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Abstract: 

Although femicide, the gender-related killing of females, is a phenomenon which cross-cuts 

societes and national borders, in European countries such as Germany, the news coverage of 

such cases differs according to whether victim and/or perpetrator are ascribed to belong to the 

'majority society' or to 'migrant', in particular Muslim-marked, communities. This thesis aims 

to contribute to the discussion on femicide in connection with cultural racism by conducting a 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to examine the representation of two recent femicide cases 

in four German newspapers. The analysis revealed that the case associated with the 'German 

majority society' is represented as a “femicide” and explained with regard to patriarchal 

society structures. The case associated with the Muslim-marked minority is represented as an 

“honour killing” and explained by the perpetrators‘ 'lack of integration' and their adherence to 

values which are labeled as misogynist and archaic.  

Key Words: Cultural Racism – Muslim Migrants – Femicide – Honour Killing – German 

Majority Society 
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1. Introduction   

 

In May 2020, 40-year-old Dorota L. was murdered by her estranged husband in her new home 

in Potsdam, where she had been living with her children since the separation. The then 64-

year-old Wolfgang L. injured his victim with a knife and then proceeded to drown her in a 

garden pond, in front of their son and other witnesses who attempted to save her without 

avail. The news coverage on this case included mainly local media, which labeled the crime a 

'femicide' (Fabian 2021), as well as a 'tragedy' (Holm 2021). In July 2021, 34-year-old 

Maryam H. was murdered by her two brothers Mahdi and Yousuf H., 22 and 25-years old, 

who had supposedly felt offended in their “sense of honour” by their sister’s lifestyle (DW 

2021). Following this murder, the brothers were suspected to having transported their sister’s 

body in a suitcase on a train from Berlin to Bavaria, where they buried her in close proximity 

to Yousuf H.‘s home. This case received broad nationwide news coverage, was quickly 

labelled a so-called 'honour killing' (FaZ 2021; Tagesspiegel 2021a) and sparked a political 

debate on allegedly failed integration (DW 2021; Tagesspiegel 2021b; Focus 2021), as well as 

on the usage of the terms 'honour killing' and 'femicide' (Tagesschau 2021).  

The juxtaposition of these two cases of femicide demonstrates that similar crimes – women 

being murdered by men presumably on the basis of feelings of entitlement and personal 

offence – tend to be represented very differently in German news media. Femicide, “the 

killing of women and girls because of their gender” (Laurent et al. 2013: 4), is a global 

phenomenon (Radford/Russell 1992; Grzyb/Naudi/Marcuello-Servós 2018). According to the 

UNODC, a total of 87.000 women were intentionally killed in 2017 − 50.000 of them by an 

intimate partner or a family member – and the global femicide rate is increasing (UNODC 

2019: 10). However, despite femicide being an issue which cross-cuts societies and national 

borders, in European countries such as Germany the social and political awareness of this 

phenomenon among the public has long been low (Wischnewski 2018: 130). 

Whereas femicide cases tend to be labelled 'family tragedies', 'relationship crime' or similar in 

German news media (ibid.), thus trivialised and not contextualised in their structural 

dimension, the representation is different when it comes to femicides in migrant, particularly 

Muslim-marked, communities. In these cases, news media label femicides 'honour killings', 

terming these crimes a 'cultural phenomenon' and thus a 'migrant problem' by pointing 
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towards an alleged “lack of integration” on the part of Muslim-marked people as an 

explanation for these killings (Korteweg 2017). This issue is highly relevant, as is 

demonstrated by the German news media themselves raising the question whether femicides 

are only covered in the news to convey racist ideas, in conjunction with the use of the term 

'honour killing' (Deutschlandfunk Kultur 2021a). This thesis is concerned with the question as 

to how far this charge is tenable – in other words, to what extent cultural racism against 

Muslim-marked people is prevalent in the representation of femicide cases in German news 

reports. 

 

2. Aim, Research Question and Delimitations  

 

This thesis aims at contributing to femicide research, as well as research on cultural racism, 

by analysing German news coverage concerned with two femicide cases for racialising 

representations. Based on a theoretical framework composed of the theorisation of femicide, 

Iman Attia’s theory of anti-Muslim racism and Stuart Hall’s contributions on racialised 

representations, this thesis applies the method of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) by 

Siegfried Jäger to answer the research question. CDA as a method is used to analyse 

controversial topics of societal relevance, such as those related to racism (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 

8), and to criticise how society and especially the media deal with these topics 

(Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 36). As Jäger’s approach was developed in the German context, as 

well as applied to it numerous times, it is particularly suited to answer this thesis‘ research 

question, which is as follows: 

How is the representation of femicides in German news reports racialising? 

The academic relevance of the topic is based, firstly, on the fact that femicide is a rather 

young and understudied field of research (Weil 2016a). Secondly, there are studies on 

femicide in the context of colonial domination and colonial continuities (Shalhoub-

Kervorkian 2002; ibid. 2003; Shalhoub-Kevorkian/Daher-Nashif 2013), as well as studies on 

how 'honour killings' are used by the media as a site for drawing boundaries between 

'(im)migrants' and the 'majority society' (Korteweg/Yurdakul 2009; Shier/Shor 2016). 

However, research which connects femicide to theories of racism, such as Attia’s theory of 
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anti-Muslim racism, is still pending. This perspective has the potential to give new insights 

into the qualities of news media discourse on femicide. Furthermore, this thesis project fills a 

research gap for the German context, as only the studies by Korteweg and Yurdakul deal with 

the general representation of 'honour killings' based on German news coverage (2009; 2010). 

Germany thus poses an interesting case study, as the reporting of the above mentioned 

political debate on the usage of the terms 'honour killing' and 'femicide' (Tagesschau 2021) 

indicates that changes in representing femicides in German news media are taking place.  

With regard to the delimitations of this thesis, it should be noted that the scope of this thesis 

project allows only for a small sample of femicide discourse in German news media to be 

analysed. The CDA is concerned with the representation of two femicide cases in four 

German newspapers, with the material comprising 76 online articles. Due to this limitation of 

selected material, no statements can be made about the quantitative interconnectedness of 

anti-Muslim discourses and femicide discourses. Rather, this thesis is concerned with the 

qualities of femicide discourse and the question of how the representation of Muslim-marked 

people within femicide discourse is racialising. Another delimitation concerns the scientific 

literature which this thesis is theoretically based on – since the literature consulted is limited 

to works which were published in English or German, this thesis is consequently limited to a 

'Western' perspective on the issue of femicide. 

On a reflective note, it should furthermore be noted that this thesis, as it addresses the topic of 

cultural racism and thus terminology related to the dichotomous construction of the 'Us' and 

the 'Other', constitutes the risk of reinforcing racism through reproduction (Broden 2015: 7), 

for instance by dealing with racial stereotypes. However, this is a paradox of racism research 

and racism-critical work, as the non-addressing of these constructed lines of differences 

would prevent their problematisation (ibid.). Thus I am of the opinion that cultural racism 

needs to thematised and researched in order to be able to disclose and criticise racist practices 

and discourses.  

In the following, firstly the previous research into femicide is reviewed (3). This literature 

review is divided into two subchapters, firstly mapping out the limited previous research into 

femicide in general (3.1), and secondly taking previous qualitative femicide research related 

to racialisation based on news coverage into focus (3.2). The subsequent chapter is dedictaed 

to the theoretical framework (4). Following the terminology (4.1), this chapter includes the 
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sections concerned with the definitions of femicide and 'honour killing', the outlining of the 

decolonial femicide approach (4.1), as well as with the conceptualisation of anti-Muslim 

racism and racialised, gendered representations of 'the Muslim' (4.2). This is followed by the 

method and methodology chapter (5), which contains philosophical assumptions and 

reflections on positionality (5.1), as well as the theoretical and methodical foundations of 

Jäger’s CDA-approach (5.2) and information on the case and materical selected for the 

analysis (5.3). The subsequent chapter is concerned with the analysis itself (6), presenting 

essential background on femicide in the German context (6.1), as well as general observations 

prior to the analysis (6.2) and the analyses of the two cases of Dorota L. (6.3) and Maryam H. 

(6.4). A summary and discussion of the findings (6.5) complements the analysis chapter. The 

thesis is then completed with a conclusion and suggestions for further research (7).   

 

3. Mapping the Research Field  

 

Coined by sociologist Diana Russell at the First International Tribunal on Crimes against 

Women in Brussels in 1976, the term femicide was later theorised by Russell and colleagues 

(Corradi et al. 2016: 976), inter alia in the first anthology on the subject titled The Politics of 

Woman Killing (Radford/Russell 1992). Although this anthology marked the beginning of the 

academic study of femicide, this research field continues to face a variety of challenges and 

remains rather limited with regard to studies based on news coverage, as will be elaborated on 

in the following. 

