earnings and Romantic Partnerships in 

Adulthood Holly Nguyen, Pennsylvania State University; 

Brandy R. Parker, Pennsylvania State University; Bill 

McCarthy, School of Criminal Justice, Rutgers University 

The financial returns to crime, one dimension of success in crime 

(McCarthy & Hagan, 2001; Nguyen, 2020), are a key element in 

theories of choice. As such, financial success from crime may be an 
early formidable experience that may have long-term consequences. 

We draw from theories of choice and the life course perspective to 

assess whether earnings from crime are related to adult life course 
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transitions. We analyze data from the National Longitudinal Survey 
of Youth - 1997 (NLSY) to examine if variation in money from 

crime during adolescence is associated with the prevalence and 

timing of entry into romantic partnerships: cohabitation and 
marriage. We find evidence of the former, but not the latter. 

Brexit and the Opportunities for Organised Crime in the United 

Kingdom: A Policy Delphi Study Jakub Pinter, UCL 

(University College London) 

Brexit marks the first time in history that a state has withdrawn its 

membership from the European Union. This has naturally impacted 
every aspect of the EU-UK relationship, including the EU-UK 

cooperation in the fight against organised crime. Following Brexit, 
the UK faces limited access to the EUôs security and criminal 

justice infrastructure as well as limited influence on the agenda-

setting of its crime-fighting institutions. This reduction in the 
capability of the UK law enforcement comes at a time when major 

serious crimes are increasingly transnational in scope and their 

tackling requires international cooperation. Concurrently, growing 
asymmetries between EU and UK laws, policies and regulations 

may have unintended criminogenic consequences and create novel 

opportunities for organised crime. To understand the impact that 
Brexit might have on the organised crime in the UK, it is necessary 

to adopt a proactive approach that looks beyond what is currently 

known, and instead identifies emerging and future organised crime 
opportunities. Foresight methods such as Delphi technique that 

have been previously used in the identification of future crime 

problems can play a key role in this. Utilising a proactive approach 
in the fight against organised crime, this paper reports findings of a 

three-round policy Delphi study whose goal was to understand the 

impact Brexit might have on the trajectory of organised crime in the 
UK. The study, which involved consultations with subject matter 

experts from the UK and the EU active in the fight against 

organised crime, identifies changes attributable to Brexit that can 

influence organised crime opportunities in the UK, the ways these 

changes can affect criminal activities, the measures that can be 

adopted to mitigate new threats and the stakeholders that can 
implement them. Keywords: Brexit, United Kingdom, organised 

crime, future crime, Delphi 

Conti Inc. : Understanding the Internal Discussions of a large 

Ransomware-as-a-Service Operator with Machine Learning 

Estelle Ruellan, University of Montr®al; Masarah Paquet-

Clouston, University of Montr®al; Sebastian Garcia, 

Stratosphere Laboratory, Czech Technical University 

Ransomware-as-a-service (RaaS) is increasing the scale and 

complexity of ransomware attacks. Understanding the internal 
operations behind RaaS has been a challenge due to the illegality of 

such activities. The recent chat leak of the Conti RaaS operator, one 

of the most infamous ransomware operators on the international 
scene, offers a key opportunity to better understand the inner 

workings of such organizations. This paper analyzes the main topic 

discussions in the Conti chat leak using  machine learning 
techniques such as Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Latent 

Dirichlet Allocation (LDA), as well as visualization strategies. Five 

discussion topics are found: 1) Business, 2) Technical, 3) Internal  
Tasking/Management, 4) Malware, and 5) Customer 

Service/Problem Solving. Moreover, the distribution of topics 

among Conti members shows that only 4% of individuals have 
specialized discussions while almost all individuals (96%) are all-

rounders, meaning that their discussions revolve around the five 

topics. The results also indicate that a significant proportion of 
Conti discussions are non-tech related. This study thus highlights 

that running such large RaaS operations requires a workforce 

skilled beyond technical abilities, with individuals involved in 
various tasks, from management to customer service or problem 

solving. The discussion topics also show that the organization 

behind the Conti RaaS operator shares similarities with a large firm. 

We conclude that, although RaaS represents an example of  

specialization in the cybercrime industry, only a few members are 

specialized in one topic, while the rest runs and coordinates the 
RaaS operation. 

Understanding the Shift from Vocal Radicals to Terror Offenders 

in the UK Elisa Orofino, Anglia Ruskin University 

The shift from vocal extremism (non-violent) to terrorism has been 
at the focus of the academic and political debates for over 20 years 

now but with an almost exclusive focus on violence. Various 

theories and paradigms have been developed over the decades but 
very little attention has been devoted to vocal extremism as a 

phenomenon per se. This research takes the UK as a case study and 

aims to explore the shift from vocal extremism into terrorism by 
using two relevant cohorts, i.e. Channel adopted cases (vocal 

extremists) and TACT convicted offenders (terrorists). This study 

first investigated their demographics by comparing publicly 
available data from 2017 until 2021 to include insights in the pre-, 

during and post-pandemic period. Results on the demographics 

were substantiated by an analysis of three prominent factors of 
radicalisation, which can determine the shift from vocal extremism 

to terrorism. The factors examined in this study are: the family 

background, mental health issues and the co-occurrence of other 
offences in relation to both vocal extremists and terrorists. This 

study also sheds light on the brakes on violent escalation by 

innovatively applying Busher et alôs theoretical model (2019) to 
single actors rather than groups. 

Human trafficking in the digital society: state of the art, 

theoretical perspectives and future directions Gabriele Baratto, 

Faculty of Law, University of Trento | Centre of Security and 

Crime Sciences, University of Trento and University of 

Verona; Beatrice Rigon, Department of Law, University of 

Verona | Centre of Security and Crime Sciences, University of 

Trento and University of Verona 

In the last two decades, the digital society has greatly influenced 

human trafficking. Although the first investigation that revealed the 

use of new technologies by traffickers dates back to 2006, the 

digitization of illicit activities has reached significant proportions in 
recent years, with the pandemic period acting as a further 

accelerator. As Europol and UNODC also point out, the use (or 

misuse) of digital technologies to recruit potential victims or to 
market the services offered is now one of the fundamental 

characteristics of sexual exploitation. Based on a systematic 

literature review combined with the results of research activities 
carried out by the eCrime reserach group (University of Trento) and 

the Centre of Security and Crime Sciences (Universities of Trento 

and Verona), the current state of knowledge on the impact of the 
digital society on human trafficking is presented, paying particular 

attention to the following aspects: criminal activity and modi 

operandi, actors, formal and informal social responses. The findings 
provide the basis for analysing theoretical perspectives and 

directions for future research within a ñdigital criminologyò 

framework. 
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Examining the effect of early experiences of discrimination on 

trust in the police in the Netherlands Harley Williamson, 

Utrecht University; Amy Nivette, Utrecht University 

Prior research consistently finds that youths, and particularly those 

belonging to ethnic/racial minority groups, tend to have weakened 

trust in police. Determining why this is the case remains a key 
priority, as bolstering trust in police can increase public perceptions 
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of their legitimacy and empower people to engage with them. As a 
visible group, youths tend to be targeted more by the police than 

others: hence they are more likely to perceive and experience 

discrimination from police. This study draws on longitudinal survey 
data of youths living in the Netherlands to understand the extent to 

which prior experiences of discrimination shape youths' trust in 

police when accounting for participants' ethnic/racial minority 
status. Also of interest is the role of friendships in shaping trust in 

police when accounting for the effects of felt discrimination. Based 

on the legal socialization and social capital literature, this study 
explores the effect of inter-group friendships on trust in police. Our 

findings spotlight the impact of prior experiences of discrimination 

on trust, and the socializing role of friendships. 

Assessing the effect of first-time police contact on internalizing 

problems among youth in Zurich, Switzerland: A quasi-

experimental analysis Amy Nivette, Utrecht University; Laura 

Bechtiger, University of Zurich; Denis Ribeaud, University of 

Zurich; Lilly Shanahan, University of Zurich; Manuel Eisner, 

University of Cambridge 

Growing evidence suggests that experiences with police are 

associated with a range of negative mental health problems among 
youth. This study examined the impact of negative police contact 

on changes in adolescent internalizing problems, measured by 

anxiety and depression. Six waves of data from the Zurich Project 
on Social Development from Childhood to Adulthood were used in 

order to assess the direct relations between first reported police 
contact in the years prior to the survey moment and internalizing 

problems at the time of the survey and follow-up waves. 

Specifically, we employed difference-in-differences techniques for 
multiple time periods to assess the average treatment effects for the 

treated population (first contact with police) compared to those who 

were never treated. Across all models, we found that police contact 
did not lead to an increase in internalizing problems. These results 

diverge from previous studies mostly conducted in the United 

States, and we discuss possible explanations including differences 
in historical contexts of policing, juvenile justice, and dosage of 

intrusive contacts. 

Unpacking the lived experience of arrested youths in different 

stages of police encounter: A qualitative study Li Chi Mei 

Jessica, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Although police-youth encounters in Hong Kong have drawn 
widespread domestic and global concerns in recent years, empirical 

studies capturing the arrested youthôs lived experience of different 

encounter stages have been scant. We thus know very little about 
police treatment of the arrested youth received during police-youth 

contacts leading to the youthôs arrest. It is theoretically and 

practically vital t to understand better young peopleôs perceptions, 
feelings, thoughts, and behavioural responses resulting from arrest, 

interrogation to pre-trail handling. Using the data collected from the 

in-depth interviews with arrested youths and guided by Tylerôs 
theoretical framework, this study unpacks the lived experience of 

30 boys and 12 girls aged 11 to 19. Over half of them (22 persons) 

were arrested for violent crimes against a person. All interviews 
were conducted with a timeline approach. A deductive thematic 

approach was adopted to analyze the qualitative data with the 

assistance of QRS NVivo plus (V12) software. Four themes were 
identified: (a) stop-and-search, (b) under arrest, (c) doing time at 

the police station, and (d) legal consequences. 

Youths' Willingness to Assist the Police and Involvement in 

Criminal Activities Under Different Legal Socialization 

Contexts Ameen Azmy, criminology department at  Bar-Ilan 

University and faculty of humanities at Ono Academic College 

The current research is one of the first in the field of youth policing 
to focus on three different groups of youths who experienced 

different legal socialization processes. Each group attended a 

different out-of-home placement; the first was for at-risk youth 
(N=145), the second was for at-risk youth that participated in a 

police studies program (N=143), and the third was for outstanding 
normative youth (N=175). The study examined among each group 

the dynamics regarding (a) willingness to assist the police and (b) 

involvement in criminal activities. The findings indicate different 
dynamics among each group: among at-risk youth, the study found 

that evaluation of police effectiveness was related to willingness to 

assist the police. Moreover, interestingly, the results indicated that 
police legitimacy mediated the relationship between the evaluation 

of police deterrence and willingness to assist the police, while 

police legitimacy mediated the relationship between social 
resistance and willingness to assist the police. Among outstanding 

normative youth, the results showed that fear of crime and 

evaluation of police procedural justice was related to willingness to 
assist the police. Among at-risk youth in the police study program, 

the results indicated that police legitimacy mediated the relationship 

between the evaluation of police effectiveness and willingness to 
assist the police. Furthermore, results in this group also showed that 

evaluation of police procedural justice and evaluation of police 

deterrence and social identity were related to willingness to assist 
the police. Moreover, the results showed that among at-risk youth, 

social resistance and evaluation of police effectiveness were related 

to criminal activities. Further results among outstanding normative 
youth revealed that police legitimacy and social resistance were 

related to criminal activity. Finally, results among at-risk youth in 

the police study program showed that police legitimacy was related 
to criminal activity. 

Young peopleôs perceptions of and interactions with the police: A 

case for defunding the police Samantha Weston, University of 

Birmingham; Clare Griffiths, Keele University; Anne-Marie 

Day, Keele University 

Commissioned in the wake of Sarah Everardôs murder, Louise 

Caseyôs (2023) recent review laid bare a series of grave concerns 
about London Metropolitan Policeôs culture and standards. 

Exposing examples of mistreatment and abuse of LGBT+, female, 

Black, Asian and minority ethnic officers and staff, alongside 
repeated unfair outcomes in communities resulting from under-

protection and over-policing, Casey concluded that institutional 

racism, misogyny, and homophobia pervades across the whole 
organisation. Although the recommendations are for radical reform 

of the Metropolitan Police, a series of failures have also been 

identified elsewhere resulting in six UK police forces being placed 
in special measures. Acknowledging that police legitimacy is under 

serious threat, policing by consent has once again been identified as 

fundamental to the success of the British model of policing, while 
others have called for the police to be defunded.  Drawing on data 

collected via a survey and focus groups with young people aged 

between 8-16 years old, from a diverse range of ethnic 
backgrounds, this paper illustrates that dissatisfaction with, and 

mistrust of, the police are deeply embedded amongst this age group. 

Despite very few of them having committed a crime, all focus 

group participants were able to recall at least one negative 

encounter with the police. Not only did these encounters result in 
young people feeling disempowered, but also encouraged them to 

seek alternative, more informal, means of resolving local disputes. 

In evaluating these means, this paper argues that ódefunding the 
policeô may not be the radical alternative that many would have us 

believe. 
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Hillary B. Farber, University of Massachusetts 
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Bodycams: New (In-)Visibility of Policing in Germany Simon 

Egbert, Bielefeld University; Tom Berger, Bielefeld University 

In recent years, police authorities in Germany have increasingly 

implemented body-worn cameras into daily-police work. Through 

audiovisual documentation of police-citizen interac-tion, they are 
meant to simplify the retrospective (legal) processing of violent 

crimes. Howev-er, the approach of German police forces in their 

justification of body worn cameras is unique, especially when 
compared to countries in which body cameras have long been 

established, e.g., the United States. From the German perspective, 

body worn cameras are supposed to prevent violence against police 
officers, since the awareness of being recorded is presumed to have 

a deterring effect on citizens. Remarkably, this justification focuses 
on authorities, while other aspects such as protection of citizens 

from police violence, the approach followed in the US, play 

virtually no role or are actively rejected by German police 

authorities, e.g. police unions. A newly found public consciousness 

towards police violence in Germany has sparked debate over the 

use of body-worn cameras and a recent case from Munich shows 
how crucial their evidence can be in cases of (suspected) police 

violence by the police. The case in ques-tion from February 2020 

shows a federal police officer kneeling for minutes on the neck of a 
man suspected of travelling with an invalid local train ticket and 

defending himself against this suspicion. The scene was filmed with 

a bodycam and leaked online. Against the back-ground of this case, 
our paper will discuss how police deal with these recordings, 

process them, and the extent to which affected citizens ï as 

(potential) perpetrators and victims ï can access the recordings. 
Importantly, we ask how body cam recordings can be used in court 

and how it can be ensured, that the respective recordings show 

(uncut) excerpts relevant to the violent situation under discussion. 

Body worn cameras (BWC) in police in Poland ï preliminary 

findings. Magdalena Tomaszewska-Michalak, Faculty of 

Political Science and International Studies; Paweğ 

Waszkiewicz, Faculty of Law and Administration; Ğukasz 

KuliŒski, University of Warsaw 

Body worn cameras are more and more popular among police units 
all over the world. Also polish police introduced body worn 

cameras in 2015. In 2022 there were around 6000 BWC in use by 

polish law enforcement agencies. There were several research done 
on the impact of body worn cameras both on police officers and 

citizens. There is therefore only a few researchers who analyse this 

issue in Poland where the level of trust in police is lower than in 
many other countries. According to Statista (2022) trust in the 

police in Poland declared only 24% of respondents. This was the 

worst result among all other European countries where the survey 
was done  (among others: Belgium, Hungary, Great Britain, 

Netherlands, Germany). Although many law enforcement agencies 

highlights the positive influence of BWC on police officers and 
citizens, the literature is inconsistent when it comes to the impact of 

BWC. For example there are research which shows that BWC may 

both increase (Braga et al., 2020) or decrease (Pyo, 2021) the 
number of arrests. One of the aims of the project ñBody-worn 

cameras in policing and criminal justiceò is to analyse the use of 

BWC by polish police. The presentation focuses on the first project 
findings. 

ñRobocopsò in the Making:  Reframing Police-Citizen 

Interactions through the Lens of Body-worn Cameras Holly 

Campeau, University of Waterloo; Laura Keesman, University 

of Groningen 

This paper examines how police-citizen interactions take on new 

meanings when officers make sense of them through the lens of 
body-worn cameras (hereafter BWCs). Drawing on 30 interviews 

with frontline police officers in the first department in a large 

Canadian city to reach full deployment of BWCs, we show how 
officers, by considering their decisions and actions through the lens 

of BWCs, reframe their role and the subtleties of their approach in 

dealing with members of the public as more robotic. This reframing 

unfolds in two ways. First, respondents share an overall sense that 
body-worn cameras curb their ability to build rapport with citizens 

in a manner they deem most effective (for instance through friendly 

trash talk), and therefore dehumanize their interactions. Second, 
frontline officers report a need to operate in a more mechanical 

fashion to follow protocol for case building (for instance for 

securing evidence) and for use-of-force. Still, despite the many 
ways in which the technology limits what they consider ñthe craftò 

of policing, 100% of respondents report being in favor of BWC use. 

In an era of high visibility, more avenues for public complaints and 
pressures for increased accountability, BWCs offer protection: there 

is safety in operating ñlike a robotò behind the lens. We particularly 

sociologize óthe bodyô in body-worn technology, an aspect often 
omitted in the surveillance tradition and studies on BWCs. 

Moreover, our microsociological and embodied account of officer 

experiences pushes beyond the typical dichotomies presented in 
studies on body-worn cameras as either effective/non-effective in 

reducing police violence, or rejected/accepted by rank-and-file 

members. Rather, we show how the embodiment of such 
instruments matter for officersô perceptions, their discretionary 

practices and procedural justice. Our study reveals significant 

nuance in how officers engage with their work under new ï 
technological and surveillance ï conditions. 

Write Before You Watch: Police Body Worn Camera Policies that 

Improve Accountability and Accuracy Hillary B. Farber, 

University of Massachusetts 

This article addresses whether officers wearing cameras should be 
permitted to review the footage prior to writing an initial report. I 

argue here that the demand for greater police accountability is 

directly related to when officers should be permitted to review 
BWC footage. A óWrite Before You Watchô policy mandating that 

officers write an incident report prior to reviewing footage 

memorializes the officerôs memory of an incident. Allowing police 

officers to review their body worn camera footage prior to giving an 

initial statement of the incident, a policy known as ópre-reviewô, is 

contrary to reform goals. A rich body of cognitive science research 
recognizes that human memory can be significantly altered by 

exposure to post-event information. Because objective facts in a 

police-civilian encounter can be as legally relevant as the officerôs 
perception at the time, it is important to keep these two sources of 

information separate. óPre-reviewô effectively degrades a witnessôs 

original memory with external information. An officerôs memory of 
an incident is susceptible to being altered with footage details they 

may have failed to notice or recall. This article examines the body 

worn camera policies used by police departments and explains the 
cognitive science undergirding how memories are formed and 

influenced by exposure to external information, stress, and racial 

bias. Understanding the malleability of memory provides a key 
rationale for why pre-review of body worn camera footage is 

inconsistent with enhancing public trust and accountability. 

Research shows that public trust in police depends largely on 
whether police are acting in procedurally fair ways. Tactics that 

obscure transparency ultimately delegitimize police confidence and 

erode procedural justice. A policy that permits officers an 
opportunity to align their written report with the video footage, 

consciously or unconsciously, subverts the goals of increasing 

community trust. 

óIn the ótoo difficultô boxô? Organisational inflexibility as a driver 

of voluntary resignations of police officers in England and 

Wales. Jemma Tyson, University of Portsmouth; Sarah 

Charman, University of Portsmouth 

Organisational flexibility brings many workplace benefits to both 

employers and employees yet the culture of the police service has 

traditionally struggled with embracing and accepting more flexible 
working arrangements for its officers, adopting instead a culture of 

overwork where extreme hours are linked to enhanced commitment 

and credibility. With 33% of all police officers now having less 
than five yearsô service and voluntary resignations having risen 
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196% in the decade preceding March 2022, it seems more 
important than ever to more fully understand the impact of these 

cultural norms on the retention of police officers. Findings from our 

research with police leavers who voluntarily resigned from the 
police service within England and Wales suggest that officers are 

leaving due to perceptions of organisational injustice which focus 

upon: a lack of voice; concerns about promotion/progression; poor 
leadership; and a lack of organisational flexibility. This presentation 

takes this latter reason - organisational flexibility - as its focus and 

aims to both enrich the scarce discussions on police workforce 
resignations and retention but also to offer further significant 

evidence on the rigidity of cultural norms within policing. These 

barriers to effective workplace functioning were exacerbated by the 
cultural norms of overwork and ófitting inô and were particularly 

experienced by female resigners. As policing organisations begin to 

turn their focus more towards retention, it is argued that there are 
benefits to be gained from a spotlight upon issues of fairness and 

transparency within a more people focused organisation which not 

only allows for organisational flexibility but culturally accepts it. 
By better understanding the complex decisions behind voluntary 

resignations in the police in relation to organisational flexibility, 

more targeted retention policies can focus upon retaining the 
diversity which is achieved on entry to the service and encouraging 

a more positive organisational culture. 

028.  POL Panel 2. Police abuse of power and police misconduct 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 
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Lore Mergaerts, KU Leuven 

Participants: 

Illegitimate police violence - a comparison between Germany, 

Austria and Switzerland Ulrike Zaehringer, Hamburg Police 

University of Applied Sciences; Patricia Bruns, Hamburg 

Police University of Applied Sciences 

In recent years, police action has increasingly come into the focus 

of public and scientific attention. As the bearer of the state 
monopoly on the use of force, police is endowed with special 

powers. This presentation does not focus on legitimately exercised 

police force, but on illegitimate police violence. Since there are no 
broad official statistics on this field in Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland, the scope will be approached from different 

perspectives, e.g. public statistics, parliamentary enquiries and 
NGO-reports. It is known that in Austria, for example, in 2020-

2021 a total of 589 charges were filed against police officers for 

allegations of maltreatment, with 10 convictions in the same period. 

In Switzerland, only convictions for abuse of authority are available 

as evidence (2022: 122 cases), but these do not only include police 

officers. In Germany, in 2021 2790 cases of the use of force or 
suspension by police officers were registered, as well as 2437 cases 

of coercion and abuse of office. The number of completed 

preliminary proceedings increased from 3922 to 5252 between 
2014 and 2021, but on average only about 60 criminal proceedings 

were completed per year - whereby it is unclear whether and how 

often a conviction was handed down. It is important to note that in 
most cases it remains unclear, whether or not these were actually 

cases of illegitimate police violence. But it at least gives an 

approximation of offenses that may have been committed and also 
reveals problems in the states statistical collection of such cases. 

A comparison Baroness Caseyôs review of the London 

Metropolitan Police Service with emerging corruption 

research. Brendan peter Brookshaw, University of Plymouth 

Purpose. Baroness Caseyôs 2023 report described institutional 

racism, misogyny, and homophobia in the police. This paper draws 

comparisons between the reportôs key themes with the authorôs 

recently completed PhD research into another UK police force. It 
presents the theoretical framework of a ñTriangle of Kakistocracyò 

developed by the author.   Design/methodology/approach. This 

research is an autoethnographic examination of the authorôs last two 
years as a serving police officer leading the Professional Standards 

Department of a large rural police force. The data consists of 

reflections on the emotional and philosophical impact on the author 
created by day-to-day interactions with police officers recorded in 

personal journals. Findings. The paper offers psychological, ethical 

and managerial drivers of the police behaviours observed by 
Baroness Casey.  It expands on the reportôs finding of Optimism 

Bias in the police in the face of corrupt acts by colleagues and 

introduces the concept of organisational and personal police 
arrogance, described by Baroness Casey as ñtoo much hubris and 

too little humilityò arising from ingrained cultural icons.  The 

defensiveness and denial of the police and the impact on the 
watchers of being watched is examined through the concept of the 

Blue Wall of Silence and the Lacanian gaze. It concludes that the 

report findings may not limited to the Metropolitan Police but are 
common factors in other UK police forces. Originality/value. 

Autoethnographic insider-research on police corruption is rare in 

the literature. Comparison of the authorôs research with the Casey 
Review enables exposure of esoteric police attitudes towards the 

harms perpetrated by abuses of their power and is increasingly 

valuable in understanding the erosion of police legitimacy. 
Keywords. Casey review, Autoethnography, corruption, police, 

culture, police, legitimacy Paper type. Research Paper 

Penal Theory and Police Misconduct: The Promises of a 

Retributive Approach Nicholas Goldrosen, Institute of 

Criminology, University of Cambridge 

In England and Wales, the current regime for police misconduct 

sanctions disclaims any punitive or retributive purpose. Instead, it 

focuses on maintaining public confidence and deterring 

misconduct. Drawing on fieldwork observations from Metropolitan 

Police misconduct hearings, this paper highlights three theoretical 

problems which arise from this consequentialist aim for the police 
misconduct system. First, this approach leads to an erosion of both 

cardinal and ordinal proportionality between offences and 

punishment. Offences which are comparatively grave and those that 
are more minor are sanctioned in relatively similar ways. Moreover, 

this disproportionality and focus on deterrence via harshness can 

undermine the reporting and detection of misconduct. Finally, 
misconduct hearings become a form of reputation management, in 

which the decision-maker must make assumptions about what the 

public would think, rather than a response to individual 
wrongdoing. In sum, I argue, these shortcomings erode confidence 

in the misconduct process both on the part of officers and the 

public. A more retributive and explicitly punitive misconduct 
framework would be more truthful to the reality of the misconduct 

system as state-imposed punishment for wrongdoing. Such a 

regime would better ensure proportionality, prevent future 
misconduct, and maintain trust in the misconduct hearings system. 

Scrutinising discriminatory misconduct in the Metropolitan 

Police: Misconduct hearings and public accountability Layla 

Skinns, University of Sheffield 

In March 2023, the Casey Review concluded that ñinstitutional 
racism, sexism, misogyny, homophobia are present acrossò the 

Metropolitan Police in London, suggesting there to be regular 

breaches of professional standards relating to discriminatory 
misconduct. When such professional standards are breached, 

misconduct hearings offer a route for redress for the police and for 

the public. Following an investigation by police Professional 
Standards Departments, these misconduct hearings consider the 

evidence for misconduct and/or gross misconduct, which is heard 

by a panel of three, including, since 2016, a legally qualified chair. 
Misconduct hearings are ostensibly public affairs in that details of 

these cases are posted, at least briefly, on police force websites and 

members of the public may register to attend, including members of 
the press. In this paper, I consider what these misconduct hearings 
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reveal about discriminatory misconduct in the police and how this 
is responded to, as well as considering their effectiveness as a 

public accountability mechanism. To do this, I draw on exploratory 

research involving observation of misconduct hearings relating to 
discriminatory malpractice in the Metropolitan Police between 

February and July 2023, content analysis of written misconduct 

hearing outcomes and press reports at the time of the hearings. 

Assessing Vulnerability Prior to and During Police Questioning: 

Responsibilities and Training in Belgium and the Netherlands 

Lore Mergaerts, KU Leuven 

Given that a significant number of persons involved in criminal 

proceedings can be considered vulnerable, special measures are put 
forward to address their vulnerability. An adequate implementation 

of special provisions, however, requires that such vulnerability is 

promptly identified. This is also emphasized by the European 
Commission, stating that Member States should ensure that all 

competent authorities have recourse to an independent expert to 

identify vulnerability and to determine the degree of their 
vulnerability and their specific needs. In addition, it is stressed that 

police officers, law enforcement and judicial authorities dealing 

with vulnerable persons should receive specific training. Member 
States, however, appear to differ with regard to the implementation 

of these provisions, the responsibilities for identifying and 

compensating for vulnerability, and training provided for the 
authorities involved. Moreover, the prompt identification of 

vulnerability appears challenging and insufficient in practice. 

Against this background, this presentation will elaborate on the 
provisions for vulnerable people in Belgium and the Netherlands, 

with a particular focus on the responsibilities for identifying 

vulnerability on the one hand and the training provided to assist 
practitioners in identifying and dealing with vulnerable people on 

the other. 

Police Violence, Corrupt Cops, and the Repudiation of Stigma 

Among Underclass Residents in Mexico City Piotr 

ChomczyŒski, University of Lodz 

The relationship between police corruption and violence is well 
established in Latin America. Those with less power in poor 

communities often adapt their actions to serve their group interests 

in response to constraints placed on them by law enforcement. 
Using ethnographic and qualitative methods, we probe the effect of 

corrupt police behavior on the stigma of arrest and imprisonment by 

members of impoverished neighborhoods in Mexico City. Using an 
interpretive approach, we find that widespread corruption and 

police violence has indirectly mitigated the negative effects of the 

stigma of arrest and incarceration by what we term the repudiation 
of stigma (ROS). For the subjects in our study, the adjustment to 

pervasive corruption has led amelioration of the social stigma 

associated with arrest and incarceration among those with whom 
they share similar biographies of experience. More generally, ROS 

highlights the ability of the marginalized to deflect the social 
consequences of being arrested and having a criminal record 

029.  Violent victimization and its impact on society 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Homicide and Violent Crime 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 4 

Chair: 

Bitna Kim, Sam Houston State University 

Participants: 

Dual Harm: The co-occurrence of violence victimisation and self-

inflicted violence Leah Prencipe, Leiden University; Marieke 

Liem, Leiden University; Jolien van Breen, Leiden University 

Violence not only poses a threat to social safety but also constitutes 

a major threat to public health.  Although rates of interpersonal 

violence have fallen in the Netherlands in recent years, rates of self-

inflicted lethal violence, including through suicide and drug- and 

alcohol-induced mortality, have increased. Considering these forms 
of violence often co-occur, this presentation provides an overview 

of an epidemiological approach to understanding the interplay 

between interpersonal and intrapersonal violence in the 
Netherlands. Triangulating data from various sources (e.g. Dutch 

Homicide monitor, Statistics Netherlands), we compare rates of 

lethal and non-lethal interpersonal violence (e.g. (sexual) assaults, 
homicides) with self-inflicted mortality measures (e.g. suicide, drug 

and alcohol related mortality) over time. 

Staff actions as risk factors for victimization: A case-crossover 

study of conflict management in residential youth care 

institutions Camilla Bank Friis, University of Copenhagen; 

Lasse Liebst, Copenhagen University 

Staff at residential youth care institutions are involved in conflictual 
and sometimes dangerous situations when enforcing rules and 

providing care for adolescents. Research on violence has identified 

risk factors in this occupational setting, yet, few studies have 
systematically examined the interaction-level risks that shape staff 

victimization. The current paper addresses this gap by studying the 

face-to-face interactional dynamics of conflict events in residential 
youth care institutions. We sampled 130 incidents, retrospectively 

reported by 50 employees from seven facilities, ranging from open 

to secure units. Using a case-crossover study design, we coded staff 
and adolescent actions in violent and nonviolent events and 

estimated how staff conflict management actions correlated with 

subsequent staff victimization. Based on micro-sociological 
theories on status and power dynamics in interpersonal conflicts, 

we hypothesize that staff ócontrolô actions are a risk factor, whereas 

ócareô actions are a protective factor. Based on our results, which 
are currently being analyzed, we discuss implications for research 

on violence and conflict management strategies in residential youth 

care institutions. 

The Consequences of High Violent Crime Rates on Civic Trust 

and Engagement in Latin America, 2004-2020 Guillermo Jesus 

Escano, University at Albany, SUNY 

One-third of people in Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) nations 

state crime is one of the region's most pressing problems, and more 
than 50% of the population fear being a victim of a crime. This fear 

is understandable, as the region represents only 8% of the global 

population but experiences more than one-third of all global 
homicides. Despite these challenges the empirical literature on 

violence in LAC nations is limited, with few studies examining the 

social consequences of high violent crime rates, including its 
impact on social capital. I studied the effects of homicide rates on 

citizensô trust in institutions, trust in people, and participation in 

civic engagement. The sample included 25 LAC nations between 
2004 to 2020. I obtained homicide data from the World Health 

Organization (2022), survey data on civic trust and engagement 

from the Latin American Public Opinion Project (2022), and 

employed panel fixed effects model to examine these associations. 

Homicide investigations and police-community relations: 

Towards understanding the experiences and perspectives of 

Chicago residents. Ashundria Veronique Oliver, University of 

Westminster; F. Jeane Gerard, University of Westminster; 

Coral Dando, University of Westminster 

Homicide or the killing of one person or by anotherðis a serious 

violent offence that impacts many communities around the world. 

The procedural process for homicide investigations can be hard for 
the general public to understand. Thus, causing police effectiveness 

to be questioned and measured by their ability to solve or óclearô 

homicide cases. This study explored the relationship between police 
officers and community residents in Chicago, Illinois, in the United 

States of America (U.S.A) and its potential impact on the homicide 

clearance rate within the city.  Twenty-one one-to-one semi-
structured interviews were conducted between May 2022 and 

January 2023. The participants included police officers, victims 

bereaved by homicide or secondary victims of homicide, and victim 
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support workers who provide bereavement services to families 
impacted by homicide and violence. A thematic analysis has been 

conducted and the preliminary themes include: Trauma impact, 

Police-community relationship, Conceptualising the criminal justice 
system. The preliminary results show that the duration and severity 

of trauma can impact how those bereaved respond to them.  

Traumatic events can affect cognition, emotion, behaviour, and 
social interactions. Homicide trends are a by-product of trauma, 

social stratification, and structural issues within the criminal justice 

system. General knowledge of an individualôs encounters with 
police can be an important predictor of how they will view them, 

and how they will engage with them when it comes to reporting 

criminal activity.  Most people do not have a relationship with 
police, and their perception of police is impacted by vicarious 

experiences (incidents experienced by other individuals within their 

communities or outside of their communities). Police officers, and 
residents both have difficulties conceptualising criminal law within 

the court system. Unification will lead to change.   Keywords: 

Homicide, victim bereaved, police officer, victim support, trauma, 
social stratification, unsolved, cold case, solved, clearance rate. 

Exploring Temporal Variability of Robberies against Tourists and 

Residents Alexander Trinidad, Institute of Sociology and 

Social Psychology, University of Cologne; Nerea Marteache, 

California State University San Bernardino 

The objective of this study is to conduct an analysis and comparison 

of the temporal patterns and variability of robberies against tourists 
and residents in Barcelona over a period of four years (2016-2019), 

using a dataset obtained from the Mossos d'Esquadra (Catalan 

Autonomous Police). Our research design can be classified as a 
subcategory of a longitudinal design. To compare the temporal 

variability of the time series data, we estimated the proportional 

variability index (PV). This index has been used to explore 
temporal variabilities in other contexts, such as precipitation or 

mast seeding behaviour. In addition, the time series data is analysed 

using the multiple seasonal and trend decomposition based on the 
Loess method. The findings of this study reveal that the relative 

mean of recorded robberies increased to a greater extent for tourists 

compared to residents during the study period. Furthermore, there 
was greater temporal variability in robberies against tourists 

compared to residents. Both types of victims exhibited the highest 

seasonality in the annual seasonal component, although the strength 
of seasonality was moderate-low for both groups. The methodology 

used in this study, along with the results obtained, will be presented 

in detail. Conclusions drawn from the findings will be discussed, 
and implications for future research will be highlighted. 

Workplace violence: An umbrella review of synthesis studies 

Bitna Kim, Sam Houston State University 

Synthesis studies on workplace violence have proliferated recently, 
making it challenging to keep up with their output. Using an 

umbrella review approach (i.e., a synthesis of systematic reviews 
and meta-analyses), this study aimed to identify what aspects of 

workplace violence have been examined in synthesis studies, 

synthesize the main findings, and discuss the implications for 
policy, practice, and future primary research. The current study 

utilized an umbrella review approach to locate synthesis studies on 

workplace violence published in various disciplines. This project 
adhered to the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews 

and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines, employing strict criteria 

for the inclusion of studies, comprehensive search strategies to 
identify eligible studies, and a detailed protocol for coding study 

characteristics. The search for studies discussing the prevalence, 

correlates, and predictors of workplace violence, as well as 
approaches to preventing and mitigating workplace violence was 

conducted. This project provides a unique opportunity to develop 

comprehensive approaches to workplace violence prevention. 

030.  Victims of Artificial Intelligence 

Topic 4: Victimology/Patterns and trends in Victimization 

Roundtable 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 5 

The development and the use of artificial intelligence is progressing rapidly. 

There are more and more semi-autonomous and soon fully autonomous cars 

on the roads; AI-supported robotics are being used in factory halls or 
warehouses. AI-based decisions are made in the health sector, especially in 

nursing, and online AI systems "help" - often unnoticed by the user - with 

entries for forms. Much more could be listed here. The use of these AIs can 
also result in damages and lead to victims. E.g. people can be injured by an 

autonomous car accident, by an error in the coding of a robotic system or by 

an unknown,  unforeseeable output of a black box process. Other persons are 
deceived by online inputs followed by a financial loss. In such cases, not only 

criminal liability for the damage must be considered, but also how to support 
the victims of the AI. The situation for such a victim might be different to 

victims of usual criminal cases with a suspected person. In AI cases there is 

often no perpetrator -  or no visible perpetrator at first glance. Can victim 

assistance of the future ï relating to victims of AI - remain as it is currently 

conceptualized  and proven? Do new mechanisms and protective measures 

have to be considered? Is there a need for special victims' rights? These and 
other fundamental questions will be raised in a round table discussion. After a 

short preliminary presentation of possible use cases and consequences for 

victims of AI (by Karin Bruckm¿ller) the panelists (ElŨbieta Hryniewicz-
Lach, Gabriela Piontkowski, Stefan Schumann and Kristina Altrichter) will 

discuss possible approaches, protective measures and, if applicable, special 

rights for such victims. The other participants are also invited to join the 
discussion. 

Chair: 

Karin BRUCKM¦LLER, Sigmund Freud University Vienna 

Discussants: 

ElŨbieta Hryniewicz-Lach, Adam-Mickiewicz-University in 

Poznan, Poland 

Gabriela Piontkowski, University of Applied Sciences, Bremen 

Kristina ALTRICHTER, Sigmund Freud University Vienna 

Stefan Schumann, Johannes Kepler University Linz 

Participant: 

Victims of AI - How shoud they be supported? Karin 

BRUCKM¦LLER, Sigmund Freud University Vienna 

see abtract of the round table. 

031.  Addressing Sexual Abuse and Violence in Education,  Policy 

for Children and Teens 

Topic 4: Victimology/Policy and Prevention of Victimization 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 6 

Chair: 

N¼ria Torres-Rosell, University Rovira i Virgili - Spain 

Participants: 

Addressing Sexual Violence in Polish Higher Education: The 

Antigone Project Joanna Weronika W·jcik, University of 

Warsaw; Weronika Rosa, University of Warsaw; Katarzyna 

Kufel, University of Warsaw; Agata Wykowska, University of 

Warsaw; Michalina Zienkiewicz, University of Warsaw; 

Dominika Gryf, University of Warsaw; Aleksandra WziŃtek, 

SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities 

A 2018 report by the Polish Ombudsman reveals that over 31% of 

university students have experienced at least one instance of sexual 
harassment since beginning their college education, with women 

being the most affected. In response to this pressing issue, we ï a 

group of female students ï established the óAntigoneô research 
project to address the needs of the student community. The project 

aims to enable the academic community to identify and effectively 

report incidents of sexual violence, facilitate open discussion about 

the causes and consequences of sexual violence in academia, and to 

identify applicable countermeasures grounded in empirical 
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criminological data. The project adopts a mixed-methods approach 
to explore and assess the prevalence of sexual violence, as well as 

studentsô awareness and authoritiesô reactions to it, at 54 selected 

higher education institutions across Poland. Quantitative survey 
data is collected from university students, while qualitative semi-

structured interviews are conducted with representatives of relevant 

university authorities. The interviews enable the reconstruction and 
description of the academic communityôs response to sexual 

violence against students in terms of legal and non-legal measures. 

Furthermore, the study examines differences in the characteristics 
of the individuals reporting sexual violence and the perpetrators, 

with a focus on gender and academic seniority. The óAntigoneô 

research project seeks to produce the first comprehensive 
criminological report on sexual violence in the academic 

environment in Poland. In the proposed presentation we will 

examine whether the manner in which Polish universities define 
and combat acts of sexual violence aligns with Polish criminal law 

(substantive and procedural), and the extent to which they 

cooperate with law enforcement authorities. However, the 
definition of sexual violence adopted in the project extends beyond 

national criminal regulation, raising the question of what options 

exist for holding perpetrators accountable and what forms these 
measures may take ï whether criminal or intra-university. 

Sexual harassment in academia - A qualitative study of students' 

perceptions of actors and arenas in Sweden and Germany My 

Lilja, Department of Criminology Malmº University Sweden; 

Wiebke Schoon, Institute for Sex Research, Sexual Medicine 

and Forensic Psychiatry, University Medical Centre Hamburg-

Eppendorf 

Sexual harassment is a relevant phenomenon that has been 

receiving more attention from the public and the scientific 

community for some time. However, despite a growing body of 
research on a variety of related factors and issues (prevalence, 

potential consequences for students, prevention measures), 

qualitative perspectives are lacking. This qualitative study aims to 
investigate how sexual harassment is perceived by German and 

Swedish university students, with a focus on how students 

understand the different arenas and which actors they recognize and 
discuss in the context of sexual harassment in academia. The study 

was conducted as part of a larger collaboration of the COST 2019ï

2023 Action European Sexual Medicine Network partners with 5 
different countries. A total of 27 individual interviews were 

conducted with undergraduate and graduate university students in 

Sweden and Germany in a period between 2020 and 2022. 
Thematic Analysis was used for the qualitative analysis of the 

material with a focus on how students understand the different 

arenas and which actors they recognize/discuss in the context of 
sexual harassment in academia. 

Exploring the impacts of Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) 

offending on families of suspects/offenders Rachel Armitage, 

University of Huddersfield; Nadia Wager, University of 

Teesside; Dawn Wibberley, University of Huddersfield; Lara 

Hudspith, Leeds Trinity; Victoria Gall, University of 

Huddersfield 

Online child sexual abuse encompasses a range of offences 
including the accessing, downloading, sharing and creating of 

images of child sexual abuse, often referred to as Child Sexual 

Abuse Material (CSAM). CSAM consumption has increased 
exponentially, and the lockdowns implemented as a response to 

COVID-19 have exacerbated this problem. CSAM offenders are 

more likely than other sex offenders to be married, to have children 
and to live with a partner and child(ren). Policy, practice and 

research has largely considered these families within the context of 

their protective properties, with little consideration for the 
individual and collective harms that they experience, and their 

unique support needs. Using data from 20 interviews and 126 

electronic survey responses from family members of those 
convicted of CSAM offences in the United Kingdom, we propose 

seven key elements that characterise the impacts of CSAM 
offending on non-offending family members. We categorise these 

as: 1) Disenfranchised Grief; 2) Ambiguous Loss; 3) Ontological 

Assault; 4) Contamination by Causal Responsibility; 5) Wall of 
Silence; 6) No-Win Situation, and 7) Burden of Responsibility. We 

propose that the police warrant, often referred to as óthe knockô is a 

trauma event ï with 70% of the respondents reporting Post-
Traumatic Stress Symptom (PTSS) levels indicative that a 

diagnosis of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) was likely 

warranted, and 65% reporting symptom levels sufficient to suppress 
their immune systemôs functioning. We argue that these harms are 

not inevitable and are entirely predictable, and that viewing families 

of suspects as collateral damage allows a certain passivity amongst 
agencies that can do more to minimise this trauma. Whilst we 

cannot avoid arresting suspects of CSAM, we can predict who will 

be impacted and when that impact will commence. We present 
policy and practice recommendations to minimise these harms. 

Prevention and protection of children with disabilities victims of 

violence N¼ria Torres-Rosell, University Rovira i Virgili - 

Spain; Eva Zafra-Aparici, University Rovira i Virgili - Spain; 

S¸nia Pujol-Andr®s, University Rovira i Virgili - Spain; Eva 

Neus Miralles, University Rovira i Virgili - Spain 

We present the results of our research aimed at analysing how 

professionals in the educational field respond in cases of violence 

affecting children with disabilities. The research has been funded 
by the Tarragona Provincial Council and the Rovira i Virgili 

University (Spain). Recent legal reforms in Spain have highlighted 

the need to improve action for the prevention and protection of 
children who are victims of violence. Occasionally, regulations 

contain some specific provisions for children with disabilities, but 

they are mostly generic provisions that must be adapted to the 
particularities of children with specific needs, such as pupils 

attending Special Education Schools.   In our research we have used 

qualitative methodology following semi-structured interviews with 
a sample of 28 professionals working in five different Special 

Education Schools in the region of Tarragona. The sample includes 

members of the school management team, teachers, psychologists, 
social workers, therapists, and nurses. The information provided by 

the professionals has allowed us to understand the particularities of 
violence experienced by children with disabilities, as well as to 

detect the needs of professionals in their intervention with children 

and teenagers. We explore how violence is defined in the context of 
children with disabilities, the strategies, and the difficulties to detect 

violence and the need for coordinated professional intervention. We 

also show the results of the co-creation tool aimed at transferring 
results of the research, making the problem visible and contributing 

to breaking the social, institutional and community silences that 

often occur in the process of intervention against violence. All of 
this, with the intention of encouraging debate, reflection and the 

design of comprehensive strategies that avoid the re-victimisation 

of children and their families. 

032.  Victims of sexual offenses and the legal system 

Topic 4: Victimology/Victimsô rights 

Pre-arranged Panel 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 7 

The panel will deal with the complex relationship between victims of sexual 
offenses and the legal system: criminal and civil. The lectures will examine 

various angles of the meeting between the victims and the legal system: 

victims' rights, civil procedures, compensation, the forgiveness process, and 
the language the judges use to assess victims' credibility, along with an offer 

to integrate civil and criminal systems to meet the needs of victims of sex 

offenses. 

Chair: 

Dana Pugach, Ono Academic College, Israel 

Participants: 

The perceived effect of victimsô rights in the criminal process on 
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victimsô recovery Keren Gueta, Bar-Ilan university, Israel 

One of the main reasons for introducing victims' rights is the 

prevention of 'secondary victimization.' However, little has been 
said about the possible positive effects of such rights for the 

recovery of victims. Therefore, this research aimed to explore the 

perceived effect of the main categories of victims' rights on victims' 
recovery: rights of information, representation, and active 

participation in criminal proceedings. The assumption that the legal 

process may contribute to the victim's recovery or harm is based on 
the theory of Action-based growth, i.e., that the benefits derived 

from posttraumatic growth depend upon the translation from 

cognition to action, in this case, the victim's rights in the 
proceedings. The presentation is based on research in which 12 

victims of sexual offenses were interviewed. First, the finding 

indicated that the right to receive information, and specifically the 
right to review the indictment, had unique recovery-promoting 

potential due to the characteristics of the indictment as a signed 

document that gives validity to the injury and the termination of the 
state's protection of the victim, which can help dispel a sense of 

guilt. Secondly, the findings show that obtaining legal 

representation was described as having a tremendous significance 
in making the process of participation in the criminal procedure 

beneficial due to its ability to provide a feeling of safety, encourage 

informed decision-making, and increase satisfaction and trust in the 
criminal system, thus contributing to an experience of growth. 

Forgiving the perpetrator ï Should victims' forgiveness be taken 

into consideration in criminal proceedings? Dana Pugach, Ono 

Academic College, Israel 

Different criminal justice systems have given over the past 30 years 
rights to crime victims, particularly victims of serious sex offences 

and violent ones. The questions that follow this change relate to the 

scope of victims' involvement in the criminal process. It seems that 
the most difficult question, which this presentation will discuss, is 

that of the particular victims who asks for leniency for "her" 

offender. In Israel, due to the heterogenic population, this question 
arises in various situations. Firstly, in relation to intra-familial 

offences. The second example, unique to Israel, is that of 'Sulha', a 

"forgiveness procedure" between victim (or victim's family) and 
perpetrator. Lastly, in recent years we see numerous cases in which 

the victim and the perpetrator reach a monetary agreement, in lieu 

of a criminal complaint. 

Integrated civil and criminal legal procedures in cases of sexual 

assault Rotem Aloni Davidov, Haifa university, Israel 

In the existing legal system, the criminal procedure and the civil 

procedure are conducted as two separate procedures, each fulfilling 
only part of the stakeholders' needs while leaving important needs 

unanswered. While the criminal procedure focuses on punishing the 

offender and is conducted between the state and the accused, while 
the accused is denounced for his actions, the civil procedure is 

conducted between the victim and the offender, and it focuses on 

compensating the victim for her damages, without being 
accompanied by a public denunciation. Each procedure on its own 

fails to provide a proper response to the set of needs of the 

stakeholders, conducting the two procedures one after the other also 
fails to provide a proper response. A study that seeks to map the 

needs of all stakeholders in legal procedures of sexual assault, finds 

that an integrated legal procedure, in which the criminal and civil 
procedures will be discussed together. Conducting an integrated 

legal procedure, criminal and civil, allows the court and the 

stakeholders to see a broader and more accurate picture of the legal 
dispute, and accordingly to provide a more appropriate response for 

the stakeholders. The ability of the court to route between different 
burdens of proof, between different causes of action, and between 

various remedies, can allow it to provide an appropriate response to 

a larger set of cases and a wider range of needs in each case. When 
taking into consideration that within this framework the victim is 

part of the procedure, and represented in it by an attorney, the 

victim becomes an active and significant part of the procedure and 

allows all the  stakeholders to be part of the full legal procedure. 