 

3.1 The Challenges of Researching Femicide  

 

Although the study of femicide appears to be on the rise (Weil 2017: 118), it remains an 

understudied subject (ibid. 2016a), which was and is researched − for the most part − by 

means of quantitative methodology (Weil/Kouta 2017: 7). Although there are a number of 

studies, such as comparative cross-national surveys (Stöckl/Devries/Rotstein 2013; Stamatel 

2014; Corradi/Stöckl 2014), the lack of official quantitative data on femicide continues to be 

an obstacle (Weil 2016a: 1131), as many countries – such as Germany − do not provide 
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official statistics on femicide but rather subsume femicides in homicide data (ibid.). This fact, 

due to which “[c]omparing femicide rates […] remains the ultimate challenge for femicide 

researchers” (ibid.: 1132), has been criticised by several femicide scholars (Marcuello-Servós 

et al. 2016: 967). To overcome this obstacle for quantitative femicide research, a number of 

organisations aim at collecting data on femicide in Europe (Weil 2016a: 1131), such as the 

European Observatory on Femicide (EOF), the Academic Council on the United Nations 

System (ACUNS) and the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE).  

In terms of qualitative research, femicide studies have recently taken a “leap forward” 

(Weil/Kouta 2017: 6) with the publication of two sociological special issues on the topic. The 

2016 Special Issue on Femicide of the journal Current Sociology (2016) as the first of its kind 

within the discipline of sociology (Marcuello-Servós et al. 2016: 968) and includes theoretical 

contributions, as well as case studies, such as femicide in the Italian context (Bandelli/Porcelli 

2016). The 2017 special issue on the topic published by the Qualitative Sociology Review 

titled Researching Femicide from a Qualitative Perspective includes, inter alia, qualitative 

studies on femicide in specific countries (Freysteinsdóttir 2017; Boira et al. 2017; Kapardis et 

al. 2017). Both special issues comprise articles in which the potential but also the challenges 

of qualitative research into femicide are outlined (Weil 2016a; ibid. 2017; Weil/Kouta 2017). 

The central strength of approaching femicide qualitatively is the fact that it “can produce 

greater in-depth understanding of the phenomenon” (Weil 2017: 124). However, since 

conducting interviews in this research context faces the key obstacle that “dead people cannot 

be interviewed or observed” (ibid. 2016a: 1130), researchers often resort to interviewing 

victims of failed femicide attempts (McFarlane et al. 1999; Nicolaidis et al. 2003; Weil 

2016b), femicide victims‘ relatives and friends (McNamara 2008; Sheehan et al. 2015: 269), 

activists campaigning against femicide (García-Del Moral 2016) or even perpetrators (Adams 

2009; Mathews et al. 2011).  

Interview-based research however is challenging due to ethical liabilities (Weil 2017: 120), as 

“[e]ven good interviewers may be ill-equipped with the knowledge of how to handle 

situations in which the interviewees may cry, shout, or express deep emotions” (ibid.: 121). 

For this reason, some researchers turn to the analysis of documents as a basis for their studies 

on femicide (ibid.: 119), such as medical or court documents, as well as newspaper (Weil 

2017: 119) and other media reports (ibid. 2016a: 1131). With regard to the method and 
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material chosen for this thesis project, the following section reviews previous studies on 

femicide in connection with racialisation based on news reports. 

 

3.2 Qualitative Research into Femicide and 'Honour Killing' based on News Reports  

 

Rather than focusing on the motives of perpetrators, the circumstances under which femicides 

occur or their impact on victims‘ relatives and friends, femicide research based on news 

coverage aims at giving insight into the representation of femicide in the media and thus into 

the public perception of the phenomenon (ibid.). The amount of this kind of femicide research 

has been increasing in recent years, with studies tending to focus on how femicides are 

discussed in national media in various countries (Richards et al. 2014; Bandelli/Porcelli 2016; 

Freysteinsdóttir 2017; Spies 2020; Beck/Mohamed 2021; Montiel Valle/Martin 2021). With 

regard to the question of racialisation, the following studies can be considered to be the most 

relevant which focus on so-called 'honour killings', which are of particular interest in the 

context of this thesis and its research question. 

In her 2007 study, Reimers analyses media representations of the 2002 'honour killing' of 

Fadime S. by her father Rahmi S. in Sweden, using CDA to analyse the discourse around the 

case based on three Swedish newspapers (2007: 240). Aiming at answering the question as to 

how the newspaper articles made sense of the murder (ibid.), Reimers finds that they use this 

case of a woman of Kurdish heritage who was murdered by her father “to exemplify, or even 

demonstrate, that immigrant women are subjected to a more severe form of male oppression 

than 'Swedish' women are” ibid.: 246). The culturalistic interpretation of the murder as an 

'honour killing' (ibid.: 247) was accompanied by the conclusion that what is perceived as the 

'Swedish way of life' provides safety for women (ibid). In the media discourse following 

Fadime’s murder, the notion of Sweden as a haven for gender equality and the purported 

difference between “Them” and “Us” intersect with a nationalistic and colonial discourse, 

salient not least in the description of the victim’s father Rahmi S. (ibid.: 251). Rather than 

understanding the murder as the outcome of general male violence against women or of 

patriarchal stuctures (ibid.: 250), Reimers finds that the case was used to represent the father 

of the victim as “rooted in an alien […] culture” (ibid.: 249).  
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The press assumes and reiterates “dichotomous notions of what is understood as typically 

Swedish and what is thought to signify immigrants” (ibid.: 250), with 'non-Swedish' being 

associated with viewing female subordiation and male violence against women as “legitimate 

and natural” (ibid.). The victim Fadime is constructed to be in-between the 'Us' and the 

'Other', since she, an 'immigrant woman', displayed values which are – according to the 

dominant discourse – 'Swedish' prior to her death, such as career ambitions and a distinct 

personality (ibid.: 251). She is thus represented “as a martyr for the Swedish way of living, 

which is signified by equality, modernity, freedom, and enlightenment” (ibid.: 252) – a 

representation which draws upon and reinforces cultural racism (ibid.). Furthermore, 

“integration is put forward as the prime solution to the violence against women that is 

perpetrated by immigrant men” (ibid.), as non-integrated, non-Swedish men are constructed 

as a threat to women (ibid.). The 'lack of integration' serves as a dominant explanation for 

honour-related violence occurring in Sweden (ibid.: 247 f.). 

The assumption that the degree of an immigrant’s integration into 'Western society' can be 

measured based on their position on women’s rights and the locating of violence against 

women in 'traditional cultures' can also be found in the media discourses analysed by 

Korteweg and Yurdakul (2009). In their study, the authors explore the ways in which 

newspaper discourses on 'honour killings' are “a site in which boundaries between immigrants 

and majority society in the Netherlands and Germany are drawn” (Korteweg/Yurdakul 2009: 

218). Based on boundary theory and focusing on three nationally distributed quality 

newspapers in each country (ibid.: 223), they analyse whether the boundaries drawn are bright 

– that is, if they reinforce the distinction between 'insiders' and 'outsiders' – or if they are 

blurred – that is, if they imply that membership of different groups, such as being German and 

being Muslim, is possible (ibid.: 219). Korteweg and Yurdakul find that both in the 

Netherlands and in Germany bright boundary drawing dominates (ibid.: 228) and that 

supposedly stark differences between 'immigrant' and 'majority society' were maintained by 

“describing honour killing as a form of violence against women rooted in Islam, ethnicity or 

national origin, and portraying religion, ethnicity, and national origin as homogenous, unitary, 

and/or a-historical forces that by definition lead to gender inequality” (ibid.: 234). However, 

boundary-blurring discourses can be found as well, although they are rare (ibid.). The 

dominance of bright boundary-making, they conclude, results in the preclusion of “the 

possibility of ending violence against women within immigrant communities” (ibid.), as well 
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as in the risk of non-recognition of the extent of gender-related violence as an issue which 

concerns all women (ibid.: 235).  

In their 2010 follow-up study on honour-related violence in the Netherlands, Germany, 

Britain and Canada, Korteweg and Yurdakul analyse the conceptualisation of 'honour killings' 

and honour-related violence by media, parliaments and other state institutions, as well as non-

governmental organisations (NGOs), aiming at uncovering the ways in which these 

conceptualisations inform policy responses (Korteweg/Yurdakul 2010). In the context of this 

study, they find that the dominant discursive conceptualisation are stigmatising discussions 

which directly link 'honour killing' to Islam, which also inform different policy approaches to 

the issue (ibid.). Moreover, stigmatising discussions of honour-related violence are even 

“likely to lead to general anti-immigrant policies or policies that impede settlement” (ibid.). 

In Shier and Shor’s 2016 study, different cases labelled as 'honour killings' with those labelled 

as 'family/spousal murders' in Canadian news reports are compared. Based on a systematic 

qualitative content analysis of three major Canadian newspapers, the authors set out to 

explore “the construction of boundaries between these two practices” (Shier/Shor 2016: 

1163). They find that these labelling practices, which are based on fluid, fuzzy definitions, 

affect “the discursive treatment of the acts and the explanations and motivations attributed to 

them” (ibid.: 1164) – with those cases labelled as 'honour killings' being explained by 

journalists through focusing on religion and culture, while those cases labelled as 'family 

murders' are explained based on pathological psychological and personality characteristics 

(ibid.). This distinction contributes not only to “the notion that individuals of certain cultures, 

religions, and nationalities are inherently misogynistic and are guided by notions of honor and 

shame that do not apply to members of Western societies” (1164) but also diverts the public’s 

attention “away from the underlying issues of patriarchy” (ibid.). The label of 'honour killing', 

the authors find, is predominantly ascribed to victims and/or perpetrators who are Muslim, 

Middle Eastern, or South Asian, whereas it is rarely ascribed to “groups of non-Muslim 

origin, regardless of the details of the case” (ibid.: 1173). Moreover, they find that the practice 

of 'honour killing' is commonly represented as “imported to progressive and civilized Western 

nations from archaic, stagnant, and misogynistic societies” (ibid.: 1174). 'Western'/'Canadian' 

and 'Muslim culture' are in this context constructed as binaries, with the former being 

conceptualised as “diverse, superior, civilized, modern, and glorifying gender equality” (ibid.: 

1175) and the latter as “homogeneous, unchanging, barbaric, and misogynistic” (ibid.: 1176). 
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In terms of non-Muslim perpetrators, journalists generally refer to the perpetrators‘ 

personality, either “attribut[ing] perpetrators’ actions primarily to mental personality 

disorders” (ibid.: 1178) or highlighting their supposedly sane personalities in contrast to their 

crimes (ibid.: 1179).  

Reviewing these previous studies, it becomes clear that even though academic interest in the 

phenomenon of femicide is rising, news media-based qualitative research which relates 

femicide to racism remains limited, with Korteweg and Yurdakul’s studies (2009; 2010) being 

the only ones dealing with the German context.  

 

4. Theoretical Framework 

 

4.1 Terminology  

 

In German academic discourse, there are different concepts and terms which aim to describe 

the phenomenon which, in the context of this thesis, is termed anti-Muslim racism 

(antimuslimischer Rassismus). The alternatively used descriptors Islamophobia 

(Islamophobie) and hostility towards Islam/Muslims (Islam-/Muslimfeindlichkeit) are not used 

as they are associated with a certain school of research. This school, represented by Wilhelm 

Heitmeyer and colleagues of the Bielefeld Institute for Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict 

and Violence, locates the phenomenon within prejudice research (Hafez 2019). This approach 

conceptualises 'Germans' and 'Muslims' as two dichotomous, distinct groups and assumes that 

the latter are discriminated against because of their belonging to a religious community (Attia 

2013: 3 f.). This conceptualisation is, with regard to the use of the term “phobia”, not only 

criticised for pathologising the phenomenon which it aims to describe as 'unfounded and 

vague fears of Islam' (Keskinkılıç 2019). It also appeards to fall short in grasping the 

complexity of the phenomenon, this thesis is thus based on the more suitable theoretical 

approach taken by Iman Attia and colleagues and consequently applies their terminology. 

Attia locates the phenomenon of anti-Muslim racism in a postcolonial context (Hafez 2019), 

conceptualising it as a 'social relation' (Attia 2013: 13 f.) rather than as an individual 

stereotype or prejudice. This approach thus considers that in anti-Muslim discourses a variety 
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of categories such as gender, class, race, body and religion intersect (ibid.: 4). Besides the 

term anti-Muslim racism, Attia includes the term Muslim-marked people in her terminology. 

A central aspect of her theory is the assumption that the addressing of 'Others' as an 

essentialised group – which is supposedly opposed to one’s own group − does not precede the 

phenomenon, but rather this is only brought about in the process of 'Othering' (ibid.). Attia 

thus uses the term Muslim-marked people rather than Muslim as descriptor of persons affected 

by this phenomenon (ibid.: 5) − as racialised individuals do not necessarily have to be 

practicing Muslims in order to fall victim to anti-Muslim racism. 

Furthermore, constructs such as 'the Muslim', 'the Other', 'the Orient', 'the West' and 'the 

(German) majority society' are put in quotation marks. The latter term is not intended to 

suggest homogeneity (Shooman 2014: 27) and does only refer to the numerical size of the 

designated group, but primarily to its hegemonic position (Attia 2007: 6), which allows for 

members of this group to represent and assert their experiences, views and interests (ibid.). 

The term 'honour killing' is also put in quotation marks, since it is a highly contested term 

(Shier/Shor 2016: 1165). The term femicide, which in this thesis is used as an umbrella term 

to describe different forms of gender-related killing of females, is approached in the following 

in more detail with regard to the concept which it designates. 

 

4.2 Approaching the Concept of Femicide  

 

This section is concerned with the relation of the concepts of femicide and so-called 'honour 

killings' − both contested terms – and the definitions applied in the context of this thesis, as 

well as with an outline of the decolonial approach to femicide and its fruitfulness for this 

thesis project.  

 

4.2.1 Defining Femicide and 'Honour Killing' 

 

There is, to date, no consensual definition of femicide, as there is no internationally instituted 

canon of research (Marcuello-Servós et al. 2016: 969). The concept as introduced by Diana 

Russell in 1976 was intended to draw attention to misogynist killings of females and to 
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initiate a feminist response to this neglected issue (Russell 2011). In their 1992 anthology, 

Radford and Russell then theorised the concept of femicide as “the misogynist killing of 

women by men” (Radford/Russell 1992: xi), a definition which Russell later adjusted to be 

“the killing of females by males because they are female” (Russell 2011), arguing that by 

using the term 'females' rather than 'women', she includes girls as well (ibid.). In the context 

of this revised definition of femicide, Russell argues that femicides are committed based on a 

number of “excuses” (ibid.) – such as in the name of 'honour' – with potential perpetrators 

being current or former male romantic partners, family members, as well as acquaintances or 

strangers (ibid.).  

Rarely having been used in scholarly works before, “[a]fter 1992, both the notion of and 

research on femicide expanded throughout scientific literature, and sought to describe, analyse 

and prevent the phenomenon of the violent death of women” (Corradi et al. 2016: 978). 

Radford and Russell’s concept and the associated debate, which refers to the British, Indian 

and US-American context, was also taken up in Latin America, i. a. by the Mexican scholar 

Marcela Lagarde y de los Ríos, who fed the term into local academic discourse as feminicidio 

(Russell 2011). Lagarde y de los Ríos did not only give “a major boost to academic analysis 

and political mobilization” (Corradi et al. 2016: 984) in Latin America, but also modified the 

definition of the concept to include the “failure of state authorities to prosecute and punish 

perpetrators” (Grzyb/Naudi/Marcuello-Servós 2018: 20). Her concept feminicidio is 

continuously being used in Latin American legislations (Grzyb/Hernandez 2015), as well as in 

academia (Wischnewski 2018: 127), not only in the Latin American context (García-Del 

Moral 2016; Castañeda Salgado 2016), but also in other national contexts such as Italy 

(Bandelli/Porcelli 2016).  

Russell’s definition, however, has been diluted over time, due to the concept being widened 

and de-politicised (Grzyb/Naudi/Marcuello-Servós 2018: 21 f.). In some studies, in contrast to 

Russell’s broad definition, femicide is often narrowly defined as lethal intimate partner 

violence (Boira et al. 2017; Freysteinsdóttir 2017; Kapardis et al. 2017), thus excluding cases 

in which the perpetrator is not a current or former partner. As this thesis approaches femicide 

as a phenomenon which includes so-called 'honour killings' and thus also killings executed by 

male family members and not only by current or former romantic partners, an inclusive 

conceptualisation and thus broad definition is needed as a theoretical basis. The most recent 

broad definition is the one provided by the United Nations within the framework of the 
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Vienna Declaration on Femicide (Laurent et al. 2013), which is also applied in femicide 

research (Weil/Corradi/Naudi 2018). Drafted for a European context (Weil 2016a: 1127), the 

declaration defines femicide as 

“[…] the killing of women and girls because of their gender, which can take 

the form of, inter alia: 1) the murder of women as a result of domestic 

violence/intimate partner violence; 2) the torture and misogynist slaying of 

women 3) killing of women and girls in the name of “honour”; 4) targeted 

killing of women and girls in the context of armed conflict; 5) dowry-related 

killings of women and girls; 6) killing of women and girls because of their sexual 

orientation and gender identity; 7) the killing of aboriginal and indigenous women 

and girls because of their gender; 8) female infanticide and gender-based sex 

selection foeticide; 9) genital mutilation related femicide; 10) accusations of 

witchcraft and 11) other femicides connected with gangs, organized crime, drug 

dealers, human trafficking […]” (Laurent et al. 2013: 4 [emphasis added]).  