A Perfect Victim? Computational analysis of judicial attitudes 

toward victims of sexual offenses Renana Keydar, The Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem, Israel; Carmit Klar Chalamish, Bar 

Ilan University 

Victim credibility and the judicial image of the ñidealò victim are 

key theoretical notions in understanding legal structures and 

processes that deal with sex crime cases. Critical and feminist legal 
scholars have thus devoted much scholarly attention to the analysis 

of judicial opinions as reflecting judicial attitudes and biases toward 

"imperfect" victims of sexual violence.  Such studies, which often 
employ hermeneutical methods of close reading and qualitative 

analysis, are necessarily conducted on a limited corpus, and remain 

mostly anecdotal and inductive Attempts to scale up the analysis of 
judicial decisions have often involved traditional quantitative 

techniques, annotating, and coding text into numeric data that can 

be analyzed using statistical methods.  What is inevitably lost in the 
process is the language of the judge as he or she portrays the victim 

in their judgments. This paper seeks to bridge the scholarly gap in 

understanding judicial attitudes toward victims of sexual offenses, 
by advanced computational methods of text analysis to investigate 

judicial portrayals of victims in criminal court cases. The paper 

harnesses cutting-edge language models from the field of natural 
language processing to empirically test judicial narratives toward 

victims of sex crimes on a large scale and in a systematic manner. 

Specifically, the paper analyzes the judicial assessment of victimsô 
credibility in more than 800 Israeli magistrate and district court 

decisions dealing with sexual offenses under the Israeli penal code. 

This is a first-of-its-kind empirical study at-scale assessing judicial 
attitudes toward survivors of sexual violence as reflected in judicial 

opinions. 

Compensation for crime victims of sexual offenses Dikla Tutian-

Zaid, Bar-Ilan university, Israel 

All over the world, victims of violent sexual crimes suffer 

irreversible damages because of the harm inflicted upon them. A 

significant portion of them suffer from psychological damage that 
will accompany their day to day lives and even chronically, for the 

rest of their lives. The path to recovery crosses the courts doors, in 

the pursuit for restitution, and compensation that will award the 
financial resources that are crucially required. Without it, the right 

of these individuals, whose mental capacity has been impaired, to 

enjoy a life full of dignity, and a sense of justice is compromised. 
This article will engage with victimôs damages and their scope, the 

unique challenges in exercising victims of sexual offences rights, 

because the source of the damage is a criminal offense and the 
difficulties that the legal system is piling up in the victimôs way to 

compensation. The article will also seek to highlight the unspoken, 

but existing connection between criminal law and tort law. 

033.  Mental and physical health in detention II 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 8 

Chair: 

Mathilde Carße Munkholm, University of Southern Denmark 

Participants: 

Placed in Denmark? Mapping Greenlandic forensic convicts 

sanctioned for treatment in either Greenland or Denmark 

Annemette Nyborg Lauritsen, Ilisimatusarfik/University of 

Greenland; Mette Rßmer, Aalborg University 

Unlike legal systems in Denmark or many other countries, the 
Greenlandic Penal Code does not include the concept of 

punishment. Instead, the Code contains several diverse sanctions 

intended to prevent reoffences through treatment. This presentation 
explores this particular legal structure by examining cases of 
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Greenlandic citizens sanctioned for treatment with or without 
deprivation of liberty. Based on an archival study of records held by 

the Prosecutorôs office of the Greenland Police, this presentation 

presents the findings of Greenlandic citizens sanctioned for 
treatment with or without deprivation of liberty in either Greenland 

or Denmark along with the assessment of their mental state and 

place of treatment. The findings show that 49 of the 160 individuals 
convicted were sent to Denmark for treatment and rehabilitation 

within the prison service, forensic psychiatry, or forensic 

intellectual disability services. The most common types of crime 
among the convicted were violent. This presentation shed light on 

the condition of the Greenlandic convicts who are placed in 

Denmark far away from their homeland as well as discusses the 
methodological issues in generating a representative picture of this 

specific convicted population of Greenland. 

The use of force in prisons and prison legitimacy: Social 

psychological and trauma-informed perspectives Joel Harvey, 

Royal Holloway University of London; Nick Hardwick, Royal 

Holloway University of London; Jeanette Hall, Royal 

Holloway University of London 

This conceptual paper explores perceived legitimacy in relation to 

the use of force in prison from a social psychological and trauma-
informed perspective. Legitimacy in prisons, discussed by Liebling 

(2004) and others, can be considered as the extent to which 

prisoners will accept the authority of the staff in prison because 
they believe that the use of authority is applied fairly. If the use of 

force, which is one of the most extreme forms of staff-prisoner 

interactions, is perceived to be applied unfairly, the behaviour of 
prison staff will be perceived as illegitimate. Social psychological 

theories have recently been applied to forensic practice and it has 

been argued that these theories have value in helping understand 
staff-prisoner relationships (Harvey and Ambrose 2023). Bowden, 

Glorney & Durber (2023) argue that attribution theories, and in 

particular the different biases (e.g., availability heuristic, false 
consensus bias) we draw upon, can impact on how we perceive the 

behaviour of others. Furthermore, a trauma-informed lens (Wilmot 

and Jones 2022) enables us to make sense of how people perceive 
the intentions and behaviours of others, particularly in the context 

of the threat-response system being activated. We know that when 
in óthreat modeô, when triggered by perceived or actual physical or 

psychological unsafety, we will engage in ófight, flight, or freezeô 

responses, as a means of survival. Such responses can be enacted 
for both staff and prisoners. When under óthreatô it is likely that we 

will rely on biases more to make sense of a personôs intentions and 

behaviour and we will behave in a manner that maximises survival 
in the moment. This can be applied to making sense of the use of 

force by prison officers and how the legitimacy of this resultant 

behaviour is then perceived by prisoners. 

Unpacking the risk matrix:  analysing drug-related deaths in 

prisons in England and Wales, 2015-2020 Karen Duke, 

Middlesex University; Helen Gleeson, Middlesex University; 

Susanne MacGregor, London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine; Betsy Thom, Middlesex University 

Recent years have seen the largest year-on-year increases in drug-
related deaths in the UK.  Since 2012, these rates have more than 

doubled and exceed other European countries.  Although some 

research has been conducted on drug-related deaths following 
release from prison, very few studies have analysed those occurring 

in prisons.  This paper explores the factors contributing to drug-

related deaths in English and Welsh prisons between 2015-2020. In 
England and Wales, the Prison and Probation Ombudsman (PPO) 

conducts investigations into every death occurring in custody.  This 

study analyses 129 PPO fatal investigation reports from 2015-2020 
in the óother non-naturalô category where substance use or 

involvement in substances was mentioned. Descriptive statistics 

about the deaths were generated using SPSS and qualitative 

analysis explored the circumstances surrounding deaths and key 

risk factors. The results report the characteristics, experiences and 

contexts of drug-related deaths in prisons, including key factors 
such as age, sex, cause of death, substances involved, sentence 

length/recall, offence, mental health, cell occupancy, substance use 

history, and contact with services.  The risk factors which 
contribute to drug-related deaths in prisons are identified.  Most 

deaths were of men, whose mean age was 39 years. Drug toxicity 

was a main factor in causing death, exacerbated by underlying 
physical health conditions and risk-taking behaviours. A variety of 

substances were involved, but new psychoactive substances became 

more important over time. A high proportion had recorded histories 
of substance use and mental illness. During this period, the prison 

system was under considerable stress creating dangerous 

environments for drug-related harm. The study highlights the 
process of complex interaction between substances used, individual 

characteristics, situational features and the wider environment in 

explaining drug-related deaths in prisons. The implications for 
policy and practice relating to clinical and security issues are 

outlined, as well as wider organisational and structural frameworks. 

Aestheticization of prison space and penitentiary rehabilitation 

from the perspective of evolutionary neuropsychology Stefan 

Florek, Jagiellonian University in Krakow; Przemysğaw 

Piotrowski, Jagiellonian University in Krakow 

The human need for aesthetic stimulation is an important one. The 
prolonged incarceration leads to the aesthetic deprivation, which 

results in frustration and may lead to aggression. Reducing the level 

of deprivation is possible due to appropriate modifications of the 
prison environment. They should be made taking into account the 

knowledge of mind/brain functioning and psychological 

characteristics of prisoners. The aim of the presentation is to 
identify the neuropsychological mechanisms behind the 

relationships between aesthetic deprivation and penitentiary social 

rehabilitation. We will focus on the evolutionary functions of these 
mechanisms to justify the proposals of aesthetic modifications of 

prisons that have been formulated as a result of the Erasmus+ 

programme "Arts of Freedomò. We will also demonstrate that the 
aestheticization of prison space can foster the process of 

penitentiary social rehabilitation. 

Financial barriers in foreign national prisonersô access to 

secondary health care Mathilde Carße Munkholm, University 

of Southern Denmark 

The Danish Health Act constitutes a legal basis to demand foreign 

national prisoners without a CPR-number to pay for the healthcare 

services they might receive outside the prison, whether it be acute 
or planned treatment. This paper explores whether the health care 

payment demand constitutes a barrier to foreign national prisoners 

in accessing healthcare and whether this complies with article 3 in 
the European Human Rights Convention (EHRC). Article 3 in the 

EHRC ascertains that prisoners have a right to health care service 

equal to the one provided in the general society, hence the principle 

of equivalence. In Denmark, all residents holding a civil registration 

number (CPR) can access to public healthcare free of charge. To 

understand the content of article 3 in the EHRC, a legal dogmatic 
study of precepts and judgements from the European Court of 

Human Rights (ECoHR) will be carried out. Furthermore, 

observation studies in a Danish security B prison (N = 10), 
interviews with prison healthcare staff (N = 10) and foreign 

national prisoners (N = 10) will explore in practice how the 

payment demand of healthcare services affect prisoners. The 
qualitative accounts tell of prisoners returning from hospitals after 

acute treatments with bills they cannot pay and prisoners refraining 

from seeking healthcare due to the indebtedness they know will 
follow. The question is if the Danish practice complies with article 

3 of the EHRC? 

034.  Advances in Teaching Methods 2. National Perspectives and 

Contemporary Challenges 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Teaching 

Methods 
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Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 10 

Chair: 

Tina Nicola Skinner, University of Bath 

Participants: 

Enhancing Researcher Wellbeing by Acknowledging and 

Reducing the Potential for Secondary Trauma in the Research 

Process Tina Nicola Skinner, University of Bath; Kristine 

Brance, University of Bath; Sarah Halligan, University of 

Bath; Heather Girling, University of Bath; Paul Chadwick, 

University of Bath 

Whilst awareness of the need to protect research participants (e.g., 

ESRC, 2021) and trauma workers (e.g., Fidley,1995) is well 
established, secondary trauma in researchers is only just being 

acknowledged. Symptoms of secondary trauma include intrusions 

(e.g., distressing thoughts, dreams, memories), avoidance (e.g., of 
possible threats), increased arousal/reactivity (e.g., hypervigilance, 

limited concentration/sleep, irritability), and alterations in 

cognitions/mood (e.g., withdrawal, negativity) (Sprang et al, 2019). 
These symptoms are similar to the posttraumatic stress disorder felt 

by a victim-survivor of a direct traumatic event (British 

Psychological Society 2020). The small-scale studies that exist 
indicate that researchers who view, listen to, or read stories of 

trauma (e.g., violent crime) can experience secondary trauma, with 
consequent mental health symptoms, anger at the 

employer/situation, and potential loss from the profession (e.g., 

Coles et al, 2014; Skinner et al., forthcoming; Williamson et al., 
2020). Despite growing recognition of secondary trauma in 

researchers by key professional bodies, and pockets of excellent 

practice (e.g. within the South West Doctorial Training Partnership, 
UK), there is no systematic approach, policy or training at 

undergraduate/postgraduate/professional levels to help researchers 

identify/address the potential for secondary trauma. This paper 
reports on the findings of a UKRI funded project that interviewed 

30 researchers at risk of secondary trauma to establish what their 

experiences of researching potentially distressing subjects are, what 
(if anything) they have in place to reduce the likelihood of 

secondary trauma, and what support/policy and services they want 

to see developed in order to prevent secondary trauma and improve 
researcher wellbeing in the future. 

Life after prison: a(n) (im)possible mission?". A board game for 

scientific divulgation Aur®lie Stoll, Postdoctoral researcher 

SNF, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York; 

Valentin Refondini, Universit® de Lausanne - Ecole des 

sciences criminelles; Giulia Cinaglia, Universit® de Lausanne 

- Ecole des sciences criminelles; Soumeya Barhoumi, 

Universit® de Lausanne - Ecole des sciences criminelles; 

Lionel Grossrieder, Universit® de Lausanne - Ecole des 

sciences criminelles; Manon Jendly, Universit® de Lausanne ï 

Ecole des sciences criminelles 

Have you ever wondered what life looks like after prison? What 
kind of difficulties do former incarcerated individuals face when 

they step back into society? How these difficulties impact their 

efforts towards a satisfactory and law-abiding life? Have you ever 
wondered what role the society can play to support desistance from 

crime? Based on two longitudinal studies that gathered the 

narratives of formerly incarcerated individuals, this contribution 
describes the development and the implementation of the board 

game ñLife after prison: a(n) (im)possible mission?ò. The board 

game specifically addresses the above questions in order to increase 
awareness about the challenges faced by individuals affected by the 

criminal legal system to rebuild their life upon release. As players 

roll the dice, they encounter different situations reflecting both the 

individual and structural components that shape the trajectories of 

individuals released from prison. Accordingly, the important 

aspects of life are impacted, namely family and loved ones, health, 
housing, employment, finances and subsequently ñreoffendingò. At 

the end of the game, players are shown a short video in which a 

former incarcerated person shares part of his history. The game and 
the testimony both provide avenues for reflection: they engage 

participants in a conversation about their own representations of 

justice-involved individuals and the difficulties they must 
overcome. The lessons learned from the implementation of this 

board game highlight the potential of scientific divulgation to 

bridge the gap between academia and civil society. It allows to 
enhance community comprehension, foster meaningful 

conversations, and hopefully make life after prison and desistance 

from crime ñpossibleò. 

Researcher wellbeing and secondary trauma: A theoretical 

framework and protocol to improve practice and teaching Tina 

Nicola Skinner, University of Bath; Jade Bloomfield-Utting, 

University of Bath; Sophie Geoghegan-Fittall, University of 

Bath; Nicola Roberts, University of Sunderland; Olivia Smith, 

University of Loughborough; Sapphire Sweetland, University 

of Bath; Helen Taylor, LEICESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP 

NHS TRUST 

Research ethics procedures have substantially improved over the 

last three decades; but despite this researchersô wellbeing is often 

overlooked in methods teaching/ethics committees.  This is 
particularly concerning when researching topics that may cause 

secondary trauma for the researcher such as criminal offences or 

criminal justice responses. The British Psychological Society 
(2020) state that the symptoms of secondary trauma are alike to the 

symptoms of posttraumatic stress ódisorderô felt by a victim-

survivor of a direct traumatic event. Secondary trauma can be 
experienced at any time in a research project, including interviews, 

coding quantitative/qualitative data, reviewing the literature or 

during policy campaigning. Symptoms of secondary trauma include 

distressing thoughts, avoidance, limited concentration/sleep, and 

alterations in mood. This paper draws on decades of 

research/teaching experience across a team of researchers (see 
Skinner et al, forthcoming), and a review of existent literature, to 

adapt Bronfenbrennerôs (1994, 2005) ecological model to aid 

understanding of how secondary trauma in research can be 
addressed and to develop a protocol to help individuals, 

managers/supervisors, institutions, national governments and 

international bodies reduce researcher risk and enhance their 
wellbeing. References British Psychological Society 2020. Taking 

trauma related work home: Advice for reducing the likelihood of 

secondary trauma, [online] 
https://www.bps.org.uk/guideline/taking-trauma-related-work-

home-advice-reducing-likelihood-secondary-trauma 

Bronfenbrenner, U., 1994. Ecological Models of Human 
Development. In International Encyclopaedia of Education, Vol. 3, 

2nd Ed. Oxford: Elsevier. Reprinted in: Gauvain, M. and Cole, M., 

(Eds.), Readings on the Development of Children, 2nd Ed. (1993, 

pp.37-43). New York: W. H. Freeman and Company Harvard 

University Press. Bronfenbrenner, U., 2005. Making Human Beings 
Human: Bioecological Perspectives on Human Development. 

London: Sage. Skinner, T., Bloomfield-Utting, J, Geoghegan-

Fittall, S., Roberts (ne Ballantyne), N., Smith, O., Sweetland, S. and 
Taylor, H. (forthcoming) A focus on ethics and researcher 

wellbeing, In Forester-Jones, R. (Ed) Research Handbook on Ethics 

in Social Research, Edward Elgar Publishing. 

035.  Immigration, crime & citizenship, Panel 3, Border control and 

smuggling 

Topic 3: Crime Correlates/Immigration / Migration 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 11 

Chair: 

Magdalena Perkowska, University of Bialystok, Faculty of Law 
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Participants: 

Between Criminalization and Protection: How Criminal Justice 

Actors Selectively Use Criminal Law in Human Smuggling 

Cases Flavia Patan¯, Maastricht University 

Since the adoption of the Smuggling Protocol in the early 2000s, 
laws and policies on human smuggling in the EU have been 

characterized by a foundational tension. On the one hand, the 

objective of criminal law in such area is security and prevention of 
irregular immigration. On the other hand, the protection of 

smuggled migrants represents the other aim of human smuggling 

laws. For national authorities dealing with human smuggling cases, 
the tension materializes as to what legal tools to use, how to 

differentiate between different people involved in human 

smuggling, and more generally how to mediate between the 
protection of national borders imposed by the state and the 

protection of migrants introduced by international law. This paper 

looks into the implementation of human smuggling laws in practice 
and aims to provide some insights into how criminal justice actors 

involved in the fight against human smuggling deal with such 

tensions in one Western European country, i.e. the Netherlands. 
Using semi-structured interviews with 15 respondents from the 

Dutch public prosecution service, the police and immigration 

service, as well as the result of a focus group with 7 leading 
prosecutors in the field of human smuggling, the paper provides an 

empirically grounded understanding of the assumptions underlying 

the merging of criminal law and migration (ócrimmigrationô) and 
the operation of the law in practice. Themes within the data suggest 

that the approach of the Dutch criminal justice system is influenced 

largely by the frames operating in the conceptualization of human 
smuggling (as a crime against the state or a crime against migrants) 

and the perceptions actors have of smuggled migrants (as victims or 

beneficiaries of human smuggling). The paper confirms the 
conclusion by recent studies that the crimmigration process does 

not represent a purely unilateral trend towards greater punitiveness 

and exclusion, but rather an interplay between competing and 
intersecting processes. 

Brothers in arms or partners in crime: on criminal liability for 

ñorganisingò the illegal border crossing during border crisis 

Magdalena Perkowska, University of Bialystok, Faculty of Law 

Since 2021 Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland have been facing an 
influx of refugees from the territory of Belarus. The Belarusian 

authorities fully control this migration. Refugees are forced to cross 

the border with neighboring EU countries. As a response Poland 
first imposed states of emergency and laws that allowed for 

immediate deportation of immigrants, even taking the form of 

pushbacks (Klaus, Szulecka 2022) and than constructed the wall 
along the Polish-Belarusian border.  Poland has taken actions 

against the migrants themselves, but also against those who try to 

help them. One form of these actions is the criminal responsibility 

for 'organising' the illegal border crossing, as required under the 

European Union's Facilitators Package. Therefore, the aim of the 

paper is to analyse the practice of punishing for "organising" the 
illegal border crossing based on  the case studies. Author presents 

the results of research on criminal cases from 2021-2022, which 

were pending before the courts in the Podlaskie Voivodeship 
directly bordering Belarus. The perpetrators, mainly foreign 

nationals, were charged with organising the illegal crossing of the 

border with Belarus. The paper tries to answer the question of the 
legitimacy of the charges in the light of binding criminal law 

provisions. Author wants to verify if this is just a common use of 

criminal law that is supposed to set standards of decent conduct, 
and to punish and mark collective disapproval of acts through their 

disregard of such standards. Or is it a policy of deterrence at the 

external borders, that means criminalising those providing lifts to 
help people reach their destination (Webber 2017). The paper also 

presents situations of overlapping of criminal proceedings with 

administrative proceedings on the obligation to return, which have 
been established in several cases. Such proceedings may run in 

parallel and affect the rights of the accused persons. 

Governing (through) rights at the digital border:  Migration 

management and ócrimmigration controlô in Nigeria Samuel 

Singler, University of Oxford 

This paper examines the International Organization for Migrationôs 

(IOM) new Migration Information and Data Analysis System 

(MIDAS) in Nigeria. The analysis is based on elite interviews and 
primary observational fieldwork in Abuja, Nigeria. In recent years, 

the IOM has assisted Nigerian Federal authorities with drafting new 

data privacy legislation to allow the Nigerian Immigration Service 
to process Advance Passenger Information (API) and Passenger 

Name Record (PNR) data at the border. These types of data create 
new challenges relating to data privacy, given the crime control and 

counter-terrorist logics underpinning their collection. This paper 

asks whether the development of data protection safeguards with 
reference to universal human rights provides an effective remedy to 

risks relating to migrantsô right to privacy. Drawing on the 

expanding literature on border criminologies, I argue that the 
expansion of the technical capacities of MIDAS to process API and 

PNR data has effectively resulted in the expansion of 

ócrimmigration controlô practices in Nigeria. Moreover, drawing on 
critical socio-legal studies, I argue that rights-based discourses do 

not operate as an obstacle to the further expansion of security- and 

crime control-oriented practices at the border. Instead, rights 
themselves have been co-opted as a mechanism óthroughô which 

security and criminal justice practices and technologies at the 

border have been legitimized and expanded. By drawing on a 
discourse of rights, the IOM not only legitimizes the expansion of 

MIDAS but also reaffirms a global hierarchy between modern, 

desirable rights-based practices at the border ð produced and 
diffused by Global North actors and international organizations ð 

and undesirable or underdeveloped bordering practices that differ 

from these Northern norms. 

Impact of 2016 - 2021 Policy Adjustments on the Mediterranean 

Sea Smuggling Industry Myrna Papadouka, Senior lecturer in 

Criminology, Middlesex University, London; Nicola 

Montagna, Middlesex University London; Giuseppe 

Serrantino, Middlesex University London 

The smuggling industry is a global phenomenon managed by 
individuals and institutions with varying interests. The industry 

operates across multiple spaces and stages, including the beginning 

of the journey, along the route, and at the point of arrival. Although 
migrants are often exploited along the way, they also rely on 

informal networks at each stage, particularly in the face of 

restrictive migration policies. The purpose of this study is to 
examine the impact of policy adjustments that took place in Greece 

and Italy from 2016 to 2021 on the smuggling industry in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Sea. These policy adjustments were largely 
driven by the 2016 EU-Turkey agreement, the 2017 Italy-Libya 

Memorandum of Understanding, and the Covid-19 related policy 

measures that tried to reduce mobility and influenced migration 
flows to Greece and Italy. The research is based on qualitative 

interviews with 20 Italian and Greek practitioners working in the 

field of irregular migration, including border officials, NGO 
workers and legal representatives. Findings indicate that the policy 

adjustments implemented by Greece and Italy had a significant 

impact on the smuggling industry in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. 
The Italy-Libya Memorandum of Understanding and the EU-

Turkey agreements led to modifications in the migrantsô journey 

arriving in Greece and Italy, resulting in a repositioning of the 
demand for smuggling services from certain countries to others. For 

instance, the Italy-Libya agreement resulted in an increased demand 

of smugglers operating in Tunisia whereas the EU-Turkey 
agreement reinforced the traditional ways of irregular movement 

based on the use of smuggling networks. The Covid-19 pandemic 

had a further effect on irregular migration. Even though it overall 

reduced migrant movements due to circumvent border closures and 

travel restrictions, it contributed towards the increase in the demand 
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for smugglers and the operational fees migrants had to pay for their 
services. 

Smugglers, facilitators, or criminalised migrants? Nicola 

Montagna, Middlesex University London; Myrna Papadouka, 

Senior lecturer in Criminology, Middlesex University, London; 

Giuseppe Serrantino, Middlesex University London 

A key actor in the international migratory processes is played by the 

smuggling industry, a world-wide and often misunderstood 
phenomenon which operates in a multiplicity of spaces and at 

different stages: at the beginning of the ójourneyô and along the 

route, when migrants need to rely on supporting networks to cross 
to cross borders and continue their journey. This industry also 

operates in a concatenation of loops involving different actors, 

including the so-called scafisti, as the migrants who pilot the small 
boats that transport migrants across the sea are defined in the public 

debate. While they are not technically part of the organizations that 

organize the trafficking, these pilots almost always involuntarily 
and forcibly participate in it by driving the boats that transport 

migrants by sea. Focusing on the Eastern and Central 

Mediterranean sea and relying on about 20 qualitative in-depth 
interviews with key informants based in Greece and Sicily, this 

paper aims to investigate the role of the so called scafisti in the 

smuggling industry and the process of criminalisation by the 
criminal justice system and in the public debate they undergo. It 

will be argued that this is a very complex phenomenon, in which 

the people who drive the boats do so for a wide range of reasons, 
including taking a passage on the boat they pilot, and are the last 

link in a much larger network, the vertices of which remain in the 

shadows. In addition, the paper will show that these people, far 
from being culpable for deaths at sea, are often also migrants who 

have been prevented from entering Europe, and who risk their lives 

to cross borders. 

036.  WCCJ Panel 2 ï Mothers, Motherhood and Criminal Justice 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Feminist 

Criminology 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 2 

Chair: 

Ana M. Mart²n, Universidad de La Laguna 

Participants: 

Gendered Resistance to Genocidal Violence: Mothers who 

Rescued in Rwanda Nicole Fox, California State University 

Sacramento; Hollie Nyseth Nzitatira, The Ohio State 

University 

While research has been conducted on male heads of household 
(i.e. men) who rescued others during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 

this study shifts the focus to women who engaged in rescue efforts 

during mass violence in Rwanda. To begin, this paper frames the 
case as one of gender and political invisibility in which women, 

mothers in particular, escaped recruitment to the genocidal 

movement due to their seemingly political invisibility and lack of 
communal power. This research relies on 51 in-depth interviews of 

women who engaged in ñmother-workò during the Rwandan 

genocide capturing three central dynamics of their labor: (1) the 
ways in which political invisibility, allowed them to engage in 

prosocial behavior that saved hundreds of lives, (2) importance of 

mother-work in rescue efforts through physical and emotional labor 
and (3) women rescuerôs invisibility in the aftermath of genocide 

more generally. To conclude, this research finds that political 

invisibility provided a social buffer between those engaging in 
ñmother-workò and those participating in killing groups in Rwanda. 

Our findings address implications for Rwanda, as well as research 

and policy pertaining to genocide human rights and gender equity 

in the aftermath of atrocity crimes. 

Rupture: stories of maternal incarceration kate louise o'brien, 

Durham University; Hannah King, Durham University 

The majority of women in English prisons (66% PRT 2019) are 

mothers and the primary carers of dependent children.  Many of 
these mothers have had children removed from the care prior to 

entering prison but many more are drawn into care-proceedings 

because of their prison sentence.  Inside prison, there is little, if any 
support or care for mothers who are left with an acute sense of 

despair, loss and isolation.   Many women will self-harm, self-

medicate or attempt suicide as a response to the maternal rupture 
they have experienced.  This paper draws on HMPPS funded 

research with incarcerated mothers who engaged in an innovative 

parental rights project delivered by a voluntary sector prison-based 
family support team in the north east of England (NEPACS).   The 

research involved interviewing 17 women, feminist participatory 

theatre with a group of 8 women, and interviews with 7 
practitioners working with women in prison.  The mothers in our 

study were unaware of their rights as mothers.  Some did not know 

where their children were residing or who was caring for them.  
Some didnôt know if they were able to write to their children, or if 

their children had been adopted.   In the first part of the paper, we 

reflect on mothersô accounts of maternal rupture, drawing on both 
interview data and findings from the participatory theatre 

workshops (in collaboration with Open Clasp Theatre Company).  

In the second part of the paper, we explore some of the broader 
questions our research raises and connect with feminist debates 

concerned with the harms of maternal imprisonment. 

(Un)Motherhood, madness and crime: pathologising courtroom 

discourses in cases of infanticide in Argentina Bel®n Mattos 

Casta¶eda, Durham University 

Historical criminological studies in Argentina have shown that 

since the twentieth century, there has been a close identification of 

the crime of infanticide with madness. From ópuerperal insanityô ï a 
concept coined by positivist criminology ï to ópost-partum 

psychosisô ï the contemporary terminology ï, present-day criminal 

sentences continue to reflect the enormous influence of the medical 
discourse when debating the criminal responsibility of female 

defendants accused of causing the death of their newborns. The aim 

of this work is to determine how medical discourses regarding port-
partum psychosis continue to permeate the arguments of legal 

practitioners ï judges, prosecutors, and defence lawyers ï in the 

courtroom and the concrete impacts this has on the outcomes of 
cases of infanticide. This research argues that these discourses are a 

disservice to gender equality, as they deny womenôs agency by 

infantilising or pathologising their experiences, and perpetuate 
harmful gender biases that link the rejection of motherhood with 

mental health issues. This is a qualitative study and the method 

employed is critical discourse analysis of two recent sentences from 
different jurisdictions in Argentina. This method will allow us to 

unravel implicit social judgments in court playersô discourses 

regarding women and motherhood, and to assess their impact on the 

judicial decision-making process and their outcomes in terms of 

discrimination against women. 

Victim-blaming in Adolescent-to-Parent Violence: The role of 

sexism and beliefs on parenting Helena Cortina, Universidad 

de La Laguna; Ana M. Mart²n, Universidad de La Laguna 

Adolescent-to-parent violence (APV) is a type of family violence 

that has recently increased in social and scientific visibility. Most 

research has focused on risk factors for victims, perpetrators, or 
their families to explain why some adolescents are more likely than 

others to engage in APV. However, a growing number of studies 

show that adolescent behavior and parental emotional responses 
emerge in a cultural context where parents are always deemed 

responsible for their childrenôs actions and where APV is seen as a 

result of parental failure. These social beliefs are internalized by 
APV aggressors and victims, as well as by practitioners, affecting 

their responses when parents seek help. The most frequent victims 

of APV are mothers, who often suffer from double victimization. 
This work analyses the impact of two variables on victim blaming: 
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the belief that APV is caused by poor parenting, and hostile sexist 
attitudes. The sample consisted of 435 participants from the general 

population aged 14 to 71 (M = 28.63, SD = 10.86), 33% of which 

were men. Participants voluntarily responded to an online 
anonymous questionnaire. The results of a linear regression analysis 

showed that victim-blaming can be predicted by the belief that APV 

is caused by poor parenting, and by hostile sexist attitudes [F(2, 
432) = 65.17, p <.01]. The R2 value was 0.23, indicating that 

22.8% of the victim-blaming can be explained by these two 

variables. The unique variances were 13% for the belief that APV is 
caused by poor parenting, and 5.6% for hostile sexist attitudes, with 

the shared variance being 4.2%. Results are discussed in terms of 

their theoretical and practical implications. 

Obstetrical Violence at the Time of COVID-19: a new form of 

gender-based violence? Palmina Caruso, University of Milan; 

Emma Flutti, Universit¨ Vita-Salute San Raffaele; Giulia 

Moretti, Universit¨ Vita-Salute San Raffaele; Federico 

Pacchioni, Vita-Salute S. Raffaele University; Carolina 

Passani, Universit¨ Vita-Salute San Raffaele; Guido Travaini, 

Vita-Salute S. Raffaele University 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the widespread yet 

under-explored phenomenon of obstetric violence by restricting 
women's rights to health and reproductive health through policies 

and laws whose stated purpose was to address the health emergency 

(Yakovi Gan-Or, 2020).  The escalation of mistreatment and abuse 
of pregnant women around the world has brought the phenomenon 

into sharper focus. This presentation aims to investigate from an 

exquisitely criminological point of view the salient aspects that 
marked obstetrical violence, starting from a legal and sociological 

framing of the phenomenon.Key words: obstetrical violence, birth 

solo, pregnant women, Covid-19, pandemic 

037.  Dead bodies in space and time: The significance of human 

remains after atrocity crimes and in war 

Topic 7: Comparative and Historical Perspectives/Transnational 

Crime and Justice 

Pre-arranged Panel 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 3 

This panel will delve into the complex and multifaceted nature of dealing 

with human remains in the aftermath of armed conflicts and atrocities. The 
aftermath of violent conflicts invariably leaves behind a trail of deceased 

bodies. These bodies are often displayed in the media, used as bargaining 

chips in prisoner exchanges, concealed in mass graves, and serve as focal 
points for forensic investigation and efforts toward reconciliation. The 

treatment and perception of these human remains raise critical questions that 

cut across various fields of study, including sociology, anthropology, forensic 
science, and international relations. This panel aims to engage with these 

questions and explore the diverse ways in which the bodies of the deceased 

are perceived, treated, and understood in different temporal and spatial 
contexts. We will examine how the perception of the dead evolves as they are 

viewed as cultural objects, protected persons, or instruments in international 

politics and societal reconciliation. Panellists will draw on their 
interdisciplinary expertise to illuminate the complexity of dealing with human 

remains in the aftermath of armed conflicts and atrocities. 

Chair: 

Welmoet Wels, Groningen University 

Participants: 

Dead bodies in time: international law on the dead of war in the 

context of historical scholarship Welmoet Wels, Groningen 

University 

The news shows us photos of dead bodies abandoned on the streets, 
satellite images of mass graves with human remains, and footage of 

carefully maintained cemeteries. Even though the laws of warfare 
and human rights prescribe how the bodies of the dead of war must 

be treated, in reality, it is often not done so and is marked by 

contradiction and emotional response. Treating the dead of war is 

not only an issue of law. It is a convergence of battlefield realities, 
international politics, morality and spirituality. Both now and in the 

past, the fair treatment of the dead of war has therefore been the 

subject of much intellectual reflection and scholarship on the right 
way to deal with dead bodies in times of violent strife. This paper 

investigates this intellectual history of the fair treatment of the dead 

of war. Faith-based ójust warô theories have justified brutal 
behaviour towards the dead in the past. Secular thought by 

philosophers and military strategists tended to focus on the practical 

implications on the ground to inform the correct way to deal with 
the bodies of the dead. Cognisant of these struggles, scholars have 

attempted to harmonize various interests and views by proposing 

proper legal doctrine about the right way to treat the dead in armed 
conflict. Connecting scholarship from world history with current 

international law on the dead, the paper builds historical-intellectual 

context around a question that the international legal community 
still struggles to answer today: what is the rightful treatment of dead 

bodies of war? 

Human Remains as Cultural Property in War Ronald Alcala, US 

Military Academy West Point 

The proper treatment of soldiers killed in war has been a subject of 

concern throughout human history. Ancient epics, such as the Iliad 

and the MahǕbhǕrata, devote considerable attention to the treatment 
of slain warriors by their enemies. In more recent conflicts, the care 

and handling of war dead continues to remain a subject of much 
interest. International humanitarian law has developed to 

incorporate rules protecting the bodies of war dead from indignant 

acts, mutilation, and other disrespectful treatment. Significantly, the 
bodies of war dead are not the only human remains that can be 

found in areas of active armed conflict. This paper takes a broader 

view of the subject of human remains in armed conflict. In 
particular, it examines the obligation of armed forces to respect 

human remains under international humanitarian law, the lex 

specialis of armed conflict. In some cases, the human remains at 
issue could be dozens, hundreds, or even thousands of years old. 

How should these remains be treated in armed conflict? What 

obligation, if any, do state armed forces have to respect and protect 
these dead? Could mortal remains, such as those of historic or 

cultural figures like national heroes or saints, even constitute 

cultural property for purposes of international humanitarian law? 
This paper concludes by exploring the possibility that some mortal 

remains could constitute cultural property and that, as cultural 

property, they would be entitled to heightened protections in armed 
conflict. The paper will discuss the definition of cultural property 

provided in the 1954 Hague Cultural Property Convention and will 

examine human remains as both civilian and cultural objects. 
Among other examples, the paper will discuss the theft of Prince 

Grigory Potemkinôs body from a Ukrainian church by Russian 

officials. 

Advancements in Technology for the Efficient Management of 

Human Remains Megan Bassendale, Forensic Guardians 

International 

Management of human remains is a critical aspect of emergency 

response and criminal investigations. Managing and identifying 

human remains is essential for providing closure for families and 
carrying out justice for victims. The use of technology can aid in 

efficiently managing human remains to enhance traceability, 

preserve the continuity of evidence, and enhance medico-legal 
expertsô ability to analyze and identify human remains. This 

research looks at advancements that allow digital technology to 

facilitate the tracking of human remains and evidence through time 
and space. Using QR codes on body tags, grave markers, and 

mobile apps enables recording the location and movements of the 
remains, which is critical in chain of custody and forensic 

investigation efforts. Unique identification codes enable tracking 

across various stages of the investigation process, including 
recovery, transportation, analysis, storage, and final disposition. 

Geo-location information can be collected using GPS technology or 

other location-based services, allowing for accurate and reliable 
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data on the location and movement of the remains. Digital imaging 
can also create detailed and accurate records of the remains, aiding 

identification. Mobile applications facilitate the standardized 

capture of data on human remains and associated evidence, 
ensuring that critical information is captured and preserved as 

evidence. Together, these technologies enable the efficient and 

accurate management of human remains while preserving the 
continuity of evidence throughout the process. This paper explores 

the potential of these tools to support the efficient management and 

identification of remains and associated evidence and samples. By 
integrating appropriate technologies into managing human remains, 

the continuity of evidence is ensured, and the accuracy and 

efficiency of the investigative process are enhanced. Implementing 
these technologies can lead to significant improvements in 

managing human remains, ultimately aiding in providing closure 

for families and carrying out justice for victims. 

Bodies, place, space: situating forensic investigation after atrocity 

crimes Robyn Gill-Leslie, University of Oslo 

Scholarship on death and dead bodies ï particularly after atrocity 

crimes - highlights the growing importance of the link between the 
living and the dead as a key aspect of socio-legal approaches to 

forensics. Drawing attention to the enmeshed engagement between 

survivors of, and victims of atrocity, brings not only the physical 
body forward as a unit of analysis, but the physical body in relation 

to other bodies (both living and dead) becomes a key part of 
forensic investigation. This presentation extends this discussion to 

include not only bodiesô relationships to each other; but bodiesô 

relationship to physical space and time, as a critical aspect of 
forensic inquiry after atrocity. To consider forensic investigation 

after atrocity as ñembodiedò has been raised by concepts such as 

forensic humanitarianism and forensic civism ï this presentation 
suggests that forensic investigation could be similarly ñsituatedò 

inside place and time. By viewing forensic investigation as both 

embodied and situated, moving through bodies but also crossing a 
variety of spaces, alternative understandings of the role these 

investigations can play in truth recovery after atrocity are brought 

forward. Understanding of place and space during forensic 
investigation ï alongside the mechanics of death and dead bodies ï 

presents an opportunity to make the medico-legal investigation of 

death more culturally relevant to communities who are entangled in 
atrocity crimes. But equally importantly, this approach allows for 

forensic investigation to be seen as a conduit rather than an end-

point of information. This approach highlights the multi-directional 
flow of information during forensic investigation, unsettling the 

asymmetry between expertise and experiential knowledge. By 

considering forensic investigation from a transcorporeal 
perspective, it becomes porous and entangled with the ñrealò world 

ï resulting, potentially, in more relevance to it. 

Contextualising the dead: documenting civilian deaths in Iraq 

2003-2023 Lily Hamourtziadou, Birmingham City University, 

Iraq Body Count 

How many Iraqis have been killed in Iraqôs 2003 invasion and its 
long-drawn-out, bloody aftermath? A handful of rigorous efforts 

attempted to estimate a ótotalô number of Iraqi deaths, including 

some that briefly captured the headlines, but these provided only 
snapshots, rather than the continuous monitoring and updating that 

a long war requires. When it comes to recording deaths, the 

appropriate question is who died, not merely how many. Each of 
the 210,166 civilians whose deaths Iraq Body Count has 

documented from March 2003 to March 2023 had a name; each was 

an individual, a family member with a role in the community, a 
painful loss now commemorated in an online public database, an 

incident scribbled in a recorderôs notebook. The history of war is 
often told from the top down, analysing dilemmas facing presidents 

and prime ministers, charting strategies and tactics, triumphs and 

failures. Yet the one consequence of all wars is the abrupt ending of 
life en masse. Telling a story of war from the bottom up uncovers 

patterns of harm, lends weight to advocacy against the use of 

certain weapons or tactics, and illustrates how the acts of the 

powerful affect the powerless. Meticulous, ongoing casualty 
recording enables us to see wars through the lens of civilian 

suffering and loss. This victim-focused paper, based on the 

documenting of civilian deaths in Iraq by the NGO Iraq Body 
Count, takes a human security approach and explores casualties in 

10 contexts: invasion, insurgency, war crimes, society, victim 

demographics, drone warfare, family, identity, an online database 
and a researcherôs logbooks. Set in each context, the war dead 

acquire different significance and meaning, highlighting 

understandings of loss. They become tools for conflict evaluation 
and resolution, adding pieces to the puzzle of war, to a more 

complete memory of a conflictôs securityscapes. 

038.  Cross-National Correlates of Crime: Macro Perspectives 

Topic 7: Comparative and Historical Perspectives/Cross-National 

Comparisons of Crime and Justice 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 4 

Chair: 

William Alex Pridemore, Department of Sociology, University of 

Georgia 

Participants: 

Crimes committed against women: a comparative study of gender 

and sexual violence in Spain, Italy, and Germany from a 

criminological perspective. NURIA FERNĆNDEZ 

FERNĆNDEZ, Universidad de Granada; Miguel Ćngel Cano 

Pa¶os, Universidad de Granada; Raffaella Sette, Universit§ di 

Bologna 

Since the UN conference for the elimination of discrimination 
against women, much progress has been made in the world and 

especially in Europe in the fight against structural violence against 

women. The answer has not been unanimous from all the member 
countries of the European Union and this work arises to compare 

the different answers that have been given from Spain, Italy, and 

Germany. To do this, it was necessary to compare the data on 
crimes committed against women: crimes of gender violence and 

sexual violence. Thus, it was possible to analyse the effectiveness 

of gender-specific crimes in the fight against violence committed 
based on sex. This makes it possible to point out not only 

similarities and differences, but also the strengths and weaknesses 

of each legislation and the preventive and treatment tools so that 
some can be nourished by others. 

The Criminal Costs of Markets: Do Market-Oriented Societies 

Suffer Higher Violence Rates? William Alex Pridemore, 

Department of Sociology, University of Georgia 

Poverty and inequality are frequently found to covary with national 

homicide rates. Multiple theoretical traditions equate this with the 

vagaries of market-oriented societies. A similar proposition 

suggests institutional imbalance resulting from market dominance 

over pro-social institutions results in higher crime rates. Some 
traditional theoretical claims and recent empirical findings, 

however, suggest market expansion may reduce crime and violence. 

Elias argued economic interconnectedness increases sensitivity to 
others and demands stable societies. Durkheim maintained that 

division of labor and greater integration require a dynamic 

equilibrium that produces fewer offenses against property and the 
person, especially with the concomitant development of a religion 

of humanity that privileges the sanctity of the individual. Recent 

empirical evidence from criminology and economics reveals that 
greater trade is associated with lower national homicide rates and 

that market-oriented societies are more averse to unethical 
behavior. We studied the criminal costs of markets by examining 

the association between market orientation and national homicide 

rates. We used data for 1990 to 2020, obtained national homicide 

rates from the World Health Organizationôs Mortality Database, 

employed the Fraser Instituteôs Economic Freedom of the World 
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index to measure market orientation, controlled for all common 
structural covariates of homicide rates, and employed pooled cross-

sectional models to estimate effects. We will present our findings at 

the conference. 

War Economies and Postwar Crime ï Examining the Connections 

Jose Alberto Salguero Rivera, University of Marburg; Sabine 

Kurtenbach, German Institute for Global and Area Studies; 

Angelika Rettberg, Universidad de los Andes; Gabriel Rosero, 

University of Goettingen 

How do war economies and conflict resources impact postwar 
violence and crime? A general assumption is that the imprint left by 

war economies on societies, and institutions thwart postwar 

transformations and peace-building. However, scattered empirical 
evidence suggests a significant variation on the ground. In this 

article, we apply a mixed-methods research design to examine a 

sample of 42 postwar episodes. We focus on how war economies 

and rebelsô access to conflict resources shape postwar development. 

Due to the poor quality of comparable quantitative data across 

countries, we use a two-step approach. We first identify clusters of 
postwar societies with qualitative comparative analysis. Based on 

these results, a set of illustrative studies allows us to validate the 

different combinations of variables. Our results show no linear 
pathway from the war economy or the access to conflict resources 

to postwar crime and violence. Our findings suggest that the 

intensity and depth of postwar crime and violence depend on 
specific and dynamic combinations of political-regime and 

economic-state capacities, which operate as intermediating 

variables increasing violence when weak or 
mitigating/counteracting violence when strong. Our findings 

caution against fatalisticðeven deterministicðviews of war 

economies shaping postwar societies. Far from being doomed, 
countries emerging from war find opportunities to strengthen 

democratic participation and diversify state presence. In this sense, 

our findings confirm the long-held notion that peace-building, as 
well as postwar crime and violence, amount, to a large extent, to a 

question of building strong, capable, and inclusive institutions or 

not. This message is aimed at scholars and policymakers alike. The 
prevailing division of labor between those studying armed conflict 

and those examining crime and violence is counterproductive. 
Doing so fails to draw much-needed mutual and cross-fertilizing 

lessons between different contexts. 

What does the past weigh? An assessment of how historical 

legacies determine attitudes to surveillance Francesca 

Menichelli, University of Surrey; Daniel McCarthy, University 

of Surrey 

In recent years, online surveillance has been at the centre of several 

important controversies, from the revelations made by Edward 
Snowden in the summer of 2013 disclosing the bulk collection of 

data by the NSA and national security agencies in the Five Eyes 

Club, to the scandals surrounding the work of Cambridge Analytica 
and the Pegasus spyware. However, surveillance is not new; quite 

the contrary, scholars have long argued that it is central to claims 

around citizenship, belonging and ultimately to statehood. So far, 
criminology has only been marginally involved in these debates, 

mostly with a specific interest in how surveillance technologies 

have transformed crime control. However, a vast body of cross-
disciplinary literature has emerged that explores the rise of what has 

been called the ósurveillance societyô, both theoretically and in 

terms of its impact on almost all aspects of contemporary life, 
including but not limited to work, leisure, and the home. With the 

outbreak of COVID-19, surveillance has become even more 

normalised and there are concerns that one of the legacies of the 
pandemic will be the further reinforcement of the surveillance state. 

While there is a relatively large literature on what people think 
about the use of surveillance, we know little about which factors 

can explain cross-country variations in public opinion on the 

subject. This paper aims to build on this body of work by assessing 
the role that historical legacies have in determining attitudes to state 

surveillance; more specifically, the paper explores whether, and to 
what extent, a past history of secret surveillance carried out by the 

state affects current public attitudes to it. 

039.  Uncovering Disparities in Criminal Sentencing 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Courts and Sentencing 

and Penal Decision Making 

Pre-arranged Panel 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 5 

This pre-arranged panel will focus on the topic of unequal sentencing in the 

criminal justice system. Experts in the field will present their research 

findings, including quantitative and mixed methods studies, from the UK, 
Czech Republic, and Israel. The discussion will cover the root causes of 

disparities in sentencing and their impact on the more extensive criminal 
justice system and offer recommendations for reducing inequalities and 

promoting fairness in sentencing decisions. This panel will be of interest to 

those working in criminal justice, scholars, policymakers, and anyone 
concerned about the impact of sentencing disparities on justice and equality. 

Chair: 

Jonathan Hasson, University of Oxford, Faculty of Law, Centre 

for Criminology; University of Haifa, Faculty of Law 

Participants: 

5. Circumventing mandatory minimum sentences through legal 

representation: A mixed methods study of drunk driving 

offences Jonathan Hasson, University of Oxford, Faculty of 

Law, Centre for Criminology; University of Haifa, Faculty of 

Law; Abraham Tennenbaum, Sapir Academic College 

Most common law nations impose minimum sentences for drunk 
driving. Israel introduced a mandatory minimum law in 1995 

requiring a twoïyear license disqualification regardless of 

intoxication level. In theory, the new law allows minimal room for 

deviation. In practice, however, our study demonstrates that the law 

in action has diverged significantly from ñblackletter law.ò Through 

an integrated historical, quantitative, and qualitative analysis that 
follows the law from its inception to the present day, we explore the 

root causes of this deviation and the mechanisms of circumvention. 

Based on quantitative data collected on drunk driving cases 
between 2008 and 2022 and a survey of professionals specializing 

in traffic law, we highlight how the lawôs perceived harshness has 

contributed to plea bargains becoming the normative means of 
circumventing the law. This circumvention undermines the lawôs 

original intention, that is, uniformity, proportionality, and equity in 

sentencing. Multiple variables including appearances in court, legal 
representation, jurisdiction, and the judgeôs identity result in 

comparably guilty defendants receiving different sentences. Given 

these disparities, we propose replacing the current minimum 
sentence with a graduated minimum based on intoxication levels; 

limiting prosecutorial and judicial discretion; and providing court 

date reminders and public counsel to minimize harm to vulnerable 
populations. 

Modelling Sentencing Discrimination: Pitfalls and Solutions Jose 

Pina-S§nchez, University of Leeds 

Observational studies exploring unwarranted disparities in 

sentencing are well-known to be affected by confounder bias 

because of the difficulty to control for all legitimate case 
characteristics considered by judges. However, other assumptions 

are also commonly violated in sentencing research and tend to be 

ignored. We should also consider how controlling for racially 
defined case characteristics (such as bail or criminal history) will 

likely lead to post-treatment bias, while ignoring non-convictions 

could lead to selection bias. In this paper we suggest a series of 
guidelines to improve the modelling of unwarranted disparities in 

sentencing, and a sensitivity analysis framework to facilitate the 

exploration of the robustness of estimates of disparities in the 

presence of confounder, post-treatment, and selection bias. This 

modelling framework is demonstrated through an application of 
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gender disparities in cases of shoplifting sentenced in the 
magistratesô court in England and Wales. 