This conceptualisation approaches the complexity and variety of the phenomenon more than 

Russell’s early definition of femicide. As this Vienna Declaration on Femicide definition 

omits information on the potential perpetrator and thus – unlike Russell, who in her definition 

clearly defines men as perpetrators of femicide – takes into account that also persons who do 

not identify as men may commit femicides. Furthermore it includes the “killing of women and 

girls because of their […] gender identity” (ibid.) and thus trans women. However, the 

definition does, as the concept of femicide is concerned with the murder of women, reinforce 

a binary notion of gender by not referring to non-binary persons. However, this is not to be 

blamed on this definition, but on the concept of femicide itself, as it is concerned only with 

the killing of persons who identify as female. Furthermore, with regard to so-called 'honour 

killings', it should be noted that while this definition includes 'honour killings' as one form of 

femicide, the femicide concept can not cover all killings perpetrated in the name of “honour”, 

as not all of these target women.“Honour”-related violence and killings can also be directed at 

men and boys, for instance in the context of homophobia (Idriss 2021). 

However, with regard to the question of the racialisation of femicides, another weak point in 

the femicide definition of the Vienna Declaration on Femicide can be identified. The 

declaration, as published by Laurent et al. (2013), also includes a number of articles which 
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delve into the specific forms of femicide, such as an article on 'honour killings' (McClelland 

2013). This article, however, includes a racialising description of 'honour killings'. On the one 

hand, the author argues that 'honour killings' are a cross-cultural and -national phenomenon 

(ibid.: 60) and that there is no definitive description of what 'honourable' means (ibid.). As 

these murders have been and are practised throughout history in different communities, 

cultures and countries and can be traced back to, i. a., Roman law, the Ching dynasty in China 

and the Penal Codes of the Napoleonic Empire, it would be  a misconception to assume that 

“honour killings find their support within the scriptures of major religions” (ibid.). On the 

other hand however, McClelland states that “in Western states, where killings occur almost 

exclusively in first-generation immigrant communities, increased focus on the 

INTEGRATION OF MINORITIES is a crucial step towards reducing the prevalence of the 

crime” (ibid.: 62 [emphasis in original]). The author of this article thus locates the 

phenomenon within migrant communities and associates it with a 'non-Western' cultures, 

instrumentalising 'honour killings' as supposed evidence for the 'lack of integration' of 

migrants (Korteweg 2017; Wischnewski 2018).   

Consequently, it should be noted that while the Vienna Declaration on Femicide provides a 

broad definition of femicide – the killing of people who identify as female because of their 

gender – which includes the killing in the name of 'honour' as one form of femicide and is 

applied in academic research, it does also include a racialising definition of 'honour killings'. 

This issue raises the question as to whether there is a non-culturalising and non-racialising 

academic definition of 'honour killing'. McClelland’s assessment that there is no definite 

definition of the term 'honourable' (2013: 60) allows a glimpse into how contested this term is. 

Shier and Shor, based on the contributions of a number of scholars (Abu-Odeh 2000; Terman 

2010; Wikan 2008), present in their 2016 study four characteristics which seemingly 

distinguish 'honour killings' from “other forms of murder within the family” (2016: 1165). 

They argue that  

“First, the killing is planned and carried out by a member of the victim’s (typically 

a young woman) family of birth rather than family of marriage (e.g., a father, 

brother, cousin, or paternal uncle). Second, the perpetrator usually does not act 

alone. Rather, he has the support of a collective that is ready to reward the murder 

with honor. The honor is thus restored for the collective, not just the individual. 

Third, suspicion is usually enough to prompt the killing, and no proof or evidence 
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of sexual transgressions is actually needed. Finally, honor killings are 

premeditated; these are planned crimes rather than 'crimes of passion'” (ibid.). 

While these characteristics broadly delimit as to which femicides are termed 'honour killings' 

they are not able to account for all the cases labelled as 'honour killing' in the media. This can 

be illustrated, for example, with the case of Sengül O., a survivor of a failed femicide attempt 

in Germany in 1997. The perpetrator was Sengül O.‘s husband Rasit D., to whom she had 

been married (Przybilla 2010). Shortly after she filed for divorce − due to her husband 

repeatedly beating their son − Rasit D. stormed the apartment of his parents-in-law and 

attempted to shoot Sengül O. and other members of her family (ibid.). This case, which was 

nonetheless labelled as an attempted 'honour killing' in German news reports (ibid.), does not 

meet the above outlined 'honour killing'-characteristics. The perpetrator was not a member of 

the victim’s family of birth, he furthermore acted alone and appears to have attempted to 

commit what Shier and Shor describe as “crime of passion” (2016: 1165) rather than a 

premediated, planned crime.  

Shier and Shor recognise and consider the delimitations of these supposed characteristics of 

'honour killings' by arguing that “research suggests that politicians, policy makers, and even 

academics often ignore some or all of these characterizations and use other signals (primarily 

religion and ethnicity) to ascribe the honor killing label to various family murder cases” 

(ibid.) − a claim which is also supported by the findings of Korteweg and Yurdakul (2009). 

These findings show that it is not possible to define exhaustively as to what characterises an 

'honour killing', as this label is attached to a variety of crimes which, at times, have little in 

common, apart from the perpetrator and/or victim being 'Non-Western'.  

 

4.2.2 The Decolonial Femicide Approach 

 

As Corradi et al. (2016) presented a classification of the young field of femicide research into 

different theoretical approaches, this thesis is in the following briefly positioned in the context 

of these approaches. Corradi et al. identify five research approaches to the analysis of 

femicide – a feminist, a sociological, a criminological, a human rights and a decolonial 

approach – while acknowledging however that there are overlappings between them (2016: 
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979). This thesis, although it can not be assigned solely to one of these approaches, draws 

mainly upon the works based on the decolonial approach.  

The decolonial approach examines femicide in the context of colonial domination and 

continuities, with the key proponent being Nadera Shalhoub-Kervorkian (ibid.: 982). 

Shalhoub-Kervorkian focuses on femicides, in particular those related to ‘crimes of family 

honour’, in the context of Middle Eastern and North African countries (ibid.). She highly 

criticises scholars who conceptualise femicide as belonging to “primitive cultural practices 

and beliefs” (Shalhoub-Kervorkian 2003: 590) − since this phenomenon clearly also persists 

in 'the West' (ibid.). This culturalisation, she argues, helps sustaining existing patriarchal 

mechanisms and strategies in Middle Eastern and North African countries, as well as helping 

to maintain these criminal practices as 'normal' (ibid.). In particular her study on femicide 

among the Palestinian community living in Israel (Shalhoub-Kervorkian/Daher-Nashif 2013) 

revealed this culturalisation, as her and Daher-Nashif find that Israeli formal systems “view 

Palestinian men and women through an Orientalist, colonial lens as potential terrorists who 

pose a 'security' threat to the state” (2013: 309). The representation of Palestinian men as 

violent and primitive and Islam as a religion marked by terrorism and violence (ibid.: 311), 

the authors argue, “has granted Israel greater legitimacy in its approach to femicide as a 

'cultural […] practice'” (ibid.). 

Although Shalhoub-Kevorkian’s concept of femicide does not coincide with the definition of 

femicide applied in this thesis – she equates femicides with 'honour killings' and furthermore 

includes “all violent acts that instill a perpetual fear in women or girls of being killed under 

the justification of ‘honor’” (2004: 10), not only the killing itself − her work is nonetheless 

fruitful for the theoretical foundation of this thesis. The culturalisation of femicide and 

projection of this phenomenon onto a Muslim-marked minority, as well as the discursive 

demonisation of Muslim men as a potential 'threat' is also practised in discourses in 'Western' 

countries, as the previously reviewed studies show (Reimers 2007; Korteweg/Yurdakul 2009; 

Shier/Shor 2016), such as Germany.  
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4.3 Anti-Muslim Racism and Racialised Representations 

 

In the following, the theoretical foundations regarding the conceptualisation of anti-Muslim 

racism and culturally-racialised representations of Muslim-marked people will be elaborated 

on.  

 

4.3.1 Cultural Racism and Racially Constructing 'the Muslim' 

 

Attia conceptualises anti-Muslim racism as a form of cultural racism (Hafez 2019: 66), as 

well as a complex phenomenon, on whose discursive level notions of gender, sexuality, class, 

race, culture, body and religion intersect (Attia 2013: 4). It can thus only be grasped in its 

entirety against the historical background of the emergence of post-war cultural racism, as 

well as of discursive historical continuities, including the essentialised construction of 'the 

Orient' (Said 1978), which continue to inform contemporary anti-Muslim discourses in 'the 

West'. 

The concept of cultural racism assumes that racist thinking and practices continued to exist 

after the discrediting of biological race theories following the Second World War (Shooman 

2012; Lentin 2005). The construct of race is thus still efficacious in the European context and 

is now inseparably connected to cultural and religious attributions (Shooman 2012). This 

culturalised view on racism can be traced back to to the UNESCO Statement on Race and 

Racial Prejudice (1950), published by a group of scholars who identified as 'anti-racist'. This 

paper argued for the adoption of the terms 'groups' or 'cultures' rather than 'races', based on the 

premise that the scientific validity of 'race' had been disproven (Lentin 2005: 383 f.). This 

replacing of terms however did in fact do very little “to refute the widely accepted view that 

groups are organized hierarchically according to levels of progress” (ibid.: 388) and projects 

the essentialised notion of 'race' onto the notion of culture, grasping the latter as homogenous 

and static (ibid.). The notion of cultures as static entities and cultural groups as “ideally 

remain[ing] hermetically sealed” (ibid.: 387) − which was later adopted and instrumentalised 

by the far right in Europe (Taguieff 1990) “in an overt effort to shun blatant racism in favour 

of a discourse of cultural incompatibility” (Lentin 2005: 389) − dominated the notions on 

racism and culture in the West during the post-war era (ibid.; Balibar 1992: 28) and can “be 
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held responsible for the emergence of a new culturalist racism” (Lentin 2005: 389). Thus 

cultural racism prevalent in 'the West' today was institutionalised in 20
th

 century post-war 

Europe – although the construction of Muslim-marked people as a “distinct race” (Attia 2019: 

128) based on their “alien culture” (ibid.) and simultanous imposition of a cultural 

assimilation imperative (ibid.: 131) can be traced back to the 15
th

 and 16
th

 century (ibid. 

2019)
1
. Contemporary anti-Muslim discourses continue to draw on the notion that 'Muslim 

culture' is a static and thus unalterable construct (Shooman 2014: 57).   

Having broadly clarified the historical emergence of anti-Muslim racism as cultural racism in 

Europe, the central aspects of racialisation are outlined in the following. Racialisation 

describes the practice of constructing a group as a 'natural' group by means of certain 

characteristics, as well as defining this group in relation to one’s own group (Terkessidis 

2004: 98). This practice is an interaction of different processes which are closely linked − 

essentialisation (Attia 2013: 7), naturalisation, homogenisation, polarisation and 

hierarchisation (Rommelspacher 2009: 29).  

Essentialisation means that people are divided into groups based on a characteristic which 

certain people who are constructed to belong to the same group supposedly share (Attia 

2013), with regard to Muslim-marked people, this alleged characteristic is the shared religious 

affiliation (ibid.: 8). As all members of the constructed group are assumed to be similar based 

on this shared characteristic (homogenisation), it is seen as rooted in their 'nature' 

(naturalisation) and thus as clearly distinguishing this group from other groups of people 

(polarisation) (ibid.: 7). As all members of a group are assumed to be homogenous and to 

have a collective character – determined in this context as their religion and 'Muslim culture' 

− individual actions are being attributed to 'Islam' (Shooman 2012), such as, for instance, a 

femicide in the name of 'honour'. The process of polarising certain constructed groups is 

closely linked to the process of hierarchisation, as the declaration of 'homogenous' groups 

which are fundamentally different and incompatible already entails the establishment of a 

hierarchy (Rommelspacher 2009: 29). In the case of anti-Muslim racism, 'Muslim culture' is 

constructed to be in a dichotomous relationship with 'Western culture' in that they are two 

incompatible, static entities opposing each other (Shooman 2014: 61). The hierarchical 

conceptualisation of 'Muslims' and 'Westerners' is consolidated by constructing the former to 
                                                           
1
 For a detailed elaboration of the culturalisation of Muslims and a comparison between anti-Muslim racism in 

early modern Spain and twenty-first century Europe see Soyer (2013).  
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have the characteristics of being backward, misogynistic, unchangeable, irrational and violent 

and the latter to be emancipatory, enlightened, democratic and progressive (ibid. 2012). 

Moreover, part of this hierarchisation is also the notion of evolutionary civilisational phases 

which religions have to go through – consequently, the 'already enlightened Christianity' is 

contrasted with the 'still unenlightened Islam', which is often associated with the Middle Ages 

or pre-modern times (ibid. 2014: 62).  

This dichotomisation of 'the West' and 'Islam' or 'the Orient' as an aspect of contemporary 

discourse on Islam can be traced back to colonial discourses. In his constituent document of 

postcolonial theory, Orientalism (1978), Edward Said forwards the thesis that 'the West' 

continually produces 'the Orient' as its cultural counter-image, a process which he terms 

'Othering' (Attia 2007: 11). The Orient, as described by Said, comprises the territory of the 

contemporary 'Near East' and 'Middle East', as well as Southeast Asia (Castro-Varela/Dhawan 

2020: 105) – thus including Islamic countries (Said 1978: 99). Orientalist discourse is a 

Western projection, which is contingent on a deliberate submission of 'the Orient' through the 

West (Castro-Varela/Dhawan 2020: 104 f.) and creates European people as superior to non-

Europeans/'Orientals' (Attia 2007: 11). Orientalism thus fulfills identity-establishing, self-

representational and power-securing functions for 'the West' (ibid.), since by culturally 

presenting 'the Orient' as uncivilised, irrational, primitive, and inferior, one's economic and 

political interests in the context of colonisation and imperialism can be legitimised or even 

presented as a 'blessing' for 'the Other' (ibid.). The central functions of contemporary anti-

Muslim racism as identified by Attia are similar − the legitimisation, stabilisation and 

conservation of existing power relations (ibid.: 18). 

 

4.3.2 Racialised, Gendered Representations of 'the Muslim' 

 

This section serves to elaborate on representations of Muslim-marked people as they also 

manifest in German news coverage. These racialising, stereotyping representations are highly 

gendered and often discursively connected to the notion of an 'educational mission' and the 

concept of  'migrant integration', as will be shown in the following.  

The above outlined process of racialising Muslim-marked people – in other words, 

constructing the 'the Muslim Other' – is closely linked to the process of racial stereotyping as 
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identified by Hall (1997a). Stereotyping can be described as a “set of representational 

practices” (ibid.: 257), with representation referring to practices “by which meaning is 

produced and exchanged between members of a culture” (ibid. 1997b: 1) based on the use of 

language, signs and images “which stand for or represent things” (ibid.). Practices of 

stereotyping “reduc[e] people to a few, simple, essential characteristics, which are represented 

as fixed by Nature” (ibid. 1997a: 257), in other words, “stereotyping reduces, essentializes, 

naturalizes and fixes 'difference'” (ibid.: 258).  

As a racist tool, stereotyping divides the 'normal' from the 'abnormal', 'Us' from 'Them', to 

then symbolically exclude or expel the deviant 'Other' (ibid.). This also serves to “facilitat[e] 

the 'binding' or bonding together of all of Us who are 'normal' into one 'imagined community'” 

(ibid.). Hall points out that stereotyping occurs where inequalities of power can be found, that 

is, power directed against a subordinate or excluded group (ibid.) – such as Muslim-marked 

minorities. Power in the context of racialised representation is thus conceptualised “not only 

in terms of economic exploitation and physical coercion, but also in broader cultural or 

symbolic terms, including the power to represent someone or something in a certain way 

(ibid.: 259). When it comes to representing 'difference' and 'otherness', there are clear 

historical continuities (ibid.: 232), with “similar representational practices and figures being 

repeated, with variations, from one text or site of representation to another” (ibid.). 

Stereotypes as “frozen images” (Petersson 2006: 26) persist throughout centuries (ibid.) and 

this also applies to representations of 'the Muslim Other'.  

In the case of the representation of 'the Muslim Other', racial stereotypes are based on the 

characteristics assigned to the constructed group consisting of Muslim-marked people, but 

they are also gendered. The racial stereotyping of 'the Muslim man', which draws on the 

construction of 'the Muslim' as being 'backward, misogynistic, unchangeable, irrational and 

violent' (Shooman 2012), presents 'the Muslim' as dangerous and threatening. As Hall notes, 

dominant regimes of representation develop through certain historical events (1997a: 239). 

The dominant representation of 'the Muslim man' as a dangerous threat was shaped by a 

number of historical events, including the Ottoman wars in Europe (Castro-Varela/Mecheril 

2016: 10) and, more recently, the Gulf Wars and the 9/11 terrorist attacks (Attia 2007: 8). In 

the context of the latter events, 'Western' discourses on Islam and Muslim-marked people 

have become to be dominated by the image of the potential 'Arab terrorist' (ibid.), who 

became a force which is “purposefully plotting to destroy the West, taking on the features of 
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an ultra-religious and violent (Muslim) fanatic” (Petersson 2006: 3). In the German context, in 

particular the political and media discourses around the 2015/16 New Year's Eve sexual 

assaults in Cologne led to the resurfacing of the stereotype of 'the dangerous, threatening 

Muslim man'. In the discourses following this event, in the context of which women were 

assaulted by predominantly North African migrants and asylum seekers, young Muslim-

marked men were constructed as a sexual threat to 'native women and girls' (Dietze 2016: 6), 

inciting debates on 'protecting our women' and 'our Western values' (Hark/Villa 2017: 46). 