Law or Policy? The Role of Authority in Criminal Sentencing 

Jakub Dr§pal, Charles University; Institute of State and Law 

of Czech Academy of Sciences; Libor Duġek, Charles 

University 

Background: We study the probability of imposing a fine in 

criminal cases in the Czech Republic, where legislation allows their 
broad use yet the actual use had been historically low. In 2016 and 

2017, the Supreme Court and the Supreme Prosecution ran a 

campaign aimed at increasing the probability to impose fine, which 
consisted of seminars for judges and prosecutors and of policy 

meetings of chief prosecutors. Research questions: To what extent 

can non-binding recommendations of authority of the supreme 
institutions shape sentencing policy within the limits of an existing 

legislation? We estimate the effects of these soft interventions on 

the probability to impose fines and investigate for spillover and 
substitution effects. Methodology: The dataset covers all criminal 

cases adjudicated between 2014 and 2018. We use the difference-

in-differences research design to estimate the effect of seminars and 
the before-after design to estimate the effects of policy meetings of 

the chief prosecutors. Results: The meetings of the chief 

prosecutors increased the probability to impose fines by 7 
percentage points, while participation by the judge in a seminar 

increased the probability to impose fines of that judge by 6 

percentage points. The interventions were identified to have 
strongly heterogeneous effect both at court and judge level. The 

increased imposition of fines substituted for suspended prison 

sentences without probation. Conclusions: Authority of penal elites, 
albeit non-binding, can be highly effective in changing the 

sentencing policy in the absence of any legislative changes. 

Trial in The Shadow of the Bargaining Range - The Sentencing 

Disparities Effect of Plea Bargaining - An Empirical Study 

Yosef Zohar, Western Galilee College, Department of 

Criminology; Jonathan Hasson, University of Oxford, Faculty 

of Law, Centre for Criminology; University of Haifa, Faculty 

of Law 

The ñbargaining in the shadow of the trialò model, which has 

dominated the legal literature for the last fifty years, argues that the 

decision to extend, accept, or reject pleas reflects the probable trial 
outcome. Model critics note that structural-legal and psychological 

factors often result in plea-bargaining outcomes that diverge 

significantly from trial outcomes, thus suggesting that the model 
requires modification. Our proposed model ñtrial in the shadow of 

the bargaining rangeò aims to better account for the relationship 

between plea-bargaining and trial outcomes. Specifically, our 
model explains why plea bargains catalyze a dynamic feedback 

cycle that leads to a continuous widening of the bargaining range 

and increased sentencing disparities in like cases. To test this 

prediction, we defined measures that have never been used in the 

literature to estimate punishment disparities. These measures are 
based on the sanction ratioð the ratio of sentencing severity in a 

plea bargain to expected trial sentence. Finally, we confirmed our 

modelôs predictions through an empirical analysis of 2761 cases in 
which defendants were found guilty of violating Israelôs law against 

aiding illegal aliens between 1996 and 2007, a period during which 

the rate of plea bargains increased. Results also suggest, contrary to 
the dominant model, that exogenous changes in the level of 

sentencing affect the sanction ratio. 

Utilising Data First to explore racial and ethnic disparities in the 

sentencing of children for drug offences. Ana Navarro Veiga, 

j.pinasanchez@leeds.ac.uk 

Studies have revealed racial and ethnic disparities in the sentencing 
of adults in England and Wales but research into the sentencing of 

children remains under explored. This study provides a much 

needed insight into the effects of race and ethnicity in sentencing 
disposals for children in England and Wales. It utilises a newly 

available dataset - DataFirst - to explore this issue. It will focus on 
disparities for drug offences, specifically on the offences of 

Possession, Intent to Supply and Supply - the same explored in 

Isaac's (2020) study which revealed 40% higher odds of custodial 
sentences for Black adult defendants and 50% higher odds for 

Asian or Other Ethnic adult defendants. It will employ logistic 

regression to examine the racial and ethnic effects on the different 
sentencing disposals for children and it will examine both direct 

effects and indirect effects via guilty plea and remand. 

040.  Immigration, crime & citizenship, Panel 6, Immigration 

detention and deportability. 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Crime Control and the 

Immigration System 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 6 

Chair: 

Cristina Fernandez Bessa, University of A Coruna 

Participants: 

Amenable to Removal: Ideological and Fiscal Incentives in US 

County Sherriffs' Entrepreneurial Approaches to Immigration 

Enforcement Daniel Stageman, John Jay College CUNY; 

Arlana Henry, Rutgers University 

With the exponential expansion of U.S. immigrant detention 

throughout the past two decades, scholars across a wide range of 

disciplines have argued that this phenomenon can best be 
understood within the broader context of the nation's turn to mass 

incarceration. While the preponderance of these studies provides 

clear evidence for the importance of the structural relationship 
between immigrant detention and criminal justice system 

incarceration, two fundamental administrative differences render 

immigrant detention the more sensitive of the two to economic 
factors. First, as a federal government function, immigrant 

detention levels are not directly related to local social trends and 

responsive functions of governance; second, the immigrant 
detention system relies far more heavily on private, for-profit 

detention providers and contractual relationships with county and 

municipal jails than regular criminal justice system incarceration. 
When examining the framework within which county and 

municipal officials make decisions about entering into detention 

contracts, however, many scholars have argued that ideological 
considerations are paramount. This project seeks to further existing 

analyses of the relationship between economic and ideological 

incentive structures for these decisions. 

Deportation on the grounds of selling sexual services in Finland - 

a challenge for identification of trafficked persons? Anniina 

Jokinen, European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control 

(HEUNI) 

According to Finnish Aliens Act, a migrant may be denied 

admittance or stay in Finland if there are reasonable grounds to 

suspect that he or she has been selling sexual services in the 
country. My paper is based on a recent study commissioned by the 

Finnish Ministry of the Interior which analysed how this legislation 

has been applied by the authorities in the recent years and whether 
it hinders the identification of victims of trafficking for sexual 

exploitation in Finland. The research data consists of the 

deportation decisions made by the police and border guards in 
2015-2021 on the grounds of selling sexual services as well as well 

as expert interviews and one survivor interview. Several researchers 

(e.g.  Marttila 2009; Vuolajªrvi 2019a; 2019b, Diatlova & Nªre 
2018), NGOs as well as the Finnish National Rapporteur on 

trafficking in human beings (2014) have criticized this specific 

grounds in the Aliens Act. Many suggest that fear of deportation 
does not encourage migrants to disclose their experiences of crime 

and exploitation to the authorities, while at the same time the police 

and the border guards struggle with the identification trafficked 
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persons, in particular victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation. 
This has further impact on the detection and investigation of 

relevant cases by the criminal justice system. My paper discusses   

the main findings and conclusions of the study based on the results 
of qualitative and quantitative analysis of the deportation decisions 

as well as semi-structured expert interviews with authority 

representatives and NGOs. 

Gender (in)equality and the obsolescence of immigration 

detention: paradoxes from the field Ana Ballesteros-Pena, 

Complutense University of Madrid; Cristina Fernandez Bessa, 

University of A Coruna 

Women have always been a minority inside immigration detention 

centres in Spain. Reports and also academic publications have 

documented the discrimination and gender inequality that are the 
norm in these facilites. In the legislation ruling immigration 

detention centres, women and gender issues are almost absent with 

the exception of the categorization of women as ñvulnerableò 
groups but with no specific measures proposed. However, the 

increasing arrivals to the Canary Islands in the last few years, 

accompanied by the rising number of women and women with 
children, have started to change the landscape of detention in this 

geographic location: women are neither send to immigration 

detention nor deported. Instead, as they are labelled as 
ñvulnerableò, they are sent to a more humanitarian and better 

equipped facilities. However, in the functioning of these facilities, 

gender stereotypes and roles are mobilized and (re)produced. In our 
paper, we will argue that the attention to gender inequalities in 

relation to border control is leading to the decline of immigration 

detention for women. But, this process is based on the movilization 
of very traditional gender roles (victimhood, motherhood, etc.) and 

stereotypes (trafficked, misled, etc.) by authorities and also the 

NGOs (which are taking an increasing prominent role in 
humanitarian centres). Thus, although these traditional roles work 

as ñprotective factorsò preventing detention, they also reinforce 

gender stereotypes, preventing from achieving real gender 
transformative goals. 

The Detention Crisis: Versatility, Expendability and Plasticity in 

the Field of Immigration Confinement Jose A. Brandariz, 

University of A Coruna; Ana Ballesteros-Pena, Complutense 

University of Madrid; Cristina Fernandez Bessa, University of 

A Coruna 

Studies on immigration enforcement and bordered penality 

frequently depicts immigration detention as a system of 

confinement enforced in closed, relatively opaque facilities and 
geared towards preparing the expeditious deportation of 

noncitizens. This notion is actually a synecdoche of the varied 

forms of immigration containment and the varying roles played by 
detention practices within immigration enforcement systems. This 

paper challenges this metonymic perspective by considering 

prominent changes taking place in the detention field across 
Europe, which can be cumulatively considered as the signals of a 

detention crisis. The paper explores the versatility of detention 

practices, which have made the detention system particularly 
resilient. Despite this resilience, though, the paper unveils and maps 

the crisis of detention-centric models of immigration enforcement, 

which manifests itself in the jurisdictions in which detention 
systems either are largely irrelevant or have been shrinking in the 

recent past. Additionally, the paper examines the consolidation of 

the hotspot archipelago in Mediterranean Europe, which has 
expanded the containment capacity of the immigration enforcement 

apparatus and made it increasingly plastic. Yet the hotspot system is 

in itself an additional manifestation of the crisis of detention-centric 
models of enforcement. After having scrutinised these different 

dimensions, the paper concludes by exploring the promises and 
pitfalls of the current detention landscape. 

041.  Developments in Juvenile Justice: Trends, Measurement & 

Law 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Juvenile Crime 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 7 

Chair: 

Mağgorzata Dziewanowska, Faculty of Law and Administration, 

University of Warsaw 

Participants: 

Approach to child offenders from the perspective of the Czech 

criminal law and its development tendencies Michaela Trtkova, 

Masaryk university 

Czech criminal law is in a way friendly towards juveniles and 
criminal proceedings with them is corresponding with the principles 

of restorative justice. However, this is not a case of children, 

meaning persons under the age of criminal liability. The Czech 

approach is generally criticized by both international and domestic 

professionals because children lack some basic procedural rights 

available to juveniles. Nevertheless, the tides have been slowly 
changing considering the new law amendment, which is coming 

next year (following the development trends of other European 

criminal law statutes, e. g. the new French Juvenile Justice Act). 
The proposal dramatically alternates the current approach and the 

submission analyses its possible impact or if, even though it has a 

revolutionary nature, it can change the situation of child offenders 
for the better. Therefore, the submission describes the current 

situation in the Czech Republic and further analysis the possible 

impacts of the new legislative proposal and developments for the 
future. 

Juveline justice system in Poland - new law, old problems 

Mağgorzata Dziewanowska, Faculty of Law and 

Administration, University of Warsaw 

On September 1, 2022, after 40 years of the old act being in force, 
the system of supporting and resocializing juveniles in Poland was 

regulated anew. Many rules have remained the same, but new 

assumptions have been introduced that significantly change the 
essence of work with young offenders. At the same time, the 

legislator decides to introduce changes to the Polish Penal Code, 

which, among other things, lower the age of criminal responsibility 
for the most serious crimes and increase penalties. Does this mean a 

change in the model of juvenile justice from a guardianship model 

to a criminal control model? Is the new system to become a 
response to the new challenges of the present day? Are we not 

losing a human being by following the populist sense of social 

justice? Is there a revolution in the field of dealing with juveniles in 
Poland? In my presentation, I would like to briefly show the 

recently introduced changes, as well as reflect on their validity in 

the context of the sources of juvenile delinquency and effective 
methods of preventing them. I will also refer to control systems in 

other countries, pointing to their strengths and weaknesses. As a 

practitioner working with young people, I would like to share my 
observations regarding the functioning of young people, their 

reactions to criminal punishment and the most common reasons 

why they commit crimes. 

Shortening the Dutch Youth Delinquency Survey Nikolaj 

Tollenaar, WODC; Joris Beijers, WODC; Andr® van der Laan, 

WODC (Research and Documentation Centre), the 

Netherlands 

The Youth Delinquency Survey exists since 2005 and measures 

self-reported juvenile delinquency for  general juvenile and young 

adult populations. It consists of 250 to 300 items, covering both 
,perpetration and victimization of delinquency as well as risk and 

protective factors in various domains of functioning. Up until now, 

it was administered using computer assisted personal interviewing. 
In order to cut costs and increase the sample size, it became 

necessary to develop a shortened questionnaire suitable for online 

administration by mobile phone, tablet or computer. This means 
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that the survey may only take 20 minutes to administer. In this 
paper, we cover the methods, considerations and choices  in order 

to arrive at a shortened survey that still retains the most relevant 

information. For the empirical basis for selection of items, we 
explore (combinations) of earlier waves of the survey. 

Temporal trends in juvenile delinquency in the last decade: 

Analysis of police data in Navarre (Spain) Sandra Siria, 

Universidad del Pa²s Vasco (UPV-EHU); Miriam Marco, 

University of Valencia; Javier Fern§ndez-Montalvo, 

Universidad P¼blica de Navarra; čscar Learte, Polic²a Foral 

de Navarra 

Juvenile delinquency is a persistent issue that requires ongoing 
research to understand it effectively considering social and 

contextual changes. Measuring delinquency using local police data 

provides insight into the specific criminal landscape and enables 
comprehensive analysis to identify social and policing needs. This, 

in turn, can inform tailored actions to address the issue. This study 

examines police data on juvenile delinquency in Navarre, Spain, 
between 2011 and 2022. The analysis includes temporal trends both 

at the general level and for nine crime categories, with a particular 

focus on changes that occurred during and after the Covid-19 
pandemic. Official police records from 2011 to 2022 were used and 

information about author gender and age, type of offense, and date 

of commission was collected (N = 45,897). The age and gender-
specific distribution over the years was studied using descriptive 

analysis. Temporal models were then assessed for both overall and 
specific crime rates. ARIMA and SARIMA time series forecasting 

were used to fit monthly crime data and predict future monthly 

crime events. The crimes were mostly committed by males (85.9%) 
and the mean age of the authors was 20.08 years (SD = 2.65). The 

largest category of offenses was crimes against public health 

(drugs) (39%). While juvenile delinquency has generally increased 
over the last decade, the rate of increase slowed in 2022 after a 

notable spike in the last few months of 2020 coinciding with the 

onset of the pandemic. The study includes specific analyses for 
each non-linear evolving crime category and predicted crime data 

for each category are presented. Although 2020 and 2021 brought 

significant changes, understanding long-term patterns in different 
categories of crime is important for developing nuanced 

interpretations of juvenile delinquency. These findings can inform 

the design and planning of action and prevention strategies tailored 
to the local context. 

The justice system's response to school violence Dagmara 

WoŦniakowska, University of Warsaw; Jakub Orğowski, the 

Institute of Law Studies Polish Academy of Sciences 

School violence takes various forms. It can be violence between 

students, but also violence of students against teachers and tutors 
and violence of adults against children.  Conflicts of this type can 

often be (and they are) resolved by an educational institution 

without involving the judiciary.  It happens, however, that the 
student's behavior is also a crime (more serious beating, robbery, 

sexual violence, bullying) and then, according to Polish law, the 

school is obliged to report the case to the family court. So how do 
family courts in Poland deal with such cases? What information 

about the child and his family do they collect? What educational 

measures do they use? The presentation will discuss the results of a 
nationwide examination of court records. 

Monitor an regulate Youth Delinquency. The Case of The 

Prussian Authorities in the Years 1825-1849. Kira KeÇler, 

University of Siegen; Michael Rocher, University of Siegen 

Historical research on juvenile delinquency has so far been 
dominated by analyses of the situation in Great Britain and the 

USA, where important reforms at the beginning of the 19th century 

are pertinent. It is relatively unknown that juvenile delinquency also 
became a state-recognised problem in Prussia at almost the same 

time, which was to be dealt with through education. Institutions for 

the education of delinquents were founded from 1825 onwards.. 

This measure did not stand alone, however, but was also flanked by 
an extensive reporting system on juvenile criminals throughout the 

Prussian state by the Prussian Ministry of Culture from 1825 

onwards. By means of so-called rescripts, the ministry demanded 
annual reports from all regional councils from 1825 onwards with 

comprehensive information on crimes committed during 

adolescence. The special living circumstances, educational 
conditions and family circumstances of juveniles up to 16 years of 

age were to be reported, as well as measures or sanctions already 

implemented. This was justified with the intention to get an 
overview in order to be able to use the best means against 

delinquency of young people. The information sent to the ministry 

is so detailed that it allows for more precise analyses of penal 
practices and the assessment of juvenile delinquency in Prussia at 

the beginning of the 19th century. It can be reconstructed how 

juveniles were to be punished or (compulsorily) educated 
depending on an offence, on their family and on particular 

individual characteristics. In our lecture, we would like to present 

the first of these analyses to show how juvenile delinquency 
became a virulent problem in this period, even outside the English-

speaking world, to which both punitive and educational measures 

were intended to respond. 

042.  The Lost: Life and Legacy in Criminological Research 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Critical 

Criminology 

Pre-arranged Panel 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 8 

The issue of Loss is an important yet often overlooked one in criminology. 
This thematic panel, a precursor to a book currently being written, explores 

the stories, significance and symbolism of a series of individuals encountered 

by the authors in the course of their research activities. All these people have 
at least one unfortunate commonality ï over the course of their involvement 

or shortly after assisting us in research projects, they either died or became 

estranged during the periods that their lives intertwined with ours. We refer to 
these people as The Lost; and this panel is motivated to consider their lives 

and legacies for two key reasons. Firstly, it seeks to tell the stories of those 

who were lost to provide a posthumous voice to those who in life, were 
relatively unheard. These people lived on the periphery and their losses were 

not lamented in lengthy public obituaries. Indeed, these are losses that, 

outside and even inside their familiar circles, were likely met with ambiguity 
and expectation as much as they were surprise and mourning. Their 

narratives, whilst individually unique, carry powerful messages about the 

society in which we live and shed light upon those harmful processes so 
seamlessly and sublimely woven into social life ï allowing us to frame their 

losses as both significant and symbolic. Secondly, it encourages us, as a 

community of academic scholars and researchers, to make greater sense of the 
loss we experience in our work and reflect on a number of key questions: 

How do we represent The Lost in our work? What ethical standpoint should 

we take in this respect? What does this say about us as criminologists? And 

crucially to what extent do the legacies of The Lost continue to influence us 

on a professional and/or personal level? 

Chair: 

Stuart Taylor, The Open University 

Participants: 

Fatigue and Fatality: Remembering Roy Stuart Taylor, The Open 

University 

Criminology often centres on a desire to explore, document and 

protect life with our research activities reflecting this through a 
focus on lived experiences. Yet a crucial aspect of this process is 

loss. Many criminologists are, for example, motivated by the losses 

they have witnessed on a personal or societal level. And within our 
work, loss can feature prominently, especially when we study 

harmful aspects of social life. This paper reflects on the life and loss 

of Roy, an individual I met, tracked and to an extent befriended 

during a research project focusing on the resettlement of prisoners 

in a Category B male prison in England. In doing so, it considers 
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Royôs feelings of fatigue after three decades of heroin use and 
interactions with the criminal justice system. Roy continually spoke 

of just having óhad enoughô. But this fatigue was also evident in 

those surrounding Roy ï his family and those criminal justice 
professionals with which he was engaged. It was also apparent in 

those academics involved in this research and subsequently 

influenced how Royôs story was presented in their works. Here 
then, fatality is considered in relation to fatigue, which is framed as 

an indicative characteristic of the structural violence running 

throughout the circuits of society. 

Beyond the grave and inside the pages: Ethnographic tales of loss 

and significance Daniel Briggs, Northumbria University 

A common feature often overlooked when it comes to writing up 

and publishing our work is the significance some of our participants 
have on it. Perhaps this is most prominently reflected in a tendency 

in many works to firstly direct appreciation to colleagues and 

influential seniors, then to the publishers before finally 
acknowledging the óparticipantsô. If we are honest, the sad reality is 

that data collection, particularly of the sensitive type associated 

with qualitative ethnographic work, works as a one-way process: 
we spend time with people, extract personal information from them 

as we gain their trust sometimes in very harmful situations and then 

we disappear to make the most of it. In some cases, soon after, the 
people with whom we immersed ourselves are harmed and some 

die. Nevertheless, we use that data for reports and publications that, 
on the one hand, do very little for the people we studied, but on the 

other, tends to advance our careers. Consequently, we benefit 

considerably more than the people we study. In this paper, I want to 
make a critical reflection on this imbalance and do three things. The 

first is to talk about some of the participants who I have come to 

know and help in the process of my projects who have since died. 
The second is to discuss some of the ways in which they have 

influenced the subsequent publications as well as the direction of 

my studies, academic career and life outlook. Lastly, a case is made 
for a more empathetic way of researching which advocates for more 

meaningful ways of both researching and supporting the people we 

study. 

Memory, Methods, and Mourning: Reflections and Questions of 

the lost participants Craig Kelly, Birmingham City University 

Quantitative research has often been decried for its depersonalised 

nature and inability to offer nuance. Alternatively, qualitative 
research has been recognised in the social sciences to offer, to 

varying degrees, the ability to contextualise the lived experiences of 

research participants more robustly. Despite this strength within the 
context of qualitative research there are still major limitations yet to 

be addressed within criminology and the social sciences more 

widely. Due to the nature of academic writing and publishing 
conventions readers are often presented with short snapshots of 

observation and quotes reduced from what has often been tens or 

hundreds of hours of field data. This is a major deficit within the 

qualitative line of enquiry, limiting the ability to draw robust 

conclusions around the wider context of, for example, offending 

behaviour. More importantly the current approach is both 
ontologically and epistemologically reductive, marginalising 

reflexivity in the latter stages of most research projects.  Within this 

presentation I will present the life history of a previously active 
organised crime offender who was murdered a few years after 

research was completed. The presentation will then pose some 

difficult question around the nature of social science writing 
conventions and most importantly, the reflexive nature of research 

in contemporary scholarship. This aims to reflect upon how the 

time spend with the research participant has changed the way I aim 
engage with research participants in the future. 

043.  Desistance and youth crime prevention 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Crime prevention 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 9 

Chair: 

Anna Matsukawa, University of Hyogo 

Participants: 

Desistance and social disability benefit in Norway Rune Olsen, 

Univercity of Agder, Norway 

This paper aim to provide insights to desistance and social 

disability benefit in Norway. Desistance is a complex phenomenon 
in which both agency and different social control attributes interact. 

Some have argued that the process is solely dependent on the 

process of change within the individual, others have pointed out 
that this cannot unfold without social factors and hooks for change 

in which the convict may build their new law-abiding identity. 

Considering this, some researchers have addressed the role of work 
in the desistance process. However, many individuals in the 

desisting category are not in paid work.  Instead, they are dependent 

on various public programs and economic benefits to make ends 

meet. This paper is addressed to explain the ambivalent desisting 

process for these individuals. Drawing on data from a qualitative 

research project in Norway, I explore what promotes and prevents 
desistance from crime, with a particular emphasis upon the role and 

impact of employment. Data involves semi-structured qualitative 

interviews with individuals who are desisting (or have tried to 
desist) from crime. According to my data the desisting respondents 

with a social disability benefit all respond that they have enough 

money to secure a decent way of living. I will present data from the 
respondentsô life stories, where other forms of recreational activities 

then work seems to be vital in the ongoing desistance process. What 

differ them from the respondents that is in work? The benefitted 
respondents go to different activities each week. One respondent 

attend programs and voluntary work each working day. This to be 

busy both in body and mind. Many of the same mechanism 
provided through work is in place, but the respondent does not get 

paid and can decide whether to go or not in consideration to other 

circumstances. 

Migration, belonging and identity in the desistance narratives of 

ex-offenders in England and Wales Merlinda A Bajo, Welfare 

Organisation Loerrach Germany 

This paper is a qualitative research on migration, belonging and 

identity in the desistance narratives of migrant ex-offenders in 
England and Wales. It analyses their role throughout the desistance 

process of documented and undocumented migrants. In the last two 

decades, desistance has become a well-established field of research 
within criminology (Glueck and Glueck, 1951; Bruner, 1987; Laub 

and Sampson 2001,2003; Maruna, 2001; Giordano et al. 2002; 

Gadd and Farrall, 2004; Farrall, 2004; Giordano, 2008; Healy, 
2010; McNeil, 2014; Maruna and Mann, 2019). The desistance 

literature has comprehensively explored how various components 

are central to the process of ceasing offending; these include age, 
familial ties, employment, education, social connections and social 

support, faith, preparation before being released, and future plans. 

In recent years, the prison population of foreigner offenders 
decreased from 14% in 2017 (Allen and Watson, 2017) to 11% , 

whereas the people of the minority ethnicities made 27% of the 

prison population (MoJ, 2019).  Thus, recent research has 
emphasised the specificity of the experience of migrant prisoners, 

both in the UK and across Europe (Bosworth et al. 2016). This 

paper further explores the ways in which migrants, their migration 
journey, their sense of belonging and their identity, shape their 

desistance narratives, as well as the importance of belonging and 

identity as factors in long-term abstinence from crime. The 
methodology used in this study, narrative interviews, analysed 

through thematic analysis allowed subjective self-reflexivity to 

explore migrantsô past experiences and bring an in-depth 
understanding of the desistance process of 15 male migrant ex-

offenders, both foreign nationals and foreign-born UK nationals. 

The relative importance of migration, the ófunctionalô sense of 

belonging and identification promotes migrantô desistance, and 

provides an innovative and thorough research on migrantsô 
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experiences as desisters. 

Juvenile Delinquency and Community Social Capital from ISRD3 

Data in Japan Anna Matsukawa, University of Hyogo 

Social factors greatly influence the safety and security of a 

community in that community. One of these factors is social 
capital. The author has quantitatively shown that the richer the 

social capital of a community, the lower the number of arson cases, 

the number of perceived crimes, and the residents' sense of crime 
insecurity. This study aims to clarify how local social capital affects 

juvenile delinquency and similar juvenile behaviors. Japan has 

participated in The International Self-Report Delinquency Study 
(ISRD) project since 2017 and conducted the ISRD3 study. ISRD is 

a large-scale international comparative research study currently 

ongoing with teams participating in more than 40 countries. Started 
in 1990, the ISRD is an ambitious international project that 

conducts standardized self-report questionnaires on delinquency 

among teens aged 12 to 16 worldwide and compares the results 
across countries. The ISRD3-Japan includes questions about the 

youth's home and behavior and the community in which they live. 

The ISRD3-Japan was administered at one junior high school in the 
Kansai area from December 2019 to February 2020. The survey 

was administered to first- to third-year junior high school students, 

ages 12 to 15. A total of 1,226 responses were received. 

Evaluation of a Finnish youth crime intervention model Teemu 

Juhani Vauhkonen, University of Helsinki; Markus Kaakinen, 

University of Helsinki 

In recent years, the Finnish Ministry of Justice has piloted a new 

intervention model for young people who have been suspects of 
several and serious crimes. In addition to crime prevention, the aim 

of the work is to promote social inclusion and wellbeing among 

targeted youths. The model is based on the Nordic diversion 
approach, and the aim is to intervene in the criminal behavior of 

young people with social political interventions instead of the mere 

criminal process. In the intervention, the support and services for 
the treated youths are collected in the same unit, and one 

professional is given an overall responsibility for the young person 

and their life situation. Furthermore, the young people are not only 
referred to the services but they are also guided to new activities 

such as sports and hobbies. In this presentation, I will utilize a 

mixed methods approach in analyzing the intervention model and 
whether it successful in helping the targeted young people. In the 

statical analysis, I will use a quasi-experimental research design and 

Finnish register data to estimate whether the model is effective in 
reducing recidivism and increasing social inclusion of targeted 

young people. In the qualitative analysis, in turn, I will explore 

young peopleôs past and current experiences of criminal justice 
system and the studied intervention model. Thus, the qualitative 

analysis produces information of factors that makes the intervention 

potentially a transformative experience.   Our main conclusions 
concern the role of comprehensive social policy interventions in the 

prevention of juvenile delinquency. However, interventions must be 

based on research, and young people must also be able to 
participate in their evaluation. 

044.  Publishing Organized Crime Research: Meet the Editors. 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Organized Crime 

Roundtable 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor - Fuligno 1 

The European Working Group on Organized Crime and Criminal Networks 

invites all members and conference participants to join this thematic session 

on publishing organized crime research. The main idea of the session is to 
focus on the opportunities and challenges regarding publishing organized 

crime research with our special guests, the editors of five scientific journals: 
The two main ESC-related journals (with a more general focus, including 

organized crime research): - European Journal of Criminology (Kyle Treiber); 

- European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research (Ernesto Savona & 
Alberto Aziani). And three more specialized journals: - Trends in Organized 

Crime (Georgios Antonopoulos); - Global Crime (Francesco Calderoni); - 

Crime, Law and Social Change (Wim Huisman). The session will deal with 
the following issues: - Pitches of the journals; - Experiences with submissions 

and doôs and donôts for authors; - Important developments (Open Data / 

Repositories / Open Access / Ethical Guidelines); - Questions from the 
audience. 

Chair: 

Edward Kleemans, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

Discussants: 

Kyle Treiber, University of Cambridge 

Ernesto Savona, Transcrime / Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore (Milan) 

Alberto Aziani, Transcrime / Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore 

(Milan) 

Georgios Antonopoulos, Northumbria University 

Francesco Calderoni, Transcrime / Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore (Milan) 

Wim Huisman, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

045.  WGEDP Panel 1. Illicit drug markets 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Drugs and Crime 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor - Fuligno 11 

Chair: 

Mark Monaghan, Loughborough University 

Participants: 

An Ethnographic Examination of the Glocal Drug Trade in 

Turkey Boran Ali Mercan, Ankara University 

Turkey has recently become a global drug trade hub  for cocaine 
from South America. However its growing domestic market and 

demand for cocaine, cannabis and other illicit drugs have never 

received a full academic attention and research effort. Relying on 
ethnographic data o a local drug enterprise in the capital, this paper 

demonstrates that the local drug trade tends to be structured as a 

field of struggle in which agents make affective investments and 
wrestle for material and symbolic rewards.Their search for 

recognition and an ethos of criminal cultural consumerism create a 

potential source of the conflict and dynamism of the drug business 
field. 

A social drug life: drug distribution in modern day society as a 

continuum between digital and physical relations Eirik Jerven 

Berger, University of Oslo; Silje Bakken, University of Oslo 

Societal developments greatly impact the way people sell and buy 

illegal drugs. Latest developments being closely connected to 
communication technology and the use of online and/or encrypted 

platforms. In this paper, we aim to merge the research divide by 

combining two data sets of qualitative interviews with 100 market 

participants in physical drug markets and online drug markets in 

Norway. We find that, across datasets, market relations vary in a 

continuum between being fully digital to fully physical. Some 
market participants communicate mainly through digital platforms 

and keep the physical meeting to a minimal or non-existing. Others 

utilize digital platforms to do basic communication and prepare for 
physical meetings that they appreciate. Lastly, some relations are 

purely physical and take place at parties, at school, or in bars. We 

find that participant's place on this continuum is varied and 
determined by the social networks they already have. Second, the 

interactions themselves matter for the establishing and maintaining 

of market relations. The importance of networks points to the 
relevance of social positions, whereas the importance of 

interactions points to the need for general social skills and the 
agency of actors. While affordances provided by communication 

technology and digital platforms enable action, and relations are 

influenced by the illegal nature of transactions - for instance by the 

significance issues of trust and risk have for market relations - the 

fundamental social nature of relationships lead us to conclude that 
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traditional market categorizations like online/offline, open/closed, 
or public/private may obscure the everyday life of selling and 

buying drugs. Despite technological advancements and new 

possibilities, buying and selling of illegal drugs are social events 
where relationships are the key factor to where and how the buying 

and selling take place. 

Can I pay with Bitcoin? Motivations for using cryptocurrencies in 

online cannabis markets Patricia Salda¶a-Taboada, University 

of Granada 

Cryptocurrencies, especially Bitcoin, are used in a wide variety of 
crimes. It is commonly assumed that the characteristics of 

cryptocurrencies are beneficial to all criminals, who will use them 
whenever possible. However, some of these have been questioned, 

such as their anonymity, which is really a pseudo-anonymity. The 

aim of this research is to find out what characteristics of 
cryptocurrencies motivate criminals to use them in their criminal 

activities. To this end, the use of Bitcoin in online marketplaces for 

cannabis and other derived products was studied. Online 
marketplaces based in Canada were approached to ask them about 

the reasons for implementing the virtual currency in their 

marketplaces or whether it was possible to use it in their 
marketplaces. Overall, the results show that most illegal 

marketplaces donËt accept cryptocurrencies as a form of payment. 

Specifically, on the one hand, marketplaces that accept 
cryptocurrencies do so for business-related reasons, such as a 

possibility to gain more customers by offering other forms of 

payment. On the other hand, markets that didnËt accept Bitcoin had 
not based their decision on their own convictions about the 

currency, as they made an exception if its use was insisted upon.  It 

can therefore be concluded that the cryptocurrency is yet another 
option for committing crimes. 

Liminal spaces, seasonal faces: challenging dominant drug market 

narratives via an exploration of naturally occuring magic 

mushroom markets George Simpson, University of Kent; 

Caroline Chatwin, University of Kent 

Background: This paper presents an exploration of naturally 

occurring Class-A magic mushroom markets in the UK. It aims to 
challenge some of the mainstream narratives about drug markets 

and to identify features of this specific market, which will extend 

our understanding of how illegal drug markets operate and are 
structured more generally. Methods: The research presented 

comprises a three year ethnography of sites of magic mushroom 

production in rural Kent. Observations were conducted at 5 
research sites over three consecutive magic mushroom seasons and 

interviews were conducted with 10 (8 male; 2 female) key 

informants. Results: It finds that naturally occurring magic 
mushroom sites are reluctant and liminal sites of drug production, 

distinct from other Class-A drug production sites due to their: open 

and accessible nature; lack of invested ownership or evidence of 

purposeful cultivation; and lack of law enforcement disruption 

efforts, violence or organised crime involvement. Seasonal magic 

mushroom picker participants were found to be a sociable group, 
often acting in a cooperative nature, and without evidence of 

territoriality or violent dispute resolution. These findings have 

wider application in challenging the dominant narrative that the 
most harmful (Class-A) drug markets are homogenous in their 

violent, profit driven, hierarchical nature, and most Class-A drug 

producers/suppliers are morally corrupt, financially motivated and 
organised. Conclusion: A greater understanding of the variety of 

Class-A drug markets in operation can challenge archetypes and 

discrimination in understanding drug market involvement, will 
allow the development of more nuanced policing and policy 

strategies, and contributes to the presentation of a fluidity of drug 

market structure that permeates beyond bottom level street markets 
or social supply. 

Mapping the UK image and performance enhancing drugs market 

on social media: Facebook and Instagram Nick Gibbs, 

Northumbria University 

This presentation will draw upon findings from a óconnectiveô 
ethnographic research project examining the use and supply of 

image and performance enhancing drugs (IPEDs) to present an 

overview of the market for these substances on the social media 
platforms Facebook and Instagram. Following an overview of 

recent developments in the global IPED market, a typology of 

sellers will be offered, detailing óUnderground lab representativesô 
and óIndependent resellersô. The distinctions and commonalities 

between these two seller types will then be highlighted. Analysis 

will then encompass the advertising and marketing strategies 
employed, interactions with consumers, financial transactions, and 

product shipping. Ultimately, the themes of accessibility, 

commercialisation, and digitisation will be explored, as well as the 
future direction of this burgeoning illicit marketplace. 

Characteristics and Illegal Distribution of Suicide-Related 

Substances in South Korea Sunhyoung Lee, Korean Institute of 

Criminology and Justice 

Over the past three years (2018-2020), South Korea has seen a rise 
in the use of substances for suicide attempts and self-harm, which is 

more prominent in attempts than in actual suicides. In light of this 

trend, the present study sought to examine harmful information 
related to suicide online and identify the drugs mentioned or traded. 

Data from portal sites Naver and Twitter were collected and 

analyzed. The results indicated that there were abundant posts 
related to sleeping pills on Naver, reaching 21,906 in a year. People 

were also able to share information on hospitals that easily 

prescribe such pills and their various names. On Twitter, the top 
mentions in the data collected under "suicide drugs" were 

"euthanasia drugs," "how to," and "buy," which point to the 

prevalence of the illegal drug trade on social media. The drugs 
mentioned include potassium cyanide, pentobarbital, and 

chloroform. In the data collected for "companion suicide," the 

anesthetic botulinum was the most frequently mentioned drug, and 

words such as "husband," "couple," and "murder" characterized 

suicides following the murder of a family member. Out of the 14 

substances mentioned in conjunction with "suicide" online, seven 
were narcotics, while five matched the types of suicide drugs that 

have increased in the last three years. These findings are linked to 

the recent upsurge in drug use in South Korea and emphasize the 
necessity for improved monitoring and enforcement of illegal drug 

distribution to prevent suicide and crime. 

046.  Advances in quantitative methods 4 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Quantitative 

Methods 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor - Fuligno 2 

Chair: 

Andrea Giovannetti, University of Cambridge 

Participants: 

GIS, Spatial Analysis and multidisciplinary-approaches to urban 

crime prevention: combining spatially-explicit ñbigò and 

ñsmallò data Miguel Saraiva, CEGOT ï Centre of Studies in 

Geography and Spatial Planning, of the Faculty of Arts and 

Humanities of the University of Porto; Teresa S§ Marques, 

CEGOT ï Centre of Studies in Geography and Spatial 

Planning, of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of the 

University of Porto; Diogo Ribeiro, CEGOT ï Centre of 

Studies in Geography and Spatial Planning, of the Faculty of 

Arts and Humanities of the University of Porto; Ana Amante, 

CEGOT ï Centre of Studies in Geography and Spatial 

Planning, of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of the 

University of Porto 

Planning agendas of territorial cohesion, innovation, resilience or 

sustainable development continue to give importance to urban 
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safety. Not only has the transition from reaction to prevention been 
instilled, it is also increasingly recognized that the processes of 

urban safety require the development of multidisciplinary 

approaches based on the articulation of diverse stakeholders. Such 
processes need to be fed by place-based, spatially-explicit 

knowledge on multiple-domains, because the concepts of safety and 

security are plural and the characteristics of places are deemed as 
important predictors of the spatial distribution of crime and 

insecurity. Indeed, the discourses that ñplace mattersò are now a 

cornerstone of environmental criminology, yet still only a few 
models conceptualize ñthe placeò as a cumulative aggregation of 

micro-geographical patterns and territorial specificities, when 

correlating with the space-time variation of crime occurrences. This 
is because knowledge on the use of spatial analysis with the support 

of Geographical Information Systems is still not widespread in 

many contexts, as well as the ability to access restricted data. 
Portugal is such a case when georeferencing and spatial analysis of 

crime have been scarce. This paper describes the efforts of an 

innovative research partnership between the University of Porto and 
Police Organizations to 1) treat and georeference crime databases 

and 2) use spatial analysis and spatial statistics to understand 

patterns and their association to morphological, functional, socio-
economic and perceptual variables of urban spaces and of those 

using them. This local-level multidimensional decision-support 

model, combines the use of GIS-based techniques and the analysis 
of ñbigò datasets, but it recognizes as well that ñsmallò, more local 

and sometimes more intimate information should not be 
disregarded in decision making. The creation of spatial profiles 

helps to display to stakeholders the dynamics of the city and help 

establish spatial determinants, thus supporting holistic and 
innovative public planning solutions. 

Legal socialisation and questionnaire development on policing for 

primary school-aged children in London, UK Amal Ali, London 

School of Economics; Kriszti§n P·sch, University College 

London; Jasmine Oware, London School of Economics 

Fielding surveys to primary school-aged children (6ï10-year-olds) 

regarding their attitudes towards police has multiple challenges. 

The questions must be easy to read and comprehend while 
maintaining the children's attention for the survey duration. The 

questionnaire also needs to consider how primary school children 

think about authority relations, in other words, their stage of legal 
socialisation. Finally, due to the location of the study (London, 

UK), it also needs to be sensitive to cultural differences and 

linguistic challenges (i.e., English is not the main language spoken 
at home for many children). In preparation for the óAwareness 

Academyô randomised controlled trial (an ongoing test of 

classroom-based intervention carried out by the police), our team 
designed and tested a questionnaire for primary school children. In 

this presentation, we will demonstrate how visual elicitation ï 

appropriately used ï can assist in capturing the attention of younger 

age groups. We will discuss how focus group-led cognitive 

interviews can be used to gauge children's understanding of and 
engagement with various questions and how these can be used as 

effective tools for questionnaire development. We will also outline 

online probing as a necessary method to assess whether the survey 
works in different modes of delivery (i.e., computers and tablets). 

Our results indicate that younger children (6ï8-year-olds) mainly 

engage with authority figures via their emotions, such as safety, 
happiness, or security but tend to allude to more complex 

constructs. Conversely, older children (8-10-year-olds) have a 

better understanding of certain aspects of fairness (distributive and 
procedural), trust, and effectiveness but struggled with the concept 

of legitimacy. We will finish our presentation by drawing 

conclusions regarding the generalisability of our results and to what 
extent the same or similar questions could be used internationally. 

Q-Methodological study exploring university students subjective 

attitudes towards oppotunities for individuals with criminal 

justice experience. Scott Kidd, University of Lincoln 

This study addresses the gap in the literature on undergraduate 
students' attitudes towards individuals with experience of the 

criminal justice system and their opportunities in higher education. 

Employing Q-methodology, 20 undergraduate students (mean age 
29.95, SD=9.63) sorted 25 statements representing five sub-themes: 

societal viewpoint, opportunities, university experience, personal 

significance, and attitudes towards individuals with criminal justice 
experience. Factor analysis identified four distinct perspectives: 

'inclusivity,' 'stigma,' 'equality,' and 'barriers.' The 'inclusivity' factor 

revealed that while participants expressed an outwardly inclusive 
stance, they harboured implicit discriminatory attitudes towards 

individuals with criminal justice experience. The 'stigma' factor 

demonstrated an understanding of the societal and educational 
barriers these individuals face; participants exhibited a more 

inclusive perspective based on their experience with individuals 

with criminal justice experience. The 'equality' factor exposed a 
contradictory viewpoint, with participants initially expressing 

equality though later revealing discriminatory attitudes. The 

'barriers' factor demonstrated an accepting attitude towards 
individuals with criminal justice experience and acknowledged the 

lack of university support. The study highlights the presence of 

implicit biases, discrimination, and stigma within university 
environments. It emphasizes the importance of fostering an 

inclusive and supportive atmosphere for individuals with 

experience of the criminal justice system, as it plays a critical role 
in their transformative process and desistance from reoffending. 

The study suggests that universities should address implicit bias, 
promote inclusivity, and implement contact-based interventions to 

encourage the development of a growth mindset among students 

and staff. This research underscores the need for continued 
investigation and action to support individuals with experience of 

the criminal justice system in their transformative journey within 

higher education. By cultivating an inclusive environment and 
providing opportunities for personal growth, universities can 

contribute to the successful reintegration of these individuals into 

society. 

The Anatomy of Organized Crime Andrea Giovannetti, University 

of Cambridge; Paolo Campana, University of Cambridge 

Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) constitute the backbone of many 

illegal markets and a threat to the well-being of people and 
communities. While wide-ranging non-network literature has 

explored OCGs and their activities in different settings, cooperation 

among OCGs has received very little empirical attention. For this 
study, we leverage police records from Merseyside (Liverpool, UK) 

to study the drivers of cooperation at the OCG level. The dataset 

utilised in this study contains all crime records for Merseyside 
Metropolitan County recorded by the police over three years (2015-

2018). Merseyside Police cover an area of approximately 650 

square kilometres and some 1.5 million people in the North West of 
England; Merseyside is also an area where the organised crime 

presence is particularly acute, recording the highest number of 

OCGs by population. The aim of the paper is two-fold: first, 
understanding the mechanisms underpinning partner selection at the 

group level; second, assessing the impact of cooperation ï and its 

breakdown ï on the neighbourhoods in which OCGs operate, 
including overall crime rate, drug markets and violence. The paper 

concludes with some policy implications. 

047.  Theoretical and Epistemological debates in Criminology II: 

Policy, Politics & Theory 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Theoretical 

and Epistemological debates in Criminology 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

3 

Chair: 

G¿nter Stummvoll, Institute for Conflict Research Vienna 
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Divided sovereignty and hybrid governance: Assessing the 

(de)civilizing process of the state of Trinidad and Tobago 

Melissa Mendez, Cardiff University 

Is there utility in extending theories of state legitimacy and 
civilizing processes ï theories which are grounded in European 

socio-criminological thought ï to post-colonial countries 

experiencing their own Criminological renaissance? This paper 
assesses the legitimacy of the post-colonial nation-state of Trinidad 

and Tobago. Trinidad and Tobago has a history of slavery, 

independence, financial security, and austerity. It is against the 
backdrop of the countryôs post-independence successes and failures 

that this paper discusses the rise of a radical Islamist group ï the 

Jamaat-al-Muslimeen (the JAM) ï which attempted a coup dô®tat in 
1990. The attempt failed, but this proved a turning point for safety, 

security, and legitimacy within the twin-island Republic. This paper 

argues that the impunity enjoyed by the JAM in the aftermath of the 
attempted coup dô®tat strengthened the groupôs power, both within 

the criminal underworld and with successive governments. Since 

1990, there has been an increase in the number of gangs within the 
country, an increase in the number of serious crimes committed, 

and a decrease in the support for state institutions, in particular, the 

police. This paper interrogates whether the concept of civilizing 
processes (in a Weberian and Eliasian context) is useful for 

analysing the state of the State, that is, whether the rise of the JAM 

was the catalyst for the delegitimation of the State of Trinidad and 
Tobago. Alternatively, the paper considers whether there are other 

more appropriate lenses of analysis that might be useful here, 

namely the concepts of divided sovereignty and the hybrid State. 

Policy constellations: a new approach for understanding the roles 

of knowledge, morality and power in policy-making on drugs 

and crime Alex Stevens, University of Kent 

This is a presentation of a new conceptual framework for 

understanding the policy process, which is developed in Alex 

Stevensô new book on Drug Policy Constellations (Policy Press, 
2024). It starts by discussing the strengths and weaknesses of 

existing theories of the policy process in two schools of thought. 
The first is neo-pluralist (e.g. Kingdonôs ómultiple streamsô, 

Baumgartner and Jonesô ópunctuated equilibriumô, and Sabatier and 

Jenkins-Smithôs óadvocacy coalition frameworkô). The second is 
post-structuralist (e.g. Foucauldian discourse analysis, Bacchiôs 

ówhatôs the problem represented to beô, and óontologically orientedô 

policy analysis). The presentation then describes a new approach to 
the study of how various forms of power and morality flow through 

loosely connected constellations of policy actors and ideas. It 

exemplifies the use of this approach to identify five ethico-political 
bases of drug policy making in the UK (compassion, traditionalism, 

paternalism, progressive social justice, and liberty). It shows how 

normative policy preferences are made into policy by policy actorsô 

concerted use of both political/institutional power and social power 

(e.g. economic, media, epistemic, and affective power). The 

presentation finished by illustrating the use of the policy 
constellations approach and mixed methods (policy ethnography, 

elite interviews, critical realist discourse analysis, and social 

network analysis) to create a constellation map and an explanatory 
critique of the process of drug policy making in the UK. 

The NYPDôs Policing Habitus & Fight for Control of the Counter-

Terrorism Field: A Bourdieusian Illustration Tara Lai Quinlan, 

University of Birmingham 

This paper applies and extends Bourdieuôs theories to examine the 

case study of the New York City Police Department (NYPD)ôs 
fight for dominance in the counter-terrorism field in the decades 

following the 9/11 terror attacks. The paper explores the resilience 

of the NYPDôs policing habitus, illustrating its embeddedness and 
the significant challenges of habitus change. It examines the ways 

Bourdieu contemplated how the habitus drives subordinate factions 

to seek to displace dominant factions in a fieldôs established social 
hierarchy through boundary-pushing practices, and applies these 

concepts to a criminological case study for the first time. The paper 
considers how the NYPD sought to displace the existing social 

structure of the counterterrorism field by using its aggressive 

policing habitus, an infusion of óWar on Terrorô capital, and novel 
counterterrorism practices to challenge the dominant position of the 

FBI. The paper draws on original documentary analysis of publicly 

available documents and confidential interviews. 

(Re)thinking óDesistanceô: Putting to work a Posthuman 

Materialist Framework to Reframe Desistance Samantha 

Reveley, University of Sunderland; Julie Ovington, University 

of West Scotland 

Desistance is an integral subdiscipline within criminological 

research that has influenced and shaped criminal justice policy and 

practice. Research findings provide the evidence base for 
developing interventions on pathways to, and processes around 

desistance and becoming an ex-offender (Weaver, 2019). In recent 

decades this area has grown exponentially, as scholars and policy 
makers recognise the importance of understanding the complex and 

intricate nature of desistance in order to effectively facilitate it. 

Despite progression, understandings of desistance remain 
entrenched by the compartmentalised and nepotistic nature of 

criminological theory which foregrounds óobjectiveô, linear 

explanations of crime and desistance. These approaches focus 
predominantly on when desistance occurs, and in doing so overlook 

deeper more nuanced understandings of why and how individuals 

initiate and negotiate their way through the desistance journey 
(Hearn, 2010). Giving rise to an Deleuzo-Guattarian (1987) entry 

point into ongoing debates to (re)think and (re)imagine the lived 

realities of the desistance journey with/in/alongside (Sellers, 2015; 
Deleuze and Guattari, 1987) materialist and Posthuman 

philosophies (including Barad, 2007; 2003; Bennett, 2016; 2010; 

Braidotti, 2011; 2006; 2006a; 2002; St. Pierre, 2013, 2010; 2004; 
1997). This research presents a posthuman-materialist framework 

with which to deconstruct binarized perspectives of desistance by 

shining an analytical spotlight on the metamorphic, fluid and 
interminable nature of being and becoming an ex-offender (van der 

Tuin and Dolphijn, 2010). Keywords: Desistance, post-humanism, 

new materialism, Deleuze and Guattari 

Public criminology and policing in urban space: Criminologists as 

facilitators of inter-disciplinary vocational trainings G¿nter 

Stummvoll, Institute for Conflict Research Vienna 

This paper discusses the profession of criminology as a facilitator 

between police and social service providers. First, I will revisit a 
recent inter-disciplinary training project that brought together police 

prevention officers and social workers to improve their cooperation 

in practice. In a 5-day workshop, participants exchange views about 
organisational structures, legal frameworks, "clients", and methods 

applied in daily work. Second, I will critically reflect on these joint 

trainings to discuss the role and function of criminologists, using 

the theoretical framework of public sociology, so prominently 

staged by Michael Burawoy in 2004: It will be possible to discern 

professional, critical, policy-relevant and public elements in the job 
of a criminological facilitator of joint professional trainings for 

police and social work. 