Beyond the representation of 'the Muslim man' as demonic and barbaric (Castro-

Varela/Mecheril 2016: 10 f.), the cultural assimilation imperative (Attia 2019: 133) also 

manifested in the 'Cologne'-discourses − as well as in other contemporary anti-Muslim 

discourses (ibid.) − in the form of an integration imperative. This will be explained in further 

detail following the description of the racial stereotyping of 'the Muslim woman'.  

The predominant stereotype of 'the Muslim woman' is that of a submissive and oppressed 

person who is – due to being threatened and oppressed by 'the Muslim man' − in need of help. 

This image of the 'Other woman' needing saving from 'the Other man' by the European man 

can be traced back to colonial and Oriental discourses. These discourses served to argue that 

colonisation was a legitimate mission, a 'blessing' for 'the primitive, inferior Other' (ibid. 

2007: 11), since they would allegedly be relieved of their barbaric status through civilisation 

(Castro Varela/Mecheril 2016: 10). Postcolonial theorist Gayatri Spivak, for instance, 

illustrates that British colonial rulers legitimised their violent imperialism by constructing an 

oppressed Indian female subject who had to be saved (Castro Varela/Dhawan 2020: 207), 

abusing their bodies as 'ideological battleground' in the process (ibid.). Similar findings are 

presented by Leila Ahmed in her study on colonial interventions in Islamic countries (Ahmed 

1992). With the example of the British occupation of Egypt, she shows how an educational 

mission was derived from the claimed civilisational gap between 'the West' and 'Islam', which 

allegedly manifests in the 'oppression of Muslim women' (Shooman 2014: 76). The 

argumentation figure of 'the oppressed Muslim woman' here served as a justification for 

occupying Islamic countries (ibid.: 76 f.) and to 'educate' and 'civilise' 'the Muslim man'. 

These historically developed racial gender stereotypes, as well as the educational mission 

targeting Muslim-marked men to 'civilise' can also be found in contemporary racialising 

discourses on femicide. Due to 'the Muslim Other' no longer being situated outside of Europe, 

but inside European migration societies (ibid. 2012), these educational missions are being 
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connected to discourses on '(im)migrant integration'
2
. This notion of an educational or 

civilisational mission in the form of 'integration' is evoked in news media discourses on 

'honour killings'. This is demonstrated by Reimers in her 2007 study, which revealed that in 

Swedish news discourse on the killing of Fadime S., integration is argued to be “the prime 

solution” (2007: 252) to gender-related violence perpetrated by migrant men against women. 

Furthermore, a supposed 'lack of integration' is forwarded as the dominant explanation for 

violence in the name of 'honour' (ibid.: 247 f.). Similarly, Wischnewski and Korteweg argue 

that the conceptualisation of femicides as 'honour killings' and thus as a practice belonging to 

a certain culture and/or religion allows for the instrumentalisation of this phenomenon to 

serve as alleged evidence for a 'lack of integration' (Korteweg 2017; Wischnewski 2018).  

The representation of 'the Muslim man' as perpetrating gender-related violence because he is 

supposedly 'lacking integration' contributes to, in Hall’s words, the division between 'Us' − “ 

who are 'normal'” (1997a: 258) − and 'Them', the deviant 'Other' (ibid.). As such, racialised 

femicide discourses function to produce and stabilise the self-idealising identity of the 

'(German) majority society', as well as to discursively externalise femicide as a societal 

problem through assigning it to the 'Oriental-Islamic' way of life (Attia 2007: 13), or to a 

supposed 'Muslim culture'. While this conveniently allows for denying one’s own complicity 

in violent, sexist practices and discourses (Shooman 2014: 87), this representation does, apart 

from instrumental purposes, not serve to improve the situation of Muslim-marked females 

affected by gender-related violence. As Korteweg and Yurdakul found, there have been no 

significant changes in German policies in terms of 'honour killings', “politicians were more 

likely to discuss […] honor killing […] in order to place barriers to immigration and to argue 

for increasingly stringent integration requirements” (2013: 209). In summary, it can be noted 

that Spivak’s observation that the body of 'the Other woman' is used as an 'ideological 

battleground' thus also applies to the racialised victims of femicide, as their cases are 

instrumentalised in contemporary anti-Muslim discourses to serve for racist articulations. 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Different scholars have forwarded the argument that the discourses around '(im)migrant integration' in Western 

Europe (Schinkel 2018) and Canada (Korteweg 2017) are connected to racialisation, however the scope of this 

thesis does not allow for elaborations regarding this topic.  
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5. Methodology and Method 

 

This chapter includes the methodological, theoretical and methodical foundations of the CDA 

approach by Siegfried Jäger, as well as the cases chosen and material selected for the analysis. 

 

5.1 Philosophical Approach and Positionality Reflections   

 

As Edward Said wrote, “[n]o one has ever devised a method for detaching the scholar from 

the circumstances of life, from the fact of his involvement (conscious or unconscious) with a 

class, a set of beliefs, a social position, or from the mere activity of being a member of a 

society” (1978: 10). This subjectivity of the researcher and the impossibility of producing 

'objective' and 'non-political' knowledge become particularly apparent in the context of 

studying discourses.  

The approach of the CDA is based on the premise that reality can not be 'recognised', but only 

interpreted – determined by differing interests, traditions, objectives etc. – and consequently, 

there is a continuous struggle for truth (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 7 f.). The assumption that a 

researcher can never produce objective truths using the method of CDA (ibid.: 15), as well as 

the assessment that scientific value freedom (Wertefreiheit) is a fiction (ibid.: 8), make it clear 

that the methodology of social constructionism underlies this method. Social constructionism 

is a theoretical orientation which, in essence, takes a critical stance towards taken-for-granted 

knowledge and assumes that the ways of understanding the world are culturally specific, as 

well as that knowledge is constructed in-between humans and thus closely linked to social 

actions (Burr 1995: 1 ff.). CDA is used to depict, interpret and criticise discursive fields of 

sayability (diskursive Sagbarkeitsfelder) (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 15). It intervenes in the struggle 

for interpreting truth by questioning and problematising supposedly self-evident facts and by 

making criticism of dominant discourses possible (ibid.: 8). Since the researcher interprets 

reality based on the knowledge they have acquired throughout the course of their life, they 

always take positions (Jäger 2016: 12). Consequently, their discourse position influences their 

analysis (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 15), turning CDA – as well as humanities and social sciences in 

general (Jäger 2016: 12) – into a political project (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 15). 
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Taking these considerations into account, I am aware of the fact that my position as a white 

woman who is associated with the 'German majority society' (Attia 2007: 6), as well as my 

political standpoint and the knowledge which I have acquired and discourses which I have 

been incorporated in throughout my life, influence my research. With regard to this 'Western' 

perspective, I am furthermore aware of the colonial production of (academic) knowledge on 

'non-Western' women (Mohanty 1984), as well as the difficulty of addressing gendered 

violence within Muslim-marked communities from this position and of avoiding the pitfall of 

culturalising violence myself (Sauer 2011), the very practice which I intend to critically 

examine in this thesis. These are factors which influence my discourse position, my research 

and which I aim to continuously reflect in my analysis.  

 

5.2 Theoretical and Methodical Foundations of Jäger’s Approach to CDA  

 

There are different versions of the CDA, i. e. the Vienna CDA (Ruth Wodak), the Barcelona 

CDA or Critical Discourse Studies (Teun van Dijk) and the Lancaster CDA (Norman 

Fairclough) (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 36). The version which forms the methodical basis for 

this thesis is the one developed by Siegfried Jäger, former head of the Duisburg Institute for 

Linguistics and Social Research (DISS). His approach to CDA is closely linked to the works 

of Michel Foucault (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 17). As an interdisciplinary concept of qualitative 

social and cultural research (Jäger 2016: 12 f.), CDA can be applied to analyse a variety of 

discourses on all discursive levels, such as science, media and politics (Jäger/Jäger 2007: 17). 

It concerns itself with the analysis of controversial issues such as immigration and racism 

(ibid.: 8) and the criticism of how these issues are presented and discussed in politics and 

media (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 36). As a method, CDA is interested in describing and 

criticising the 'truths' which are established as 'objective' and 'eternally valid' (Jäger 2016: 11). 

In other words, it aims to reveal, question and criticise predominant and supposedly self-

evident patterns of interpretation (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 38).  