048.  EUROC 2: State-Corporate Crime 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/White collar Crime, Organizational 

Crime, Corporate Crime, Financial Crime 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

5 

Chair: 

Lieselot Bisschop, Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Participants: 

All is fair in love and war: corruption in arms exports and defence 

procurement. Borja Ćlvarez, The University of Manchester 
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Corruption has been long associated with the global arms trade. 
This presentation will explore how corruption appears within the 

arms trade specifically as a form of bribery. We will move on to 

discuss the arms trade-specific vulnerabilities that make it 
comparatively permeable to bribery-related practices. To do so, the 

focus will be on examining the implications of the (arguably 

legitimate) secret and classified nature of arms trade deals 
generally, and their expansive scope and technical complexity, as 

the two key corruption enablers within defence procurement. 

Lastly, the contemporary trends on corruption in arms exports that 
arose in the post-FCPA and Bribery Act 2010 environment will also 

be discussed. Specifically, we will highlight the role of trade offsets 

and their exceptional nature in defence procurement. While 
arguably defence trade offsets can often serve legitimate sovereign 

interests for importing states in the context of defence procurement, 

they can also be employed as a vehicle to facilitate corruption and 
secure bribes in those same deals. We will conclude by highlighting 

how problematic trade offsets can be in a context where traditional 

corruption and bribery were arguably starting to be successfully 
prosecuted (albeit with some high profile exceptions in the UK) by 

the relevant domestic authorities by adding further opacity to 

defence contracts, and making eventual prosecutions even more 
technically challenging. 

Looking behind the smokescreen: a historical analysis of the case 

of air pollution by the Dutch Hoogovens as a state-corporate 

crime Karin van Wingerde, Erasmus University Rotterdam; 

Sammie Verbeek, Erasmus School of Law 

Looking behind the smokescreen: a historical analysis of the case of 

air pollution by the Dutch Hoogovens as a state-corporate crime 
Abstract The Dutch Royal Hoogovens, currently known as Tata 

Steel IJmuiden, has been accused of emitting toxic substances that 

caused a higher prevalence of cancer in the proximity of the factory 
(Oldenbeuvng & Timmer, 2020). Both governance and state-

corporate crime literature analyzes the interactions between 

governments and companies to understand similar harms, yet from 
different perspectives. This paper answers to Van Erp and 

Almondôs (2020) call to integrate these perspectives, by applying 

the perspective of óstate-corporate crimeô (Kramer, 1990, as cited in 
Kramer et al., 2002), óresponsive regulationô and ótripartismô (Ayres 

& Braithwaite, 1995) to the case of the Hoogovens. To understand 

the different dynamics behind the regulatory pendulum, this study 
is based on an historical analysis of public documents, from 1918 

until the present. On this timeline, five periods of five to ten years 

around critical moments in the company history were highlighted. 
The preliminary results show that despite longstanding concerns 

from civil society about a healthy and safe living environment, the 

company and government have always acted in the interest of the 
company. In fact, government interventions show a tendency 

towards de-escalating and moving downward on the enforcement 

pyramid. This study concludes that in the neoliberal political 

system responsive regulation has been implemented in interest of 

the market, not society. These systematic shortcomings have 
created a óregime of permissionô that facilitates corporate harms 

such as the environmental and public health consequences in the 

Hoogovens-case. 

Neutralizing state-facilitated corporate crime. An analysis of 

governmental framing of a case of PFAS-pollution by 

DuPont/Chemours Dordrecht Sammie Verbeek, Erasmus 

School of Law; Lieselot Bisschop, Erasmus University 

Rotterdam; Abby Muricho Onencan, Erasmus School of Law ï 

Erasmus Initiative Dynamics of Inclusive Prosperity; Yogi 

Hendlin, Erasmus School of Philosophy 

Research on techniques of neutralization (Sykes & Matza, 1957) in 

white-collar and corporate crime demonstrates how both individual 

offenders as well as companies neutralize and rationalize 
committed crimes, as well as how they differ in these techniques 

from other types of offenders (e.g. Sutherland 1961, Cressey 1953, 

Coleman 1987, Benson 1985, Piquero et al 2005, Huisman 2010, 

Whyte 2016; Schoultz & Flyged 2020). These techniques have also 
been applied to human rights violations by state actors (Cohen 

2009). Cohenôs analysis shows seven techniques of neutralization: 

the original five as developed by Sykes & Matza (1957) - denial of 
responsibility, denial of injury, denial of the victim, condemnation 

of the condemners, and appeals to higher loyalties - and two 

specifically for state actors - denial of knowledge and moral 
indifference. However, the theory of neutralization techniques has 

not yet been studied in cases where the state is a facilitator rather 

than initiator of crimes, as in Kramer and Michalowskiôs (2002) 
concept of state-facilitated corporate crime. To fill this gap, this 

presentation applies the lens of neutralization techniques to analyze 

the framing by government actors in a case of industrial pollution 
which has perpetuated from the 1960s until today. The case focuses 

on the pollution of forever chemicals (per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substances), more specifically on PFOA- and GenX-pollution by 
DuPont/Chemours in Dordrecht, the Netherlands: chemical 

substances known for their persistence in the environment and 

toxicity. This study is based on an analysis of historic and 
contemporary documents, interviews with government officials and 

observations of public events. We aim to illustrate the relevance of 

applying neutralization techniques to a case of state-facilitated 
corporate crime for understanding drivers and conditions that 

historically led to the perpetuation of this harmful pollution and for 

drawing lessons for effective governance in the future. 

State-corporate crime & Private Military Companies: Current & 

Future Perspectives Stell aGELI, Panteion University of Social 

& Political Sciences 

Authors Stella Ageli Panteion University of Social & Political 

Sciences The extended use of private military companies (PMCs) in 
recent years, usually in conflict areas around the world, is not in 

dispute any longer. The US invasion in Iraq in 2003 where the ratio 

between US private soldiers / US army soldiers was 1 to 1 and the 

unprecedented presence of private armies in Afghanistan are both 

solid indicators of what the possibilities of this sector are. This 

development could lead us to the conclusion that the recruitment of 
private military companies has been normalized and has 

transformed this particular industry to a crucial partner in political, 

security and military affairs of a state. In the midst of this rapid 
growth of the phenomenon many concerns have been raised 

regarding the incidents of misconduct by these private actors that 

have been made public. A distinctive example is the killing of 17 
civilians in 2007 in Nisour Square in Baghdad by four employees 

of the well-known US private military company, Blackwater, which 

provoked huge reactions and criticism towards PMCs. The illegal 
behaviour by PMCs has been studied by criminologists and has 

been characterised as a state-corporate crime. Moreover, very 

important has been the finding that in most cases these crimes 
remain unpunished due either to political unwillingness or to 

insufficiency of laws. This presentation aims to examine three main 

questions relating to the current situation of the phenomenon of 
PMCs. Are still atrocities taking place during PMCsô activities? Are 

there any improvements as far as accountability is concerned? And 

finally the most important, if this rapid growth of PMCs continues 
then what do we have to expect? 

049.  The variety of money laundering: empirical research and 

criminological perspectives (EUROC) 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Organized Crime 

Pre-arranged Panel 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

6 

Despite the centrality of anti-money laundering (AML) policies in the agenda 
of international and national organisations, knowledge of how money 

laundering (ML) works in practice is still scant. Most of the research 

conducted in this field to date has focused on AML regulations and 

countermeasures. Research on the behavior and choices of ML offenders 

remains poor, limited to the analysis of few anecdotal case studies and 
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typologies, while the contribution of criminological and sociological studies 
have been negligible. This panel will provide the preliminary results of some 

theoretical and empirical research which is looking at how ML offenders 

behave, what schemes and methods they employ, and how (and whether) the 
ML choices change depending on the predicate offence and other personal 

and contextual determinants. 

Chair: 

Michele Riccardi, Transcrime - Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore 

Participants: 

What determines the sophistication of an offenderôs money 

laundering methods? Peter Reuter, University of Maryland; 

Michele Riccardi, Transcrime - Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore 

Those with criminal earnings have many choices of how to launder 

the money. At one end of the spectrum is the simple deposit of 
many small amounts of cash into a large number of bank accounts, 

time consuming but available to any drug dealer with more cash 

than they want to spend on everyday items. At the other extreme are 
exotic and complex schemes involving multiple professionals, 

Luxembourg and Cayman Island trusts and Nevada shell 

companies. What determines which of these many schemes the 
criminal offender chooses? In this primarily conceptual paper we 

suggest  the choice is influenced by a variety of determinants, 
including: the amount to be laundered, the nature of the earnings 

(cash vs. electronic assets), characteristics of the offender (age, 

education, social position) and the level of AML controls.  From 
existing cases, we provide examples of choices and what might 

account for them. This paper follows up the ESC 2022 presentation, 

providing substantial additions. 

Behind the criminal economy: using UK tax fraud investigations 

to understand money laundering myths and models Rian 

Matanky-Becker, HM Revenue and Customs; Ella Cockbain, 

UCL 

We present an in-depth exploratory analysis of untapped data from 
the UKôs tax enforcement agency. We examine a sample of money 

laundering investigations (n = 31) over a three-year period, together 

involving 52 suspects. Against these cases, we test the applicability 
of the most widely used international model of money laundering: 

the three-stage model of placement, layering and integration 

(FATF, 2019). We also examine who was responsible for the 
offences and which laundering methods they used. Overall, the 

results undermine the utility and validity of the ubiquitous three-

stage model and point the way towards fruitful future research in 
looking at cash courier recruitment and the cost-benefit decisions 

behind choosing between different money laundering methods. This 

study has relevance for academics, law enforcement, policy-makers 
and industry professionals alike. Although this research was 

undertaken (with permission) whilst the first author worked at 
HMRC, the research was independent and all views are the author's 

own and do not represent those of HMRC. 

What do suspicious transactions say about drug dealers and 

money laundering? Melvin Soudijn, National Police of the 

Netherlands (KLPD) 

In answer to this question, 13,159 individuals registered with the 
Dutch police as drug trafficking suspects between 2016-2020 were 

matched with data from the Financial Intelligence Unit-

Netherlands. It turns out that one in five drug suspects is registered 
with one or more suspicious transactions. The results also show that 

measuring the effectiveness of the reporting chain needs a nuanced 

approach which gives weight to an individualôs number of 
transactions, amount involved and time period. Furthermore, the 

findings can also add weight to the discussion about money 

laundering risks 

From payday to payoff: exploring the money laundering strategies 

of ransomware actors Mirko Nazzari, Universit¨ Cattolica - 

Transcrime (Milan) 

Cybercriminals are commonly assumed to engage in cybercrime for 

monetary rewards. Like  traditional offenders, they must launder 
their illicit proceeds to obscure the permanent trails in online 

environments. In this regard, the mainstream narrative is that these 

offenders engage in complex ways of laundering illicit proceeds 
because of both the large amounts of their proceeds and the use of 

new technologies. However, empirical research on the money 

laundering activities associated with cybercrime has been 
surprisingly scarce. To address this knowledge gap, the present 

study analyzes the money laundering of illicit proceeds from 182 

Bitcoin addresses belonging to 56 members of the Conti 
ransomware group by the means of blockchain analysis. The results 

show that offenders are quite unsophisticated when laundering their 

illicit proceeds. Most of them (70%) directly transacted with an 
entity and tend to concentrate 80% or more of their illicit proceeds 

in one service (69%). In terms of destinations, exchanges and 

darkweb services are the preferred choice, being involved in 71% 
and 30% of the transactions respectively. Conversely, the use of 

mixers is minimal (7%). Implications for research and policy are 

discussed. 

050.  Cybercrime Working Group - Cybercriminals 1 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Cybercrime 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 7 

Chair: 

Yanna Papadodimitraki, University of Cambridge 

Participants: 

Analysing the structure and dynamics of ransomware criminal 

groups Chad Whelan, Deakin University; James Martin, 

Deakin University; David Bright, Deakin University; Callum 

Jones, Monash University 

The rapid growth in ransomware attacks alongside the pandemic 

has seen ransomware widely regarded as one of the highest order 

cyber harms facing much of the West. In addition to capitalising on 
the rapidly expanded digital footprint, ransomware criminal groups 

have become much more targeted and distributed. Ransomware 

criminal groups are facilitated by a wider ecosystem, including 
Ransomware as a Service (RaaS) ï where members of the ócoreô 

group who may develop the malware and facilitate the groupôs 

operations can be distinguished from the óaffiliatesô who conduct 
many of the attacks on a profit-sharing basis ï as well as Initial 

Access Brokers (IABs) who secure and sell access to networks and 

systems to ransomware actors. By examining what have become 
known as the Conti chat leaks published alongside Russiaôs 

invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, this paper will provide 

unique insights into the structure and dynamics of ransomware 

criminal groups. It will examine, inter alia, the ways in which these 

groups are structured; whether and how leadership takes place; the 

different forms of knowledge, capabilities, and resources they 
combine; how they recruit and retain personnel; and how they seek 

to resolve disputes. In particular, the paper employs social network 

analysis to examine the roles and position of key actors based on 
these chat leaks. The findings enhance overall knowledge of how 

ransomware criminal groups form and function as well as potential 

observations for disrupting such groups and their activities. 

Can Artificial Intelligence commit crimes, and is it liable for 

them? Silvia Ciotti, EuroCrime - Research, Training and 

Consulting 

Actually, Artificial Intelligence can be found everywhere, and not 

only in our digital lives. From the most sophisticated tools 
regarding e.g. e-Health and patientsô diagnosis to the more common 

chatbot collecting our complaints for failed postal deliveries, our 

interaction with AI are daily. However, not only we are usually not 
aware that we are interacting with an AI, but also our understanding 
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of the meaning of those interactions is limited. The fundamental 
question is: how autonomous is AI? Then, which is its real capacity 

to take independent decisions? On which basis? Moreover, with 

which kind of legal limits and restraints? Actually, the answer to all 
those questions is that we do not really know. Since the overall aim 

is to have an increasingly autonomous and independent AI, to 

understand even the level of liability of the AI will become 
increasingly relevant. In brief, not only to understand and analyse 

crimes committed trough AI, or with the support of AI tools, but 

also crimes committed by the AI. Based on an extensive experience 
in dealing with Ethical AI, in analysing the legal basis of the use 

and implementation of autonomous systems not only by a 

theoretical but also by a practical viewpoint, and in addressing the 
use of AI in the field of Law Enforcement Agencies investigations 

and criminal trial, this paper aims at paving the way for effective 

guidelines and precautions regarding the use of AI in the legal and 
criminological domain. 

Criminological Differences and Online Grooming Strategies  of 

Child Sexual Exploitation Offenders in Spain Kathryn 

Seigfried-Spellar, Purdue University; Virginia Soldino, 

Universitat de Val¯ncia 

Our primary goal was to analyze the criminological differences and 

online grooming strategies between contact and noncontact-driven 
offenders investigated by law enforcement agencies in Spain. 295 

cases (i.e., unique chatlogs between an offender and minor) were 

extracted from 98 police reports with index investigation years from 
2012-2022, which were provided via a secured platform by the 

Guardia Civil and Polic²a Nacional from September 2020 to 

January 2022. For inclusion in the current study, the case needed to 
include an online child sexual grooming offense according to the 

Spanish Criminal Code, Article 183; the victim had to be a minor 

(under the age of 18); and the offender at the time of the offense 
had to be at least 14. The case also needed to include a chatlog 

between the offender and the victim and a law enforcement report 

to code the criminological variables of interest (e.g., offender 
characteristics, grooming strategies, criminal history). 257 cases 

met these criteria resulting in 120 unique offenders for statistical 

analysis. The majority were male (n = 112, 93%) and ages ranged 
from 14 to 73 (M = 28.08, SD = 11.88). Of the 120 offenders, 79 

(66%) were classified as fantasy or non-contact and 41 (34%) were 

classified as contact offenders. There were no statistically 
significant differences on gender, age, nationality, or criminal 

offense history. Statistically significant differences emerged on 

offender grooming strategies; contact offenders were significantly 
more likely to use positive rapport (Phi = .18, p = .05), send 

unprompted sexually explicit images of themselves (Phi = .19, p < 

.05), and offer something in exchange (Phi = .25, p < .01). These 
findings suggest criminological differences in the online grooming 

strategies between contact and noncontact-driven offenders in Spain 

and addresses the lack of literature on non-English speaking online 

child sex offenders. 

On the perceptions of the autism and cybercrime link: quo 

vadimus? Yanna Papadodimitraki, University of Cambridge 

During the last few years there has been a reported increase in the 

number of autistic people involved in cybercrime. Law enforcement 

in the UK has shifted its interest to the relationship between autism 
and cybercrime, based on the assumption that autism appears to be 

more prevalent in offenders involved in cyber-dependent crime 

compared to the general population. However, only recently did 
academic research on the relationship between autism and 

cybercrime start to develop. So far, there seems to be no direct link 

between the two. Nevertheless, we see in the media a persistent 
portrayal of autism as a risk factor for involvement in cybercrime. 

The portrayal of autistic people as more likely to be involved in 

crime is not a recent event, but is part of the criminalisation of 
mental health and disabilities affecting young people and adults. 

This presentation will explore i) how overall perceptions of autism 

and cybercrime are influenced by dated research and early media 
portrayal based on it, and ii) how public perceptions on autism and 

cybercrime shape and are shaped by public and group-specific 
perceptions, and how they drive and are driven by popular culture, 

public opinion, and practice. 

051.  Labelling and Strain Perspectives 1. 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Labelling and 

Interactionalist Perspectives 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

8 

Chair: 

Alessandro Moretti, University of Copenhagen 

Participants: 

Neutralised by default: Re-examining the Neutralisation concept 

in the context of hateful memes Alessandro Moretti, University 

of Copenhagen; Jakob Demant, University of Copenhagen; 

Jonatan Mizrahi-Werner, University of Copenhagen 

The noted intensification in transgressive and harmful online 

content, and its specific prevalence in the form of creating hateful 

memes, raises important questions as to the moral positionality of 
the individuals and groups producing and sharing such content. 

Scholars have consistently resorted to neutralisation theory (Sykes 

and Matza, 1957), within Criminology and beyond, to explain 
deviant behaviour or, at least, to propose post facto rationalisations 

to justify or excuse a breach or transgression. Yet these offerings 

presuppose an objective moral stance from which one may have 
drifted. In the case of the online loci where hateful memes are 

produced, the present paper argues that the notion of the moral 

ñmainstreamò does not feature in potential explanations or 
justifications for the behaviour at hand. Rather, deviant meme 

creators ascribe to and operate within a set of juxtaposed and 

contextual values that result from belonging to multiple subcultures 
simultaneously. It is only when confronted by outsiders within one 

such overlapping context ï about behaviour that took place in an 

entirely separate one ï that a memer is brought to neutralise actions 
that, crucially, they do not necessarily agree or disagree with. 

Through a netnographic approach consisting of observations and 10 

qualitative interviews with individuals either creating or sharing 
hateful memes, the paper considers an innovative application or 

strand of neutralisation theory, whereby individuals do not 

recognise their own behaviour as deviant. Rather, they neutralise it 
as consistent with one or more systems of values that clash not with 

ñmainstreamò societal views, but with the social sphere within 

which they happen to be challenged. 

Spice - Stigma, Perceptions and the Impact on Treatment and 

Recovery - A Counter-Narrative Approach Elena Maria 

Gaschino, University of Lincoln 

In recent years, the rise of Spice, a Synthetic Cannabinoids 

Receptor Agonist, has taken much media and public focus away 
from illicit substances such as heroin and crack cocaine. In some 

towns and cities in the United Kingdom, where the use of SCRAs 

seems to have higher concentration levels, Spice has become an 
issue of public health as well as public order (Gray et al, 2021). 

Users of Spice are often seen in states of intoxication severe enough 

to render them unconscious, leading Spice users to be compared to 
zombies by some (Alexandrescu, 2018). Frequently seen in town 

centres, Spice users are often linked to crime and other deviant 

behaviour, whilst also being blamed for contributing to the decline 
of the high street and its businesses (Fletcher, 2018). This has led to 

Spice users being stigmatised, with stigma internalisation often 

becoming one of the main barriers to achieving and maintaining 
recovery (Santos da Silveira et al, 2016). The aim of this doctoral 

research was to investigate the extent to which stigma and stigma 

internalisation affected Spice usersô ability to achieve and maintain 

recovery. Drawing on 21 life story interviews, including 10 with 

users of Spice in various stages of recovery, the researcher, a 



49 

 

pracademic with over 16 yearsô experience working in recovery 
services, found that many participants attributed their progress to 

the compassion they were shown by others, whether strangers, 

project workers, their partner, or a McDonaldôs employee.  
Compassion led them to recognise that they were worthy of ñloveò, 

helping them on their journey to recovery through the power of 

self-compassion (Neff, 2021). While stigma is a powerful force 
working against individuals trying to achieve and maintain 

recovery, compassion and self-compassion should be recognised as 

a valuable asset for those who have previously believed recovery to 
be out of reach. 

Analysing the relationship between emotional neglect and 

juvenile delinquency using Structural Equation Modeling 

Patricia John Sanchez, Bielefeld University 

The family, as the main socialising environment, is a central factor 
in the development of the individual. The behaviour of parents in 

the upbringing of their children is in many ways formative for the 

behaviour of their children. If a child does not experience parental 
affection during its upbringing, this can be seen as a form of 

emotional neglect. Emotional neglect is characterised, for example, 

by the parent's failure to pay attention to the child and his or her 
emotional needs or the absence of positive parent-child interactions. 

Rather than to a specific parental behaviour, emotional neglect 

refers to the insufficient satisfaction of the childËs emotional needs. 
Experiencing emotional neglect not only leads to poorer emotional, 

social, and cognitive development. Previous research has also 

shown that it increases a person's risk of engaging in delinquent 
behaviour. The Crime in the Modern City (CrimoC) panel study 

collected data on both parenting and offending behaviours of 

(former) students in Duisburg aged 13-19 between 2002 and 2008. 
Using these data, a structural equation model is used to examine the 

extent to which the experience of emotional neglect in adolescence 

is related to juvenile delinquency during the same period. Given 

that possible influences may vary according to the different 

developmental stages of the individual during adolescence, and as 

previous research has shown that the relationship between parental 
behaviour and delinquency is complex, the analysis will also 

consider the possibility of bidirectional rather than unidirectional 

effects. In this way, it is possible to examine not only the extent to 
which neglect in adolescence leads to juvenile delinquency but also 

whether delinquent behaviour during adolescence in turn leads to 

changes in parental behaviour. The results of this analysis will be 
the focus of the presentation. 

Ordinary acts that contribute to ecocide. An approach to Agnew's 

proposal from the general strain theory Patricia Puente 

Guerrero, University of Extremadura 

Robert Agnew has suggested applying the propositions of the main 

criminological theories to the analysis of the ordinary acts that 
contribute to ecocide, understood as the contamination and 

destruction on the natural environment in ways that reduce its 
ability to support life. In this work, data from the Social Survey 

2018: Households and the Environment in Andalusia is used to 

empirically test the applicability of strain theory and, particularly, 
the concept of environmental strain, under the hypothesis that 

individuals scoring low on this variable should be more likely to get 

involved in ordinary harms, while high scores on environmental 
strain should lead to the implication in environmentally responsible 

behavior. Results do not support the hypothesis. On the contrary, 

they point to the opposite conclusion, since a positive relationship 
was found between environmental strain and committing ordinary 

harms, while a negative one was found between environmental 

strain and involvement in environmentally responsible behavior. 
Implications of these findings and directions for future research are 

discussed. 

"Difficult Teenagers" and "Very Difficult Teenagers." Piero 

Bertolini's pedagogical perspective grappling with responses to 

new deviance and mafia-like deviance. Alessandra Augelli, 

Universit¨ Cattolica - sede di Piacenza; Mario Schermi, 

Universit¨ di Messina 

The research posture on forms of maladjustment, deviance and 

delinquency is complex and interdisciplinary: different, in fact, are 
the factors at play (biological, psychological, social, philosophical, 

moral, legal, economic, etcé) that need to be connected. 

Awareness of the difficulty of "explaining" delinquent phenomena 
by bringing them back into clear and distinct patterns, leads to 

develop, alongside the explanation of phenomena, their 

understanding, bringing into dialogue even contradictory elements. 
The speech intends to return to thematize the contribution that Piero 

Bertolini, pedagogist and Director of the juvenile prison "C. 

Beccaria" (1958-1968) elaborated on these issues, still seeing a 
promising perspective of reading and analysis, in the understanding 

of current forms of juvenile deviance and youth deviance of the 

mafia type in particular. Bertolini chose to talk about "difficult 
teenagers" in order to avoid falling into stereotypes and forms of 

labeling and to keep a wide gaze on juvenile distress. Making use of 

phenomenological keys of interpretation, he shed light on the 
"worldview" proper to the difficult teenagers, on the incidence of 

the horizon of the before" as an inescapable contextual background 

in the formation of subjectivity, on the absence and/or distortion of 
intentionality and meanings attributed to oneself, to others, and to 

reality. He outlined, moreover, possible re-education perspectives 

and concrete directions of meaning, aimed at deconstructing and 
reorienting a new worldview of the juvenile, through the expansion 

of the experiential range, the experimentation of beauty and 
commitment. The aim of the talk is to bring the Bertolinian 

pedagogical approach into dialogue with other disciplinary 

contributions in the psycho-socio-pedagogical and criminological 
spheres and to trace its junctures, interweavings and perspectives in 

the practices of educational and community intervention currently 

at work in the work of justice and aimed at "difficult teenagers" 
and, among them, also at "teenagers raised in mafia contexts." 

052.  Perspectives on crime prevention 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Crime prevention 

Paper Session 

5:30 to 6:45 pm 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

9 

Chair: 

Gabriel Patriarca, University of S«o Paulo (USP) 

Participants: 

Securing the docks: an analysis of the everyday security programs 

in major Brazilian ports Gabriel Patriarca, University of S«o 

Paulo (USP) 

Mentions of Brazilian ports have become common in journalistic 

coverage and academic production on organized crime, although 

they remain practically unexplored by social scientists. The 

complex task of port security, in particular, highlights several topics 

of new theoretical perspectives in policing studies, in which the 

research agendas see the need to treat entrenched assumptions as 
open questions. Even in these border sites, where security is usually 

thought of as a state responsibility, a plurality of actors and 

programs are increasingly articulated in everyday routine. This 
paper intends to delve deeper into the programs created and 

exercised in the everyday security of major Brazilian ports ï 

specifically, the ports of Santos and Paranagu§. The objective is to 
explore the characteristics of these everyday programs. Who are the 

actors involved in steering and rowing the everyday programs of 

port security? How are these programs carried out using certain 
technologies and measures? What mentalities or logics underlie 

them? To explore these questions, the paper will draw on 

interviews, observations, journalistic news and court documents, 
which will be systematized by means of Content Analysis 

procedures. 

Still dangerous, already in society. Preventive supervision in 

practice. Agnieszka Gutkowska, Department of Criminology 
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Unoversity of Warsaw 

Post-penal measures were introduced into Polish legal system on 

the basis of the Act of November 22, 2013 on dealing with people 
with mental disorders posing a threat to life, health or sexual 

freedom of other people. The act provides for two types of post-

penal measures. Isolation takes place in National Center for the 
Prevention of Dissocial Behavior (KOZZD). Second measure, 

restricting freedom without placing in the center - preventive 

supervision, is implemented by the Police. Despite the fact that both 
the statistics and the assumptions of the legislator indicate that 

preventive supervision, as a post-penal measure of a libertarian 

nature, was envisaged as basic in supporting the safe functioning of 
people with mental disorders in society, posing a threat to other 

people, the exercise of supervision prevention does not arouse such 

interest in the doctrine, practitioners and media as the functioning 
of the KOZZD. With this in mind, the aim of the paper is to attempt 

to at least partially fill the gap that has arisen in this regard. As part 

of the presentation, selected aspects of adjudication and the use of 
preventive supervision will be discussed, and the conclusions 

presented are based on the results of research conducted at the 

Institute of Justice from May to September 2019 and from March to 
July 2021. 

Swedenôs Crime Prevention Archipelago: Critical reflections on 

the public health model of prevention Carlo Pinnetti, Linnaeus 

University 

Crime prevention in Sweden has undergone a paradigmatic shift 
over the past two decades, from a social welfare model, and 

currently, towards an archipelago of initiatives, many of which 

being transplanted from US and UK contexts. One recent 
development, applied in the city of Malmº, has been the 

introduction of a public health approach to crime prevention. This 

paper addresses two examples of this approach, CeaseFire 
(slutasjut) and Communities that Care (CTC) in the context of the 

Swedish National Council for Crime Preventionôs (BR¡) 

recommendations for knowledge-based practice. This analysis lays 
forth this modelôs understanding of knowledge, and the changes 

they embody, in relation to Sweden's history of public sector 

institutions and the traditional role of the public sector worker 
(ªmbetsman). My claim is that these examples of public health 

prevention, when taken together, should be understood also as 

exemplars of political practice that embody understandings of the 
political. From the perspective of Hannah Arendt and John 

Deweyôs notion of discursive politics, the work then reflects on the 

ways that this change can be theorized. Finally, I reflect upon the 
potential value of the meta-theory that my position espouses, 

namely that knowledge-informed prevention practice should be 

understood in social and political terms. 

Using Social Media to Develop the Capacity and Diversity of the 

Runnymede Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Anastasia 

Jablonska, Royal Holloway, University of London; Glorney 

Emily, Royal Holloway, University of London; Andra 

Vasilescu, Royal Holloway, University of London 

This paper explores the feasibility of using new or existing social 
media fora to strengthen the work of the Runnymede 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and provides suggestions to develop 

appropriate fora for use by the scheme. Neighbourhood Watch 
(NW) is a voluntary scheme run with the support of the police in 

which a particular neighbourhood contributes to reducing crime and 

its impact by sharing information and support between members 
and between members and the police. Runnymede Neighbourhood 

Watch want to involve a wider (younger) membership by operating 

much more online and linking up with other local social media fora 
whose aims are compatible with those of NW. It is anticipated that 

this will make local schemes more representative and more 

effective, thus ensuring the longevity of the local NW. This paper 
will present interviews and focus groups with key stakeholders 

including existing neighbourhood watch members and non-

members (such as Police and Crime Commissioner, Police, 

Runnymede Borough Council) to identify the perceived benefits of 
and barriers to neighbourhood watch membership and the extent to 

which social media fora might impact on these. 

Local Government involvement in Crime Prevention. Insight from 

Mopani District Municipality, Limpopo Province Khethiwe 

Madima, University of Venda 

Crime prevention has been recognised as one of the key national 
priorities in South Africa since establishing the National Crime 

Prevention Strategy (NCPS) in 1996. It is viewed as the 

responsibility and duty of the South African Police Service (SAPS); 
however, with a range of crimes caused by different factors, it is 

impossible to rely exclusively on the police to prevent crime. Thus, 
various stakeholders such as businesses, communities, Non-

Government Organisations, civil society, law enforcement and 

Municipalities need to take a stand in maintaining peace and 
ensuring safety for law-abiding citizens within their municipal 

boundaries. Using a mixed-method research approach, the study 

focuses on local government involvement in crime prevention at 
Mopani District Municipality with a view to measuring the 

effectiveness of existing mechanisms and challenges confronting 

MDM in ensuring safety and crime prevention,  assessing the 
compliance level of MDM with crime prevention standards set at 

the national and provincial levels and investigating the relationship 

between local government crime prevention and SAPS crime 
prevention in MDM. A Purposive Sampling will be used to select 5 

municipal safety officials, 5 SAPS crime prevention coordinators, 1 

district coordinator and 1 provincial coordinator from Limpopo 
civilian oversight for police. A Cluster Sampling technique will 

select 384 community members from all Municipalities in the 

Mopani District. Quantitative data collected through survey 
questionnaires will be analysed using Statistical Package for Social 

Sciences (SPSS). Qualitative data collected through semi-structured 

interviews will be analysed using thematic content analysis. This 

study will unfold the best approach and model to be adopted locally 

to prevent crime across a diverse range of South African indigenous 

communities. 

053.  Opening Plenary and Awards Ceremony 

ESC 

Plenary Session 

7:00 to 8:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor basement - Auditorium 

Chair: 

Catrien Bijleveld, Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime 

and Law Enforcement 

Participants: 

Welcome by President of the ESC Klaus Boers, University of 

Muenster 

Welcome by the Univeristy of Florence Alessandra Petrucci, 

Rector of the University of Florence; Gian-Aristide Norelli, 

Former Director of the Section on Forensic Sciences 

Local Organizer address: Criminology in Italy: An update 

Barbara Gualco, Department of Health Sciences 

Presidential address: Criminological Life-Course Research Klaus 

Boers, University of Muenster 

Awards Ceremony - EJC Best Article(s) of the Year 2022 Award 

Alberto Chrysoulakis, Malmº University; Leonidas Cheliotis, 

The London School of Economics and Political Science 

Awardees: Alberto P. Chrysoulakis and Leonidas Cheliotis 

Awards Ceremony - ESC Book Award 2023 Victoria A. 

Greenfield, George Mason University; Letizia Paoli, KU 

Leuven Faculty of Law and Criminology 

Awardees: Victoria A. Greenfield and Letizia Paoli 

Awards Ceremony - ESC Early Career Award 2023 Anna Sergi, 

University of Essex 
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Awardee: Anna Sergi 

Awards Ceremony - ESC Young Criminologist Award 2023 

Jakub Dr§pal, Charles University; Institute of State and Law 

of Czech Academy of Sciences 

Awardee: Jakub Drapal 

Awards Ceremony - ESC European Criminology Award 2023 

Uberto Gatti, Universit¨ degli Studi di Genova 

Awardee: Uberto Gatti 

2023 ESC European Criminology Award recipient address Uberto 

Gatti, Universit¨ degli Studi di Genova 

054.  Welcome Reception 

ESC 

Social Events 

8:45 to 10:45 pm 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor basement - Auditorium 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER, 7 

055.  POL Panel 29. Evaluating policing practice. Modern 

technologies in policing 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 1 

Chair: 

Maja Vestad, University of Oslo 

Participants: 

Sensual Policing Andrea Kretschmann, Leuphana University 

L¿neburg 

It is a late modern development that the policing of protest 

(demonstrations, rallies, etc.) is simulated worldwide, including in 

Europe, in mock cities. In partly their own, and partly in military 
quasi-urban terrains, police forces enact what they anticipate as 

future challenges in protest policing. For this purpose, they develop 
worst case scenarios that they implement with extensive use of 

stagings, artifacts and police personnel. Using an ethnography of 

police simulations in Germany, France, England, and Northern 
Ireland as an example, I analyze the imaginary powers of these 

police simulations, which are perpetuated essentially through 

affective and aesthetic means. I argue that in the simulations, 
policing create the objects that they only belief to police - with 

specific effects for real policing. 

The Introduction and Implications of Video Recording in Suspect 

Interrogations Rene Tuma, TU Berlin; Mina Godarzani 

Bakhtiari, TU Berlin 

This Paper addresses of the adoption and consequences of 
audiovisual recordings in suspect interrogations in Germany.  Here 

the audiovisual recording of suspect interrogations was officially 

introduced through Ä 136(4) StPO in August 2017. Recording is 
mandatory in cases involving deliberate homicide offenses or when 

the recording can better protect the interests of suspects under the 

age of 18 or those with limited mental capacities. The systematic 
introduction of cameras into the interrogation setting is bringing 

about a significant transformation in the culture of interrogations in 

Germany. Interrogators exhibit heightened awareness of their 
communicative practices and new approaches for their use in 

analysis and training are to be expected. Consequently, video 

recordings will have far-reaching implications for the entire 
investigative process, that are just in their gestation in the german 

context. The use of video recordings in interrogations raises 

numerous legal and practical questions that will impact police 

work. Matters such as data access, storage formats, protection 
against misuse, and the availability of raw data versus transcriptions 

need to be addressed. Furthermore, video interrogations offer 

extensive avenues for scientific research, including an exploration 
of the distinct characteristics of video interrogations as a 

communicative genre, changes in language styles and nonverbal 

behavior, the influence of spatial settings on interrogations, and the 
significance of physical expressions (gestures, facial expressions, 

body language). Ultimately, it is crucial to investigate how the 

unique features of video interrogations contribute to the 
development of interrogation strategies and evasion tactics over 

time. The paper is shedding light on these issues and to provide a 

foundation for further examination of the multifaceted implications 
of video recording in suspect interrogations. It is informed by 

knowledge from sociological methodological debates as well as 

from a reflexive study of use of visual technologies in vernacular 
and professional practice. 

Theorizing paradoxes in policing: moving beyond the advice to 

óbalance approachesô Jeroen Maesschalck, Leuven Institute of 

Criminology, KU Leuven 

Criminological research has identified many inherent tensions in 
policing. Examples include tensions between antecedents of police 

legitimacy (e.g. effectiveness vs. procedural justice), between ways 

of funding the police (e.g. coercion, sale and gift (Shearing et al., 
2008)), or between strategies (Tilley, 2003) or styles (e.g. Muir, 

1977) of policing. These tensions have been identified at the 

institutional level, at the level of police leaders or supervisors, and 
at the level of street cops. This existing research not only maps 

these tensions but also offers rich descriptions of the various ways 

in which they are dealt with in practice. However, because these 
tensions are usually described on only one of the three levels 

(institution, leadership, street cops), opportunities are missed to 

observe how strategies to deal with tensions on one level affect 

similar tensions on other levels. Also, while this research is often 

very detailed in its description of the tensions and the way they are 

dealt with, it tends to be much less sophisticated in its 
recommendations. Typically, the advice would be to balance the 

poles of the tension in a context-sensitive way, without much 

further guidance. This paper aims to address these two weaknesses 
by drawing from the quickly growing literature in management 

studies on paradox theory. Defining a paradox as ñcontradictory yet 

interrelated elements that exist simultaneously and persist over 
timeò (Smith & Lewis, 2011, p. 386), this literature proposes 

generic typologies of ways to deal with paradoxes, with a particular 

focus on strategies that combine opposite approaches (both/and). As 
such, it provides the framework to identify parallel dynamics (e.g. 

vicious and virtuous cycles) at all three levels. Such an 

understanding, in turn, provides the basis for recommendations 
beyond the advice to balance approaches. The presentation will 

illustrate this with a few examples. 

The persisting attractions of low-tech in policing: challenging the 

efficiency paradigm Maja Vestad, University of Oslo 

The premise for this article is to analyse ñlowò crime scene 

investigation technologies through the lens of the efficiency 

paradigm, and use that knowledge to better understand why some 
ñhighò technologies are accepted while others are not. While 

research shows that the police are generally less willing to adopt 

technologies that mandate organisational change, less has been said 
about their attitudes to already existing technologies, i.e. 

traditional/"low-tech" methods and tools. The promise of efficiency 

is a catalyst for technological development in the forensic sciences 
and crime scene investigation practices. Innovation in this field is 

driven by the desire to know more: to locate and document potential 
evidence, and investigate crimes as accurately and objectively as 

possible. This narrative suggests that police organisations need to 

adopt efficient methods and tools to "stay aheadò and investigate 
crimes thoroughly. But to what extent is this narrative reflective of 

actual practices? Through examining how crime scene investigators 

use existing technologies in practice, such as DNA detection dogs, 
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paper sheets and manual documentation tools, the article shows that 
the attractions of low-tech persists even under the pressures of 

efficiency. Technologies that supplement and document already 

existing practices are favoured over those that contribute new 
information to a case. From this, we learn that the police's 

willingness to adopt and use technology is impacted by the extent 

to which it is perceived to protect their professional integrity. The 
study draws on extensive qualitative fieldwork conducted at police 

stations in Norway, to discuss whether the efficiency discourse is 

reflective of actual practices, and if not, what the consequences are 
for research into policing and technology. 

Dispositions, Situations, and Whistleblowing by Police Officers 

Justice Tankebe, University of Cambridge 

Unethical police behaviours are costly. The cost can be estimated in 
the loss of human lives, the humiliation of citizens and in financial 

pay-outs by police organisations. Another aspect of the cost is the 

damage to confidence in the police and in democratic governance. 
Preventing these costs requires police officers to blow the whistle 

on their unethical colleagues. Yet police scholars document that 

whistleblowing is the exception in policing. However, given the 
justice costs of unethical policing, criminologists ought to take 

seriously the task of understanding police whistleblowing 

behaviours. This is the task for this paper. To accomplish it, I seek 
to apply óSituational Action Theoryô to misconduct reporting 

actions and intentions by a sample of Ghanaian police officers. 

056.  European Law Enforcement Cooperation in a rapidly 

changing world: Cooperation and Regulation in the ASJF 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Pre-arranged Panel 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 2 

This panel addresses some of the major issues for European Law 

Enforcement Cooperation in the face of rapidly emerging technologies and 

shifting political landscapes. Cooperation in the EUôs Area of Freedom, 
Security and Justice encompasses a range of Home Affairs issues including 

criminal law enforcement and police and judicial cooperation. It relies on a 

range of formal agreements, legal instruments and cross-border databases to 
function. This panel features five papers; two explore current challenges 

posed by the regulation of AI in law enforcement, two discuss the gaps in 

extradition capability created by Brexit on the other and the final paper 
discusses collaboration between Europol and ISPs in the fight against 

transnational crime. The panel will consider these issues through practical and 

theoretical lenses, highlighting related issues of trust and transparency. 

Chair: 

Hartmut Aden, Berlin School of Economics and Law 

Participants: 

Transfer of Proceeding Between the UK and the EU: A viable 

solution to Brexit? Gemma Davies, University of Durham 

Part Three of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement facilitates 
cooperation between the EU and UK now the UK has left the EU. 

Although it provides for the highest degree of cooperation ever 

facilitated with a non-EU state there is a significant loss of 
cooperation in important areas. One of the biggest problems for UK 

police and prosecutors has been the reintroduction of a nationality 

bar to surrender in whole or in part by 13 EU States. This paper will 
consider the options open to the UK when it is no longer able to 

request surrender of an individual which include issuing warrants to 

surrounding states or attempting to transfer proceedings. 
Transferring proceedings has been beset with difficulties and has 

only been successful in a handful of cases to date. How can transfer 

of proceedings be better facilitated between an EU and non-EU 
state? Is amendment to the TCA a feasible solution and if so, what 

protections would be needed to ensure a fair trial? 

Surrendering formal cooperation ï informal trust-based 

relationships filling the gaps created by Brexit Estelle Marks, 

King's College London 

Prior to Brexit the UK was a member of the European Arrest 

Warrant system. Under this system, police and prosecutors 
cooperated via a range of formal and informal networks and 

databases to request, locate, arrest and surrender individuals across 

borders. Following Brexit the EAW itself has been replaced by a 
bespoke arrangement under the Trade and Cooperation Agreement 

and the UK has left SIS II. As these more formal arrangements have 

fallen away and new barriers to surrender have arisen the 
importance of informal trust-based relationships has increased. This 

presentation looks at the channels of cooperation used before 

Brexit, which are still available to the remaining 27 EU member 
states and considers how the UK has deployed police and 

prosecutors in semi-diplomatic roles on a bilateral basis to try and 

fill the new gaps in the system. It concludes by highlighting some 
of the challenges for accountability in cross-border investigations 

and asks what impact these bilateral trust-based relationships have. 

The EUôs Risk-Based Approach for the Regulation of Artificial 

Intelligence ï Potential Impacts on the Area of Freedom, 

Security and Justice Hartmut Aden, Berlin School of 

Economics and Law; Steven Kleemann, Berlin Institute for 

Safety and Security Research (F¥PS Berlin); Sabrina 

Schºnrock, Berlin School of Economics and Law; Milan 

Tahraoui, Berlin School of Economics and Law 

In April 2021, the European Commission published a proposal for a 

Regulation on Artificial Intelligence (COM(2021) 206 final) that 

has been intensively debated in the European Parliament, the 
Council, in academia and in civil society since then. The paper 

looks specifically at the impact of the risk-based approach selected 

by the European Commission upon the use of AI in the AFSJ. 
Policing and criminal justice are not exempted from the scope of 

the AI regulation, but they may use specific ñbackdoorsò for the use 

of risky AI applications that would be prohibited or restricted for 
other state agencies and non-state actors. With the inclusion of 

security agencies, the draft AI Act is also an attempt to overcome 

exceptions and opt-outs that characterised the AFSJ in policy areas 
such as data protection. The paper situates these ñbackdoorsò in the 

context of normative requirements for the use of AI in a democratic 

rule of law context, namely fairness, transparency and 
explainability. 

Shifting Responsibilities in EU Security and Crime Control: The 

role of Europol and Internet Service Providers Leonore ten 

Hulsen, European University Institute 

The pervasiveness of transnational crime has led to a global 

approach to this threat, involving both governments and non-
government actors. The EU has responded to this threat by 

strengthening cooperation between EU member states, as well as 

their cooperation with external actors to improve criminal 
investigations and the prosecution of crimes.  These external actors 

include private actors, which have become involved in criminal 
investigations through the use of new technologies. In particular, 

internet service providers (ISPs) are considered important private 

actors who can contribute to the fight against crime. This paper 
discusses the practice of Europol collaborating with ISPs, pointing 

out that a shifting of responsibilities towards these ISPs seems to 

take place, and identifies some of the risks associated with this 
move. 

057.  POL Panel 28. Evaluating policing practice and efficiency 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 3 

Chair: 

Linnea Wegerstad, Lund University 

Participants: 
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The institutional aspect of intelligence-led policing Erik Reikr¬s, 

Norwegian Police University College 

In 2016, intelligence was introduced as a new and central part of the 

Norwegian policeôs knowledge-based approach to combating crime. 

It serves as a management model for directing and prioritizing 
police efforts. However, standardization of knowledge processes 

doesnôt tell us much about how practice materializes in the 

operational part of the police organization. Ever since the 
intelligence-model was introduced, little research has been 

conducted within the area in question. I therefore aim, in my PhD 

project, to fill that research void regarding the practical execution of 
intelligence at a tactical level. In this project, I will draw on the 

institutional logic perspective as part of understanding how 
intelligence is understood and utilized. Institutional logics 

encompasses norms, values and practices that are internalized in 

various parts of the organization, and shape how actors interpret 

intelligence from already standardized patterns of behavior. 

Through observational field work in police patrol and intelligence 

units, this research seeks to identify multiple institutional logics at 
play in the intelligence process, and how these logics affect that 

very same process. Where multiple, and often incompatible logics 

meet, institutional complexity often arise in dealing with different 
interpretations and expectations in professional settings. The aim of 

this presentation is to give a background description of this project, 

and how the project is planned. Any and all feedback is welcomed. 

The Integrated Situational Analytical Model (M.A.S.I.) on urban 

safety Marco Strano, Polizia di Stato 

The Integrated Situational Analytical Model ï M.A.S.I. on urban 

security, designed in 2021 (M.Strano and F. Caccetta) and 
subsequently applied in an experimental phase in some Italian 

urban centers of different sizes, is aimed primarily at the systematic 

study of a specific territorial area and therefore at the evaluation of 
the condition of general security, but it is also useful for assessing 

the level of risk of the occurrence of cases of predatory crime on a 

single target (home, shop, office, company, etc.). The model 
considers four fundamental variables to determine the level of risk: 

the vulnerability of the target(s) (V.A.), the desirability of the 

target(s) (A.T.), the level of "capture risk" associated with the 
target(s) (R.C.) and the presence of solidarity and neighborhood 

watch systems (Theft Prevention Project - C.D.V. Francesco 

Caccetta 2009). For each of these variables, tools for evaluating 
their effectiveness and/or relevance have been prepared 

(questionnaires, observation grids, rating scales, etc.) and these 

tools make up the research assessment that is used in the application 
phase of the model (Assessment M.A.S.I.). The assessment, in 

addition to defining the level of risk-crime of a specific territorial 

context (statistical) or of a specific target, then makes it possible to 
identify the countermeasures and corrective measures to be 

activated, in a consultancy context (security management), in order 

to reduce (on a scientific basis) the predicted level of risk. The 

M.A.S.I. it is in fact applied in Italy by the research and 

intervention teams operating within the S.C.L.S.J. - Study Center 

for Legality, Security and Justice (www.criminologia.org) both in 
some urban areas (on specific assignment by the Municipalities) 

and on specific targets (companies, shops, residential centres, 

individual homes, etc.) at the request of a specific private client. 

From police report to prosecution: incidents of sexual harassment 

reported to the Swedish police Linnea Wegerstad, Lund 

University; Ulrika Andersson, Lund University 

Although the #metoo movement has given rise to strong criticism 

of how sexual violence is handled by the criminal justice system, 
there remains a strong implied expectation and encouragement in 

the Nordic countries to report sexual abuse to the police. What 

happens when this encouragement is taken seriously and cases are 
reported to the police? In this paper, we present findings from a 

study on incidents of sexual harassment that were reported to the 

Swedish police. The study uses pre-trial investigation files to 
explore what characterizes such incidents and what happens to 

these incidents after they were reported. Nine percent lead to 
prosecution. Differences and similarities between cases that are 

terminated with no further action and cases that are prosecuted have 

been analysed. The findings are discussed from three points of 
view. First, Liz Kellyôs framing of sexual harassment as part of the 

continuum of womenôs experiences of sexual violence is used. A 

key idea for the continuum analysis is that sexual violence consists 
of a series of events that cannot be readily distinguished nor 

hierarchically ranked according to their seriousness. An inherent 

logic of criminal law is to grade sexual violence according to its 
perceived seriousness: rape is considered the most severe crime 

while verbal harassment is one of the least severe. Against the 

background of this tension between criminal law logic and a 
feminist understanding of sexual violence, we compare the findings 

with previous research about incidents of rape reported to the 

police. Secondly, we compare the findings with previous studies on 
discrimination within the criminal justice system. Finally, from a 

legal doctrinal perspective, we analyse the extent to which formal 

criminalisation corresponds with substantial criminalisation: Is 
sexual harassment a de facto matter for the criminal justice system? 

Evaluating police effectiveness in crime control through simulated 

randomized controlled trials experiments Mengyan Dai, Old 

Dominion University; Yifei Gong, City University of New York; 

Feng Gu, College of Staten Island 

Randomized controlled trials (RCT) have been the most rigorous 

method in policing research to evaluate police effectiveness, and 
based on the advances in modeling and simulation, this study 

designs and simulates RCT experiments to understand the 

effectiveness of police in different settings. This study first 
develops CARESim (an integrated agent-based simulation 

environment for crime analysis and risk evaluation) and then uses it 

to conduct RCT experiments to evaluate the effectiveness of 
various policing strategies in crime control. CARESim 

encompasses an agent-based conceptual model of behaviors for risk 

estimation, a modeling background using GIS for agentsô mobility 
and interactions, a data management module, and a user interface 

for high-risk individuals (HRIs). Moreover, this simulation 

environment is data-driven and built upon various types of public 
data, such as census data, local commute data, transportation data, 

weather data, crime data, patrol data, and POIs. By creating a 

synthetic population in a jurisdiction and modeling their daily 
activities related to crime and victimization, CARESim can 

replicate and validate prior policing RCT experiments on patrol and 

focused deterrence in the simulated environment. Using data from 
Hampton, VA, USA, this study further evaluates various conditions 

of policing strategies to understand and improve the effectiveness 

of the police in crime control. 

Citizen Satisfaction with the Police and College-Based Informal 

Social Controls: An Unexpected Finding Frank Ferdik, Austin 

Peay State University 

A largely undisputed finding in the criminological literature is that 

individuals between the ages of 15 and 23 commit the 
overwhelming majority of crimes. Research also notes how 

criminal conduct is often the result of private citizens judging 

police job performance in unsatisfactory ways. Given the important 
role citizen satisfaction with the police plays in promoting public 

compliance with the law, various studies have researched its 

antecedents, yet to date, none have specifically tested whether 
measures of Hirschi's social bond theory predict this outcome. 

Questionnaire data collected from a convenience sample of 

university students aged 18 to 23 (N = 788) revealed how, 
consistent with hypothesized expectations, both attachment and 

involvement positively predicted respondent satisfaction with the 

police. Contrary to original hypotheses though, and somewhat 
unexpectedly, both commitment and beliefs shared negative 

associations with our satisfaction outcome. Results are discussed in 

light of interventions targeted at improving strained relations 
between law enforcement and the community. 
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058.  Characteristics of violent offenders 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Homicide and Violent Crime 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 4 

Chair: 

Elli Anitsi , Panteion University 

Participants: 

Empirical typologies of homicide offenders: a scoping review 

Elodie Schils, NICC - National Institute of Criminalistics and 

Criminology; Micha±l Vande Velde, INCC-Institut National de 

Criminalistique et de Criminologie; Luc Robert, INCC - 

Institut National de Criminalistique et de Criminologie; 

Benjamin Mine, INCC - Institut National de Criminalistique et 

de Criminologie; Eric Maes, INCC - Institut National de 

Criminalistique et de Criminologie 

In this presentation, we present the results of a scoping review that 

focuses on empirical typologies of homicide offenders. Homicide 
offenders include various types such as serial killers, mass 

murderers, spree killers, sex killers, among others (Vaughn et al., 

2009). The literature is rife with classifications relating to homicide 
offenders. These come from various disciplines (criminology, 

psychology, psychiatry) using different methodologies based on 
variables of a diverse nature relating to the perpetrator himself 

(demographic, psychological, behavioral) and/or to the offence 

(modus operandi, crime scene). These different approaches make it 
possible to respond to some gaps in knowledge reported in the 

literature, but also to identify certain overlaps between the fields. 

Nevertheless, literature still faces some questions about the 
similarities and differences within these different categories 

regarding typologies of homicide offenders. This scoping review is 

driven by three main objectives: to provide a comprehensive picture 
of the available information regarding the different subgroups of 

homicide offenders (and their key characteristics) in the 

quantitative research literature, to identify the methods for which 
these classifications could be theoretically compared because they 

are data-driven, as well as knowledge gaps relating to the topic. 

Differentiating homicide offenders based on their criminal careers  

: A latent class analysis Micha±l Vande Velde, INCC-Institut 

National de Criminalistique et de Criminologie; Benjamin 

Mine, INCC - Institut National de Criminalistique et de 

Criminologie; Eric Maes, INCC - Institut National de 

Criminalistique et de Criminologie; Patrick Jeuniaux, INCC - 

Institut National de Criminalistique et de Criminologie; Luc 

Robert, INCC - Institut National de Criminalistique et de 

Criminologie 

Over the past 30 years, criminal career research has provided 

fundamental knowledge about individual offenders and patterns of 
criminal activity along the life course. Surprisingly, with respect to 

homicide offenders, only a few studies have created typologies 

actually based on criminal career data. These studies have generally 
identified three subgroups of perpetrators. However, the distribution 

of homicide offenders within these subgroups varies from study to 

study. Furthermore, several methodological limitations exist (e.g., 
limited number of offenses categories, é). This led us to 

hypothesize that the number of subgroups of homicide offenders 

might be underestimated in the literature and that their criminal 
career patterns could be refined. To further investigate this 

hypothesis, we analysed the criminal careers of offenders convicted 

for homicide in Belgium between 1995 and 2020, as recorded in the 
Central Criminal Records. Our goal was to create an empirical (i.e., 

data-driven) typology based on their past convictions only. To this 

end, we performed a latent class analysis (LCA) using a series of 16 
indicators reflecting whether an individual had been convicted for a 

given type of crime (8 categories: e.g., violent crime) during a 

given lifetime (juvenile or adult) period. The LCA revealed 6 

distinct classes that differ in the variety and continuity of their 
membersô criminal careers. The largest class (45%) is composed of 

individuals with no prior criminal history. At the other end of the 

spectrum, a high-offending group (7%) consists of individuals with 
a versatile criminal history in both the juvenile and adult periods. In 

between, we find individuals who were more active either in their 

adolescence or adulthood (3 groups), or individuals convicted for 
very specific crimes only (1 group). Overall, our findings suggest 

that traditional typologies of homicide offenders should be refined 

and extended. 

Alcohol-involved homicide offending: Does prior history of 

alcohol abuse matter? Li Eriksson, Griffith University; Paul 

Mazerolle, University of New Brunswick; Richard Wortley, 

University College London; Heather Wolbers, Griffith 

University 

Alcohol use has repeatedly been linked to homicide, with relatively 

high proportions of offenders and/or victims being intoxicated at 

the time of the homicide. While a fair bit of knowledge has been 

generated about people who commit homicide after they have been 
drinking alcohol, especially compared with people who commit 

homicide without prior consumption of alcohol, it is important to 

remember that much data point toward homicide offenders as a 
diverse and heterogeneous group. Given that individuals with 

hazardous alcohol use might be more likely to commit violent 

offences, one might expect that situational alcohol use is preceded 
by hazardous alcohol use. However, while research certainly shows 

a correlation, this is by no means perfect, suggesting that while 

offenders who commit alcohol-related homicides have histories of 
alcohol abuse, other offenders do not have such histories. The 

current study uses data from the Australian Homicide Project, in 

which interviews were conducted with 302 homicide offenders in 
Australia. Of these, 139 reported having used alcohol prior to 

committing the homicide, referred to in the current study as 

alcohol-involved homicide offending. While a large proportion 
(63%) of these did report alcohol abuse histories in the year 

preceding the homicide, a significant proportion (37%) did not 

report such histories. Characteristics of these two groups were 
analysed using bivariate statistics, revealing a range of differences 

in sociodemographics, developmental experiences, offending 
histories, and personality traits. Differences were also observed in 

terms of weapon use and victim-offender relationship. These 

findings suggest that we need to better understand the pathways that 
lead to alcohol-involved homicide offending. 

Exploring the offenderôs attitudes towards the victim and the 

violent crime, through a qualitative approach. Elli Anitsi, 

Panteion University 

This paper explores the offendersô attitudes towards the victims and 

the violent crime, along with the attitudes of their social context, 
through a qualitative approach. The research examines court cases 

from the Athens Mixed Court of Appeal, that focus on three types 

of criminal offences including homicides, robberies, and rapes, 
committed in the Greek capital. Thematic analysis indicated two 

central themes concerning the offendersô attitudes: (i) 

ñjustificationsò and (ii) ñdenial of guiltò, as well as two central 
themes from the examination of their social context: (i) attitudes of 

the subgroups in which the offender belongs, towards violence and 

(ii) attitudes of the social surroundings of the offender, regarding 
the violent event. The emerging patterns are discussed in terms of 

common features between the attitudes of the offenders and the 

attitudes of their social text and differences, which are identified 
depending on the type of the violent crime. The research is part of 

the doctoral dissertation of the author ñThe synthesis of the 

individual (psychological) and environmental perspective in the 
case of violent crimesò, which is conducted in Panteion University, 

with the supervision of Professor Christina Zarafonitou and is 

supported by the Hellenic Foundation of Research and Innovation 

(HFRI). 

059.  Remand, lifelong and indefinite imprisonment 
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Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 5 

Chair: 

Dyango Bonsignore, University of Alicante 

Participants: 

Analysis of cases of persons sentenced to life imprisonment with 

parole in Spain (2015-2023) Noelia Corral-Maraver, UNED, 

Spain 

Spain is a country that has not had a long tradition of life 
imprisonment or indeterminate custody sentences. However, in 

2015 a reform to the Spanish Penal Code introduced such a penalty, 

a life imprisonment with, for certain serious crimes. Those 

sentenced to this penalty can be released on parole after periods that 

could range from 25 to 35 years depending on the case. This penal 

reform came into force on July 1, 2015, so at present this penalty 
has been in force for 8 years, with several dozens of sentences 

imposing it. Although its application is still moderate, we already 

have enough data to measure how it is being used in practice. To 
this end, the proceedings and sentences handed down to date will be 

analyzed, from which the following data will be highlighted: 1) Sex 

of the perpetrator(s) of the crime; 2) Age of the perpetrator(s) of the 
crime; 3) Type of crime(s) committed; 4) Possible aggravating or 

mitigating circumstances; 5) Judicial procedure and appeals; 6) 

Minimum term established in the sentence for eligibility for parole. 
The aim is to obtain relevant data that will allow us to outline the 

main characteristics of the cases that are receiving the maximum 

sentence in the Spanish penal system. The goal is to observe the 
social reality, leaving aside myths and clich®s about the type of 

crimes and the profile of offenders that are often promoted by the 

media and certain political and social sectors. At the same time, 
reflections will be made on the extension of these sentences and the 

problems that this can generate in the penitentiary system. 

Better Safe than Sorry? Exploring Scotland's Order for Lifelong 

Restriction Nicola Khadijiah Ceesay, The University of 

Glasgow 

In 2006, Scotland introduced the Order for Lifelong Restriction 

(OLR) deemed to be ñan exceptional sentence for an exceptional 

offenderò (Scottish Government, 2000a). The OLR is a form of 
preventative detention which lawmakers considered would 

strengthen the provisions for the Life sentencing and management 

of serious violent and sexual offenders. The order allows for the 
indeterminate confinement of individuals assessed as posing a high 

risk of serious harm if at liberty. My research qualitatively explores 

the experiences of key actors involved in the penal process through 
semi-structured interviews. Following Braun and Clarke (2022) I 

adopted a reflexive thematic analysis to interpret themes within and 

across the data set. Three preliminary findings are notable: i) the 
introduction of this new form of risk management, denotes a shift 

from traditional forms of criminal justice. This is articulated as an 

intensification of existing mechanisms and the introduction of 
multi-layered regulatory and auditing frameworks to which OLRs 

and those managing them are exposed. These new imperatives of 

the system are experienced as being at odds with the old model of 
justice. ii) while risk practice produces intended consequences 

through a sharpening of the tools and techniques of the system it 

also results in a number of unintended and perhaps unanticipated 
consequences for those involved. Assuming that modern criminal 

justice is rational in character, emotional and moral aspects of this 

work may be marginalised under the weight of bureaucratic goals. 
iii) yet toiling under the conditions of risk and the precautionary 

principle is both moral and emotional work. Themes such as fear, 

anxiety and hopelessness are salient. This indicates that despite the 

proliferation of techniques of rationalisation to achieve the ends of 

harm reduction, this work creates a series of additional risks, 

psychological harms, and exposure to institutional violence for 
those labouring within the system. 

Parole from Life Imprisonment in Austria Helmut Hirtenlehner, 

Johannes Kepler University Linz; Lisa Schmollm¿ller, 

Johannes Kepler University Linz 

Austrian law enables a conditional release from the life sentence 

after serving a minimum prison time of 15 years. However, nearly 
nothing is known about the actual parole practice and its causes. 

Therefore, this presentation seeks to contribute to the closing of this 

research gap. Based on an extensive analysis of court files and 
embedded in an attribution-exchange-theoretical framework, an 

empirical study investigates which ñlifersò are when released and 
which factors influence the corresponding decisions of the 

enforcement courts. Particular attention is paid to the role of the 

institutions routinely involved in the judicial proceeding and the 
effects of occasionally participating psychiatric experts and 

lawyers. 

Who are the people on remand in Portugal? Joana Andrade, 

University of Minho; Rui Abrunhosa Gon­alves, Universidade 

do Minho; Andreia Castro-Rodrigues, ISPA - Instituto 

Universit§rio 

Introduction: Pre-trial detention (PTD) must be applied only in 

situations where no other measure is appropriate. However, many 
researchers have been advocating its overuse. To better understand 

who the individuals awaiting trial in prison are (and if they meet the 

criteria to be on remand), this study intends to characterize a sample 
of remand prisoners (RP) in Portugal. Method: Our sample 

comprised a total of 198 RP (78.3% men). For the present study we 

used a semi-structured interview to collect sociodemographic and 
criminal data, as well as to complete the ñViolence Risk Scaleò 

(VRS) questionnaire. Results: Almost all participants were 

Portuguese (78.3%), most of them reported having familiar support 

(78.9%), and the majority were employed at the time they were 

detained (66.6%). Besides, most respondents in our sample had 

children (62.1%). Most of the participants were on PTD due to an 
alleged non-violent crime (54.1%). Concretely, the majority of 

participants were on remand for alleged drug trafficking (39.9%) 
and propriety crimes (28.8%). Moreover, participants were mostly 

imprisoned for the first time (65.2%), and almost half of the 

participants were accused of committing a crime for the first time 
too (45.5%). Besides, the VRS scores showed that most of the 

participants had a low risk of violence (86.4%). Discussion: Our 

study denoted that most participants were detained for the first time 
and for an alleged non-violent crime, which indicated that they 

were not detained because of the danger they represent. This was 

corroborated by the VRS score, which showed that almost all had a 
low risk of violence. Besides, a considerable number of respondents 

reported having a job and familiar support, which decreases the 

probability of escape. We consider this work to be very elucidative 

of who RP are, and how much of them seem to fulfill the requisites 

of PTD. 

Imprisonment and alternatives to detention in post-Soviet 

countries Celina Nowak, Instutute of Law Studies, Polish 

Academy of Sciences; Anna Rybarczyk, Institute of Law 

Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences 

The issue of imprisonment and alternatives to detention is one of 

the most important problems of contemporary criminal law and 
criminal policy. The available data indicate that there is a clear 

discrepancy in the application of detention between the East and the 

West of Europe. The average prison rate for the Western countries 
usually does not exceed 100 inmates per 100,000 inhabitants, while 

in recent years in Poland the rate has been up to 190, and up to 232 
in Lithuania. The high prison rate is also noted in most other post-

Soviet countries. The paper presents results of a comparative 

research project on five Central & East European countries: 
Lithuania, Poland, Estonia, Romania, Slovak Republic. The project 

aims at addressing the differences in prison rates between post-

Soviet states and Western countries, and at reflecting on ways to 
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close this gap in prison rates, in particular by adopting new 
alternatives to detention and applying already existing alternatives 

to detention more frequently. 

àThe price of security? An economic argument for ñopeningò the 

Spanish prison system. Dyango Bonsignore, University of 

Alicante 

The cost of imprisonment is a topic that goes in and out of fashion 
regularly. However, wondering about the expenses tied to the 

prison system remains a topic that is often regarded with 

skepticism, perhaps especially by progressive scholarship, as if the 
argument opened the door to a worsening of prison conditions. 

Punishing cheaply, in this sense, is often associated to punishing 
more, which is certainly not an objective worth the effort. This state 

of affairs has changed somewhat with the growing attention paid to 

the ñopen prisonò model. In this debate the economic argument has 
been reintroduced in line with a more progressive agenda. Making 

criminal punishment less dependent on imprisonment seems to be 

just as effective (or effective enough) while being significantly less 
expensive. Here we would like to apply this general line of inquiry 

to the Spanish prison system, where economic considerations have 

been mostly absent from the debate, which is still mostly dominated 
by legal scholarship. In this paper, after going over the main 

characteristics of the Spanish prison system, a model for a 

hypothetical ñlightò open prison system is proposed. One of the 
main conclusions that can be drawn from this projection is that it 

doesnôt take a complete migration of the prison system to an ñopenò 

model to reduce quite significantly the economic burden of the 
prison system. Some implications of a more efficient redirection of 

resources are discussed. 

060.  Challenges in Trauma Recovery and Treatment 

Topic 4: Victimology/Consequences of Victimization 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 6 

Chair: 

James Henry John Rischbieth, KU Leuven 

Participants: 

Beyond the Physical Scars: A Qualitative Study of Help-Seeking 

Behaviour Amongst Acid Attack Survivors Rananjai Pratap 

Singh, O. P. Jindal Global University; Tanvi Manoj Nair, O. P. 

Jindal Global University 

Co Authors: Rananjai Pratap Singh and Tanvi Nair Acid attacks 

result in severe physical and psychological damage, often leaving 
survivors facing numerous challenges in seeking help and accessing 

appropriate care. This qualitative study investigates the help-

seeking behaviour of acid attack survivors and the obstacles they 
encounter in accessing assistance. Using Participatory Learning and 

Action methodology, we interviewed ten community workers and 

stakeholders from NGOs working on acid attack violence. 
Participatory approaches, including narratives, discourses, visual 

images, and secondary sources, were employed to present the 

challenges and strategies adopted in reinforcing help-seeking 
behaviour among survivors. Thematic analysis revealed that timely 

help-seeking behaviour is crucial for recovery. However, many 

survivors delayed seeking help due to fear, shame, secondary 
victimization and lack of knowledge about available resources. This 

paper presented a narrative synthesis organized according to help-

seeking barriers, facilitators, sources of help and the responses of 
others. The result suggests that there are many barriers to help-

seeking and that some victims only seek help when the abuse is 

perceived as unbearable or they fear for their safety. This research 
underscores the need for increased awareness and understanding of 

the challenges acid attack survivors face in seeking help. It 
highlights the importance of providing accessible and appropriate 

care and support services, including medical, psychological, and 

financial assistance. The findings can inform the development of 
interventions and policies to enhance support for acid attack 

survivors. By addressing these challenges, we can improve the lives 
of those affected by this horrific form of violence. Keywords: Acid 

attack, survivors, Help-seeking behaviour, Participatory learning 

and action, Barriers 

Trauma-Informed Care: Progress and Challenges for Justice 

System Professionals and Those They Serve Michele Bratina, 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania; Alida Merlo, Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania 

This paper examines the evolution and status of trauma-informed 

care in the justice system. In the last fifteen years, there has been a 

change in the systemôs approach to individuals who have been 
exposed to violence and victimization. Although some punitive 

policies of the ñget-tough eraò of juvenile justice  have not been 

rescinded, police, court staff, judges, and residential treatment 
program providers have adopted more trauma-informed approaches. 

Recently, there is increasing recognition that secondary and 

vicarious trauma are work-related challenges for justice-system 
personnelðparticularly for police. Recognizing this development, 

the authors discuss trauma-informed practices from a two-pronged 

perspective that includes initiatives to improve juvenile and 
criminal justice system responses to justice-involved individuals; 

and  strategies to prevent and address work-related trauma that 

justice system professionals experience. Recommendations for 
trauma-informed care programs in the criminal justice system are 

included along with suggestions for future research and policy. 

whistleblowing and corruption busting in South Africa: a 

dangerous pastime? Anthony de Villiers Minnaar, University of 

Limpopo 

Whistleblowers play a vital role in exposing acts of criminality, 
corruption, bribery, malfeasance, and wrongdoing ï especially by 

public officials, and any other acts considered to be in the realm of 

misconduct and irregular. While most countries have laws to 

protect whistleblowers in particular their anonymity and treating the 

information reported as confidential. But this is not always the case, 

and it can become downright dangerous for a whistleblower. As the 
saga of óState Captureô and high levels of corruption in South 

Africa emerged from the mid-2010s onwards, and more particular 
during the hearings of the so-called Zondo Commission of Enquiry 

(established in January 2018 and sat until June 2022) the valuable 

role played by numerous whistleblowers was revealed. While the 
Protection of Whistleblowers Act seemingly offered them 

protections and even entry to the Witness Protection Programme, 

identities were revealed placing them in danger. This led to several 
of them being either assassinated; fleeing the country in fear of the 

lives; or were ósilencedô by employers and organisations who 

suspended, dismissed and/or launched court cases against them ï in 
fact widespread victimisation of whistleblowers was reported. This 

paper looks at not only the impact such whistleblowers had in 

exposing the extent of the State Capture-related levels of corruption 

in South Africa, but also examines the extreme victimisation they 

experienced; the revealed shortcomings of legislation in South 

Africa that was supposedly to provide full protection to 
whistleblowers; government intransigence in dealing with the 

whistleblower crisis; and proffers some recommendations for 

tightening up and improving the whistleblower  protective laws. 

Contemplating atrocity victimsô needs: a clash of ontologies 

James Henry John Rischbieth, KU Leuven 

In its March 2021 Ntaganda reparations order, the ICC Trial 

Chamber mentioned ñvictimsô needsò 26 times, repeatedly 
emphasising their importance. Despite this, the Courtôs use of the 

term was never defined (nor has it ever been). This is far from 

unique: one regularly encounters ambiguous talk of victimsô needs 
in the international criminal and transitional justice milieux; indeed, 

need has become something of a buzzterm when contemplating 

justice for victims of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes. Unfortunately, the concept of need is poorly understood, 

not only by practitioners in these fields but also by scholars of 

atrocity criminology & victimology. I suggest that this is due, in 
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large part, to the influence of competing ontologies of need: what 
might be termed the subjectivist and collectivist visions of need, 

which are influenced by psychology and political philosophy 

respectively. This presentation will contemplate the ontological 
clash, critiquing features of each vision, before briefly elucidating 

the speakerôs theory of atrocity victimsô needs: a critical, 

synthesised approach, which examines the relationship between 
victimsô interests and notions of justice and seeks to facilitate a 

clearer understanding of victimsô needs in post-atrocity contexts. 

The presentation will summarise key features of the approach and 
clarify its ontological understanding of need, which centres the 

dynamism of post atrocity contexts and victimsô real-world needs, 

while emphasising the important political role that a collectively 
understood concept of need can play, i.e., as a normative principle 

which can set targets for remedial justice, delineate justice needs, 

and guide the design and implementation of redress and criminal 
justice mechanisms. 

Multi -Dimensional Recovery and Growth Among the Homeless:  

A Positive Criminology Perspective Sarel Ohayon, Bar-Ilan 

University; Natti Ronel, Bar-Ilan University 

The research literature on recovery and growth processes of the 
homeless population is limited and lacking - particularly with 

regard to the recovery and growth potential of that population, and 

its recovery capital (RC) dynamics. This qualitative study of 10 
participant from Tel Aviv, attempted to fill the research gap by 

examining the recovery process on its various manifestations, the 

formation of RC, the patterns of coping with distress, and the 
growth processes experienced. This examination was done utilizing 

a positive criminological perspective, thereby enabling particular 

examination of the positive factors leading to recovery. The results 
show how a population with low or depleted RC, in a state of 

extreme distress, and in the pain of a bottom experience, succeeded 

in developing RC on a personal, social, and spiritual level - and 

through it, also reaching post-crisis growth. This study yields 

innovative terminology to describe the coping patterns and their 

development in three stagesðeconomical coping, liminal stage of 
resources mustering, and resourceful coping - and a model that 

explains and re-conceptualize the phenomenon. 

061.  Victimology-victims right's and  law enforcement 

Topic 4: Victimology/Victimsô rights 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 7 

Chair: 

Daniela Rodriguez, Oxford University 

Participants: 

Access to victim assistance - potentials and limits of digital 

solutions Hauke Bock, University of Leipzig; Tim Nicklas 

Festerling, University of Leipzig 

Digitization offers numerous opportunities for easier access to 
justice, also for victims of crime. Innovations have so far been 

found primarily in those legal areas in which economically-driven 

interests are driving progress more strongly. In the area of criminal 
law, the debate focusses primarily on reducing obstacles for those 

who report crimes to the police. In Germany, even the application 

for basic state victim assistance under the Act on Compensation for 
Victims of Violent Crimes is only partially accessible online. The 

presentation goes beyond this and extends the consideration to non-

governmental actors of victim assistance. Using the example of the 
German NGO "WeiÇer Ring e.V.", potentials and limitations of 

digital access to organized help for victims of crime will be 

analyzed. How can access be provided through digital solutions that 
would otherwise not be available? Can inequalities in access to 

victim assistance be mitigated through digital approaches? And 

what are the limitations of digital solutions in a support system that 

is largely based on human support? These and other questions will 

be examined on the basis of internal statistics and interviews with 

actors in the non-governmental victim support sector. 

Implementation of the victimsô directive into Polish legal order: 

theoretical and practical issues Joanna Beata Banach-

Gutierrez, UWM in Olsztyn 

Implementation of the victimsô directive into Polish legal order: 

theoretical and practical issues Joanna Beata Banach-Gutierrez 

University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, Poland This 
contribution will deal with some theoretical and practical issues 

related to implementation of the EU directive 29/2012 (hereafter: 

victimsô directive) into Polish legal order. First, the attention will be 
paid on the selected provisions of the directive in the context of 

Polish regulations. Second, a reference will be made to practical 
functioning of the regulations adopted in Poland, which should 

safeguard the victimsô rights. It seems that despite of undertaken 

efforts in adjustments of Polish legal order to the standards of the 
victimsô directive still there are many questionable issues 

concerning, both its proper implementation and functioning in the 

legal practice. Hence, this contribution aims at giving some insight 
into the current problems in exercising the victimsô rights in the 

context of a comparative study, focusing on the EU directive 

29/2012 and Polish legal order as well as legal or judicial practice.   
Contact: jbbanachgutierrez@gmail.com 

Investigating police compliance with the Victims' Code: An 

exploratory case study from northern England. Nikki D'Souza, 

Northumbria University; Donna Marie Brown, Durham 

University 

We are witnessing a watershed moment for victimsô rights in 

England and Wales. The British government has recently 

introduced the Victims and Prisoners Bill (2023) into Parliament.  
The Bill aims to improve victimsô confidence in, and experience of, 

the criminal justice system. Amidst the various measures promoted, 

The Code of Practice for Victims of Crime (Victimsô Code) 

continues to occupy a central role in service provision. The first 

Victimsô Code came into effect in 2006, with the latest revised code 

coming into force in 2021. It sets out the minimum standard of 
service that organisations must provide to victims. Unfortunately, 

the extent to which this is upheld is the subject of on-going concern 
and debate. To date, there is no evidence base examining the extent 

to which different organisations fulfil their statutory obligations 

under the Victimsô Code. This paper draws on an exploratory piece 
of research investigating the extent to which one Police 

Constabulary in northern England is meeting its statutory 

obligations under the Victimsô Code, in respect of offering and 
providing Restorative Justice (RJ) to victims and offenders. Under 

section 4 of the Victimsô Code, victims have a óright to be referred 

to services that support victims and have services and support 
tailored to your needsô (p.17). Drawing on innovative qualitative 

and quantitative data generated, we will outline the key findings 

from our research, identifying which factors facilitated and 

circumscribed policing professionals in upholding the RJ rights 

enshrined within the Victimsô Code. We will then move on to 

describe how our findings have informed the updated practices of 
our collaborating policing partner. In doing so, we hope to open up 

discussions about how criminal justice agencies can better prepare 

for understanding, measuring and complying to the Victimsô Code 
in the future. 

Navigating Private Grief and ñCollective Traumaò: Making Sense 

of Being Personally Affected by Terrorism Sandra Lßining 

Larsen, University of Nottingham 

Individuals personally affected of terrorism in the UK are extremely 

newsworthy and are made hypervisible for a brief period of time 
before becoming near invisible in State responses to terrorism. 

Inadequate financial compensation, lacklustre psychological help, 

and insufficient immediate support in the aftermath of terror attacks 
are among key issues identified for this group of victims in 

literature from around the world. My doctoral research seeks to map 

how those personally affected by terrorism make sense of their 
experiences, as well as how they memorialise their experiences, and 
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make sense of media attention and political reactions to terrorism. 
Approx. 24 unstructured interviews are being conducted, and 

preliminary findings indicate that those personally affected are not 

able to make sense of such a ñsurrealò and ñlife-changingò 
experience. Fake news, invasive journalism, the financial burden of 

the trauma, and navigating the concept ñmoving onò are also 

frequent themes across discussions with participants. The 
unstructured interviews have been conducted using photo and 

object elicitation, allowing for free association and not-thought-of-

before aspects of terrorism aftermath. Recommendations put 
forward by myself and the participants include the allocation of a 

case worker to each person/family affected in the immediate 

aftermath of an attack who can assist with accessing mental health 
support, complete financial compensation applications, and help 

with everyday tasks such as grocery shopping. 

The institutionalized criminalization of reports of domestic and/or 

gender-based violence without conviction Daniela Rodriguez, 

Oxford University 

Domestic and/or gender-based violence are complex topics, marked 

by issues such as secondary victimization, victim blaming, 

insufficient responses from the justice system, lack of social 
understanding of the dynamics of violence, minimization of its 

effects and inaccurate risks assessments that might end in the death 

of the abused partner. Some countries in Europe have taken up the 
challenge, such as Spain, to modify their legislation to consider 

matters such as training in gender and the dynamics of gender-

based violence. However, despite the advance in legislation there 
are still cases that report such principles are not being considered, 

disregarding the Istanbul convention leading to further risk and 

harm to all the victims. Based on empirical research through focus 
groups with survivors of domestic violence and interviews with 

stakeholders in both Spain and the United Kingdom, this 

presentation focuses on one aspect that has received little 

consideration: the impact of evidence in future legal proceedings 

involving the victims and perpetrators by judicial institutions when 

it comes to the protection of the victims, specially in cases that 
involve children. This presentation also covers how the early 

decisions and measures taken by the answering institutions might 

impact on later decisions, erasing their voices and even being used 
against them leaving victims many times at an even greater risk of 

further harm, while analysing the institutional, local and cultural 

factors that might be playing a role in limiting law enforcement and 
the solutions envisioned by new politics and measures when it 

comes to applied practice. 

062.  Future Research Directions on Old age and Ageing in criminal 

justice 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Pre-arranged Panel 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 8 

Older prisoners are the fastest growing age group in prison systems around 

the world. Since the 2000s, the aging phenomenon has generated a 

groundswell of interest from charities, community organizations and 
government officials. Yet, old age is often treated as a separate and discrete 

policy issue, akin to a technical prison management problem. Despite regular 

calls to develop nationwide strategies, there have been few responses to the 
challenges raised by the aging of the prison population. The predominant 

focus across the social sciences and health literature on aging prisoners has 

been on the medical and health conditions of confinement. There is indeed a 
lot to contemplate regarding older people having to navigate old age and its 

attendant medical issues in addition to navigating prison life itself. This panel 

will provide a forum for fresh thinking about old age across the criminal 
justice system. It will exemplify the strengths of socio-legal scholarship, 

inviting new perspectives on the ideas, institutions, and practices of old age in 

the criminal justice context. 

Chair: 

Richard Sparks, University of Edinburgh 

Participants: 

Capturing the Realities of Aging: A Photo Voice Project in a 

Belgian Prison Diete Humblet, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

Ageism is a pervasive issue in society that can lead to negative 

stereotypes, discrimination, and marginalization, with detrimental 
effects on the physical and mental well-being of older individuals. 

Despite its prevalence, the impact of ageism on older people in 

prison remains underexplored. To address this gap, this study uses 
the photo voice method among older people in prison in a Belgian 

prison to capture the multifaceted realities of aging in prison. By 

providing cameras to the participants, the study empowers older 
people in prison to take an active role in the research process and 

document their experiences of aging in prison. The study carefully 
considers the theoretical, empirical, methodological, and ethical 

dimensions of using the photo voice method to study aging in 

prison. It highlights the need for future research to address ageism 
in prisons and develop interventions that enhance the quality of life 

of older people in prison. Moreover, it emphasizes the value of 

participatory visual methods in exploring the experiences of 
marginalized groups and promoting social change, while 

recognizing the challenges involved in conducting research with 

populations in vulnerable situations. In conclusion, this study 
suggests that future research on aging in prison should employ 

participatory research methods, such as photo voice, to promote the 

inclusion and participation of older people in prison in the research 
process, while carefully considering the theoretical, empirical, 

methodological, and ethical aspects involved. 

Old, frail and dying: exploring the challenges of providing 

equitable care to those approaching the end of life in prison. 

Mary Turner, Huddersfield University 

Prison populations in the UK and across the world have risen 

steadily over recent years and are projected to continue to do so in 

the foreseeable future. In many countries, older people constitute an 

increasing proportion of the prison population and, like their 
counterparts outside prison, experience an increasing burden of ill 

health and frailty with advancing age; these burdens are 

exacerbated by prison regimes and environments. The numbers of 
deaths in custody are also rising, and with them the need for social 

care, healthcare, and palliative and end of life care (PEOLC). As a 

consequence, prison staff face numerous challenges in trying to 
meet the needs of older, frail and dying people. This paper will 

explore some of these challenges by drawing on the authorôs 

previous and current research, including a recent international study 
of palliative care in prisons that undertook in-depth interviews with 

more than 90 participants from Australia, Belgium, England, 

France, Northern Ireland, Portugal and Scotland. This study 
revealed wide variations in how dying is managed in prison 

settings, and highlighted inequalities within and between countries. 

It also indicated similarities, such as the need for adequate staff 
training and support in delivering PEOLC. As well as addressing 

some of the practical challenges, the paper will also consider ethical 
questions about how the needs of older people should be met by 

prison services, and how the principle of equivalence, which is 

enshrined in the United Nationsô ñNelson Mandela Rulesò, can best 
be upheld. 

Coming Out of Prison: An Exploratory Qualitative Research and 

Arts Project of LGBT Elders involved in the Criminal Justice 

System Tina Maschi, Fordham University 

This multisensory research and arts based project presents findings 

from a two-phase qualitative grounded theory and participatory 
action strategies that includes a short documentary exploring the 

experiences of 10 formerly incarcerated LGBT eldersô experiences 

prior to, during, and after release from prison. The core theme of 
self and the social mirror emerged from the data that represented 

LGBT elders ongoing coming-out process of unearthing their ñtrue 

selvesò despite managing multiple stigmatized identities or social 
locations, such as being LGBT, elderly, HIV positive, formerly 
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incarcerated, and a racial/ethnic minority. These findings include 
visibility, voice, and further personal and collection awareness of an 

overlooked population of LGBT+ who are older and involved in the 

criminal justice system. Recommendations that incorporate 
suggestions from formerly incarcerated LGBT elders for services 

and policy reform are collectively pondered. 

A legal comparison of punishing, protecting, and managing old 

age Marion Vannier, VANNIER 

Age, particularly old age, is rarely considered in law. Whilst there 

are specific provisions requiring the adjustment of carceral 

conditions to old prisonersô specific needs, in particular on grounds 
of health, there are no requirements under national and international 

law that old prisoners should benefit from a special regime (as is 

the case for juveniles), especially at the time of sentencing. With a 
focus on caselaw, doctrine and legal reasoning, this paper explores 

how different bodies of law have approached old age. What place 

does old age hold in criminal law and sentencing? What 
humanitarian guarantees are provided to those who age? How does 

prison law manage old age? A holistic review of old age under law 

will illuminate. 

063.  Advances in Teaching Methods 1. Critical and Novel 

Perspectives 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Teaching 

Methods 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 10 

Chair: 

Jo«o Raphael da Silva, University of the West of England 

Participants: 

Between Orthodoxy and Criticality: Mapping U.K.-based 

Terrorism Studies Educatorsô Paradigms Jo«o Raphael da 

Silva, University of the West of England 

Since Terrorism Studies was born around the early-1970s 
(Stampnitzky, 2013), orthodoxy dominated Terrorism Studies. In 

The Causes of Terrorism (1981), Martha Crenshaw suggested that 

Terrorism Studies could be organized around three clusters: causes, 
development and socio-political consequences (p. 379). Until 2007, 

the peer-reviewed journals Studies in Conflict and Terrorism and 

Terrorism and Political Violence were the only dedicated spaces to 
discuss the phenomenon. Substantial progress was accomplished, 

however, the enormous resources that have been allocated to 

Terrorism Studies, especially Orthodox Terrorism Studies (OTS), 
were not enough to fill all gaps that continue to be open (Sageman, 

2014; Schuurman, 2019; Haghani, 2022). Eventually, Critical 

Terrorism Studies (CTS) emerged by challenging, among OTSôs 
characteristics such as ñ[é] an embarrassing list of methodological 

and analytical weaknesses [é]ò (Jackson, 2007: 244), the 

overemphasis on non-State terrorism driven by Statesô agendas and 
consequent negligence towards State Terrorism, as argued by 

Smyth et al. (2008) to launch the peer-reviewed Critical Studies on 

Terrorism journal. Swiftly, Horgan and Boyle (2008) published A 
Case Against ñCritical Terrorism Studiesò that ends by concluding 

that the allegedly limitations that were being highlighted by CTS 

scholars had been already considered by their OTS peers, a division 
that seems to have been crystallized (Jackson, 2012; English, 2016). 

Methodologically built upon a Descriptive Content Analysis (DCA) 

(Neuendorf, 2002) on the syllabuses that U.K.-based Terrorism 
Studies educators have designed, the present research maps out 

their teaching resources to answer: What have been the most read 

Terrorism Studies peer-reviewed journals? What have been the 
most read Terrorism Studies books? Who have been the most read 

Terrorism Studies scholars? Is Orthodox Terrorism Studies still the 
dominant paradigm? Ultimately, the present research answers: 

What are we teaching about terrorism? 

Criminal Justice Education for the Next Decade: Geospatial 

Technologies in the Curriculum Mary Brewster, West Chester 

University; Gary W Coutu, West Chester 

Traditional criminal justice curriculum focuses on content related to 

law enforcement, corrections, criminal investigation, criminal law, 

and criminal procedure. In addition to historical and contemporary 
knowledge within these topical areas, there is a growing need for 

criminal justice professionals with knowledge and training in 

deploying geospatial technologies and spatial analytics. The need 
for new approaches, in the classroom and profession, is also 

motivated by the increasing complexity of crime data analysis, 

investigation, monitoring, and response. Within the academic 
sphere, it is essential that we offer future criminal justice 

professionals interdisciplinary instruction on cutting-edge programs 
and responses. The Department of Criminal Justice and the 

Department of Geography and Planning at West Chester University 

of Pennsylvania are addressing this through interdisciplinary 

specialized undergraduate and graduate GIS courses, professional 

certificates, minors, and research/project experience involving 

geospatial technologies and analytics. This includes courses for 
criminal justice students infused with GIS tools and data analytics, 

student research using GIS tools and spatial analysis and 

visualization, field data collection, cloud-based mapping, cutting 
edge GIS modules for urban planning, introduction of new drone, 

image analysis, and machine learning tools into the classroom and 

research, and integrated curriculum related to disaster planning and 
geospatial intelligence. In addition to providing various applied 

regional, national, and international course-based and research 

examples, this paper also reviews the requirements, success, and 
challenges of these changes to a traditional criminal justice 

curriculum. 

Decolonising European Criminology in Higher Education Fahid 

Qurashi, University of Salford 

This paper analyses the coloniality of Criminology and makes the 

case for a decolonisation of the discipline in higher education to 

enhance its transformative potential in the twenty first century.  In 
this paper, I argue that Criminology and criminal justice retain the 

colonial baggage that was an inspiration for the birth of the 

discipline, and that this has resulted in a reproduction of its colonial 
assumptions in higher education and a politicised application and 

understanding of Criminology and criminal justice in the twenty 

first century. The paper makes two key contributions. Firstly, it 
shows how decolonisation can enhance an understanding of 

criminological theory, criminological research methods, and the 

criminological study of racism, state crime, and punishment and 
imprisonment. Secondly, it outlines four learning and teaching 

enhancements that can emerge from teaching a decolonised 

Criminology: lifelong learning; global citizenship; 
internationalization; and inclusive curriculums. 

Decolonising the Criminology Curriculum: Exploring and 

Understanding Criminology Staff Experiences Kelly Stockdale, 

Northumbria University; Rowan Sweeney, University of 

Gloucestershire; Ryan Peacey, The University of Manchester 

Building on previous research (Stockdale and Sweeney 2022, 2021, 

2019; Stockdale, Sweeney and Mcluskey Dean, 2021; Stockdale et 
al. 2022) this paper explores staff perspectives of designing the 

criminology curriculum and the content they create. We will 

present initial findings from qualitative semi-structured interviews 
held with staff who teach criminology (permanent and hourly paid) 

at different Universities around the world. The research explores 

the barriers and opportunities that staff experience when attempting 
to decolonise and diversify the criminology content that they teach. 

In this paper we reflect on micro level work and ideas of individual 

criminologists as they reflect on their teaching practices and the 
conditions within which they produce content for students. We also 

consider the meso level university approaches to the work staff do, 

the time allocated to do it, and support for the wider decolonising 

strategies, as well as the macro-level discipline-specific issues of 

ócriminologyô and how it is taught. In doing so, this paper provides 
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evidence of the challenges and opportunities for the decolonisation 
of criminology curricula internationally at an individual, university, 

and disciplinary level. Evidence explored in this paper will offer 

valuable insight to support decolonising work in criminology 
curricula for individual criminologists, criminology programmes, 

and the discipline more broadly, adding to growing scholarship 

regarding criminological pedagogy and curriculum decolonisation. 

The development of Autonomous Virtual Agents (AVA) to train 

Justice professionals in Risk and Needs Assessment. Loµce 

Gandibleux, University of Mons; Ann-Pierre Raiche, 

University of Montreal; Jean-Pierre Guay, University of 

Montreal; Thierry Pham, University of Mons 

For the past 40 years, Canada has been developing its knowledge of 
Evidence-Based Practices (EBP) used with offenders. However, 

these EBPs, although promoted by the scientific community, are 

slowly implemented in Belgium. Training issues are a major 

obstacle to their implementation (Cook et al., 2009). Indeed, 

teaching EBPs is complex and tacit (Delany & Golding, 2014), and 

experience is not sufficient to master them (Gigante, 2013). It is 
then necessary to couple a high-quality initial training with the 

possibility for professionals to test their learning, and systematic, 

and consistent feedback on their performance. Consequently, 
Canadian, and Belgian researchers set up a collaboration to design 

Autonomous Virtual Agents (AVA) simulating perpetrators of 

violence with whom participants can interact to train in the 
assessment of risk, needs, and protective factors with a 

transdisciplinary approach. This research is divided into four parts. 

First, a database of risk interview questions was collected from 
second-year masterôs students in forensic psychological sciences. 

Second, questions were classified into intentions through a thematic 

analysis. Intentions group together different formulations of the 
same question (e.g. ñHow is the relationship with your parents?ò 

and ñHow do you get along with your parents?ò). In June 2023, 

Belgian perpetrators of violence will be interviewed to construct 
identities and obtain responses to the intentions. The collected 

responses will be integrated into the AVAs. The third part will 

consist of the integration of the AVAs into the training platform. 
Finally, a study of the usefulness of the AVAs (qualitative and 

quantitative approaches) will be carried out. Training on risk 
assessment using AVA will be offered to psychologists in prison. 

At the end, their advice will be collected to evaluate their feelings 

about the AVA. The present presentation will discuss in detail the 
development process of the most realistic AVA possible. 

064.  Punitive Attitudes Across Type of Crime and State Boundaries 

Topic 6: Perceptions of Crime and Justice/Attitudes about 

Punishment and Criminal Justice System 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 11 

Chair: 

Daniel McCarthy, University of Surrey 

Participants: 

Citizens and criminal justice: an overestimated sense of 

punishment C®cile Vigour, CNRS (French National Center for 

Scientific research) - Sciences Po Bordeaux (France); Virginie 

Gautron, Law factulty, University of Nantes (France) 

This article deals with social representations of criminal justice in 
France. The article underlines the profound discrepancy between 

the abstract representations of criminal justice, in relation to their 

conceptions of delinquency, sentences and their aims, and their 
judgements on concrete situations. There is also a relative 

depoliticisation of assessments of concrete cases. While a majority 

of respondents share the feeling of excessive judicial leniency 
concerning certain types of offences or offenders, their positions are 

much more nuanced when the context of the cases is detailed. 

Beyond the criminal offence, which is considered in the abstract, 

they look at the harm and the course of events, the criminal record, 
but also at the perpetrator's motivations, personality and history: 

this leads them to adjust their judgements on the severity of the 

sentence. This finding is observed in both the qualitative and 
quantitative surveys, and confirms results observed abroad (Frost 

2010 ; Kuhn, Vuill® 2010 ; Leclerc 2012 ; Leclerc et al. 2017). This 

paper is based on a mixed research design conducted in France 
(Vigour et al. 2022): a focus group research involving 80 

participants, and a quantitative survey with 2370 respondents (from 

a scientific panel created through a representative random sample). 
Three-hour interviews were conducted with 17 groups, constituted 

on the basis of social belonging (socio-professional category and 

level of educational attainment; workers, employees, or temporary 
workers, as opposed to working in intermediary or managerial roles 

and the professions), whether or not participants had court 

experience, and the type of court: civil or criminal. The qualitative 
and quantitative survey protocol was designed in parallel and 

symmetrically: first general questions; then the reaction to excerpts 

from a documentary film on criminal justice; and vignettes. 

Disparity in punitive attitudes towards stranger and partner rape: 

Analysis of representative survey findings from six European 

countries Andrzej Porňbski, Jagiellonian University; Ewa 

Ilczuk, Jagiellonian University; Andrzej Uhl, Cambridge 

University 

The relationship between perpetrator and victim is a critical 
component in public attitude toward rape. Despite its devastating 

consequences for the victims, intimate partner rape has long been 

downplayed or seen as a private matter between spouses. Numerous 
studies confirm that the public and judiciary tend to treat 

perpetrators who had a close relationship with the victim more 

leniently than strangers. The literature considers this tendency as 
one of the rape myths - stereotypical and harmful beliefs about 

rape, rapists and the victims. Against this backdrop, we set out to 

study the social forces behind the discrepancy in how the public 
assesses either type of rape. Specifically, the paper examines 

cultural and personal factors as potential correlates of differences in 

punitiveness toward partner versus stranger rape. The empirical 
basis of this study is 2021 data collected for the Central European 

Social Survey, a novel tool designed to continuously trace social 
changes in samples representative for six countries (n = 11383), 

namely Germany, Poland, Austria, Czechia, Slovakia, and Hungary. 

The respondents in each country were invited to choose suitable 
penalties for, amongst others, stranger and partner rape. The data 

was analysed using logistic and linear regression models; First, we 

examine a binary outcome which assumes a positive value 
whenever a participant recommended a milder penalty for partner 

rape than for stranger rape. Then, for those who demanded an 

unsuspended prison term for both offences, we use the percentage 
difference in its recommended duration (in months) as a continuous 

outcome in order to boost the robustness of our findings. Crucially, 

we found men more likely to afford greater leniency to partner rape 
in all studied jurisdictions. The results also indicate a clear 

influence of cultural factors on differential punitiveness, although 

the analysis showed no correlation with religion. 

Problem populations: identifying generational effects of attitudes 

towards offenders, school children, and welfare recipients 

1983-2020. Emily Gray, University of Warwick; Victoria 

Barrett, University of Huddersfield; Stephen Farrall, 

University of Nottingham 

The role of political socialisation in explaining long term trends in 
social attitudes towards three groups of órulebreakersô will be 

examined in this paper. It will employ collated British Social 

Attitudes Survey data (1984-2019/20) alongside a selection of 
aggregate-level variables to conduct an óage, period and cohortô 

analysis of punitive sentiments. It will highlight how generational 

effects underlie trends in punitiveness towards key social groups.   

Our results underline the theoretical significance of political 

socialization and the methodological consequence of longitudinal 
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analyses when exploring public sentiments towards órulebreakersô. 

The Criminalization of Abortion in the United States Kristy 

Holtfreter, Arizona State University; Michael D. Reisig, 

Arizona State University 

Polling data continue to show that a majority of Americans support 

keeping abortion services legal. Nevertheless, in 2022 the United 

States Supreme Court eliminated the constitutional right to such 
medical procedures, leaving the decision of whether to keep 

abortion legal to individual states. Several states have since enacted 

laws banning abortion services, with some including criminal 
penalties for women and medical professionals. Using survey data 

from a national sample of adults (N = 1,494), this study tests a 
series of hypotheses derived from two theoretical perspectivesð

benevolent sexism and minority threatðto identify key factors 

driving public support for criminalizing abortion services. The 
implications of the findings are discussed. 