Discourses, conceptualised by Jäger as the flow of knowledge or social knowledge stores 

through time and space (Jäger 2016: 28 f.), do not reflect social reality but determine reality 

through the subjects and agents who co-produce them (ibid.: 36). They form the 

consciousness of the subjects and are fully valid materialities (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 38). 
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The discourse as a collective practice is not made by the subjects however, but vice versa 

(Jäger 2016: 38). According to Jäger, the subject acts within and is involved in the discourse 

and can only act in the discourse in which they are incorporated since birth (ibid.: 37). The 

discourse is – unlike individual texts – not the work of individual subjects, but ultimately 

made by all subjects, with varying degrees of individual participation (ibid.: 38). Discourse is 

therefore the result of the combined efforts of individuals to exist and assert themselves in a 

society (ibid.) – they thus become independent and need to be seen as the result of historical 

and social processes (ibid. 2006: 88).  

Jäger highlights the close connection between discourse and power. As carriers of historically 

and spatially valid knowledge, discourses exercise power by inducing other discourses, as 

well as certain behaviours among subjects (ibid. 2016: 38). Power, however, is not to be 

conceptualised as an institution or as 'the power of a few mighty ones' − it is not acquired, 

possessed or taken away, but is something which is enforced from different positions in a 

complex, changeable game (Foucault 1977: 122). Power is transported and enforced 

discursively (Jäger 2016: 45), however, certain individuals or insitutions, such as politicians 

or high-circulation hegemonic media can exert a strong influence on the shaping of discourse 

strands (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 45). They function as 'machines of truth' which specify and 

consolidate fields of sayability (ibid.: 26).  

Beyond these assumptions relating to the relationship between discourse, reality, subject, and 

power, Jäger adopts the concept of collective symbolism (Kollektivsymbolik), coined by 

literary scholar Jürgen Link. The term collective symbolism describes the entirety of the so-

called 'imagery' of a culture, i. e. widespread allegories and emblems, metaphors, examples, 

descriptive models and orienting topoi, comparisons and analogies (ibid.: 70). Link assumes 

that there is a specific synchronous system of collective symbols which prevails in a given 

society and which can be accessed by all members of this society (ibid.). It serves to enable 

individuals to orientate themselves in and interpret the world (ibid.). With the help of this 

system of collective symbols, a distinction can be made between 'normality' and 'deviation' 

(ibid.). Symbols are used to code the 'Outside' and the 'Inside' of society (ibid.: 71). What is 

perceived as familiar is coded positively, whereas what is perceived as strange and foreign is 

coded negatively (ibid.). The inside, here 'the West' or 'Germany' (ibid.), is usually coded 

using symbols which have a subject status – such as a body or a vehicle with a driver − while 

the outside is coded using symbols which represent chaos and have no subject status – such as 
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floods or wild animals (Jäger 2016: 59). The use of collective symbols contributes 

significantly to the structuring of discourses (Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 71) – especially in the 

media – and is thus of interest in the context of CDA (ibid.: 70). 

Jäger forwards a number of terminological-pragmatic suggestions for the structuring of 

discursive practices, which at the same time are the analytic categories applied in the context 

of CDA. According to Jäger, within a discourse, various discourse strands (Diskursstränge) 

can be identified, which deal with certain topics (Jäger 2016: 79), such as the topic of a 

certain murder case. Discourse strands, in turn, consist of a large number of discourse 

fragments (Diskursfragmente), usually texts which deal with the same topic (ibid.), but which 

are written from different discourse positions (Diskurspositionen) within a discourse strand 

(Jäger/Zimmermann 2019: 45). However, discourse strands do not exist independently of one 

another, they can intertwine with one another as discourse interlockings 

(Diskursverschränkungen) (Jäger 2016: 80) – such as in the case of discourse strands related 

to 'femicide' and 'integration'. Discourse strands can furthermore exist on different discourse 

levels (Diskursebene), such as media, science or politics (ibid.: 81). Occasionally so-called 

discursive events (diskursive Ereignisse) occur, that is events which are prominently featured 

in the media and which significantly influence the direction and quality of the discourse 

strand to which they belong (ibid.: 80) − such as the murder of Hatun S. (Kulaçatan 2013: 58), 

which will be elaborated on in section 6.1. 

Jäger’s method of CDA includes a structural analysis (Strukturanalyse) of the discourse 

fragments which make up the material to be analysed, as well as a detailed analysis 

(Feinanalyse) of one or more discourse fragments (Jäger 2016: 86), the selection of the 

articles for the detailed analysis should be justified with reference to the structural analysis 

(ibid.). The key components of the structural analysis are the preparation, the sorting and the 

analysis of the body of material (ibid.: 92) – for this analytic step, Jäger provides a detailed 

guideline in his CDA manual (ibid.: 91 f.). The detailed analysis contains different analytic 

steps (ibid.: 93). This includes the institutional context of the discourse fragment, such as 

information on the author and specific events which the article can be associated with (ibid.), 

as well as the text surface, meaning, for instance, the graphic layout and the topics addressed 

(ibid.). Furthermore, the usage of linguistic and rhetorical devices is examined, such as 

collective symbolism and vocabulary (ibid.), as well as the content- and ideology-related 

statements presented in the discourse fragment. Following the structural and detailed analysis, 
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the analysis results are brought together (ibid.) to grasp the essential content and formal 

characteristics of the whole discourse strand and to critically examine it (ibid.: 105). 

 

5.3 Cases and Material Selection 

 

In order to examine the question of the racialisation of Muslim-marked people with regard to 

the current femicide discourse in Germany, the analysis is concerned with the discourse level 

of the news media and specifially with the discourse strands of the cases of Dorota L. and 

Maryam H., which were mentioned in the introduction. These cases were chosen for the 

analysis as one of them is associated with the 'German majority society' – with the perpetrator 

being German and the victim being Polish – and the other one with the Muslim-marked 

community, with the perpetrators and victim being Afghan. The two cases share a number of 

similarities, such as geographical proximity and both victims not being native Germans, 

having separated from their former partners whom they had two children with, as well as the 

particularly cruel circumstances of their deaths. The analysis and juxtaposition of these two 

cases is thus suited to shed light on how certain femicide cases are racialised in German news 

reports.  

With regard to the selection of material, it should be noted that the analysis of articles 

published in national newspapers was not implementable, since the case of Dorota L. – unlike 

that of Maryam H. – was not discussed in national, but only in regional and local newspapers. 

Therefore, the analysis is not concerned with high-circulation news media, but with articles 

published by local and regional daily newspapers from Potsdam and Berlin, the places in 

which the respective cases occured. For reasons of availability, the material is limited to 

online articles and does not include the print editions of these newspapers. 

The material comprises online articles published in four newspapers, which were chosen as 

they vary in their political affiliation and style. These four newspapers examined are the two 

local daily newspapers of Potsdam, the Märkische Allgemeine (MAZ) and the Potsdamer 

Neuste Nachrichten (PNN), as well as two regional newspapers, the daily newspapers 

Berliner Zeitung (BZ) and Berliner Morgenpost. As for the political orientation of these 

newspapers, the publishing company which issues the MAZ is owned by the Madsack media 

group, which is financially supported by the German social democratic party SPD (Meedia 
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2017), whereas the PNN obtains its supralocal pages from the Berlin daily newspaper 

Tagesspiegel, whose political orientation is described as liberal (Eurotopics 2022a). The 

regional Berlin daily newspaper BZ is considered to be left-liberal (ibid. 2022b), and the 

Berliner Morgenpost to be conservative (ibid. 2022c). The body of material comprises all 

online articles related to these two cases which were published in the above mentioned 

newspapers with the time frame being from the respective death dates of the victims (Dorota 

L. – 11.05.2020, Maryam H. – 13.07.2021) up to the date of the beginning of this analysis 

process (01.04.2022). In total, this body of material comprises 76 online articles or discourse 

fragments.  

 

6. Analysis and Discussion  

 

This chapter contains essential background information on femicide in the German context, 

followed by the analysis of the material with regard to the research question, as well as the 

subsequent summary and discussion of the analysis results. 

 

6.1 Background on Femicide in the German Context 

 

The concrete number, as well as circumstances, of femicide cases in Germany are unknown. 