Understanding support for punitive punishment in the United 

Kingdom Daniel McCarthy, University of Surrey 

Populist punitiveness has been regarded as a cornerstone of neo-
liberalist agendas associated with tough political responses to crime 

and punishment. Public opinion forms an important part of this 

punitive context, helping provide the base for punitive modes of 
punishment to be implemented. But who are kinds of people who 

support more punitive punishment? What generalisations can we 

draw from predominantly US-based studies assessing punitive 
attitudes to the UK? Using data from the 2019 British Social 

Attitudes Survey, the factors underpinning support for punitive 

attitudes are highlighted. Results demonstrate that death penalty 
support was associated with those with being male, possessing 

lower education levels, belonging to a non-Christian faith, right-

leaning political voting, exhibiting racist values and low support for 
public welfare support. Similarly with views on stricter sentencing, 

we find again that lower education was a stable predictor of 

support, alongside Catholic faith, right leaning voting, being 
married or divorced/separated, and low support for welfare. 

065.  WCCJ Panel 5 ï Women's Pathways to Criminalisation 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Feminist 

Criminology 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 2 

Chair: 

Angelina Stanojoska, Faculty of Law, University "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" Bitola 

Participants: 

Beyond Victimization: The Role of Women in Human Trafficking 

Serena Timmoneri, Anglia Ruskin University 

Human trafficking has been defined as the ñfacilitationò of 

movement of people with the goal of exploiting them. Human 

trafficking is a gendered transnational crime, as until today, most of 
the people being trafficked from one country of origin to one of 

destination, are women and girls. This article aims at challenging 

the current dominant approach of victim/perpetrator dichotomy 
using Nigerian Madams as Case Study, a unique case not just 

because it is about women exploited and trafficked by other women 

that is not a ñnewò phenomenon per se (just think to historic 
merciless Madams, from France to the United States, from the 

Netherlands to Thailand) but because Nigerian women succeeded in 

obtaining a leading role in criminal organizations involved in large-
scale human trafficking and they left their male competitors behind. 

After presenting the two mains contrasting positions (i.e. moral 
approach and sex work approach), the author will use the Nigerian 

case to discuss how women are active members, even leaders, of 

transnational criminal organizations challenging the criminological 

ñmythò of the passivity of women in criminal organizations, and 

how Nigerian Madams are becoming an ñentrepreneurialò model 

for other African women (i.e Ghanaians, Cameroonians)  and young 
girls who deliberately choose prostitution as a way out from 

poverty, in some cases, aiming at finally becoming exploiters. The 

author will show how both in the case of exploiters and victims the 
main reason for joining crime is lack of access to resources, poverty 

and discrimination outlining areas for further research and 

intervention at social level. 

Miseducated: girlsô and womenôs pathways from disciplinary 

punishment and devaluation in the classroom to criminalisation 

Gilly Sharpe, University of Sheffield, UK 

Educational disadvantage and school exclusion are commonplace 

amongst criminalised young people, and they are in turn over-
determined by poverty, disability and special educational needs. 

School exclusion and other forms of classroom punishment serve to 

mark young people out as ófailuresô, with potentially lasting 
emotional and behavioural consequences, as well as enduring 

effects on their opportunities for economic and social advancement. 

Only rarely has scholarship considered the specific nature of young 
womenôs pathways between school and the penal system. There is 

evidence of a triangular relationship between involvement in the 

state ócareô system, experience of school-based disciplinary 
punishment and criminalisation amongst girls, which raises 

questions about how institutional cultures and practices may 

variously serve to punish or, conversely, to ignore or invisibilise 
girlhood marginalisation and disadvantage. This paper examines the 

affective dimensions of schooling and their lasting emotional 

legacy in the lives of 36 women who were criminalised as teenagers 
and followed up as adults. I argue that criminalisation and criminal 

stigma overlap with, and are shaped by, class-based condescension, 

racism and welfare inaction within schools. Girlsô experiences of 
disciplinary punishment, exclusion and class-based devaluation and 

indifference at school have enduring psychological and material 

effects, which are subsequently replicated and compounded within 

penal institutions. 

Motivational and cognitive factors in pathways to offending 

amongst women who have sexually offended Judith Abulafia, 

Ashkelon Academic College, Ashkelon, Israel; Robert Epstein, 

Israel Prison Service, Ramla, Israe 

Abstract Data-driven models, addressing the internal motivations, 

pathways to offending, and supportive cognitions amongst women 
who have sexually offended have emerged in recent years, with 

significant consequences for understanding risk factors and 

developing treatment programmes. In the current research, recent 
empirically based models were explored in a national sample 

consisting of all women who had committed sexual offences and 

were assessed over a 12-year period (n = 28). The utility of the 
motivational and cognitive models tested was supported, although 

not all cases could be easily coded, and new categories are 

suggested in order to better characterize the unique aspects of sex 

offending amongst women who have sexually offended. Key 

findings included fewer women than expected who reported being 

coerced by a male partner, frequent conjunction between sex and 
intimacy needs, and a lack of a clear relationship between offence-

related cognitions and motivational pathways. The results support 

the importance of integrating and further developing gender-
specific clinical factors within a gender-neutral treatment paradigm. 

Keywords female sexual offenders, cognitive distortions, 

motivation, schema, typology, pathways 

The Feminist Pathways Perspective:  The Pathways to Crime of 

Female Murderers in the Republic of North Macedonia 

Angelina Stanojoska, Faculty of Law, University "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" Bitola 

Factors leading to violent behavior among females resulting in 

homicide are complex and interconnected on several social levels 

and on an individual level. Previous research in North Macedonia 
(Stanojoska & Jurtoska, 2019; 2020) has shown a correlation 

between strain and abuse and discrimination resulting in violent 

crimes. Purpose - The main purpose of this chapter is by using the 
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feminist pathways perspective to investigate the life trajectories of 
women towards violent behavior. We should conclude about the 

most common life trajectories of women whoôve committed murder 

and are incarcerated. This will also help us structure a classification 
of pathways of incarcerated women in North Macedonia. 

Design/methodology/approach - The research includes N=9 (nine) 

incarcerated women who have committed murder. Through the in-
depth interviews, we gathered data about events from womenôs 

lives prior to their criminal activity that could have triggered 

criminal behavior as a response to those life events. Findings - 
Women commit murder more rarely than men, when they do 

commit it in most cases it is either connected to an intimate 

partnerôs violence or the victim is another family member or their 
baby. Originality/value ï In North Macedonia, to our knowledge, 

until now no research has been done on feminist pathways in 

connection to homicide. Based on the results, gender-specific 
intervention and prevention strategies could be designed by relevant 

authorities. Keywords: female offenders, feminist pathways 

perspective, homicide, North Macedonia. 

Women perpetrators of violence against women: the peculiar case 

of dowry related violence in India Jyoti Belur, UCL; Kartikeya 

Tripathi, UCL; Sravya Palla, Researcher 

Prevalent criminological theories provide inadequate understanding 

of the aetiology of dowry-related domestic violence (DV) in India. 
To address this gap in the literature this paper presents an empirical 

analysis of a sample of over a 100 first information reports of DV, 

registered at a Womenôs Police Station in New Delhi, India. 
Findings indicate that almost all the complainants were married 

women, that the complaints were dowry-related, and involved 

multiple perpetrators. Furthermore, in contrast to a preponderance 
of male perpetrators of violence against women (VAW) in the 

home reported in the Global North, in these cases the mother-in-law 

was often the main instigator and perpetrator of violence, followed 

closely by the husband, and other members (both male and female) 

of the extended family. Notably, most of these cases had a script-

like quality, a well-defined trajectory, and displayed commonalities 
in the nature and types of abuse inflicted. The analysis further 

revealed the existence of clear warning flags and specific windows 

of time in the early years of marriage when women were most 
vulnerable to abuse. Criminological explanations for DV against 

women in the literature are inadequate to explain dowry-related 

abuse, since the former are traditionally focused on notions of 
intimate partner violence rooted in patriarchy. Existing literature on 

family violence also falls short as it mainly focuses on child or 

elder abuse in the home. The paper makes an original contribution 
to the understanding of dowry-related VAW from a variety of 

sociological and criminological perspectives. Finally, implications 

for policy and practice to address dowry related violence are 
discussed. 

066.  Criminal law as trending topic: A Criminological and 

Criminal Policy Analysis of a Week of Communication on 

Twitter  

Topic 6: Perceptions of Crime and Justice/Media and social 

construction of crime 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 3 

This roundtable presents the book "Derecho Penal Trending Topic: Un 

an§lisis criminol·gico y pol²tico criminal de una semana de comunicaci·n en 
Twitter" (Trending Topic Criminal Law: A Criminological and Criminal 

Policy Analysis of a Week of Communication on the Social Network 

Twitter), a collective work that aims to provide insight into the 
communicative reality of Criminal Law on social networks. In November 

2022, Spain experienced a series of political and media controversies related 

to Criminal Law, such as the reform of the crime of sedition, the reform of 
sexual offenses, and the order to commit the former president of Andalusia to 

prison, among others. The impact of these controversies was so significant 

that on November 11th, the term "C·digo Penal" (Criminal Law) ranked 

among the top 30 trends on Twitter Spain. This initiated a 7-day period during 
which the top 30 Twitter trends featured terms like "CGPJ" (Council of the 

Judiciary) "Judges," and "Criminal Law." The book examines these trends 

and the discussions they encompass, juxtaposing them with the factual reality 
upon which they are based. The objective is to analyze the communicative 

reality of our discipline on this social network, identifying its main 

characteristics and biases in light of the reality it purports to report. This 
analysis serves a critical purpose: once the irrational communicative 

dynamics have been identified, the goal is to address the development of 

intervention and information strategies. 

Chair: 

Fernando Mir·-Llinares, CRĉMINA Center, University Miguel 

Hern§ndez of Elche 

Participants: 

#LaManada, Criminal Law in the Age of Post-Truth Fernando-

Guanarteme S§nchez-L§zaro, La Laguna University 

The Refraction of Sedition Offense Reform in Social Media Elena 

Beatriz Fern§ndez-Castej·n, CRĉMINA Center, University 

Miguel Hern§ndez of Elche 

Criminal Law trending topic: a book not about law Jes¼s Aguerri, 

CRĉMINA Center, University Miguel Hern§ndez of Elche 

067.  School exclusion and delinquency in England, Scotland, and 

Slovenia: Transferring policies or comparing the incomparable? 

Topic 7: Comparative and Historical Perspectives/Cross-National 

Comparisons of Crime and Justice 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 4 

In the UK, research in education and criminology has explored how school 

exclusion contributes to youth crime. Recent studies have also examined the 

political economies of school exclusion in different parts of the UK, revealing 

rising numbers in England and stable or falling rates in Scotland. In Slovenia, 

little is known about school exclusion and its relationship with youth crime. 
Although the education system is inclusive and the youth justice system 

welfare-oriented, recent research has shown that more than 60% of young 

people in conflict with the law are regularly absent from school. Further, the 
scale of persistent school absence is shocking for girls, foreign nationals, 

some ethnic minorities, young people with disabilities, and those suffering 

from substance abuse. School exclusion reduction in Scotland ï especially in 
Glasgow ï has received substantial media and policy attention in recent years. 

In England, multiple governmental agencies have expressed a desire to 

replicate the exclusion reduction in Glasgow, often citing the connection 
between school exclusion and violence as a key motivating factor. This 

roundtable will consider whether we can compare school exclusion and youth 

offending in different jurisdictions with diverse criminal justice traditions and 
other policy conditions surrounding school exclusion and transfer successful 

policies between them. It will examine the jurisdictionsô legal frameworks, 

policies, and practices, considering the national and subnational factors that 
impede successful policy transfer. Among these, it will investigate: the 

dynamics of agencies working in relevant policy spaces; the national and 

local educational systems; governments' conceptulisations of inclusion; and 
challenges to reframing schools as environments disrupting structural harm 

routes, rather than exacerbating them. The roundtable will use the findings to 

rethink how comparative research can contribute to understanding the 
meaning of inclusion, exclusion, and penality concerning young people in 

England, Scotland, Slovenia, and beyond. 

Chair: 

Jasmina Arneģ, Institute of Criminology, University of Ljubljana 

and Centre for Criminology, University of Oxford 

Discussants: 

Rachel Condry, Centre for Criminology, University of Oxford 

Keir Irwin -Rogers, The Open University 

Luke Billingham, The Open University 

Fern Gillon, School of Social and Political Sciences, University 

of Glasgow 
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Alice Tawell, Department of Education, University of Oxford 

068.  Courts and Sentencing and Penal Decision Making 8. Judicial 

and Sentencing Policy 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Courts and Sentencing 

and Penal Decision Making 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 5 

Chair: 

Petra Bard, Eºtvºs Lor§nd University Faculty of Law 

Participants: 

Judicial independence as a prerequisite for criminal cooperation in 

the European sphere Petra Bard, Eºtvºs Lor§nd University 

Faculty of Law 

In a post-Lisbon Treaty setting, values, principles and rights are 

enshrined in the EU Treaties as well as in the EU Charter of 

Fundamental Rights, which constitute legally binding sources of 
EU primary law. With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, the 

correct functioning of mutual recognition in criminal matters 

intrinsically depends upon Member States compliance with the rule 
of law and fundamental rights standards set out in Charter. The 

need to ensure respect of such standards in the context of EU 

judicial cooperation in criminal matters also prompted the adoption 
of a set of óprocedural rights directivesô, which have been 

introduced to reduce fragmentation and legal uncertainty related to 

the minimum procedural safeguards of crime suspects. The 
principle of mutual recognition at the heart of EU criminal 

cooperation is intrinsically linked to the concept of the rule of law 

and the protection of fundamental rights. If under EU law national 
judicial authorities are required to cooperate on the basis of mutual 

recognition and mutual trust, they also have the simultaneous duty 

to ensure that cooperation on surrender comply with the multi-level 
(national, international, and supranational) fundamental rights and 

rule of law guarantees that apply in criminal proceedings (and most 

notably in the field of cross-border transfers of detainees). The 
presentation will explore how that duty, which is inherent to the 

role played by independent judicial authorities in democratic 

societies governed by the rule of law, has repeatedly and 
increasingly led EU Member States courts and judges to interrogate 

how and the extent to which fundamental rights and rule of law 

standards provide the limits of and conditions for mutual trust in the 
context of EU criminal cooperation. 

Radical Transparency: Opening the Parole System in England and 

Wales to Greater Scrutiny and Accountability Stephen 

Cameron Shute, University of Sussex 

In his 1914 book on banking, US Supreme Court Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis famously wrote that sunlight was ñthe best of 

disinfectantsò and ñelectric light the most efficient policemanò.  

Following the decision taken by the Parole Board for England and 
Wales in December 2017 to direct the release of the so-called 

"Black cab rapist", John Worboys, a series of changes were made to 

the parole system which were designed to render it more 
transparent and accountable. The hope is that these measures will 

restore the public and political confidence in parole that was so 

damaged by the Worboys case. The reforms that were introduced 
have included holding some parole hearings in ñpublicò; 

introducing decision summaries which are primarily made available 

to victims and sometimes to the press; and the creation of a new 
ñreconsideration mechanismò which allows some parole decisions 

to be given a second look without the need for the intervention of 

the courts. The strengths and weaknesses of these measures will be 
examined in this paper. It will also ask what else needs to be done 

to move parole in England and Wales further into the sunlight. The 

paper will conclude with some reflections on the dilemmas that all 

parole systems face when deciding which prisoners can and which 

cannot be safely released into the community. 

The Role of the New Criminal Code in the Punitive Turn in 

Hungary: a Matching Analysis of Case-level Data Lili Katalin 

Mark, Central European University; Csaba GyŖry, ELTE 

University Faculty of Law, Budapest /Institute of Legal Studies, 

Centre for Social Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences; 

Bal§zs V§radi, Budapest Institute for Policy Analysis, ELTE 

LAW 

Hungary took a decisively punitive turn starting from 2010 with the 

introduction of three strikes rules as well as various other measures 

aimed at achieving a stricter sentencing practice. The process 
culminated in the adoption of a new criminal code in 2012. The 

punitive turn was followed by a rapid increase in prison population 

in the upcoming years, despite a significant drop in crime rates. We 
are the first to use case-level sentencing data collected by the 

National Office for the Judiciary (NOJ) of Hungary to analyze 

whether the new stricter criminal code directly translated into 

stricter sentences and thus causing the increase in prison 

population. We do find evidence of a tendency towards harsher 

sentences in the period of our analysis (2013-2018), however 
increases in criminal sanctions are not directly related to the stricter 

criminal code. Stricter sentencing and the harsher criminal code 

both characterize the Hungarian punitive turn, but we cannot find a 
causal link between them. 

Testifying remotely: The effects of interview modality on mock-

witness statement quality Tanja van Veldhuizen, VU University 

Amsterdam; Eva Zeldenrijk, Netherlands Labour Authority 

During the COVID-19 pandemic many legal proceedings were 

impeded due to corona measures. Courts and investigative 
authorities adapted quickly to avoid delays and backlogs in criminal 

investigations and trials, as well as in asylum procedures. One of 

the solutions to adapt to social distancing measures, was hearing 
witnesses, suspects and asylum seekers remotely by means of 

video-conferencing. The experiences with remote hearing were 

generally positive among the authorities because of its cost savings 
and flexibility. Hence, in several legal contexts it has been proposed 

to keep on using videoconferencing in investigative interviews, also 
after all corona measures are lifted. Little is known, however, about 

the effects of interview modality on the quality of the testimony 

obtained. In the current research we tested the effects of remote (vs. 
face to face) interviews on the length and accuracy of the testimony 

62 mock-witnesses. We also explored differences in the tendency to 

go along with suggestion. Participants watched a video of a mock-
robbery on a liquor store. Afterwards they were interviewed about 

the robbery either via Zoom or face-to-face following a structured 

interviewing protocol, containing a free recall, direct questions and 
suggestive questions. Results showed that mock-witnesses who 

were interviewed face-to-face provided significantly longer 

statements in their free recall than witnesses interviewed via Zoom. 
There were no significant differences between the groups when it 

comes to the number of accurate and inaccurate details or to their 

responses to suggestive questions. Although we only found 
differences in the length of testimony, the results do point to 

potential risks for truth-finding associated with testifying remotely 

and imply that further research on this topic is necessary before 
applying remote hearing on a large scale. 

069.  National perspectives on RJ 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Restorative Justice 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 6 

Chair: 

Estelle Zinsstag, Edinburgh Napier University, UK and KU 

Leuven, Belgium 

Participants: 

The development of a national service of restorative justice for 

sexual violence: reflections on the Scottish experience Estelle 



64 

 

Zinsstag, Edinburgh Napier University, UK and KU Leuven, 

Belgium 

This presentation will focus on a Scottish Government funded 

project aiming to develop and set up a national service to offer 

restorative justice to sexual violence survivors. This service was 
funded within the framework of Scottish Governmentôs ambitious 

plan to offer RJ to everyone in Scotland by 2023. I will discuss the 

origins of the project and main aspects such as the types of services 
developed, the risk frameworks, the parties it is aimed for but also 

the training of the future facilitators. Having contributed to many of 

these developments and having undertaken an internal evaluation of 
the service, I will be examining some of the main findings, 

exploring the challenges and successes to date encountered by the 
service, also in comparison to similar undertakings elsewhere. 

The challenges of the Finnish Victim-Offender Mediation: Insider 

perspective Henrik Elonheimo, Finnish Institute for Health and 

Welfare 

The Finnish Victim-Offender Mediation (VOM) is considered a 

forerunner of the international Restorative Justice (RJ) movement. 
VOM is offered by 17 mediation offices around Finland, and the 

actual service relies on voluntary mediators. The author argues that 

the Finnish VOM is not without its challenges. The analysis is 
based on his 7-year experience in nationwide developing and 

coordinating the Finnish VOM and on a research project mapping 

the state of mediation in Finland. The data included questionnaires 
answered by 224 voluntary mediators and 48 mediation workers in 

2021. Challenges: Å Financing: Not all potential cases can be taken 

into mediation due to excessive case load in some offices. 
Mediation has not increased over recent years. In the central 

administration, there are only two employees for the nationwide 

development of VOM. Å Social work ethos: Since VOM is under 
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, it is considered social 

work rather than a legal service, leading to paternalistic and risk-

avoiding outlook on VOM. Å Low education & salary among the 
mediation office workers. The voluntary mediators have higher 

education than the professionals. Å Emphasis on minor crimes and 

minor disputes: even though the Finnish Medation Act would allow 
for mediation regardless of crime type, mostly minor crimes are 

considered suitable for mediation. Å High compensations, the 

enlarging concept of violence and the victim movement: VOM 
often entails compensation levels that would not succeed in courts 

of law, rendering it rather a victim-oriented than a balanced 

intervention. Å Too much attention to violence in near relationships, 
conceived as a totally distinct form of crime. Å Lack of conferencing 

approach: the tradition of one-to-one mediation prevails. Å Lack of 

RJ university courses or chairs. In conclusion, the Finnish VOM, 
despite its international acclaim, does not live up to the promise of 

RJ. 

Transformative Policy and Political Praxis in Northern Irelandôs 

new Momentum for Restorative Justice Brian Payne, Ulster 

University 

This paper explores efforts to bring about a new momentum in the 

use of restorative justice across key sectors in Northern Ireland. It 

draws upon findings from the work of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Restorative Justice (APPG-RJ), formed in 2021 to 

advocate for the expansion of restorative justice ï and specifically 

explores the óWork Stream on Devolved Administrationsô - led by 
the author ï which comprises of a group of restorative practitioners 

and advocates seeking to promote the use of restorative approaches 

in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Twenty-five years on 
from the Good Friday peace agreement the transformation of 

Northern Irelandôs civic and political structures remains a work in 

progress. Beset by political deadlock and continued ethno-sectarian 
division, the long-expected peace dividend has in many ways failed 

to materialise, and a new period of financial austerity threatens to 

sweep away a vibrant third sector. Yet, despite these impediments 

Northern Ireland once again finds itself at the forefront of 

international developments in restorative justice with the recent 

publishing of a series of state-led action plans and strategies for the 
expansion of restorative approaches in the adult justice system, in 

schools, and in communities. Focusing on the work of the APPG-

RJ, this paper examines how the ócaseô for restorative justice can be 
best made. It analyses critically how planning can be converted to 

action, focusing on a range of factors including evidence gathering, 

political advocacy, community training, local activism, and cultural 
change. It argues, that while Northern Ireland continues to present a 

complex and unique arena for developing restorative justice, current 

attempts to mainstream such practices can provide valuable lessons 
for establishing restorative approaches elsewhere. 

Penal Mediation in Portugal: searching for traces of an experience 

Josefina Castro, CEJEA, Lus²ada University, Porto, Portugal; 

Margarida Santos, CEJEA, Lus²ada University, Porto 

Penal mediation (for adults) was introduced in Portugal in 2007, 
during the investigation phase, to avoid judicial proceedings. 

However, despite a promising start, there has been a sharp 

reduction in the number of mediation cases since 2010, followed by 
almost complete abandonment since 2015. To understand the 

factors contributing to the ineffectiveness of the criminal mediation 

system and to approach the prospects for its future, interviews were 
conducted with stakeholders who, due to their professional and 

institutional roles, could provide a "reflected" perspective on the 

trajectory of criminal mediation in Portugal. The sample included 
mediators, magistrates, lawyers, and academics who have closely 

followed the implementation of the mediation system. The analysis 

highlights the competition between three penal mediation models: 
restorative, legal, and managerial. The failure of mediation is 

consensually attributed mainly to instrumental issues, particularly 

the incompatibility between the legal framework of mediation and 
the organization and procedures of the judiciary system. 

Divergences emerge and will be discussed regarding the solutions 

to relaunch penal mediation in Portugal, specifically concerning the 

"place" of mediation in relation to the penal justice system. 

An Economic evaluation of Restorative Justice post-sentence in 

England and Wales Lucy Harris, Why me?; Frank Grimsey 

Jones, Why me?; Lucy Jaffe, Why me? 

Introduction: Restorative Justice interventions post-sentence have 

been shown to reduce reoffending and mitigate harm to victims. 
Investment in, and access to, Restorative Justice remains limited in 

England and Wales. An economic model was developed to 

synthesise the available evidence and estimate the economic impact 
of investment in Restorative Justice interventions. Methods: This 

research focused on direct and indirect Restorative Justice 

interventions for victims and offenders post-sentence in England 
and Wales, for offences with an identifiable victim. The model 

estimates the cost-social benefit ratio of Restorative Justice and 

direct financial return to the criminal justice system, over a 2-year 
time horizon in the base case and using 2021 costs. The modelled 

benefits included reductions in reoffending and direct wellbeing 
benefits for victims. Due to evidence gaps, direct wellbeing benefits 

for offenders are not incorporated. Results: In the model, 8% of 

referrals to Restorative Justice resulted in direct interventions and 
19% resulted in indirect interventions. The modelled cost of the 

Restorative Justice pathway per direct intervention was Ã3,394. The 

cost-social benefit ratio was Ã14 per Ã1 invested, with a direct 
return to the Criminal Justice System of Ã4 due to substantial 

reductions in reoffending. Hypothetically, increasing the proportion 

of eligible cases referred for interventions from 15% to 40% 
produces an Ã5m increase in investment, and Ã22m benefits to the 

criminal justice system, implying a Ã17m net saving. Conclusion: 

Restorative Justice was found to be associated with a substantial 
social return on investment and direct return on investment to the 

criminal justice system. Investing in Restorative Justice should be a 

priority for decision-makers at all levels of government. The 
economic case for investment centres on identifying offenders with 

a high risk of offending and enabling them to participate in an 

intervention that has been repeatedly demonstrated to help them to 
change their behaviour. 
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070.  WG-PLACE 2: Research on crime, place and time 

Topic 3: Crime Correlates/Neighborhoods and Crime 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 7 

Chair: 

Wim Bernasco, Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and 

Law Enforcement (NSCR) 

Participants: 

Has there been a spatial reordering of crime in the post-pandemic 

era? A case study from Greater Manchester Mark Ellison, 

Manchester Metropolitan University; Jon Bannister, 

Manchester Metropolitan University; Monsuru Adepeju, 

Manchester Metropolitan University, M15 6BH, United 

Kingdom; Karolina Krzemieniewska-Nandwani, Manchester 

Metropolitan University 

As society returned to (a ónewô) normal following the COVID-19 

pandemic lockdowns in the UK, so too did the volume of crime 
return to pre-pandemic levels. To date, most research exploring the 

influence of the COVID-19 pandemic on crime has focused on 

describing and accounting for this temporal trend. Far less attention 
has been paid to the question of whether the geographic distribution 

of crime has returned to pre-pandemic patterns. This paper seeks to 
address this shortfall and question whether the post-pandemic 

geographical pattering of crime has served to reshape inequalities in 

the exposure to crime at the neighbourhood level. We utilise 
spatially fine-grained police recorded crime data from 2018 to 

2022, across several offence categories, to explore this issue via 

case study of Greater Manchester, a city-region in the North West 
of England. Both spatial analyses and multi-level models are 

deployed to investigate the existence of changes in the spatial 

patterning of crime between the pre-, during and post- pandemic 
periods, and the underlying socio-economic characteristics of 

neighbourhoods (from Census 2021) associated with these changes. 

This enables us to identify the (specific types of) neighbourhoods 
that have benefitted or lost out in the new spatial ordering of crime. 

Mapping and Measuring Crime Concentration at Street Segments 

in Suburban Places: A case study of Nigeria. Abdulaziz 

Ibrahim, Nottingham Trent University; Andy David Newton, 

Nottingham Trent University; James Hunter, Nottingham Trent 

University 

Empirical evidence across Europe and North America have 

consistently suggest that crime is geographically concentrated 

across varying spatial scales and units of analysis. However, there 
is limited contribution from Sub-Saharan Africa in understanding 

the patterns of crime concentration due to the challenges of 

obtaining micro-level dataset. This research seeks to address this 

gap, moving beyond Euro-American case studies to focus on 

underrepresented places. A key question is whether patterns of 

crime concentration at place identified across Euro-American 
suburban places are reflected in Sub-Saharan Africa? This paper 

therefore examines the level of crime concentration at place using 

street segments as unit of analysis in Lugbe ï a suburban area 
located in the Federal Capital City of Nigeria, Abuja. This study 

utilises trained field workers in conducting a detailed georeferenced 

door-to-door survey (N>3000) to capture incidents of crime at 
property level. The data is supplemented by individual 

sociodemographic data at property level to analyse events at micro 

level. Results show that crime is concentrated at street segments ï 
few street segments account for majority of crimes given the 

distribution of opportunities. Unlike previous studies drawn from 

Europe and North America that used secondary data, this study, 
owing to the limitation of geocoded crime data from the police, 

uses primary data generated from crime and victimisation survey. 

The patterns as observed are considerably consistent with prior 
research. 

Your neighbourhood, your feelings of safety: exploring feelings 

of safety in personally experienced neighbourhoods Marianne 

Franken, Leiden University; Jelle Brands, Leiden University; 

Janne van Doorn, Leiden University; Maarten Kunst, Leiden 

University 

Background and purpose Research on feelings of safety often 

examines how people experience (un)safety within their 
neighbourhood and which factors can be related to feelings of 

(un)safety. Such research commonly uses administrative 

neighbourhood boundaries to demarcate oneôs neighbourhood. 
However, literature shows that what people perceive as "their" 

neighbourhood does not necessarily coincide with these 

administrative boundaries, but often results in neighbourhoods of 
smaller size. Literature furthermore indicates that social processes 

that are important in explaining fear of crime take place on such 

smaller scales as well. This poses the risk that knowledge on 

feelings of (un)safety in oneôs ñownò neighbourhood is incorrectly 

generalized to a more encompassing area, just as area-specific 

explanations. The purpose of the current study is to examine 
(explanations of) feelings of (un)safety, related to what people 

experience as their own neighbourhood. Methods and results A 

survey has been distributed among residents of the city Leiden, in 
the Netherlands. Participants were asked to draw their 

neighbourhood on a map, whereafter they answered questions on 
their experience of (un)safety and a broad range of neighbourhood 

characteristics in relation to this personally experienced 

neighbourhood. Through a regression analysis, the neighbourhood 
characteristics were tested as explanations for feelings of (un)safety 

within this neighbourhood. Specific results will be discussed during 

the presentation. Keywords: Feelings of (un)safety, Fear of crime, 
Neighbourhood 

Effects of neighborhood crime on home prices Wim Bernasco, 

Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law 

Enforcement (NSCR); Jan Rouwendal, Vrije Universiteit 

Amsterdam, Department of Spatial Economics 

The living environment plays an important role in the value that 

people attach to a home. This is reflected in the price that buyers 

are willing to pay for living in attractive neighborhoods. It has been 
suggested that increasing local crime levels reduce the local sales 

prices of homes. The present research readdresses this question 

using rich datasets and rigorous econometric methods. We create a 
panel dataset that links crime, house prices and potentially 

confounding variables by combining three sources of information in 

the period 2012-2020 in The Netherlands: (1) transaction data 
including sales price, date and location of home sales throughout 

the Netherlands, (2) police recorded crime per month per 

neighborhood, broken down by crime type, and (3) annual 
demographic, socio-economic and geographical characteristics of 

all neighborhoods, including the proximity of various facilities. We 

use the hedonic price method to determine the economic value of 

neighborhood characteristics. This method assumes that home 

buyers are prepared to pay a higher price for homes in 
neighborhoods with positively valued characteristics such as natural 

quality, accessibility, cultural heritage and low crime levels of 

crime. 

071.  Correlates and Predictors of Youthful Offending 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Juvenile Crime 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor first floor - Congressi 8 

Chair: 

Ian Lambie, University of Auckland, New Zealand 

Participants: 

Introduction of the Structured Assessment of Protective Factors 

for serious problem behavior - Child Version (SAPROF-CV) 

Ed Hilterman, Expertisecentre of Forensic Psychiatry 
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Risk assessments for children (aged 6-15) are increasingly being 
used to assess the risk of future problem behavior including crime 

and to plan treatment for children with serious problem behavior. 

During the development of the Early Assessment Risk List Version 
3 (EARL-V3), a clear demand for an additional strength-based, 

protective factors assessment was put forward by clinicians. In 

accordance with the SAPROF adult and youth versions, the 
Structured Assessment of Protective Factors for serious problem 

behavior - Child Version (SAPROF-CV) was developed to 

complement the existing risk-focused approach in child risk 
assessment (with for example the EARL-V3). The SAPROF-CV 

includes 16 strength-based items organized into four scales: (1) 

Resilience, (2) Motivational, (3) Relational, and (4) External. In this 
presentation, the SAPROF-CV will be introduced, and preliminary 

reliability and concurrent validity findings presented. To assess 

inter-rater reliability, two experienced raters trained on the use of 
the SAPROF-CV independently rated 40 cases (20 boys and 20 

girls) based on caregiver- and child interviews and clinical 

measures. Using intraclass correlation coefficients (ICC), we found 
excellent agreement on the SAPROF-CV total score and the 

Resilience and Motivational subscales, and a good level of 

agreement for the Relational and External subscales. Inter-rater 
reliability of the 16 individual SAPROF-CV items was done using 

Gwetôs AC1 analysis, which revealed fair to almost perfect 

agreement between raters across items (AC1 = .40-.81, with an 
average of AC1 = .62). To establish the concurrent validity of the 

SAPROF-CV protective factors a Pearsonôs correlation was 
conducted. The SAPROF-CV protective factor total score was 

significantly and negatively correlated with the EARL-V3 risk 

factor total score (r = -.32). The SAPROF-CV provides a 
potentially useful strengths-based measure for the assessment of 

serious problem behavior in children that could complement risk 

assessment and guide positive treatment goals in child and youth 
care interventions. 

New Zealandôs forgotten children: How we fail children who 

offend Ian Lambie, University of Auckland, New Zealand 

Children who have offended under age 13 are at increased risk of 
persistent offending in adolescence and adulthood. as well as a 

range of adverse life outcomes. Previous research indicates that 

virtually all these children have child welfare concerns, which were 
likely to underlie their offending or contribute to it. We present a 

mixed methods study exploring quantitative, qualitative and case-

file data on the childrenôs backgrounds and experiences, and the 
systems responsible for child welfare and child offending. 

Administrative government data on 48,989 children, from their 

birth in 2000 until 30 June 2019, were used to explore significant 
associations between different offending groups and a range of 

background factors. Child welfare case files on all children 

nationwide who had offended over a one-year period (2019ï2020) 
and were flagged to have significant care and protection needs were 

analyzed to explore the childrenôs histories. Stakeholder interviews 

were undertaken with child welfare, Family Court and other 
professionals (lawyers, police, social workers, school leaders, 

psychologists, tribal representatives, lay advocates), and family 

members with lived experience of proceedings in relation to child 
offending. Opportunities for improvements within the child welfare 

system and the Family Court to prevent this trajectory will be 

discussed. 

The behavior of juvenile offenders who have experienced 

domestic violence: moral personality and the process of 

accepting criminal action Gabriel Tanasescu, University of 

Craiova Faculty of Law; Camil Tanasescu, DIMITRIE 

CANTEMIR CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY FACULTY OF LAW 

The research presents a criminological analysis regarding the 
regime of custodial educational measures and the behavior of 30 

young people interned for a period of 15 years in the Craiova 

Detention Center. The conducted interviews highlighted the fact 
that domestic violence (physical and emotional abuse by parents), 

material and educational lacks (school dropout and weak parental 
control) contributed to the change in attitude, the perception-choice 

process in interactions with the criminogenic environment being 

influenced. Domestic violence is described as antisocial potential 
for the behavioral disorder of the perpetrator, a causative factor that 

precedes in time major changes in the personality of the adolescent 

offender. In the situation of young recidivists, the concept of 
personalitas moralis is also analyzed in the process of moral 

acceptance of the criminal action, after committing the first serious 

criminal act. Lack of attachment to parents due to physical abuse 
and emotional trauma influences the thought process and the way of 

social interaction. A certain sensitivity is observed in the 

presentation of the family situation, but also a paradoxical desire of 
the young people to return to the domestic environment that 

rejected them. Young people who experienced domestic violence, 

poverty, poor parental control, dropping out of school, alcohol and 
drug use engaged in criminal activities much more easily (they did 

not refuse the criminal act, inhibition did not intervene). The 

internal process of moral personality formation is affected by 
childhood emotional experiences and inappropriate moral education 

of parents. This paper uses the interpretive phenomenological 

method as a qualitative method and explores recent studies on 
parental violence towards their adolescent children, which can 

transform into lack of control and adolescent violence towards 

parents. Keywords: domestic violence, moral personality, antisocial 
potential, emotional trauma, adolescent criminal behavior, moral 

acceptance of the criminal action 

Personality traits and aggressive behavior among juveniles: 

analysis of latent profiles Karol Konaszewski, University of 

Bialystok 

The study was conducted to compare individuals with different 

levels of aggressive behavior in terms of their personality traits, 

using latent profile analysis. The study was conducted in a group of 

juveniles (N=598) referred to probation centers and youth centers. 

The study procedure consisted of completing psychological 

questionnaires measuring aggressive behavior (The Buss-Perry 
Aggression Questionnaire (BPAQ)) and personality traits (NEO-

FFI Personality Inventory). In our study, we distinguished three 

profiles of people due to a specific arrangement of Big Five 
personality traits. The results showed differences between the 

profiles for all aggression variables: physical aggression, verbal 

aggression, anger and hostility. Individuals with resilient profiles 
scored low on Neuroticism and relatively high on Agreeableness, 

Agreeableness and Extraversion, in contrast to those with more 

sensitive profiles (overcontrolled and undercontrolled), who scored 
significantly higher on Neuroticism and lower on Agreeableness, 

Agreeableness and Extraversion domains. Since the Big Five traits 

are by definition broad, it may be most appropriate to suggest that 
the profiles described here (overcontrolled and maladjusted) signify 

vulnerability rather than expected performance. Moreover, our 

research indicates that the Big Five domains accurately predict 
aggressive behavior. As is the case, for example, with high 

Conscientiousness, low Neuroticism and high Agreeableness 

predicting successful performance at work (Tett, Jackson, & 
Rothstein, 1991) or high Neuroticism, low Agreeableness and low 

Extraversion indicating psychological distress (Oldham, 2010; 

Saulsman & Page, 2004). In other words, our study shows that 
repetitive and generalizable personality types can be identified 

empirically, and that the unique constellation of traits that define an 

individual has important implications for a wide range of behaviors 
including aggressive behavior. 

072.  Prison Policy and Practices 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Criminal Policy, 

Criminalization, Policy of Criminal Sanctions 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 9 

Chair: 
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Gadi Rozenberg, Ashkelon academic college 

Participants: 

A Comparative Study of Prison Workers' Self-legitimacy Rok 

Hacin, University of Maribor; Gorazd Meġko, University of 

Maribor 

Establishing and maintaining legitimacy in a coercive prison 

environment presents a significant challenge for prison workers. 
Drawing on the data from a survey of 765 Slovenian prison workers 

collected in 2016 and 2022, this study aims to test the stability of 

prison workers' self-legitimacy and willingness to use force upon 
prisoners. Multivariate analyses showed that relations with 

prisoners and the internalisation of subcultural norms influenced the 

self-legitimacy of prison workers in both periods. Relations with 
colleagues and satisfaction with payment also influenced prison 

workers' self-legitimacy in 2016. The stress level and demographic 

characteristics (gender, work experience, and workplace) 

influenced prison workers' willingness to use force in both observed 

periods. Subculture of prison workers and age influenced prison 

workers' willingness to use force in 2016, while self-legitimacy, 
relations with colleagues and the level of education had an impact 

in 2022. Results indicate that traditional ècore variablesç (relations 

with colleagues, supervisors' procedural justice, and audience 
legitimacy) used to explore legitimacy in criminal justice have 

limited influence on prison workers' self-legitimacy and willingness 

to use force. Overall, findings suggest that the self-legitimacy of 
prison workers, based on prison workers-prisoners relations, is 

relatively stable in different time periods. 

Managing Those Who Visit Prisons: Bodies, Control, and 

Institutional Variation in Ontario, Canada Katerina Richard, 

Carleton University; Philip Goodman, University of Toronto 

We know from decades of scholarship and legal advocacy that laws 
can erode peopleôs control over their bodies. It is critical to 

investigate subtle, yet problematic, ways in which institutions of 

social control police and govern incarcerated peoples and those who 
choose to interact with them. While thereôs much existing 

scholarship on the embodied and gendered governance of 

incarcerated people, in this project we examine the experiences of 
visitors, specifically how they think about and experience formal 

and informal policies such as dress codes. We compare and contrast 
the approach taken by staff and managers at four prisons and jails in 

Ontario, Canada. Data includes formal rules posted on their online 

platforms or in visiting areas and informal ódress codesô. There is a 
range of visitor forms and this becomes problematic due to the 

enormous discretion left to prison staff. Through this research, we 

thus centre the experiences of visitors to prisons as a window into 
better understanding the subtle (and sometimes not so subtle) ways 

in which prisons use the rhetoric of security and control as rationale 

for policing, governing, and controlling visitors and shaping their 
autonomy. We call for more research examining these practices of 

body regulation in this and other contexts in order to further 

understand how criminal justice institutions shape, and are shaped 
by, society. 

Prison crowding as state-organised violence Simone Santorso, 

University of Sussex 

The following pages aim to reflect on how prison overcrowding, 
which has been a source of concern for decades, can be considered 

a constitutive element of modern penality and how this 

phenomenon shapes prison reality. After some epistemological 
consideration of how prison can be understood as a form of lawful 

state-organised violence, the paper explores the international 

legislation on torture, commonly used to frame and contrast 
overcrowding, focusing on the judgement and recommendations 

produced under Article 3 of the European Convention of Human 

Rights. Even though several jurisdictions have been placed under 
international courts court orders to reduce the level of 

overpopulation and several reforms and policy changes have been 

implemented, these seem to be short fix-term solutions to a problem 
that has no end in sight. To better understand the implication of 

overcrowding, the notion of prison harm is introduced and briefly 
sketch. 

The gaps between the clinical and legal languages regarding the 

treatment and rehabilitation of sex offenders Gadi Rozenberg, 

Ashkelon academic college 

Forensic psychiatry, forensic psychology, clinical criminology and 

criminal justice are disciplines that require integration of separate 
spheres of content, different vernacular and terminology, 

specifically between the clinical and legal language. These 

languages are inherently different in nature; this difference hinders 
the adequate treatment of offenders in the intersection where these 

languages collide. In this article we shall illustrate the language 
discrepancies related to the treatment, punishment and risk 

assessment of sex offenders. The aforementioned language gap 

starts with the very definition of the term "Sex Offender". 
According to the legal definition, the term "Sex Offender" is 

determined by specific criminal legislation. In contrast, the clinical 

definition regards sexual offences as any crime done to fulfill a 
sexual urge or the need to impose sexual humiliation. Thus, a sex 

offender in the clinical definition may be considered a regular 

offender by the legal language (and vice versa). On the other end, 
even when the proper clinical definition is congruent with the legal 

definition, the language gaps in the term "risk" in the clinical risk 

assessment and other language discrepancies may cause an 
imbalance between the various penal purposes of punishing sex 

offenders. Hence all the relevant professionals in the criminal 

justice field should acknowledge these language gaps and try to 
reconcile them as possible so that the instances that "fall between 

the gaps" will be minimized. 

Widening participation: Criminal convictions and access to, and 

participation in, university life Jayne Price, University of 

Chester; Paul Taylor, University of Chester 

Higher Education institutions in the United Kingdom are 
increasingly focused upon widening access and improving 

participation; introducing targets and aspiration/commitment 

statements that seek to ensure the recruitment and retention of those 
from ónon-traditionalô and under-represented groups. However, 

what may often be overlooked in the inclusionary discourse 

surrounding access and participation are those with óliveô or óspentô 
criminal convictions. We know from exhaustive criminological 

literature that this population experience marginalisation, stigma, 

educational disadvantage and financial hardship. We also know that 
engagement in education and educational activity promotes the 

reduction of risk of reoffending. In this research, the views of 

professionals in and outside of UK universities have been sought. 
Through semi-structured interviews and analysis, the findings 

reflect the numerous barriers to higher education entry for those 

with criminal convictions. Further, our findings also illuminate on 
issues that may deter universities from recruiting from this 

population. This paper draws on recommendations from broader 
literature and strategies from charities such as Unlock, to improve 

these processes which can be mutually beneficial to those with 

criminal convictions, universities and the community of learners. 

073.  Coerciveness, human rights, new penology and reintegration 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Penology and Theories 

Punishment 

Pre-arranged Panel 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor - Fuligno 1 

The panel focuses on critically examining various aspects of the relationship 

between coerciveness, human rights, (new) penology and reintegration. 
Coercion is used here in a broad sense, referring to constraints and limitations 

on freedom, notably through the enactment and enforcement of criminal law, 

jurisprudence, execution of sentences (including prison sentences and all kind 
of detention under criminal law) and reintegration. The panel will focus on 

the adoption of coercive laws in the name of safety, that is, on the 

understanding that these laws are adopted in order to protect peopleôs rights. 
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This coercive approach can be discerned not only in the practice of individual 
States but also in the policies and practices of international and European 

organisations (such as the European Court of Human Rights and the European 

Court of Justice). In particular, the mobilisation of the criminal law to protect 
human and fundamental rights has been dubbed ócoercive rightsô (Lavrysen 

and Mavronicola, 2020) and even the ócoercive turn in human rights lawô 

(Malby, 2019). While coercive law and coercive human rights have 
theoretically an egalitarian dimension in seeking to redistribute and indeed 

maximise wellbeing protection, particularly for those who have historically 

been underprotected, critical interventions highlight that coercive law could 
result in reinforcing inequalities.   The coercive approach to advancing 

security can be questioned on a larger scale in relation to its adverse impacts 

on wellbeing and equality. This negative impact is particularly visible when 
examining the effects of coercion in relation to poverty and minorities such as 

migrants, detainees, prisoners, mentally ill and disabled person. In this 

respect, many marginalized persons would actually be underprotected, 
overpoliced, harshly punished and even detained for any wrongdoing, 

contrary to those who wield power and privilege. Consequently, this coercive 

process might tend to threaten inclusiveness, equalities and wellbeing in our 
European societies. 

Chair: 

Ga±tan Cliquennois, CNRS, Universit® of Nantes, DCS 

Participants: 

Digitalisation and techno-solutionism - Risks of late modern 

penology Kl§ra Kerezsi, National Institute of Criminology 

(Hungary); Veronika Nagy, Utrecht University 

Risk assessments are used at many stages of the criminal legal 
process, from bail to sentencing to parole determinations, from 

individual victimisation to collective social harms. Measuring risk 

means different things in each of these stages, there is a clear 
tendency in their fundamental principles in different social contexts. 

The aim of risk assessment and security management in criminal 

justice is increasingly shifting towards a focus on harm reduction 
and crime prevention rather than changing delinquent behaviour. 

With new technologies and external partners in the field of penal 

justice, risk assessment has become a central element of the law 
enforcement policy and practice in the last 25 years. Yet, there 

needs to be more consensus regarding the theoretical and 

methodological foundations of criminological risk and its social and 
practical implications. Our presentation demonstrates how 

information economies have altered the industrial sectors in legal 

justice and describe the mechanisms through which prevention 
thinking extends beyond criminal justice systems, legitimising 

penal sanctions in a broader societal context. We raise questions 

about the need for a more refined approach to the problem of 
'European' penal values, the existence of punishment beyond 

criminal justice, and the condition to study the whole array of forms 

of legal coercion and detention, as well as the fear as a significant 
political advisor. 

Coercive human rights and penology Sonja Snacken, Free 

Universsity of Brussels; Natasa Mavronicola, University of 

Birmingham; Ga±tan Cliquennois, CNRS, Universit® of 

Nantes, DCS 

We critically examine various aspects of the relationship between 

coerciveness, human rights and penology through an analysis of the 
jurisprudence delivered by the European Court of Human Rights 

and the Court of Justice of the European Union. Coercion is used in 

a broad sense, referring to constraints and limitations on freedom, 
notably through the enactment and enforcement of criminal law, 

jurisprudence, execution of sentences (including prison sentences 

and all kind of detention under criminal law) and reintegration. In 
this regard, both the European Convention on Human Rights and 

the European Charter of Fundamental Rights oblige member states 

to protect human rights by sanctioning and punishing human rights 
violations. In the same way, the European Court of Human Rights 

constraints member states to protect detainees from human rights 

violation. To a certain extent, coercion can be seen as having a 
positive effect on protection in certain situations. For example, laws 

that prohibit harmful or dangerous actions, can help to protect 
individuals and communities from harm. However, it is important 

to note that the positive effects of coercive laws depend on their 

implementation and enforcement. On the other hand, coercive laws 
create a certain paradox: while coercion can be seen as necessity to 

preserve and protect citizensô life and security, its application can 

disproportionally affect certain communities and reinforce 
inequalities. This aspect, which has been neglected by scholars, 

operates through inequal distribution of punishment among 

population to the detriment of poor and vulnerable people that are 
more concerned and subjected to coercion. 

- Death and death prevention in Europe Roisin Mulgrew, 

University of Galway 

The topic of prisoner death prevention is currently high on the UN 
prison reform agenda. The issue is not as visible at the European 

level. This chapter will begin by outlining the regional legal 

framework applicable to the obligation of states to prevent prisoner 
deaths in Europe (and how this compares to international 

standards). The issue of prisoner deaths within the Council of 

Europe will be further contextualised in light of current statistical 
data from SPACE I (though problems with current prisoner 

mortality data will be highlighted). This main focus of this chapter, 

however, will be to understand whether the óEuropeanô approach to 
the prevention of prisoner deaths, as articulated by the European 

Committee for the Prevention of Torture, is accepted (in principle 
and in practice) by national governments. To reach this 

understanding, all Government responses to the findings and 

recommendations of the CPT in relation to deaths in prison will be 
analysed. The study will involve the examination of the responses 

of 29 States to CPT country visit reports from 1992 onwards. This 

document analysis will facilitate an exploration of key themes 
relevant to reducing preventable deaths caused by suicide, 

mistreatment, neglect, accidents, illness (or a lack of appropriate 

medical care), inter-prisoner violence, overdose or hunger-strike. 
This public dialogue between an independent monitoring body and 

national governments will provide important empirical insights into 

both the regional standard-setting objectives of the CPT in this 
regard and the acceptance of these standards into national, law 

policy and practice throughout the region. 

Suicide prevention in detention Ga±tan Cliquennois, CNRS, 

Universit® of Nantes, DCS; Layla Skinns, University of 

Sheffield; Philippa Tomczak, University of Nottingham 

Although some studies have been devoted to European and national 
level controls over conditions of detention and prison life sentences, 

suicide-prevention policies remain under-researched, in particular 

in relation to human rights and court cases involving detainees. 
While some attention has been paid to national suicide-in-custody 

prevention policies, the main features of the United Nations and 

European monitoring and case law related to suicide prevention not 
only in prisons but also in other places of detention, including 

custodial, immigration and psychiatric detention facilities, have 

been neglected.  We forge the concept of coercive ñpre-suicideò 
conception of suicide to analyse theoretically the British approach 

to suicide where prevention is very close to its occurrence, to be 

compared with prevention of an attempted crime or even a ñpre-
crimeò approach. In this regard, the British authorities consider 

attempted suicide to be one of the most significant risk factors for 

suicide. It hence applies a conception of coercive ñpre-suicideò, 
characterised by the immediate intent to commit suicide and 

possibly materialised by attempted suicide, to predict suicide and to 

avoid such intent through punishment and even coercion. Thie 
coercive approach to suicide prevention takes the form of suicide 

avoidance through increasing surveillance, close detention and 
security measures. 

Reintegration of 'terror' convicts and penology Nicolas Amadio, 

University of Strasbourg; Massil Benbouriche, University of 

Lille; Martine Herzo-Evans, University of Reims 

The social reintegration of convicted terrorists constitutes a new 
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challenge in terms of socio-legal response for the actors of judicial, 
prison and police institutions, and a new penological issue, 

particularly in France. Indeed, while the penal system initially 

focused on criminal offences in a context of increasing terrorist 
threats and attacks, it must now adapt to a new situation: balancing, 

on the one hand, the sentence, the sanctions and the related 

obligations, and, on the other hand, the objective of social 
reintegration of convicted persons - or rather the anticipation of 

their release. This new issue is subject to numerous legal and 

criminological debates concerning sentences and sanctions in the 
field of terrorism and/or radicalization. What are the socio-legal 

responses provided by the penal system to terrorist threats and 

attacks? Are they very different from those provided by other 
judicial systems? How do they impact the social reintegration 

prospects of persons convicted of terrorism? What are the main 

penological and criminological issues? These questions are dealt 
with in different ways in each judicial system. Indeed, prison 

population rates increased until the beginning of the 21st century in 

many European countries. In this context, some jurisdictions in 
European Union (e.g. Netherlands, Germany, Spain) have managed 

to decrease their prison population rates and tends to promote more 

humane and socially effective penal sanctions, while others are 
seeing these rates increase. This is the case in France, where the 

prison population continues to rise steadily, because of the short-

time sentences, the slowness of the judicial system and the low 
development of non-custodial sentences and facilities. This 

communication will highlight how reintegration of 'terror' convictsô 
issues are being impacted by the socio-legal and criminal justice 

responses oriented towards short term sentences and securitization. 

074.  Treatment and Management of Long-Term Detainees in 

Japan: The 2022 Sentencing System Change Act and Confusion 

among Inmates and Administrators 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Pre-arranged Panel 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor - Fuligno 10 

Now, there were 1725 relative life sentence (LWP) inmates in Japan at the 
end of 2021, down from 135 in 2006. Only seven were released on parole and 

29 died in that year. Thus, life sentences in Japan have effectively become 

absolute life sentences (LWOP). On the other hand, as of 2023 April, there 
were 107 death row inmates in Japan. For death row inmates, it takes usually 

more than seven years until death sentences should be finalized.  Although 

the Code of Criminal Procedure stipulates that the death penalty is to be 
executed out within six months of the death sentence becoming final, it takes 

about 10 years for the execution to take place. Thus, there are inmates in 

Japan who will not be allowed out of prisons and detention centers for the rest 
of their lives. In June 2022, the Criminal Code was amended to unify free 

sentences with work obligations (imprisonment) and without them 

(imprisonment without work) into a single detention sentence. The new 
custodial sentences were to be committed to a penal institution and, in 

addition, were to be obliged to work and to provide the necessary guidance 

for improvement and rehabilitation. A similar obligation was also newly 
added to detention sentences, which are free sentences of less than 30 days. In 

this session, at first introduces the current situation of death-penalty convicts 

and life-sentenced prisoners in Japan. Next, various issues surrounding the 
execution of death sentences will be identified. Furthermore, after confirming 

the problems regarding the treatment of life sentenced prisoners, the actual 

situation of personnel management of prison staff in their capacity as 
managers of facilities will be confirmed. Based on these, we would like to 

think about life and death in penal institutions together with the participants. 

Chair: 

Shinichi Ishizuka, Professor 

Participants: 

Treatment and Management of Long-Term Detainees in Japan 

Shinichi Ishizuka, Professor 

At the end of 2021, there were 1725 inmates serving relative life 

sentences in Japan (Life imprisonment with parole: LWP), up from 
135 in 2006, but the number has continued to decline to 18 in 2021. 

Only seven were released on parole that year, and 29 died. Thus, 

life sentences in Japan have effectively become absolute life 
sentences (life imprisonment without parole: LWOP).  On the 

other hand, the Criminal Code was amended in June 2022 to unify 

imprisonment with and without work and the imprisonment system 
into a single custodial sentence called "imprisonment". The new 

custodial sentences were to be served in a penal institution and were 

to be accompanied by an obligation to work and the necessary 
counselling for rehabilitation. Short-term imprisonment of less than 

30 days was changed to custodial sentences with new obligations. 

What if life sentenced prisoners, for whom parole is extremely rare 
as described above, were obliged to work and receive guidance for 

their reintegration into society? What would be the purpose and 

content of the sentence and how would it be carried out? What 
would be the reintegration treatment for those sentenced to life 

imprisonment? This report first presents the current situation of life-

sentenced prisoners in Japan. It then examines the content of the 
changes to the penal system in 2023. It then simulates the practical 

problems that would arise if the above-mentioned legislative 

changes were implemented in June 2025. Finally, based on these 
considerations, the significance of the existence of life 

imprisonment in Japan and the direction it should take will be 

examined. 

Treatment of lifers in Japan and changes under the 2022 Criminal 

Law Reform: Does a lifer need rehabilitation? Shinichi 

Ishizuka, Professor 

At the end of 2021, there were 1725 inmates serving relative life 

sentences in Japan (Life imprisonment with parole: LWP), up from 
135 in 2006, but the number has continued to decline to 18 in 2021. 

Only seven were released on parole that year, and 29 died. Thus, 

life sentences in Japan have effectively become absolute life 

sentences (life imprisonment without parole: LWOP).  On the 

other hand, the Criminal Code was amended in June 2022 to unify 

imprisonment with and without work and the imprisonment system 
into a single custodial sentence called "imprisonment". The new 

custodial sentences were to be served in a penal institution and were 

to be accompanied by an obligation to work and the necessary 
counselling for rehabilitation. Short-term imprisonment of less than 

30 days was changed to custodial sentences with new obligations. 

What if life sentenced prisoners, for whom parole is extremely rare 
as described above, were obliged to work and receive guidance for 

their reintegration into society? What would be the purpose and 

content of the sentence and how would it be carried out? What 
would be the reintegration treatment for those sentenced to life 

imprisonment? This report first presents the current situation of life-

sentenced prisoners in Japan. It then examines the content of the 
changes to the penal system in 2023. It then simulates the practical 

problems that would arise if the above-mentioned legislative 

changes were implemented in June 2025. Finally, based on these 
considerations, the significance of the existence of life 

imprisonment in Japan and the direction it should take will be 

examined. 

Treatment of the death row inmates: How could death row 

inmates face their approaching death? Akiko Kogawara, 

Professor of Law, Ryukoku Unoversity 

Capital punishment persists in Japan, and executions are conducted 

approximately every year. The most recent execution occurred on 
December 21, 2021, when three death row inmates were hanged. 

The debate on whether the death penalty should be retained has 

stalled. The vast majority of the population has supported the death 
penalty, which has been used as proof of the justification of the 

system. However, three notable lawsuits contesting the 

constitutionality of capital punishment have been filed successively. 
First, in 2020, three defense attorneys representing death row 

inmates sued the government for compensation, asserting that their 

clients were executed while their demand for a retrial was still in 
process and the attorneysô right to counsel was violated. In 2021, 
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two death row inmates filed a lawsuit against the government 
challenging the legitimacy of the current death penalty practice, not 

informing the inmates that the execution would occur until just a 

few hours. It raised the question of how death row inmates could 
face their approaching death. Then in 2022, three death row inmates 

brought a lawsuit against the government, asserting that the method 

of execution, hanging, was cruel. It is noteworthy that the plaintiffs 
are suing not only on the basis that the death penalty violates 

Article 31 (due process clause) of the Japanese Constitution but 

also because it infringes international human rights covenants. 
Although these lawsuits do not directly seek to abolish the death 

penalty, they are expected to lead to a de facto suspension by 

revealing the illegality and inhumanity of the current Japanese 
death penalty system, including the execution method, the way 

inmates are treated leading up to the execution, and the appeal 

procedure. 

The current situation of inmates serving indeterminate sentences 

and their transformation into lifesentences in Japan Ikuo 

Aizawa, Faculty of Law, Rissho University, Tokyo, Japan. 

This presentation examines the situation of adult inmates serving 

indeterminate sentences in Japan and the qualitative changes in this 
punishment. In the early 2000s, the number of indeterminate 

sentences increased significantly, and approximately 1,700 inmates 

on such sentences are currently being held in Japanese prisons. 
However, this is not due to an increase in serious crime, but to an 

increased insecurity about crime, which has led to harsher 

sentences. The Japanese Penal Code stipulates that those on 
indeterminate sentences can be paroled after 10 years. This is 

because the law, enacted in 1907, was based on the concept of 

educational punishment and intended for early parole for 
rehabilitation and reform to be provided. However, this is not the 

current practice. For example, in 2018, 10 prisoners on 

indeterminate sentences were released on parole, but the average 

length of time they spent in prison exceeded 30 years. Additionally, 

24 indeterminate prisoners died in prison from natural causes in the 

same year. In other words, indeterminate sentences in Japan have 
effectively become life sentences, far from what the law intended. 

Despite this situation, the Criminal Code, as amended in 2022, 

stipulates that prisoners can be obliged not only to work, but also to 
train and educate themselves for rehabilitation and reform. This 

amendment has created a difficult problem to solve in the treatment 

of indeterminate prisoners, who are effectively sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Should prisoners with no hope of release be required 

to undertake training and education to improve and rehabilitate 

themselves? Are such approaches inhumane? Is it reasonable, in 
terms of equal application of punishment, to require some to engage 

in such treatment and others not? This presentation examines the 

issues surrounding prisoners serving indeterminate sentences in 
Japan from the perspective of international standards, penal 

philosophy and human rights. 

Prison Personnel Management in Japan: Analyzing the Data from 

the Annual Directory of Prison Staff Shunsuke Kyo, Chukyo 

University 

This paper examines the Japanese prison personnel management. It 

is well-known that Japan is one of the safest countries. In general, 

Japanese prisons, which play a part in maintaining good public 
security, have hold onto such strict discipline that there has been 

almost no riot and no prohibited goods (e.g., illegal drugs) dealing 

for a long period. However, there was an incident in which prison 
staff abused some prisoners, and as a result, one of the prisoners 

died in the early 2000s. The incident garnered great attention in the 

Japanese society and led to the prison system reform in 2005. There 
also was a critical reform with regard to in-prison punishment in 

2022. What constitutes the backdrop for the few uncalled-for 

incidents, the good performance of the prison management, and the 
introduction of these reforms in Japan? Although the previous 

literature on other countries' prison system explains the 

performance of the prison management via focusing on the 

characteristics of the prison staff, there is shortage of systematic 
research on the Japanese prison system and its performance partly 

because of the individual prisoners or personnel data not being open 

for ordinary researchers who belong to universities. This paper tries 
to explain the prison management in Japan by using the annual 

directory of prison staff's names and positions, which had been 

distributed to them to find out their colleagues' latest position and 
workplace (because there are nationwide reshuffles of prison 

officers every year) until 2012, and comparing the personnel 

administration policy of other Japanese administrative institutions 
based on the literature produced in the context of Japanese public 

administration research. 

075.  The future and transnational context of darknet drug trade 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Drugs and Crime 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor - Fuligno 11 

While darknet markets have been growing steadily since their launch in the 

first half of the 2010s, they have recently started to decline. The decrease is 
likely to be driven by the disruption of delivery routes and the emergence of 

encrypted messaging applications. Drug trade via darknet markets is affected 

by many (technical) factors, such as the trust between vendors and customers 
reflected by reputation systems, the various encryption methods, and the 

stealthy delivery of the products. In addition, the operation and survival of 

illicit online drug trade are determined by national policies and regulations 
related to the trade and consumption of drugs. While some European 

countries have a zero-tolerance policy for drug use, others have 
decriminalised the possession of certain types of drugs. In addition to 

regulations, the social attitudes of the given population and civil society 

initiatives (such as harm reduction programmes) also affect the national 
context of darknet drug trade. The roundtable will discuss the impact of 

different drug policies and regulations on the international supply of drugs 

online, and how they are shaping the future of online drug trade across 

geographical borders. 

Chair: 

Richard Frank, Simon Fraser University 

Discussants: 

Richard Frank, Simon Fraser University 

Tibor Kiss, University of Public Service 

Ćkos Szigeti, University of Public Service 

Laszlo Dornfeld, Center for Fundamental Rights, Hungary 

David D®cary-H®tu, Universit® de Montr®al 

Russell Brewer, University of Adelaide 

Thomas J. Holt, Michigan State University 

T¿nde A. Barab§s, University of Public Service, Hungary 

076.  Comparative Empirical Perspectives on the Exclusionary Rule 

i 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Quantitative 

Methods 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor - Fuligno 2 

The purpose of this roundtable is to explore the legal and external factors 
influencing decisions to exclude evidence in different legal systems, including 

but not limited to Ireland, China, the UK, Canada, and Israel. The discussion 

will focus on empirical research conducted in these jurisdictions, providing 
insights into the practical operation of exclusionary rules and the factors that 

affect their application de-facto. The focus of previous quantitative-empirical 

research has primarily been on verdicts: reasonable doubt (on conviction and 
acquittal) and punishment. However, interim decisions play a crucial role in 

protecting human rights, preventing law enforcement misconduct, and 

ensuring equal enforcement of the law. The policy of evidence exclusion has 
been chosen as the basis for the study on the assumption that extrajudicial 

considerations may impact not only the final outcome of criminal proceedings 

but also interim decisions, particularly those requiring a balance between due 
process and finding factual truth, and crime prevention. 
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Chairs: 

Jonathan Hasson, University of Oxford, Faculty of Law, Centre 

for Criminology; University of Haifa, Faculty of Law 

Claire E Hamilton, Prof. Claire Hamilton 

Discussants: 

Melanie Murchison, University of Manitoba, Department of 

Sociology and Criminology 

Weimin Zuo, Sichuan University School of Law 

Lan Rongjie, Southwestern University of Finance & Economics 

Law School 

Sabine Gless, Juristische Fakultªt der Universitªt Basel 

Mark Dell Kielsgard, City University of Hong Kong 

Wu Hongyao, China University of Political Science and Law 

Shi Jiahui, Sichuan University Email 

077.  Developing Probation Practitionership 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Community Sanctions 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

3 

In 2022 Liverpool John Moores University were awarded the contract to 
deliver the academic element of the Professional Qualification in Probation 

Practice for the North West of England. In light of this and against the 

backdrop of various forms of change in the penal landscape and probation 
training we started from a blank slate and sought to re-imagine what effective 

probation practitionership looks like in contemporary society. This roundtable 

will therefore focus on the following themes in an attempt to share insights 
and understandings around the key ingredients needed to ensure that the 

training that probation officers in England and Wales receive intergrates the 

best national and international perspectives. 1. Why apply? 2. Criteria needed 
to apply? 3. What are the important parts of probation training? 4. Who 

makes the best probation officer? 5. What skills and qualities are needed? 6. 

How can we do things differently? 

Chair: 

Ester Louisa Ragonese, Liverpool John Moores University 

Discussant: 

Justin Moorhead, Liverpool John Moores University 

078.  Enhancing corporate accountability: innovations in detection, 

attribution/ enforcement and sanctioning 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/White collar Crime, Organizational 

Crime, Corporate Crime, Financial Crime 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

5 

Achieving corporate accountability for crimes and harms is an enduring social 

problem and a perennial focus of criminological and socio-legal scholarship. 

This roundtable will engage with some novel ways of detecting, pursuing, and 
sanctioning corporate wrongdoing, and evaluate their prospects of better 

addressing corporate harms from jurisdictionally comparative and cross-

disciplinary perspectives. In terms of uncovering wrongdoing, the ódetection 
droughtô can be addressed through mechanisms like the incentivising of 

whistle-blowers, as well as the deployment of automated regulatory/oversight 

systems as well as AI/machine learning. Such mechanisms bring benefits but 
also are fraught with issues relating to transparency, bias, and potential legal 

challenges. Beyond this, while the criminal law is just one conceivable way of 

attaining corporate accountability, we endorse its retention and primacy for 
the most serious offences and offenders. That said, issues with corporate 

criminal liability permeate and affect the whole landscape of corporate 

accountability. This roundtable will consider models of criminal liability, 
drawing comparisons with the framework against transnational organised 

crime. Enabling more involvement by and input from victims of corporate 

harm in the sanctioning processes could both better convey the nature of the 
behaviour as well as meeting some of these victimsô interests. This proposal 

dovetails with the use of deferred prosecution agreements in the UK, the US, 
and elsewhere, which have the potential to involve payment to victims, 

though this seldom occurs. It is fruitful to explore the radical and progressive 

dimensions of existing mechanisms like DPAs, which exist in large part due 
to the previously mentioned flaws with criminal liability. The roundtable 

centres on a number of overarching themes, including the palatability of risk 

in policy creation, the power dynamics in enforcement/regulatory 
relationships, the meaning and purpose of corporate accountability, and the 

politics of policy transfer. 

Chair: 

Liz Campbell, Monash University 

Discussants: 

PENNY CROFTS, UTS 

Jonathan Clough, Monash University 

Nicholas Lord, The University of Manchester, UK 

Natalia Antolak-Saper, Monash University 

Mihailis Diamantis, University of Iowa 

079.  The current state of Italian criminology: Decay or 

Renaissance? (I) 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Theoretical 

and Epistemological debates in Criminology 

Roundtable 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

6 

In 1989, John Braithwaite published a thought-provoking article titled "The 
State of Criminology: Theoretical Decay or Renaissance." In it, he provides a 

bleak account of criminology's theoretical, empirical, and policy contributions 

to the "crime problem." The article also criticizes the "entrenched niches of 
expertise" that make criminology, to a significant degree, a fragmented 

discipline. The return of the ESC annual conference to Italy for the first time 

since 2007 - moreover, in the cradle of the Renaissance - offers an 
opportunity to reflect on the current state of Italian criminology. Despite its 

great tradition (the term "criminology" first emerged in the work of Italian 

Raffaele Garofalo in 1885), Italian criminology has developed in different 
directions and followed multiple trajectories, influenced by international 

trends as well as specific national factors. Overall, Italian criminology is no 

stranger to fragmentation capable of undermining what would otherwise be a 
desirable pluralism within the discipline. This is the first of two roundtable 

discussions that will interrogate the current state of Italian criminology 

focusing on its developments, ongoing challenges, and future directions. The 
roundtable brings together a group of distinguished scholars, belonging to 

different generations and with different backgrounds and experiences, who 

approach criminological research from varying theoretical and 
methodological perspectives, working in the country and abroad. 

Chair: 

Alessandro Corda, Queen's University Belfast 

Discussants: 

Dario Melossi, University of Bologna 

Francesco Calderoni, Transcrime / Universit¨ Cattolica del Sacro 

Cuore (Milan) 

Anna Di Ronco, University of Essex 

080.  Cybercrime Working Group - Theories, ethics and reflections 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Cybercrime 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor first floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 7 

Chair: 

Sanjeev P. Sahni, Jindal Institute of Behavioural Sciences 

Participants: 

Digital Criminology, Technoethics and AI Fotios Spyropoulos, 

University of West Attica (GR); Evangelia Androulaki, 

University of West Attica (GR); Martha Lempesi, Center for 

the Study of Crime 



72 

 

Given the highly adaptable nature and rapid evolution of crime in 
the digital age, and cybercrime in particular, it is essential to 

interpret it and formulate prevention measures and practises at the 

international level based on continuous cooperation and exchange 
of knowledge and best practises. Our proposal, based on our 

participation in the work of the UN Ad Hoc Committee to Elaborate 

a Comprehensive International Convention on Countering the Use 
of Information and Communications Technologies for Criminal 

Purposes, is a brief overview of basic criminological theories, 

focusing on new theories according to which the network itself is 
considered the perpetrator and/or, more generally, technology in the 

context of artificial intelligence applications. On this basis, new 

popular (?) norms are formed, which in a dynamic process can lead 
to elements that constitute technoethics. To what extent will the 

emerging technoethics influence criminal law in terms of dealing 

with the criminal phenomenon in a digital environment and force 
states to think beyond traditional preventive approaches in the 

elaboration of the future convention? Finally, these are our 

recommendations, suggestions and justifications by conducting an 
article-by-article analysis of the Convention. Our analysis focuses 

on the section on Preventive Measures (Chapter VI). 

Digital Identity and Criminality Mariana Noelia Solari Merlo, 

Universidad de C§diz 

In today's societies, with a high level of digitization, the digital 

identity of citizens is a key element that allows access and 
enjoyment of the multiple goods and services available in 

cyberspace. This identity can be understood as an extension of the 

personality in the virtual environment and its extension is such that 
it is present in practically all areas of intervention. Any active 

participation in cyberspace usually requires the creation of a user, a 

process of identification, recognition and authentication, which 
enables participation. From this moment on, the digital footprint 

that makes up the online identity is generated and makes it visible 

to third parties. The digital identity and the fingerprint generated 
imply the personification of the users, make them visible and 

susceptible to becoming the object of attacks. The greater the 

visibility, footprint, the more personal areas are exposed in 
cyberspace. Certainly, the development dynamics of the Internet 

encourage users to become visible because on the Internet, unlike 

the non-virtual world, the existence of the person is conditioned to 
their visibility, to interaction. Some of the conditions that drive this 

phenomenon are the diffusion of the public and the private -

extimacy-, the development of the so-called FOMO and the 
infoxication that it can generate, the democratization of space and 

the emergence of prosumers, among others. This complex network, 

the digital identity becomes highly vulnerable to possible attacks 
that, if they occur, expose various areas of personal development. 

Few are the countries, however, that offer criminal protection for 

digital identity understood in these terms. In Spain, this protection 
was partially introduced in the reform of September 2022 but, as 

will be analyzed, the limited assessment of its relevance has meant 

that this new crime is incapable of offering true protection. 

The Cyber in Crime and Warfare: Two Birds of A Feather? Celien 

De Stercke, Ghent University; Jelle Janssens, Ghent University 

Throughout history, the territory of war and crime has been mostly 

clearly distinguished from one another. Even so that the security 
architectures of the Western world are built on this distinction 

between external and internal security. In essence, whereas external 

security is to be provided by the armed forces and their (military) 
intelligence services, internal security is the field of the police and 

(civilian) intelligence. However, this distinction is less clear on the 

most novel battleground, namely cyberspace, as nation-states have 
been observed to operate next to and even deploy cyber criminals. 

A ransomware attack by a cybercrime group on a port could be an 

ideal outsourced cover-up for a strategic attack by a nation-state. 
These sorts of cyber mercenary activities are highly useful in the 

hybrid warfare strategy of the new wars of the 21st century, as it 

blurs the lines between cybercrime and cyberwarfare. Some could 
even argue that the common denominator cyber catalyzed the 

weaponization of cybercrime in cyber warfare. At the very least, 
there can be stated that our contemporary knowledge on our 

pillarized security concepts is challenged in cyberspace. An 

operational distinction between the internal and external dimensions 
is necessary in order to gain insights into the possible governance of 

cyberspace. To date, such a distinction has not thoroughly been 

made yet. This results in the lack of a conceptual model or lens to 
analyze and distinguish both phenomena and hence the governance 

required. This paper will be a first step in bridging this gap by 

developing an analytical framework to distinguish cybercrime from 
cyber warfare through an extensive literature review in the field. As 

such, it provides the fundaments for further research on the 

cybercrime-cyberwarfare nexus, in particular to help explain 
activities committed by cyber mercenaries, and the realm of the 

governance applicable. 

The relationship between Artificial Intelligence and Crime: 

Deepfake as a threat for a technologic world Patricia Bello San 

Juan, University of Malaga 

Deepfake phenomenon shows the development of Artificial 

Intelligence in nowadays, specifically, those aspects related to deep 

learning evolution. Deepfake is defined as audio, image or video 
manipulation made through deep learning techniques in order to 

create a content very similar to original ones, making difficult to 

distinguish the órealô content from that which is ófakeô. The most 
used tools for getting that results are face-swapping, puppeteering, 

Lip-Sync and voice cloning, among others. Deepfake is currently 

used for different objectives, especially in those fields related to 
accessibility, educational areas or cinema industry, bringing users 

more tools to make their experience easier than it used to be. 

Moreover, deepfake evolution has affected forensic field through 
design of new tools focused on improving ways of studying crime 

scenes and, therefore, establishing more solid conclusions. 

However, despite of the benefits caused by this Artificial 

Intelligence branch, its use could also suppose a threat in personal, 

social and economic terms. Indeed, criminal phenomena such as 

CEO Fraud or porn-revenges take a more dangerous nature than 
they used to have because this technology enables criminals to 

make video or audio files where people (famous or not) appear 

doing some actions or saying words that they have never said, 
supposing a damage in their rightôs protection. Whatôs more, 

deepfake is progressive involved in human trafficking related to 

sexual exploitation and porn content, supposing an important source 
for obtaining more profits, usually, at womenôs expense. It is worth 

to mention at this point its dangerousness has been increasing in 

recent years because of applications development that enables 
general public to elaborate this type of material without requiring 

any specific knowledge. For that reason, it is important to highlight 

the potential crime implications associated to Deepfake from a 
criminological view, including gender perspective in this analysis 

as well. 

Understanding the Intersection between Technology and 

Kidnapping: A Typology of Virtual Kidnapping Marie-Helen 

Maras, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University 

of New York, USA; Jana Arsovska, John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice, City University of New York, USA 

No longer limited by geographic locations and in-person 

interactions, criminals leverage information and communication 
technology to commit virtual kidnappings. In its simplest form, a 

virtual kidnapping is a cyber-enabled crime where criminals contact 

targets (falsely) claiming to have kidnapped a significant other, 
child, or other relative and threatening to cause death or serious 

bodily harm to the person unless a ransom is paid. Overall, little is 

known about virtual kidnappings and the characteristics of the 
actors and groups that commit this cyber-enabled crime. We 

conducted an in-depth, virtual kidnapping case study analysis to 

develop a comprehensive typology of virtual kidnapping. This 

typology identifies the characteristics of the actors and groups 

involved in this crime, including: whether this crime is committed 
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individually, with another actor, or as part of a group; if there are 
ties to transnational organized crime; the gender and nationality of 

actors; the size, structure, and roles of members of any identified 

groups; and the actorsô and groupsô tactics, tools, targets, areas of 
operation, and modus operandi. The research findings of this study 

can be used to inform future research on this cyber-enabled crime 

and assist criminal justice agencies in the identification, 
investigation, prosecution, and adjudication of this crime. 

The Global Emergence of Cybercrime: A Behavioural Science 

Perspective on Criminal Responsibility and Prevention Sanjeev 

P. Sahni, Jindal Institute of Behavioural Sciences 

Cybercrime is a growing global phenomenon, with new 
technologies and digital advancements leading to increasingly 

sophisticated forms of criminal activity. As the world becomes 

more interconnected, the potential for cybercrime to cause 
significant harm to individuals, businesses, and governments 

continues to rise. In this presentation, we will explore the 

behavioural science perspective on cybercrime, examining the 
psychological factors that contribute to criminal behaviour in the 

digital realm. We will also discuss the implications of these insights 

for criminal responsibility and prevention efforts, highlighting the 
need for a comprehensive approach that incorporates both legal and 

psychological strategies. By understanding the behavioural science 

of cybercrime, we can better equip ourselves to combat this global 
threat and protect our digital societies from harm. The first section 

of the presentation explores the concept of criminal responsibility in 

the context of cybercrime, analysing the various factors that 
contribute to criminal behaviour in cyberspace. The discussion 

covers the psychological and social factors that influence the 

decision to engage in cybercrime, including individual 
vulnerabilities, group dynamics, and environmental cues. The paper 

also examines the legal frameworks and standards of criminal 

responsibility that apply to cybercrime, assessing their adequacy 

and effectiveness in addressing the unique features of cybercrime. 

The second section of the presentation will discuss the role of 

prevention in mitigating the impact of cybercrime. The paper 
argues that effective prevention strategies must incorporate a range 

of behavioural interventions, including deterrence, education, and 

treatment. The paper also highlights the importance of collaboration 
between law enforcement agencies, policymakers, behavioural 

scientist, and technology providers in developing and implementing 

effective prevention strategies. Overall, this presentation will 
highlight the need for a multidisciplinary approach to understanding 

and addressing the problem of cybercrime. By incorporating 

insights from behavioural science, law, and technology, 
policymakers and law enforcement agencies can develop more 

effective strategies for preventing cybercrime and holding 

cybercriminals accountable for their actions. 

081.  ECACTJ Panel 1. Etiology of Atrocities  - Theoretical and 

Empirical Perspectives 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity, 

War Crimes 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

8 

Chair: 

Nandor Knust, UIT Arctic University of Norway 

Participants: 

Feminist State Crime Theory- studying atrocities by learning from 

the Yugoslav Wars of the 1990s Annalisa Battista, University 

of Edinburgh 

This project advances a new theoretical approach -a feminist state 

crime theory- to the study of the widespread and systematic 

deployment of sexual violence as a means of ethnic cleansing by 

learning from the events characterizing the Yugoslav wars of the 

1990s. It moves forward the feminist debate on the purpose of the 
rapes deployed in former Yugoslavia, which saw the interpretation 

of the womenôs bodies as ñthe real battlefieldò (Corradi, 2009: 34) 

and the explanation of the rapes and the enforced pregnancies as a 
solely Serb-adopted genocidal strategy based on patriarchal beliefs 

on the role of women as ñmere sexual containersò (Allen, 1996: 

100). The new feminist approach acknowledges both the 
experiences of men and women and aims to understand what 

factors, if any, make sexual violence genocidal and at what level 

(i.e., physical, psychological, cultural). The research integrates the 
feminist approach with the state crime one to insert the 

interconnections of both gender and ethnicity within the study of 

atrocity crimes and to include victimology in the state crime field 
(Rothe and Kauzlarich, 2014). The project adopts Faircloughôs 

(2001) model of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to explore the 

dynamics of gendered power relations within discourses (Bryman, 
2016: 540) and how a particular ideology can be advanced through 

specific linguistic choices that dehumanize the members of the 

targeted group by naming them with degrading ethnic-related 
epitomes (see Cohen, 1993). This method is applied to the victimsô 

testimonies held within the ICTY web archive and the victimsô 

testimonies already present in existing criminological literature. 
The research shows that integrating the state crime approach to the 

study of atrocity crimes with the feminist interpretation of CRSV 

develops the criminological understanding of the gendered nature 
of particular atrocities and the different ways in which it affects not 

only women but also men. 

How dictators decide the fate of dissidents Maartje Weerdesteijn, 

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam; Willemijn Born, Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam 

In dictatorial states, the lives and rights of citizens are more likely 

to be consistently threatened than in established democracies. 

Nonviolent resistance movements can be instrumental in pushing 

countries towards democratization but this transition phase may 

cause widespread human rights violations. While some dictators 

eventually concede to the demands of protestors, others respond 
with harsh repression, sometimes pushing the country towards civil 

war. Research on non-violent resistance movements in repressive 

regimes tends to focus on the movements themselves and what 
determines their success or failure. How and why the regime 

responds to these movements has not been widely investigated. 

Some scattered literature suggests that regime related factors, such 
as the role and loyalty of the army, may be important in explaining 

the regimeôs reaction while it has also been suggested that the 

international relations or personalities of the despots are likely to 
play a role. In this research, a multi-level theoretical framework 

will be outlined that includes this broad spectrum of factors and can 

be used to analyse dictatorial responses to nonviolent resistance 
movements. The macro level will focus on international factors that 

constrain the choices of the dictator. On the meso level, regime 

related factors, such as the role that the army and loyalists play in 
the decision making process of the dictator, will be included. On the 

micro level, the (personal) characteristics of the dictator and their 

immediate surroundings form important determinants. By 
addressing these different levels, the response of a dictator to a 

nonviolent resistance movement can be assessed in a more holistic 

manner. 

Crimes committed in Ukraine by russian soldiers; to what extend 

is this tragedy unique after World War II? Maryana 

Oleksandrivna Kachynska, Northumbria University 

The unique method of research was chosen via structural analysis 

of the information which had been received from representatives of 
the country aggressor. This work is a secondary research and based 

on the information which had been published on the Internet by the 

journalists having obtained the official permission by the Defence 
Intelligence of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine to communicate 

with the prisoners of war captured at territory of Ukraine by the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine. During the period of full-scale invasion 
such evaluation of the crimes as murders, massacres, lootings, 
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executions of civilians and others were analysed. This analysis was 
made with the connection to the map of the military actions in 

Ukraine: an attempt of a full invasion, repelling the attack on Kyiv 

the capital city, liberation of Kyiv region (including towns Bucha, 
Irpin), liberation of Kharkiv region, Kherson and part of Kherson 

region, invasion of the north of Ukraine (including Mariupol). In 

the research the official public information about the crimes on the 
mentioned above territories with the detailed analysis of the 

statements received during the interviews is presented.   The new 

types of crimes, such as gender-based crimes against Ukrainian 
male defenders were established, as well as the state crimes of 

Russia against their own citizens who were in prisons, by forced 

recruiting to private military companies and military forces to take 
active part in the war in Ukraine. Also, mass kidnapping of 

Ukrainian kids from the occupied territories, force transportation to 

the russian territory and putting to families are in the focus of the 
research.   Key words: War in Ukraine, russian aggression, 

murders, massacres, looting, execution of civilians, kidnappings of 

Ukrainian children, gender-based crimes against male defenders. 

From State Ideology to Criminal Action: A Multi-level 

Framework of Atrocity Crimes in the Municipality of Bosanski 

Ġamac Mirjana Gavriloviĺ Nilsson, University of Edinburgh 

In scholarship on mass atrocity and genocide there is insufficient 

consideration of processes that transpire in subnational regions and 
localities, and of the interplay levels (individual, subnational and 

national). This paper uses the subnational level as a starting point to 

investigate the events that took place in Bosanski Ġamac in 1992-
1993 during the 1990s war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosanski 

Ġamac, held an important strategic position in the entity of 

Republika Srpska throughout the war, linking eastern and western 
parts of Serb-controlled Bosnia, as well as Serb territories in 

Croatia. Bosanski Ġamac was forcibly taken over on the 17th of 

April 1992, with the elected Municipal Assembly effectively 

replaced by a Serb Crisis Staff, later formalised into a Serb 

Municipal Assembly, to control all aspects of local government in 

the municipality. A number of crimes against humanity, such as 
unlawful arrests and detention, cruel and inhumane treatment, 

persecution, deportation and forcible transfer of non-Serbs from the 

municipality took place by the Serb Crisis Staff in conjunction with 
detachments from the JNA, the Bosnian Serb army, the Serb police 

and paramilitaries. Using court documents and testimony from the 

International Criminal Tribunal of Yugoslavia (ICTY), I aim to 
develop a multi-level, integrated framework of analysis of the role 

of individuals and the organisational frameworks that surround 

them in the unfolding and escalation of atrocity crimes in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. That is, the process through which macro-factors 

come to define (or not) individual perpetrator behaviour and the 

importance of the meso-level in this process. 

082.  EXTR2 Comparative CVE 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Terrorism and Terrorism Financing, 

Radicalization, Extremism 

Paper Session 

8:00 to 9:15 am 

Educatorio Fuligno: Floor ground floor / cloister entrance - Fuligno 

9 

Chair: 

Elanie Rodermond, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 

Participants: 

Assessing extremist ideologies: Bottlenecks, blind spots and best 

practices Elanie Rodermond, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam; 

Charlie Stoeldraaijers, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam; Tasniem 

Anwar, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam; Nadia Ismaµli, Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam; Rik Peels, Vrije Universiteit 

Amsterdam 

In the Netherlands, assessments of extremist ideologies take on a 

central role in both preventive and repressive contexts. In four 

domains, including the preventive person-centered approach 
(Persoonsgerichte aanpak; PGA), the prison system, the criminal 

law system, and the child protection system, professionals conduct 

ideological assessments in the context of preventing and countering 
radicalization and extremism. As these assessments can have far-

reaching consequences for individual lives, careers and families, it 

is pivotal that they are accurate, and that assessment procedures are 
being dealt with carefully. To date, however, it remains largely 

unclear why and how ideological assessments are conducted, by 

whom, and whether there are possibilities for contra-expertise and 
appeal. The present study aims to fill these knowledge gaps. Based 

on a systematic review of the literature, a case law analysis and 

interviews with a wide range of professionals in the four domains 
mentioned above, we examine how and by whom ideological 

assessments are conducted, whether the quality of assessments is 

examined against specific criteria, and whether there are procedures 
for supervision, contra-expertise and appeal. Results point at 

several bottlenecks and blind spots impacting the quality and 

reliability of assessments, whereas they also show some best 
practices. Based on the results, we formulate several 

recommendations for policy and practice. 

óConflictedô extremism? Interrogating fluctuating categories of 

dangerousness in UK radicalisation prevention strategies Jacob 

Astley, University of Liverpool; Anne-Marie Martindale, 

University of Liverpool; Laura Zahra McDonald, University of 

Liverpool; Gabe Mythen, University of Liverpool; Sandra 

Walklate, University of Liverpool 

In recent years, the UK Government has faced growing challenges 

in addressing the problem of divergent forms of extremism. Whilst 
the original UK Prevent Strategy was launched in 2007 in direct 

response to the threat of Islamist extremism, updated versions of the 

strategy have also focussed on intervening to deter individuals from 
engaging with Far Right ideologies and being involved in 

proscribed groups arising out of three decades of ethno-nationalist 

conflict in Northern Ireland. While the Independent Review of 
Prevent commissioned by the UK Government, reasserts that the 

óreal riskô to UK national security is posed by Islamist terrorism, 

critical questions have been asked about why the Review pays scant 
attention to the well-documented rise in individuals subscribing to a 

variety of extremist views. Previously described as ómixed, unstable 

and unclearô and reclassified in January 2023 as óconflictedô, UK 
Home Office Prevent statistics have shown that this group of 

individuals comprises the majority of referrals (51%) made to 

Prevent Duty Officers for risk assessment, compared to 20% 
associated with Far Right extremism and 16% Islamist extremism. 

The presence of new forms of extremism including inceldom and 

misogynistic-driven violence within prevailing notions of 
masculinity and the ómanosphereô have been well documented in 

recent times. Nonetheless, the impact of labile commitments in this 

changing landscape on the capacity of the Prevent Strategy to 

intervene effectively - less still operationalise óde-radicalisationô 

process with individuals deemed at risk or risky remains a moot 

point. In this paper we wish first to explore salient issues of 
definitional and conceptual confusion that have arisen around 

which forms of extremism are emerging in this space. Further, we 

will address key practical challenges that emergent forms of 
extremism pose for practitioners working in preventative and/or 

safeguarding spaces. 

Improving cross-sectoral criminal justice staff competencies in the 

Balkans: Findings from a country-tailored training programme 

in the field of P/CVE Pedro Liberado, IPS_Innovative Prison 

Systems; Sara Afonso, IPS_Innovative Prison Systems; V©nia 

Sampaio, IPS_Innovative Prison Systems; Margarida Madruga 

Damas, IPS_Innovative Prison Systems 

Despite the considerably reduced number of terrorist attacks (i.e., 

15) and the slight decrease in arrests for terrorism-related offences 

(i.e., 388) in 2021, violent extremism and terrorism remain a threat 
to the EUôs internal security (EUROPOL, 2022) and within its 
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justice and home affairs policy foci. Research and initiatives to 
develop efficient mechanisms and interventions were (and are) 

needed, as the criminal justice system ï and, specifically, prison 

and probation ï play a key role in preventive measures. Prisons 
have consensually been considered hotbeds of radicalisation, 

hosting a vulnerable population where recruitment and planning can 

occur. Thus, EU policy strategies (e.g., Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
21-24, EU Judicial Training Strategy 21-25) state the training of 

prison and probation professionals, the support to local actors (as 

critical stakeholders to ensure individualsô rehabilitation, 
reintegration, and social stabilisation within the prison-exit 

continuum framework), and the cooperation with the (Western) 

Balkansô governments as cornerstone priorities for an adequate and 
effective European-wide response. The HOPE óHolistic 

Radicalisation Prevention Initiativeô project, by deploying a 

country-specific, target group-centred, tailor-made training b-
Learning approach, intended to improve the skill set of prison, 

probation, and civil society practitioners in the area of radicalisation 

prevention, identification, assessment, rehabilitation and 
reintegration. Focused on a sample of 220 practitioners from the 

prison, probation, and civil society organisations from Romania, 

Bulgaria, Serbia, and Slovenia, the current paper highlights the 
results from a pre- and post-test on the effectiveness of the projectôs 

approach, additional achievements, and future steps for the 

sustainability of practices within the criminal justice system. 

Studying Terrorism Prevention in the United States Matthew 

DeMichele, RTI; Sarah Cook, RTI 

Violent extremism is one the greatest dangers facing the U.S. 
Although violent extremism presents serious threats to the U.S, 

there has been a limited amount of research evaluating prevention 

and intervention programs. In this presentation, we draw attention 
to the unique learning opportunity provided by the recent 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Countering Violent 

Extremism grantees. We present initial findings from six terrorism 
prevention programs operating in the U.S. The findings 

demonstrate how prevention experts overcome real world 

challenges. 

Project ADAPT: Analysing domestic abuse and the prevention of 

terorism Caitlin Clemow, UCL; Seray Mehmet, Croydon Local 

Authority; Haydar Muntadhar, Croydon Local Authority 

Growing evidence suggests a relationship between violence against 

women and girls and violent extremism. Specifically, recent case 

studies suggest there may be a link between domestic abuse and 
violent extremism. Identifying if there is a link, what the nature of 

that link is, and how domestic abuse impacts upon violent extremist 

risk, could provide further opportunities for intervention from 
services aimed at preventing both types of violence. To do so, 

policy and practice require robust evidence to inform service design 

and delivery ï this is currently lacking. Hence, a multidisciplinary 
team spanning the Home Office, Croydon Local Authority, 

Counter-Terrorism Policing UK, and UCL researchers, initiated 

Project ADAPT, to interrogate the links (if any) between domestic 
abuse and violent extremism. The project is ongoing however here 

we present the results of an in-depth analysis of ~20 individuals 

referred to Prevent, and analyse if and how domestic abuse 
(victimisation, perpetration, exposure) impacts on their presenting 

risk. We present our findings alongside insights from practitioners 

working to across both types of harm. 

083.  POL Panel 30. Police reform and legitimacy 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Paper Session 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 1 

Chair: 

Esther de Graaf, Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

Participants: 

Balancing the Scales of Justice and Compassion in UK Disaster 

Victim Identification (DVI). Kirsty Jane Jennett, Liverpool 

John Moores University 

Modern practices in DVI have developed internationally with the 

first formal guidance in DVI published by Interpol in 1984 

(Interpol, 2022). In accordance with this internationally recognised 
guidance, DVI has four recognised stages; scene examination, post-

mortem data, anti-mortem data, reconciliation. Whilst there is much 

research on DNA analysis, odontology, anthropology, and other 
specialist functions used to identify victims, there is far less 

research on the methods of body recovery, and yet, nothing on the 

impact of Interpol guidance on the effective performance of body 
recovery or the family impact. This presentation explores the 

attitudes, experiences and understanding of the issues surrounding 

body recovery processes by experienced practitioners, and the 
perceived impact of the current system on performance. A survey 

was completed by 230 UK DVI practitioners and of those 

respondents a further 23 were interviewed. The results of the survey 
and interviews were analysed to identify themes and views on the 

practice if DVI in the UK and compared against Interpol guidance 

and quality standards.   In what is the largest open-source survey 
and interviews of DVI practitioners in the UK to date, the results 

show a compliant process with Interpol guidance, and some 

additional detailed process over and above the Interpol DVI 
Guidance. There are occasions when the guidance has not filtered to 

all levels of DVI practitioners, and this can impact effectiveness.   

Due to the challenging nature of the DVI body recovery, there is a 
view amongst participants that it is inappropriate to judge 

performance of the practitioner, however this is not aligned to other 

police work such as homicide investigations, where the police 
service, the family and the public expect high performance leading 

to positive results (Minenko & Ditcham, 2022).   This presentation 

explores results and key findings and discuss the implications for 

DVI practice. 

Diversity and policing: a topic for discussion? Esther de Graaf, 

Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

This contribution is part of a broader research project 'Diversity in 
the police: the test of democracy', which involves a collaboration 

with the ULB (Universit® Libre de Bruxelles). With this study, we 

want to examine how diversity policy is organised in the six police 
zones of Brussels. As the diversity policy in the police can be the 

cause of discussion, we want to answer the following research 

question with this study: what are the strengths, limitations and 
difficulties in implementing diversity policy within the police? The 

aim of this contribution is to present the research design of this 

project and to reflect on the first preliminary results of this project. 

Whereôs the Substance in Procedural Justice? Substantive Justice 

and Police Discretion in Public Order Law Charmian Werren, 

University of East Anglia; Geoff Pearson, University of 

Manchester 

There has been an identifiable drive in recent years for police in the 

UK and elsewhere to become more óprocedurally justô in their 

operations and interactions with the public. Proponents of 
procedural justice theory (PJT) argue that where police officers 

approach encounters in a respectful, unbiased, and trustworthy way, 

this can enhance the willingness of individuals to cooperate with 
the police and even strengthen perceptions of the legitimacy of the 

law itself. However, PJT has recently been subject to a number of 

critiques, which question the application of theoretical approaches 
evidenced mostly from large survey data to the particular situational 

contexts in which different communities experience policing using 

the PJT approach. This paper approaches PJT from a socio-legal 
rather than a criminological position and problematises the 

operation of procedural justice in the sphere of public order 

policing. Here, exacerbated by recent UK legislative changes (the 
Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 and the Public 

Order Bill 2023), there are particular challenges for the PJT 

approach, including: circumstances where the police have a legal 
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requirement to determine the very lawfulness of an assembly; 
where research has highlighted that successful public order 

outcomes are contingent on police using discretion to avoid 

applying the law; where officers do not understand the law; and 
where the lawfulness of policing may rely not upon enforcing the 

law but on facilitating human rights. Our analysis suggests that it is 

becoming increasingly difficult in this context to differentiate 
procedural from substantive justice and that it is often the latter that 

determines the legitimacy of an operation or interaction in the 

minds of the public. 

Womenôs opinions about gender equality policies to accessing the 

police Albert Pedrosa Bou, University of Girona; Ester Blay 

Gil, University of Girona; Noelia Miranda Soriano, 

Autonomous University of Barcelona 

Even if the number of women keeps increasing in police forces, the 

difference between the percentage of male and female officers is 

still high.  Understanding why less women apply to join the police 
is key to adopt measures to increase their numbers. With this aim, 

some jurisdictions have applied gender equality strategies to 

increase the number of women in police services, including gender 
quotas. This specific measure has been used by the Mossos 

dôEsquadra (police force in Catalonia, Spain) in recent years, 

setting aside a ratio of 40% of the positions for women. After a 
swift examination of statistics on the presence of women in the 

organization, this study explores womenôs opinions regarding this 

measure through data from 59 interviews. These interviews were 
conducted on a sample of women applying for a job in the police, 

students in the police academy and training officers, and police 

officers, including high rank officers in the Mossos dôEsquadra 
police. Results show mixed opinions regarding gender quotas, 

albeit most of the responses are cautious and reflect apprehension 

about possible negative effects for police women and their 
progression in the organization. Opinions are shaped by womenôs 

motivations to join the police, their view about being a police 

officer means, and the expected opinions of their male co-workers. 
Results reflect the ambivalence of the concept of sisterhood in 

police culture 

084.  INTERACT: Investigating New Types of Engagement, 

Response and Contact Technology in Policing 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Pre-arranged Panel 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 2 

INTERACT is a UK based Economic and Social Research Council funded 

mixed-methods project. Focusing on recent shifts towards technologically-

mediated contact between police and public, the project explores whether, and 
how, police organisations can pursue their aims of providing a procedurally 

just experience for users, and build legitimacy with various publics, whilst 

fundamentally changing the nature and form of public contact. This panel 
draws on some of our findings from qualitative interviews with strategic 

police leaders, observations of policing in case study areas, and focus groups 

with members of the public. The four papers that make up this panel explore 
police visions, expectations and realities of digitised public contact; differing 

access needs of members of the public; considerations regarding police 

deployment of drones and their visibility; and  procedural justice in in-person, 
but technologically-mediated police-public encounters. In this panel we 

consider the role of various forms of technologies used by police in public 

contact, both online and in-person, and the implications for ófuture-proofingô 
procedural justice theory. 

Chair: 

Ben Bradford, University College London 

Participants: 

Meeting expectations, managing demand: long-term visions and 

short-term realities of modernising police-public contact 

Elizabeth Aston, Edinburgh Napier University; Helen Wells, 

Keele University; Estelle Clayton, Edinburgh Napier 

University; Will Andrews, Keele University; Megan O'Neill, 

University of Dundee; Ben Bradford, University College 

London 

This paper explores data from the INTERACT project, focusing on 
interviews with strategic national leaders and force-level leaders 

charged with driving forward an agenda of digitised police-public 

contact. The analysis considers the visions, approaches, and values 
operating in these two spaces, contrasting national priorities around 

ómodernisingô policing and reaching new publics, with more local 

needs in respect of managing existing day-to-day demand. The 
discussion considers the different and sometimes contradictory 

frames that shape innovation design and delivery, comparing the 

relative influence of different actors in the operationalisation of 
óchannel choiceô for an imagined public. The paper will highlight a 

number of working presumptions, including that an excess of low-

value demands to deal with issues that are not ópolice businessô are 
threatening to hide a smaller number of high-value and potentially 

critical incidents - with technology seen as both the solution to this, 

and as a contributor to increased demand. An underlying concern 
with police legitimacy is presented as operating as a 21st century 

challenge which needs to be reconciled with a technologically-

advanced delivery model. Exploring data from national strategic 
leaders, alongside local force leaders illuminates the priorities and 

presumptions operating at two distinct but co-dependent levels of 

UK policing at a time of significant challenge and change. 

Voice, Trust, and New Technologies in Policing. Experiences of 

Deaf Individuals and Autistic Individuals Estelle Clayton, 

Edinburgh Napier University; Robert Skinner, Proximity 

Interpreting; Will Andrews, Keele University; Megan O'Neill, 

University of Dundee; Elizabeth Aston, Edinburgh Napier 

University; Helen Wells, Keele University; Ben Bradford, 

University College London 

Historically, there has been a reliance on telephonic communication 

as the primary mode of contacting the police, but this does not 
necessarily take into account the needs of diverse groups who may 

need to contact the police. For instance, deaf people whose primary 

language is BSL have been locked out of this mode of contact 
(Skinner and Napier, 2022). Whilst autistic individuals are not 

usually locked out in the same linguistic way, research has 

indicated that a reliance on telephonic communication can be 
experienced as disabling for autistic individuals, who may face 

increased anxiety in telephonic interactions and experience greater 

risk of being misunderstood (Howard and Sedgewick 2021). New 
technologies for contacting the police are currently either in trial, or 

in use, across various police forces (Wells et al., 2022), and signify 

a move away from the reliance on telephonic communication 
towards text-based communication (e.g. chat bots) and video-relay 

services for BSL interpreting. Such developments are often linked 

with a broader accessibility agenda within policing; however, it is 
not clear how experiences of procedural justice may be influenced 

by the imposition of technology within these encounters. Focusing 

specifically on óvoiceô, this presentation draws on findings from 
focus groups and interviews with deaf individuals and autistic 

individuals to explore how police technologies can affect the ability 

of these individuals to have a say in their interactions with police, 
and how these experiences come to bear on trust in the police. 

(In)visibility at Height: Drones, Policing & Procedural Justice 

Will Andrews, Keele University; Estelle Clayton, Edinburgh 

Napier University; Megan O'Neill, University of Dundee; 

Elizabeth Aston, Edinburgh Napier University; Helen Wells, 

Keele University; Ben Bradford, University College London 

The use of drones by UK Police forces has risen steadily over the 

last decade, with the technology now being used by most UK forces 

for a range of aerial-based tasks. Perhaps most notably, the drone is 

used for tasks which make use of in-built cameras and the droneôs-

eye-view, at height, which this provides. This makes the drone 
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invaluable for roles such as identifying missing and vulnerable 
people, identifying suspects and gathering evidence at scenes where 

an aerial viewpoint is advantageous. However, the use of a camera 

or droneôs-eye-view, piloted by the police, looking down on the 
public, brings with it a number of issues. Perhaps chief amongst 

these is visibility of and by the drone at height. Conceptually this 

paper is situated within Procedural Justice Theory, where visibility 
can be understood as a necessary precursor to procedurally just 

encounters. In order for the public to ensure that they are treated 

with dignity and respect and that trust and confidence can grow, the 
police actors and processes which they engage with must be, first 

and foremost, visible. Drawing on qualitative data collected through 

ethnography and interviews with two police forces in the UK and 
from a review of current UK legislation, I focus on two interlinked 

examples of visibility in police drone use. Firstly, the visibility 

which the droneôs camera has of the public being policed and 
secondly the visibility, for the public, of the drone at height. On the 

latter point, I also critically explore the current definitions, as 

guided by RIPA, of covert and overt drone use in policing, both in 
legislation and in practice. The paper concludes with an assessment 

of current and near-future police drone use and legislation, in an 

attempt to identify the future opportunities and challenges for 
procedurally-just aerial policing. 

ñItôs ok, Iôm not using Facebookò: Mitigating the effects of digital 

technologies on perceptions of procedural justice in police-

public encounters Megan O'Neill, University of Dundee; Will 

Andrews, Keele University; Estelle Clayton, Edinburgh Napier 

University; Elizabeth Aston, Edinburgh Napier University; 

Helen Wells, Keele University; Ben Bradford, University 

College London 

Recently, UK police forces have introduced various technologies 
that alter the methods by which they interact with the public. Many 

forces have also begun to embrace the concept of procedural justice 

to secure legitimacy and (in turn) public compliance and 
cooperation. What has not received sufficient attention is the extent 

to which these two trends are compatible. The effect of 

technologically mediating police-public contacts and, in turn, the 
consequences for the British policing principle of ópolicing by 

consentô, are unknown. Using data from in-depth ethnographic 

observations of response, community and traffic policing units in 
three UK police forces, as well as focus groups with the public, we 

will demonstrate how digital technologies are perceived and 

navigated during in-person encounters. This includes devices such 
as body-worn video (BWV), mobile data terminals (MDT) and 

smart phones. We find that officers display several techniques, not 

all of which are compliant with policy, to mitigate the effects of the 
technology in the encounter, often whilst members of the public are 

engaging with their own devices. We will discuss how the public 

use methods of interaction to mitigate or comply with officersô data 
collection. We will explore the implications of this for conceptions 

of procedural justice. 

085.  Ethical law enforcement AI 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Policing and Law 

enforcement 

Roundtable 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 3 

Use of AI technology has become widespread for policing and security 

agencies, in addition to its myriad other civil, industrial, and scientific 
applications. The potential for tools to be used in ways that infringe upon 

ethical and human rights standards is considerable, with the EUôs upcoming 

AI Act one example of growing regulatory interest. This scrutiny follows 
several scandals centred on law enforcement agency (LEA) uses of 

technology, from the Metropolitan Policeôs racially biased Gangs Violence 

Matrix in the UK, to the predictive policing misfire of ProKid 12 in the 

Netherlands or invasive facial recognition of Clearview AI internationally. 

These cases illustrate the need for ethical safeguards in the development and 

implementation of tools that can have far-reaching impacts for citizens and 
the public square. This roundtable showcases the expertise of Trilateral 

Researchôs Law Enforcement and Community Safeguarding (LECS) cluster 

in the ethics of law enforcement AI domain. Trilateral is based in the UK and 
Ireland. Its Innovation and Research services are presently engaged in more 

than fifty research projects, with particular leadership in ethics and data 

protection. This roundtable features members of its LECS cluster, which has 
led work in diverse EU-funded crime and security projects contributing to the 

prevention and combatting of child abuse, human trafficking, and firearms 

trafficking, the use of augmented reality, and responses to organised crime, 
radicalisation, and financial crime. Amidst widespread concern about the 

design, reliability, and public acceptance of these powerful emerging AI 

tools, the panel will explore moderator and audience questions on the ethics 
of LEA engagement with AI technologies; outlining the importance of ethics-

by-design, transparency, and accountability. 

Chairs: 

Alex Murphy, Trilateral Research 

Anastasia Kordoni, Trilateral Research 

Discussants: 

Joshua Hughes, Trilateral Research 

Pinelopi Troullinou, Trilateral Research 

086.  Author Meets Critics: Kivivuori, Janne et al. (2022): Nordic 

Homicide in Deep Time 

Topic 2: Types of Offending/Homicide and Violent Crime 

Author meets critics 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor second floor - Affari 4 

Based on interdisciplinary cooperation of criminologists and historians, 
ñNordic Homicide in Deep Timeò analyses homicide and lethal violence in 

northern Europe in two eras ï the 17th century and early 21st century. The 

study has both substantial and methodological goals. It compares the rates and 

patterns of homicide over time and across regions. At the same time, it 

explores the possibility of long duration violence research. According to the 

authors, long duration violence research is possible because homicide reflects 
human universals and stable motives, such as revenge, jealousy, honor, and 

familial and material conflicts. This enables the creation of a conceptual grid 

to study historical variation: the Historical Homicide Monitor coding scheme. 
The HHM instrument combines measurement standardization with theoretical 

pluralism, thus retroactively expanding research data to the pre-statistical era. 

The HHM is fully compatible with the European Homicide Monitor (EHM). 
This Author Meets Critics panel discusses the book ñNordic Homicide in 

Deep Timeò, and its core idea of expanding EHM-compatible data backwards 

in time. The panel is organized under the auspices of the European Homicide 
Research working group and the European Homicide Monitor network. Both 

the book, the coding manual and ready-made coding templates are open 

access resources freely downloadable and usable by anyone interested in 
long-term homicide studies. Book: Kivivuori, J., Rautelin, M., B¿chert 

Netterstrßm, J., Lindstrºm, D., Bergsd·ttir, G.S., J·nasson, J.O., Lehti, M., 

Granath, S., Okholm, M.M. and Karonen, P. (2022). Nordic Homicide in 
Deep Time: Lethal Violence in the Early Modern Era and Present Times. 

Helsinki: Helsinki University Press, 

https://hup.fi/site/books/m/10.33134/HUP-15/ HHM coding manual and 
templates: https://helda.helsinki.fi/handle/10138/313437 and website 

https://blogs.helsinki.fi/historicalhomicidemonitor/ 

Critics: 

Marieke Liem, Leiden University 

Manuel Eisner, University of Cambridge 

Nora Markwalder, University of St. Gallen 

Book Author: 

Janne Kivivuori, University of Helsinki 

087.  Body searches and imprisonment 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Pre-arranged Panel 

9:30 to 10:45 am 
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Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 5 

The special panel explores and addresses body search practices in prison 

environments from different angles and discusses such practices in different 
national contexts within Europe. Body searches are widely used in prison 

systems across the globe: they are perceived as indispensable to prevent 

forbidden substances, weapons or communication devices from entering the 
prison. However, these are also invasive and potentially degrading control 

techniques. It should not come as a surprise, then, that body searches are 

deeply contested security measures and that they have been widely debated 
and regulated. What makes theses control measures problematic in a prison 

context? How do these practices come to be regulated in an international and 

European context? How are rules translated into national law? To what extent 
are laws and rules respected, bent, circumvented and denied? And what does 

the future hold for body searches? 

Chair: 

Tom Daems, KU Leuven 

Participants: 

Body searches as contested control measures in prisons Tom 

Daems, KU Leuven 

In his book Asylums Erving Goffman (1961: 76) famously wrote 

about a óéconstant conflict between human standards on one hand 
and institutional efficiency on the otherô. This tension is perhaps 

most tangible when prisoners are being subjected to body searches, 

that is, when they have their bodies exposed to the eyes of ð or 
touched by the hands of ð strangers, in an overarching context of 

punishment and control. Body searches are invasive, potentially 

degrading, and therefore deeply controversial control measures. But 
at the same time they are widely used in prison systems across the 

globe. Indeed, body searches are perceived as indispensable to 

prevent forbidden substances, weapons, or communication devices 
from entering into the prison.  In this paper we will outline how 

body searches can be explored and studied from different angles 

and perspectives, including prison sociology, security studies, law 
and human rights, criminology, and philosophy. 

Strip searches through the lens of the prohibition of inhuman and 

degrading treatment in European human rights law Natasa 

Mavronicola, University of Birmingham; Elaine Webster, 

University of Strathclyde 

The prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment 

within Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) has been relevant to a wide range of penal practices, 

including body searches in the prison context. In the chapter on 

which the proposed talk is based, Elaine Webster and I analyse the 
European Court of Human Rightsô context-sensitive determinations 

of whether strip searches in particular violate Article 3 ECHR. We 

draw out three key principles emerging from the case-law: (1) strip 
searches must not be routine and must be justified on protective 

grounds, (2) strip searches must not be conducted with intent to 

humiliate, debase or cause distress, and (3) strip searches must be 
performed in a dignity-respecting manner. Besides the utility of 

distilling these principles for the purposes of guidance, what we 

hope to offer is a starting point for engaging critically with the 
Courtôs thinking and its concrete implications, not least on what the 

Court deems to be the óunavoidable level of suffering [and 

humiliation] inherent in detentionô 

Body searches and vulnerable groups: Women and LGBTQI+ 

people in prison Aurore Vanliefde, KU Leuven 

While body searches are an inherently invasive procedure for all 

prisoners, some vulnerable groups (e.g. women, LGBTQI+ people, 
children, people with disabilities and/or any 

religious/ethnic/cultural minorities in a specific prison context) 

might be significantly more affected by its degrading character. 
This paper examines how body searches are experienced by 

vulnerable groups, with a focus on women and LGBTQI+ people in 

prison. As with most practices in prison, initial guidelines on body 

searches have been developed with mainly male, cisgender and 

straight people in prison in mind. Because the specific needs and 

sensibilities of women and/or LGBTQI+ people are not always 
considered, these searches can be experienced as particularly 

degrading or humiliating by women and/or LGBTQI+ people in 

prison. This is especially the case when the search is conducted by 
prison staff of the opposite sex/gender, or for more invasive body 

cavity searches. This paper will confront the recommendations for 

conducting body searches on vulnerable groups with how body 
searches are experienced by vulnerable groups based on literature 

and CPT reports. The chapter proposes a more gendered and queer 

perspective on body searches, with specific attention to the 
gendered dynamics that shape the experience of body searches, the 

experience of searches as humiliation or sexual abuse by some 

prisoners and recommendations on conducting body searches on 
vulnerable populations in prison. 

Body searches in French prisons: dignity and security on a roller 

coaster Joana Falxa, Universit® de Pau et des Pays de L'Adour 

In France, the regulation of body searches in prison is directly 
related to internal and European courts decisions condemning the 

breach of inmatesô right to dignity by the use of indiscriminate body 

searches. Article 57 of the French Prison Act (Loi p®nitentiaire, 
24th November 2009) was until the 1st of May 2022 the main 

regulation in this area. The content of this Article is now included 

in the Articles L225-1 to L225-3 of the new Prison Code (Code 
p®nitentiaire). Article 57 of the Prison Act was first adopted to 

prevent any abuse resorting to body searches in prisons, as it was 
strongly stated in the parliamentary debates back then. Nonetheless, 

the first version of the law, which was intended to oblige the prison 

administration to justify the use of body searches by only allowing 
those that were motivated by both precise circumstances and the 

personality of the searched inmate, was modified twice. Both 

modifications aimed at giving back to the prison administration 
more flexibility on the use of body searches. Interestingly, since the 

adoption of the French Prison Act, prison workersô unions 

intensively lobbied to reintroduce those systematic and 
indiscriminate searches. 

Security, control, and punishment in the practice of strip searches 

in Spanish prisons Cristina G¿erri, Universitat Pompeu Fabra 

This presentation analyses the functions of strip searches in Spanish 
prisons from a criminological perspective. Drawing on original data 

from Catalan prisons, it is shown that strip searches are widely 

used, usually in a routinary, non-individualized manner, are 
overused in high-security units, and lead to few positive results. 

Furthermore, an analysis of NPM annual reports demonstrates that 

certain standards, such as the avoidance of total nudity during strip 
searches, are frequently infringed. The chapter goes on to question 

whether strip searches really address specific security risks or serve 

some other purpose. Finally, I argue that in Spanish prisons strip 
searches are used as a form of general prevention and control, and 

that the systematic targeting of high-security prisoners is punitive in 

nature. 

088.  Child and youth victimization in Europe - COST Action 18121 

Cultural Victimology: Working Group 4  

Topic 4: Victimology/Consequences of Victimization 

Pre-arranged Panel 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 6 

Children and young people are over-represented as victims of crime and 

violence. Despite this, the victimisation experiences of this vulnerable group 
are often downplayed. Acts that would be considered as criminal when 

perpetrated by an adult against an adult are often dismissed as trivial when 

perpetrated by a juvenile against another juvenile. Historically, youth 
victimisation experiences have been excluded from national statistics. This 

panel illuminates victimization in a broad sense among children and young 
people in four different European settings: Estonia, Croatia, Portugal and 

Sweden. The work presented covers patterns of victimization, internet 

addiction and other deviant behaviors as well as experiences of societal aid in 
the form of shelter. 
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Chair: 

Monique Anderson, KU Leuven 

Participants: 

Childrenôs victimisation in Estonia Rein Murakas, University of 

Tartu, Estonia; Anna Markina, University of Tartu; Beata 

Zharkovski, University of Tartu, Estonia 

The presentation reports on the first results of the International Self-

Report Delinquency Study (ISRD4) conducted in Estonia in the 

Spring of 2023. The study examines the prevalence of various types 
of adolescent victimisation, including crime, cyberbullying, hate 

crime, and parental violence. A sample of about 6,000 adolescents 

aged 15-18 completed a self-administered questionnaire in their 
schools. The findings revealed that a significant proportion of 

adolescents reported being victimised in the past year, with theft 

being the most prevalent form of victimisation. The presentation 
examines the differences in victimisation by socio-demographic 

characteristics, such as gender, age, migration status, religion, and 

SES. 

Internet addiction- could we be in danger? ZRINKA PUHARIC, 

University of Applied Sciences Bjelovar 

From the number of the world's population (7.9 billion), the number 

of Internet users by 2022 is about 5.3 billion. The prevalence of the 
Internet in Croatia (3,85 million inhabitants) reached 3,787,838 

users. The paper examines the internet addiction of 588 high school 

students, danger of intennet addiction and correlation with other 
addictive behaviour. The first part of the standardized survey 

(K.S.Young) presents the sociodemographic data and the second 

part contains the addiction scale. The results of the study show that 
mild addiction is shown by 354(60.8%) respondents, moderate by 

59(10.1%), and severe by 6(1%) respondents. The results on the 

mild addiction scale show statistically significantly influenced by 
the type of school (gymnasium vs. technical school), increased 

frequency of alcohol consumption and active involvement in free 

activities outside of school. The results of the scale of the medium 
level of addiction with regard to the observed variables do not show 

a statistically significant influence on the result. The results of the 

scale of severe level of addiction show a statistically significant 
influence on the result with regard to the type of school (technical 

vs. gymnasium) and the place of residence (village). Logistic 
regression showed that respondents who are addicted to the Internet 

have a 0.655 higher probability of alcohol consumption. Internet in 

our lives is inevitable and has numerous positive impacts, but also 
can bring negative consequences (abuse, identity theft, hate speech, 

sexual exploitation of minors, etc). Victims may have long-term 

consequences such as depression, isolation, blackmail or theft of 
personal data. In order to protect young people, multisectoral 

cooperation in education and prevention should act together. 

Interparental violence and development of deviant behaviors in a 

sample of Portuguese adolescents: what relationship? In°s 

Carvalho Relva, University of Tr§s-os-Montes and Alto Douro, 

Vila Real, Portugal; Research Center in Sports Sciences, 

Health Sciences and Human Development (CIDESD), Vila 

Real, Portugal;   Centre for Research and Intervention in 

Education, University of Porto, Porto; Ana Isabel Sani, 

University Fernando Pessoa; Margarida Sim»es, University of 

Tr§s-os-Montes & Alto Douro, Vila Real, Portugal;  Centre for 

Research & Intervention in Education (CIIE), University of 

Porto, Porto, Portugal; Ana Paula Monteiro, University of 

Tr§s-os-Montes & Alto Douro, Vila Real, Portugal;  Centre for 

Research & Intervention in Education (CIIE), University of 

Porto, Porto, Portugal; Ana Teixeira, University of Tr§s-os-

Montes and Alto Douro, Vila Real, Portugal 

Juvenile delinquency is one of the main problems of adolescents. 
The objective of the present investigation was to verify the 

relationship between deviant behaviors, measured by the Antisocial 

Conduct Questionnaire (CCA) and the experience of interparental 

violence assessed through the Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS). The 
sample consisted of 671 adolescents (ages between 12 and 20 years 

old) from the northern region of Portugal. The results indicated that 

females have experienced a higher emotional violence, perpetrated 
by both father and mother, when compared to males. Regarding the 

relationship between the emotional and physical violence 

perpetrated by the parents and the different types of deviant 
behaviors analyzed, the dimensions are positively associated. It was 

also found that the perpetration of the emotional and physical 

violence of the mother and the physical violence of the father 
during a conflict predicts positively the involvement in deviant 

behaviors such as: vandalism, aggression, drug consumption and 

conduct against the norms. These results open new paths to explore 
in future work in the area, providing elements of comprehensive 

approximation of the impact of interparental violence on the 

involvement of deviant behaviors in adolescents. This work was 
funded by National Funds by FCT - Funda­«o para a Ci°ncia e 

Tecnologia under the following project UIDB04045/2020. This 

work is funded by national funds through FCT ï Funda­«o para a 
Ci°ncia e a Tecnologia, I.P., under the Scientific Employment 

Stimulus - Institutional Call ï CEECINST/00127/2018 

Childrenôs narratives on life at a domestic violence shelter Linda 

Arnell, Department of Social Work, Ume¬ University, Ume¬, 

Sweden;  School of Behavioural, Social and Legal Sciences, 

¥rebro University, ¥rebro, Sweden; ¡sa Kªllstrºm, ¥rebro 

University 

Many women seeking protection from domestic violence at shelters 

bring their children there. In Sweden, around 6,200 children who 
are exposed to violence within the family live in domestic violence 

shelter (DVS) each year. The average length of stay is two months. 

Despite the large number of children staying in shelters in Sweden, 
there is a lack of research on childrenôs experiences of life at a 

DVS. Internationally too, researchers highlight the need for more 

research on shelters, especially with a focus on the children. 
Against this background, this study aims to analyze childrenôs 

narratives about what staying at a domestic violence shelter means 

for them. Data consists of interviews with six children aged 7-15 
years from the project ñArticle 19: What sheltered housing means 

for abused children.ò Preliminary findings illuminating benefits and 
costs related to the childrenôs lives within the shelter and outside it 

will be presented. Based on these findings, we will discuss the life 

situation for children at a domestic violence, including aspects such 
as social relations, well-being and the experiences of being harmed 

by adults who you are supposed to be able to trust. 

Impact of covid-19 pandemic on refuges for women and children 

victims of domestic violence Ana Isabel Sani, University 

Fernando Pessoa; Tainah Lucena, University Fernando 

Pessoa (UTAD), Porto, Portugal; Laura M. Nunes, 

Universidade Fernando Pessoa; In°s Carvalho Relva, 

University of Tr§s-os-Montes and Alto Douro, Vila Real, 

Portugal; Research Center in Sports Sciences, Health Sciences 

and Human Development (CIDESD), Vila Real, Portugal;   

Centre for Research and Intervention in Education, University 

of Porto, Porto 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, restrictive measures were 

implemented to control the spread of the virus, including within 

refuges for victims of domestic violence. This study aimed to 
review the functioning of refuges that welcomed children during the 

pandemic. A systematic review was conducted on four databases 

resulting in five articles for review. Evidence showed negative 
impacts of pandemic measures on support and protection services 

for victims of domestic violence, particularly children's needs. The 

study highlights the fragility of the system in facing the COVID-19 
pandemic scenario and the need for urgent evaluation of the 

consequences of the COVID-19 confinement measures in refuges. 

This will enable the development of responses that serve the best 
interests of the victims that refuges support. 
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089.  Victimology Issues in Domestic Violence: Understanding the 

Impact and Addressing the Challenges 

Topic 4: Victimology/Consequences of Victimization 

Paper Session 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 7 

Chair: 

Laura Arantegui Arr¨ez, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Participants: 

Coerced Debt in the Context of Domestic Abuse: A UK Case 

Study Clare Wiper, Northumbria University 

Recent studies have demonstrated that diverse forms of economic 
abuse occur within intimate relationships, with serious 

consequences for womenôs safety and economic security. Often 

overlooked, however, is the role that debt plays as a means of 

exercising coercive control. Drawing on data gathered from 78 

interviews with women victim-survivors of domestic abuse and 

relevant stakeholders, this presentation demonstrates how abusive 
male partners build debt coercively in their victimôs names in order 

to damage their credit records, deplete their savings, and 

compromise their ability to access jobs, services, housing and 
safety. This form of economic abuse ï commonly referred to as 

coerced debt ï heightens womenôs exposure to prolonged and 

escalating violence, yet there are few financial or legal remedies for 
coerced debt in the UK, and a widespread lack of understanding of 

this abuse among academics, policymakers and key stakeholders, 

including the police. To complicate matters, coerced debt does not 
require physical proximity and can continue, escalate and even 

begin post-separation; an issue that demands full attention as of 

April 2023, when the controlling and coercive behaviour offence in 
England and Wales was extended to cover post-separation abuse. 

Overall, this presentation will draw attention to the urgent need for 

new and improved understandings of, and responses to, coerced 
debt in the UK and beyond. 

Women's fear and intimate partner violence: impacts of 

victimisation Camila Iglesias, Interdisciplinary Research 

Centre on Crime Justice and Security (CJS) - Faculty of Law 

of the University of Porto; Pedro Sousa, Interdisciplinary 

Research Centre on Crime Justice and Security (CJS); School 

of Criminology, Faculty of Law, University of Porto; Carla 

Sofia Cardoso, Interdisciplinary Research Centre on Crime 

Justice and Security (CJS) - School of Criminology, Faculty of 

Law of the University of Porto 

Past research indicates that women consistently report higher levels 

of fear of crime, and very little attention has been paid to the study 

of womenôs insecurity due to experienced intimate partner violence 
(IPV). This way, previous studies suggest that researchers should 

consider the extent of victimisation that women are consistently 
exposed to, both in public and private spaces, to understand 

women's fear better. This research will examine the way in which 

fear of crime and previous IPV victimisation may impact women in 
Portugal and Brazil. A mixed-method approach combining semi-

structured interviews and an online survey will be used to assess 

this phenomenon's complexity. This presentation will focus on the 
preliminary results from the qualitative part of the research. To this 

end, data gathered from 21 semi-structured interviews were 

analysed, and results will be presented highlighting the role of fear 
and IPV on women's everyday life and the main consequences on 

their routine, health, and insecurity - namely when it comes to their 

autonomy and everyday-life tasks. Also, the effects of available 
support and social network will be explored, as well as the key 

aspect related to the role of children on women's decisions on 

breaking the cycle of violence. 

Victimisation stories: Children and mothers of the Casa de 

Maternitat (Barcelona) (1960-1970) Laura Arantegui Arr¨ez, 

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

My presentation poses an updated view about the victimisation 
suffered by single mothers and their children at the Casa de 

Maternitat i Exposits de Barcelona ("la Maternitat"). After the 

statistical data have been compiled (manual records of 5,600 
children residing in the institution and their mothers), 20 interviews 

have been conducted with men and women who lived or worked in 

the Maternitat within the studied period. Some of the former 
children had been adopted, some had not; theirs are mainly stories 

of suffering, and one of the objectives of the interviews was to let 

them freely express what they considered a proper reparation would 
be. After a in-depth analysis of the victimsô responses, my 

presentation will focus on three main points emerging from the 

victimsô speech: the specific victimisation that took place in the 
Maternitat and why we can call it institutional victimisation, how 

the victims have been affected and what kind of reparation do they 

ask for. It is a very sensitive issue, as the institution depended on 
the Barcelona Provincial Council, which brings an added difficulty 

to the healing process. 

Examining the role of childhood experiences of domestic violence 

in suicidal behaviours among young people in an Australian 

jurisdiction Dominique de Andrade, Griffith University; Peter 

Miller, Deakin University; Silke Meyer, Griffith University; 

Ashlee Curtis, Deakin University 

Suicide is the leading cause of death among young people in 

Australia. The role of childhood experiences of domestic violence 
as a risk factor in engaging in suicidal behaviour is poorly 

understood. This study aimed to investigate this relationship using 

multi-system data linkage on more than 135,000 young people in 
Victoria, Australia. The cohort includes all young people enrolled 

in year 9 schooling across the state in 2011 and 2012. Routinely 

collected administrative data from ten justice, mortality, welfare, 
education and health agencies were linked across the lifetime until 

November 2020. A measure of domestic violence exposure was 

developed utilising child protection and police data. An outcome 
measure of suicidal behaviour was developed using mental health, 

emergency department, ambulance, hospital, death and suicide 

registry data. Survival analysis was conducted to examine the 
relationship between exposure to domestic violence and suicidal 

behaviour, while controlling for a range of static and dynamic risk 
and protective factors. Patterns and timing of service contact and 

suicidal behaviour were also investigated. Findings highlight the 

complex needs of at-risk young people and critical periods in the 
life course for intervention. Findings further raise direct 

implications for policy and practice, informing service delivery and 

resource allocation in health and welfare sectors. 

090.  Three Pioneering Approaches to Custody and Criminal 

Justice for Women and Children 

Topic 5: Social Control and Criminal Justice/Imprisonment, Prisons, 

Prison Life and Effects of Imprisonment 

Pre-arranged Panel 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Affari: Floor third floor - Affari 8 

This panel will examine three new initiatives in the UK and Ireland which 

aim to break the mould of imprisonment for women and children. The three 

establishments are all focused on hope and healing, with an emphasis on 
rehabilitative design, domestic (rather than institutional) aesthetics and 

creating trauma-informed environments that help their residents to make 

sense of their lives and feel invested in their futures. 

Chair: 

Yvonne Jewkes, University of Bath 

Participants: 

Designing Hope and Humanity into Limerick Women's Prison 

Yvonne Jewkes, University of Bath 

Yvonne Jewkes will discuss the role she played in the design of the 

new Limerick womenôs prison, which opens in the Summer of 

2023. Replacing the oldest working prison in Europe, the new 50-
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bed facility was originally going to be 'highly prescriptive, 
innovative to a slight degree and driven by engineering and security 

considerations'. Yvonne persuaded the Irish Prison Service to hold a 

design competition with no template to work to. The architects had 
free reign to come up with whatever they wanted. She made several 

presentations to them, drawing on the findings of more than a 

decadeôs research of prison design, and urged the architects to 
imagine that a relative of theirs was going to be imprisoned in the 

facility they were designing. Would they be confident, she asked, 

that their mother, sister, or daughter would not only be safe and 
treated decently in their prison, but could thrive and flourish? It was 

a question they had never thought to ask themselves. Yvonne will 

tell the story of the design of Limerick, how her research underpins 
the ethos behind it, and what the finished prison looks like. 

Revolutionising Youth Custody: An Introduction to Oasis Restore 

Secure School Celia Sadie, Director of Psychology, Oasis 

Restore Secure School 

This paper will describe the development of the UKôs first secure 
school. Oasis Restore is the flagship of a long-awaited UK 

government policy, intended to revolutionise youth custody. Due to 

open in February 2024, it is a new legal entity, run by Oasis, a 
charity, and subject to school and childrenôs home regulations and 

inspections rather than those of a prison. It will serve up to 49 

children, aged between 12 and 18, living in small family-style flats 
on a campus set around a village green, with educational, 

therapeutic, sporting and arts spaces available to them. The design 

of the system and the environment has been shaped by teachers, 
psychologists, young people with experience of custody and other 

experts in the field of trauma-informed design. Consciously 

reconceptualising young offenders as children, the school draws on 
therapeutic community practice to foster their relational abilities, 

their capacity to discover and learn, and their experience and 

participation in a caring community. A key part of the model is the 

design of a system that offers staff emotional containment, learning, 

and opportunities to transform their experiences of the work into 

information that guides therapeutic practice. Celia Sadie, Director 
of Care and Wellbeing at Oasis Restore, will talk about the design 

of the school, its ethos and therapeutic framework, and the 

opportunities and complexities afforded by the project. 

Hope Street: An Alternative Vision for Criminal Justice for 

Women Donna Arrondelle, University of Southampton 

Donna Arrondelle will introduce Hope Street, a newly opened 

facility in Southampton, UK. Envisioned as a pioneering, purpose-
built residential community across Hampshire, the facility offers an 

alternative to prison sentencing for magistrates in the region and 

safe accommodation for women on conditional release. Designed 
and funded by the charity One Small Thing, Hope Street is 

distinctly alternative in a myriad of ways, perhaps the most striking 

being that women and their children are not separated due to 
sentencing but allowed to live together at Hope Street. Women and 

their children are provided with a trauma-informed, gender-

responsive residential environment and offered tailored support 
with access to a range of specialist services, all with the aim of 

creating a blueprint for change by producing better outcomes for 

women and children. As part of the independent evaluation team, 
Donna will reflect on the first few months of this progressive 

intervention, considering how the philosophy of Hope Street is 

translating into practice and offer some initial thoughts on the 
multi-methods evaluation work being conducted. 

Dirty Work? The Moral Ambiguities of Designing óBeautifulô 

Prisons Yvonne Jewkes, University of Bath 

In the final paper, Yvonne Jewkes will reflect on the three new 
facilities and will explore the ethical dilemmas and moral 

ambiguities inherent in designing óbeautifulô prisons. Employing 
the term ódirty workô, first coined by sociologist Everett Hughes in 

1962, to describe the undesirable jobs that most people would not 

wish to do ï she notes that architecture would usually be regarded 
as a clean profession, and that even the design of prisons wouldnôt 

routinely be described as dirty work. But is there such a thing as a 
ócleanô prison, morally speaking? Is designing any kind of prison 

ethically justifiable, or are all architects of incarceration dirty 

workers who simply perpetuate an inherently damaging system, a 
moral blight on society, even if the buildings contain Scandi-style 

furnishings and are surrounded by pleasant landscaping? And 

where do we draw the line between trying to improve the lives of 
societyôs most marginalised and damaged people, and simply 

perpetuating the institution of the prison but with softer edges? 

091.  Challenges of academic criminological training in comparative 

perspective 

Topic 8: Methodologies in Criminology/Advances in Teaching 

Methods 

Roundtable 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 10 

The Spanish network of young criminology researchers (Red Espa¶ola de 

J·venes Investigadores en Criminolog²a, REJIC according to the Spanish 

acronym) was created to stimulate collaboration between young researchers in 
Criminology, and also to contribute to the development of criminology as a 

scientific discipline, promoting high-quality research and the use of updated 

and rigorous methodologies. In this roundtable, our aim is to discuss current 
challenges in criminology and how young researchers can take part in dealing 

with them. We have identified four major challenges: (1) artificial intelligence 

(AI) applied in the justice system and its ethical issues. While new digital 
tools may be useful, they are susceptible to strongly biased outcomes and we 

need to guarantee that professionals will be able to make informed use of 

such tools - which is linked to the next challenge; (2) curriculum adjustment 
to new technologies such as risk assessment tools, geographic information 

systems and cybercrime models. Additionally, the use of IA is also changing 

educational evaluation processes, and courses should adapt to that to be able 
to properly assess students; (3) the lack of empirical research that is related to 

academic training and quantitative methodologies, mixed methods research, 

and data analysis, among other difficulties, e.g., obtaining representative 
samples. Finally, (4) the need to increase awareness of new criminological 

theories among young researchers, such as Spanish criminological ultra-

realism. Implications and possibilities of each topic will be discussed taking 
also into account measures taken/applied in other countries to address the 

above-mentioned obstacles. We welcome colleagues that want to share 

experiences or thoughts about the presented challenges. 

Chair: 

Rafaelle CS Costa, University of Sao Paulo 

Discussants: 

Bertha Prado Manrique, Universidad de M§laga 

Raquel Bot²a L·pez, Miguel Hern§ndez University 

Isabel Garc²a, University of Salamanca 

Rocio Mart²nez Almanza, Phd Student UMH, Researcher 

CRĉMINA Centre 

Sandra P®rez, Universidad Miguel Hernandez - Cr²mina 

092.  Justice under scrutinity. Citizensô expectations and 

experiences (C.Vigour, B.Cappellina, L.Dumoulin, V.Gautron, 

La justice en examen, Paris, Puf, 2022) 

Topic 6: Perceptions of Crime and Justice/Attitudes about 

Punishment and Criminal Justice System 

Author meets critics 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor second floor - Congressi 11 

This book examines how citizens perceive the police, the judicial system and 
policies in France, and how their representations and experiences fuel or 

undermine the confidence they have in justice, and affect the authority and 

legitimacy of the judicial institution. According to citizens, law and justice 
contribute to the building of society, by defining common references and a 

framework for living together. Their role is perceived as social more than 

political. Citizens express very idealized expectations regarding the judicial 
system. Citizens put forward three main criticisms. The first concerns the 

bureaucratic organisation and functioning of the justice system, both in terms 
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of delays and regarding the risk of standardisation, or dehumanisation, of 
judicial treatment. Second, the criteria that citizens use to assess the work of 

the police, magistrates and lawyers differ in part from those of professionals. 

Third, a social and political criticism refers to justice as an instrument of 
domination. A strong tension is expressed between what justice should be in a 

democratic society (a law that is accessible and equal for all) and what 

citizens perceive it to be: a place where socio-economic, gender and race 
inequalities are reproduced or even amplified. With regard to criminal justice, 

beyond the general discourse on the lack of severity, citizens expect sentences 

with an educational dimension, which allow the perpetrator to become aware 
of the meaning of the law and the seriousness of the facts. Going into the 

making of judgements reveals that the respondents are less punitive when 

faced with concrete cases. The book give insight about what is a ñjustò 
sentence according to citizens. 

Critics: 

Adam Crawford, University of York 

Jacqueline E Ross, University of Illinois College of Law 

Vincenzo Scalia, Universita' di Firenze 

Book Author: 

C®cile Vigour, CNRS (French National Center for Scientific 

research) - Sciences Po Bordeaux (France) 

093.  WCCJ Panel 6 ï Rape, Credibility and Consent 

Topic 1: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Behavior/Feminist 

Criminology 

Paper Session 

9:30 to 10:45 am 

Palazzo Congressi: Floor ground floor - Congressi 2 

Chair: 

Ranya Raminder Kaurr, OP Jindal Global University 

Participants: 

"He thinks, She thinks" of sexual Consent: Second and Third 

order fish shaped gender bias Sharon Gilat Yihyie, Western 

Galilee College, Department of Criminology; Yosef Zohar, 

Western Galilee College, Department of Criminology 

The current study addressed men's and women's perceptions of 

sexual consent. In particular, we explored second and third order 

gender biases. Second order gender bias reflects men and women's 
beliefs of sexual consent of the opposite sex. That is, what women 

think that men think and vice versa. Third order gender bias reflect 

the gaps between men and women's beliefs of sexual consent of the 
opposite sex and the actual beliefs. That is, the gap between what 

women think that men think that women really think, and vice 

versa. 248 Criminology students (74 men, 274 women) where 
presented with a scenario, that the sexual consent of the people 

involved in, was ambiguous, and were asked 3 short questions 

regarding the scenario. The graphic frame of the results created a 
"fish" shaped gender bias. The results show an allegedly reverse 

effect regarding the perceptions of men and women of sexual 
consent in comparison to their inner group (the perceived sexual 

consent in the scenario of men was lower than women's), a first 

order bias. A second order gender bias was also received. Men 
thought that women are more rigorous than they reported and vice 

versa.  In addition, we found a third order bias showing that men 

understand they are perceived as less rigorous than women, but not 
to the full extent of it, and vice versa. It seems that men's and 

women's declarations of their sexual consent reflect an effect of 

social desirability, that is expected of them and not what they really 
believe in, whereas the third order bias may reflect their true 

beliefs, or according to Charles Cooley's "looking-glass self" 

theory, "A man is not what he thinks he is, he is also not what 
others think he is. A man is what he thinks others think he is". 

Is it rape or state arbitrary denial of sexual autonomy? Monika S. 

Pğatek, Law Faculty, Warsaw University 

Do people with diagnosed mental disabilities have the right to 
romantic feelings including sexual relations? What is the 

criminological and gender nature of the crime described in the 

Polish Criminal Code as exploitation of helplessness and handicap. 
Is sexual relationship with a person with Down syndrome always a 

crime? Can the CC arbitrarily deprive people of the right to engage 

in sexual relations simply because they have a diagnosis of lack of 
full mental capacity? Under the pretense of protection, can people 

be discriminated against because of their medical condition, while 

ignoring that rape can also occur when it is not accompanied by 
violence, deception, or criminal threats. This issue, from a 

criminological and gender perspective, will be discussed based on 

both the content of criminal laws and the Istanbul Convention of 
2011 and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

of 2006. It addresses the issue of sexual autonomy, the limits of the 

crime of rape and the often-overlooked limit of restrictions dictated 
by the pretext of necessary protection. The Polish legislator 

persistently refuses to amend the Criminal Code regarding the 

definition of the crime of rape. In Poland rape is only recognized 
when accompanied by violence, criminal threat, or deception. 

Istanbul Convention requires to recognize that rape occurs when a 

sexual relationship occurs without the consent of all parties 
involved. As a result, the Polish legislator fails to properly 

recognize as the rape the exploitation of helplessness and 

impairment, abuse of dependency and intercourse with a child 
under 15 years of age. Sex under condition of helplessness, abuse 

dependency and sex with a child below 15 constitute the rape, 

although it is not name as such in Polish law. Yet people with 
intellectual impairments cannot be treated ex definition as unable to 

engage in romantic/sexual relations 

Media's Portrayal Of Women: Examining The Representation Of 

False Rape Cases And Rape Culture In Bollywood Films And 

Indian News Media Ranya Raminder Kaurr, OP Jindal Global 

University 

Since the pandemic, media influence on the populace has increased 
significantly. Where there has been an increase in films that raise 

awareness of rape, there has also been a notable increase in the 

portrayal of women who falsely accuse men of rape and represent 
the rape culture, which has evolved over time but still casts doubt 

on a woman's character in one way or another. This paper 

investigates the portrayal of women in media, particularly in the 
context of rape culture and false rape cases in the last five years. 

Through a thematic analysis of more than 20 Bollywood films and 

50 news articles from mainstream print media, this study reveals a 
significant increase in the representation of women who file false 

cases of rape, as well as the vilification of these women for the 

crime. Despite efforts made by numerous films to promote empathy 
and raise awareness, problematic representation of rape culture and 

questioning the character of the female remains a major problem. 

The study highlights the difference in language usage, attitudes, and 
other recognizable disparities in the media's portrayal of women, 

which not only provides insight but also establishes a foundation 

for recognizing and dismantling this inaccurate and persuasive 

narrative while raising the issue of objectivity. This paper 

contributes to the ongoing discourse on the role of media in shaping 
public opinion and the need for responsible representation of 

women in media. Keywords: False rape cases, rape culture, media 

representation, thematic analysis 

Rape, victim credibility and digital communications evidence 

Michele Jane Burman, University of Glasgow; Oona Brooks-

Hay, University of Glasgow /SCCJR; Yassin Brunger, Queens 

University Belfast; Olivia Smith, University of Loughborough 

Within the criminal justice system, there is an increasing use of 
digital evidence in the form of communication technologies (e.g. 

social media posts, multi-media messaging, photographs, mobile 

call logs) and as digitised versions of third-party records (e.g. 
Social Services files, medical records). Such evidence has potential 

to identify and corroborate elements of prosecution and defence 

cases, and can be useful in evaluating witness credibility. It is 

increasingly important in investigation and prosecution processes, 

but there are significant challenges regarding the collection, 
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relevance, and disclosure of such material; including concerns that 
ódigging for digital dirtô (Browning 2011:467) is altering the legal 

landscape in problematic ways. Nowhere is this more hotly debated 

than in rape and sexual offence cases. Concerns arising from the 
accessing and collating of digital communications evidence, and 

determining its relevance, admissibility and probative value have 

intensified questions of how to simultaneously ensure defendantsô 
rights to a fair trial and victim-survivorsô rights to privacy and 

protection from humiliating and degrading treatment. Drawing on a 

study of the use of digital evidence in applications made to the 
Criminal Case Review Commission in England and Wales, which 

investigates cases where people believe they have been wrongly 

convicted or wrongly sentenced, this paper adopts a critical feminist 
lens to highlight the pivotal role that victim credibility retains, both 

within and beyond the investigation and criminal trial. Credibility is 

a core concept and a critical evidential issue in investigations and 
adjudications; the opportunity to interrogate communication 

devices has led to a starker focus on the credibility of victim-

survivors in sexual offence cases.  We highlight the ways that 
credibility, refracted through digital evidence, is conceptualised and 

operationalised into ófactô which is then used to construct victim-

survivors as either convincing/unconvincing, 
believable/unbelievable,  trustworthy /untrustworthy, 

reliable/unreliable, during the investigation, through the trial, the 

appeal process, and beyond. 

Truth Effect Meets Anti-Rape Attitudes: Repetition Leads to 

Increased Endorsement of Facts and Prosocial Beliefs about 

Rape Evelyn Schapansky, Ghent University; Arne Roets, 

Department of Developmental, Personality & Social 

Psychology, Ghent University, Belgium; Christophe 

Vandeviver, Ghent University 

The repetition-based truth effect is a well-documented 
psychological effect referring to the robust observation that 

repeated statements are more likely to be believed than new ones. 

The effect can for instance, provide an explanation for why fake 
news is so persistent, and conspiracy theories are hard to debunk. In 

the context of sexual violence, rape myths are often challenged in a 

myth-versus-fact manner. However, the repetition-based truth 
effects implies that the repetition of the myth can result in such 

myths actually being more easily believed and remembered. We 

propose the same mechanism can be used to instill and boost anti-
rape attitudes. For this research, we developed a new measure of 

anti-rape attitudes based on 'myth debunking' material, expert 

feedback, and three online validation studies. The resulting 19 items 
were used as stimulus material in experimental studies to test the 

repetition-based truth effect with statements condemning non-

consensual sex and providing truthful information about rape and 
its victims and perpetrators. A significant difference was found in 

that respondents reported higher agreement with the items of the 

scale that they had seen previously than with those that they had 

read for the first time. This is the first study to find the truth effect 

applied to attitudes towards sexual violence, and its potential to 

change these attitudes. Implications for further research and 
possible prevention approaches are discussed. 
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The Role of Japanese Media Coverage of Celebrities Who Use 

Illicit Drugs Midori Yoshida, Chuo University Graduate 

School of Law  

Celebrities who have self-used illicit drugs are reported by their real 

names from the time of their arrest, as "criminals" who are subject 

to audience condemnation in Japan. There are no legal restrictions 
on the news media, some private organizations have made claims 

that media reporting of celebrities drug use tends to be extensive 

and sensationalized. Crime news in Japan declines as the criminal 
justice process progresses, and after the trial, the reintegration stage 

is rarely reported.Nevertheless, in recent years, news media have 

begun to report on people who have self-used illicit drugs in the 
recovery phase, as "drug addicts" who are in treatment and 

recovering from drug addiction. Previous studies have pointed out 

that reporting with a real name has the role of labeling a person as a 
"criminal," thereby blocking the reintegration into the 

community.Thus, what role does the media coverage of the 

reintegration stage play? This research focuses on 
"methamphetamine" , the most frequently arrested illicit drug in 

Japan, and analyzes newspaper articles of seven celebrities who 
self-used methamphetamine and reported by their real names, 

focusing on how the story unfolds from the time of arrest to the 

stage of reintegration, and how the labels are changed.Although the 
analyzed newspaper articles were limited in terms of duration and 

type, the process of shifting the labeling of the reported persons and 

their reintegration into the community could be confirmed. 
Coverage of these celebrities can also shape the audience's view of 

crime and image of the "act" of self-use of illicit drugs and the 

"person" who used them.  In this presentation, the results of the 
analysis of media coverage of celebrities methamphetamine use 

will be presented, and discuss what the media can do to facilitate 

the reintegration of people who self-use illicit drugs into the 
community. 

ñThese cops canôt stop timeò: Daily media, social media 

consumers, and gang violence in Finland Sofia Blanco 

Sequeiros, University of Helsinki; Erica ¡berg, University of 

Turku 

In 2020, the Finnish daily media started writing about a new 

phenomenon in its capital city: street gangs. The gangs consisted 

mainly of young adults, often described as immigrants or the 
children of immigrants. They were violent and dealt with drugs and 

illegal arms in the shared language of ñgangsta rapò. We analyse 

public discussion on Finnish street gangs between 2020-2023. We 
interpret the discussion from two theoretical perspectives: 

securitization and marketization. We claim that the Finnish street 
gang phenomenon can be characterised in terms of both because of 

its mediated nature. News reports and columns in the daily media 

heavily influence public perception of the street gangs as credible 
and active threats to society. At the same time, content on social 

media created by the gang members and their followers is heavily 

consumed and replicated, also by children and young adults who do 
not belong to the gangs. As the street gangs began to be perceived 

as credible and active threats to society, their market value rose, 

both on social and traditional media. We propose that the impulse 
to consider street gangs as credible societal threats is in part 

influenced by the self-representation of the gangs, whose members 

often belong to visible ethnic minorities and who use cultural 
symbols, trends, tools and signifiers in their self-expression that are 

foreign to Finnish media and law enforcement. At the same time, 

the securitization of the gangs by societal institutions signals 
preventative measures and government officialsô high incentives to 

discourage any further development of the gang phenomenon. Our 

research material consists of gang-related research in sociology and 
criminology, news reports and articles, content on social media 

platforms, and publicly available court proceedings. To conclude, 

we reflect on future developments of both the Finnish street gangs 
and public discussion concerned with them. 

The Shamima Begum case: a media analysis on the representation 

of women committing acts of terror in the ongoing public 