The German Criminal Code does not include a definition of femicide. Femicides thus fall 

under the sections 'first degree murder' (Mord), 'second degree murder' (Totschlag) or 'bodily 

harm resulting in death' (Körperverletzung mit Todesfolge) (EIGE 2021). The official source 

of data on femicides in Germany are the Police Crime Statistics, which are annually published 

by the German Federal Office of Criminal Investigation (Bundeskriminalamt). According to 

these statistics, in 2019 301 female persons fell victim to 'first degree murder' or 'second 

degree murder', and six of 'bodily harm resulting in death', all in the context of intimate 

partner violence (BKA 2020: 4). Compared to the previous year, the numbers have increased 

in 2020, with 359 female victims of 'first degree murder' or 'second degree murder', and seven 

of 'Bodily harm resulting in death' (ibid. 2021: 5). Data on femicide beyond the context of 

intimate partner violence, however, is not available. 
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In terms of the German news coverage of femicides, the term and concept have only recently 

been introduced into news media discourse (Tagesschau 2021). However, they continue to be 

described as 'crime of passion' (Deutschlandfunk Kultur 2021b) or as 'family tragedy' or 

'jealousy drama' (Wischnewski 2018: 130), without reference to the structural dimension of 

these gender-related killings of women (ibid.). This is not the case, however, for femicides 

occurring in Muslim-marked communities. So-called 'honour killings' have been, as already 

touched upon in the introduction, debated in German news media since Germany’s 'most 

noted' 'honour killing', the murder of the Hatun S. in 2005 (Korteweg/Yurdakul 2010: iii). The 

case of Hatun S., who was shot by her younger brother, initiated a nationwide debate on 

“family violence within Muslim immigrant communities and the responsibility of the German 

state, especially in dealing with honor killing in Germany” (ibid. 2013: 208), even having an 

immediate impact on German immigration and integration policies (Kulaçatan 2013: 132). 

The case of Maryam H., which was mentioned in the introduction and is one of the two cases 

analysed in this thesis, is one of the most recent femicides labelled as 'honour killing' which 

was extensively covered in German news media.  

 

6.2 General Observations 

 

In the following, the analysis of the material is presented, first the case of Dorota L. and then 

the case of Maryam H., with a structural analysis and a detailed analysis being carried out for 

each case. Since the structural analysis revealed that the different newspapers contain the 

same dominant themes expressed with a similar language and discourse positions, the results 

of the structural analyses are presented according to these topics, rather than according to the 

newspapers. The detailed analyses are concerned with the analysis of one article which can be 

described as 'typical article' for each case. Following the structural and the detailed analyses, 

the results are summarised and discussed. 
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Newspaper Number of Online Articles 

on the Case of Dorota L. 

Number of Online Articles 

on the Case of Maryam H. 

Märkische Allgemeine (MAZ) 19 4 

Potsdamer Neuste Nachrichten 

(PNN) 

13 0 

Berliner Zeitung (BZ) 6 14 

Berliner Morgenpost 0 20 

Total 38 38 

 

Table 1. Overview of the Body of Material 

 

Furthermore, prior to the analysis of the material, with regard to the articles collected, it can 

be noted that the case of Dorota L. is reported on in detail in the two local newspapers 

(Potsdam) in 32 articles, whereas the case of Maryam H. is only touched upon in four articles. 

With regard to the regional newspapers (Berlin), the opposite is the case, the Maryam H. case 

is covered in detail in 34 articles, whereas the Dorota L. case is only addressed in six articles. 

While the latter is indicative of the fact that femicide cases associated with the 'German 

majority society' are rarely reported on in supra-local news media, the former suggests that 

local news media might be less concerned with issues which do not directly affect the local 

community.  

 

6.3 The Case of Dorota L. Structural Analysis 

 

In the reporting of the Dorota L. case, the dominating themes, besides the context of the 

killing and the murder trial against the perpetrator, is the concept of femicide and the 

structural dimension of violence against women, as well as the behaviour and character of the 

perpetrator.  
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6.3.1 The Crime, its Context and Consequences 

 

The first central theme is the crime itself, as well as its context, and although this is addressed 

in most articles, the respective first articles published by the three newspapers on this case are 

the ones which center around this theme (MAZ 12.05.2020; ibid. 14.05.2020; PNN 

12.05.2020; BZ 29.03.2021). The content is based on the information provided by public 

prosecution and, in the context of the court case, on the bill of indictment. The first MAZ 

article (12.05.2020), for instance, reports on this case as a man killing his wife “in the garden 

pond” as a result of a dispute, with the man supposedly fleeing from the crime scene with his 

car and then frontally driving into a house wall, being seriously injured as a result. The 

articles furthermore contain information on the arrest warrant which was issued shortly after 

the committing of the crime and that the homicide division is investigating for second degree 

murder (PNN 12.05.2020). In later articles concerning the court case, the context of the crime 

is continually addressed in connection to witness testimonies, such as the testimony of a social 

worker who was in contact with Dorota L. (PNN 16.05.2021). According to the article, the 

social worker stated that Wolfgang L. had already threatened to kill his wife and children 

previous to the crime, which is why Dorota L. filed a charge against him. To the social 

worker‘s regret however, Dorota L. allowed her husband back into their shared apartment and 

withdrew the charge. Similarly, other witness testimonies inform that Wolfgang L. was 

already using violence against his family and former partners (MAZ 27.04.2021; ibid. 

28.04.2021; ibid. 03.05.2021; PNN 04.05.2021; ibid. 27.04.2021). 

 

6.3.2 The Concept of Femicide and Structural Violence against Women 

 

The second central theme is the concept of femicide and the contexualisation of this case 

within structural violence against women. While the first two MAZ articles (12.05.2020; 

14.05.2020) label the case as a “crime of violence” (Gewaltverbrechen) and “relationship 

crime” (Beziehungstat), the articles which follow use the term “femicide”. The PNN 

(21.06.2020) and the BZ (19.05.2021) also label this case a femicide. “Femicide” is 

furthermore defined in two of the newspapers as “the killing of women because of their 
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gender” (MAZ 10.04.2021) or the “gender-specific killing of women” (PNN 12.05.2020), 

respectively. The fact that the term is explained every time it is mentioned indicates that the 

authors assume that the readership is not familiar with its meaning. Some of the articles 

emphasise the structural dimension by pointing out that in Germany in the year 2018 every 

third day a woman was killed by her (male) partner or ex-partner (PNN 12.05.2020; BZ 

19.05.2021), a statement which is retrieved from the annual German Police Crime Statistics
3
, 

as one BZ article (19.05.2021) points out. It is furthermore notable that femicide in these 

newspapers is conceptcualised exclusively in the context of intimate partner violence (MAZ 

10.04.2021; PNN 14.05.2020; BZ 19.05.2021), thus exlcluding homicides which are not 

perpetrated by a male intimate partner or ex-partner.  

Furthermore, the Dorota L. case is placed in the larger thematic context of violence against 

women by quoting statements made by persons who can be considered experts on this topic. 

The MAZ, for instance, dedicated an entire article (10.04.2021) − titled “Femicide. When Men 

kill Women.” (“Femizid. Wenn Männer Frauen töten.”) – to an interview conducted with the 

head of the Potsdam Counseling Centre of the Victim Aid Association of the state of 

Brandenburg. This person is quoted as arguing that the use of this term is supposed to 

counteract the trivialisation and individualisation of this issue. Similarly, one PNN article 

(12.05.2020) the spokeswoman of the Brandenburg Women’s Political Council in explaining 

that the term “femicide” is intended to make clear that these kinds of killings are not 'marriage 

dramas' or 'escalated marital disputes', but targeted killings of women by men. She is 

furthermore quoted for demanding that a “security policy strategy against femicide” be 

implemented and that these crimes “must be understood as politically motivated crimes”. In 

the BZ (19.05.2021), a social scientist who researches violence and gender is quoted as saying 

that men’s claims of ownership over women are central to such crimes as the killing of Dorota 

L.. 

Moreover, some articles also include advice and appeals to the readership with regard to 

violence against women and the threat of femicide. The MAZ article on the interview with the 

head of the Counseling Centre of the Victim Aid Association (10.04.2021) quotes her as 

giving advice as to which measures women who find themselves in the situation of wanting to 

separate from a violent male partner can take. Similarly, in one of the PNN articles 

                                                           
3
 The annual Police Crime Statistics are mentioned in section 6.1, concerning the background to femicide in 

Germany (BKA 2020; ibid. 2021) 
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(12.05.2020), it is the spokeswoman of the Brandenburg Women’s Political Council who is 

cited as linking the case of Dorota L. to the COVID-19 pandemic and calling upon the readers 

of the article to turn their attention to domestic violence against women, particularly in the 

context of pandemic-related isolation measurements. This article even concludes with a set of 

instructions in response to the question “What should you do if you have a suspicion? How 

can you help?” and  provides the number of the national “Violence against Women” help line. 

Some of the following PNN articles also contain this information, including the number of the 

helpline (30.03.2021) and further relevant contacts (16.05.2021). 

As the definition of femicide and the case’s contextualisation within structural violence 

against women in Germany are a relevant theme with regard to the research question, an 

article which focuses on this theme was selected for the detailed analysis. 

 

6.3.3 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the Perpetrator 

 

The third central theme of the articles on the Dorota L. case is the character and behaviour of 

the perpetrator Wolfgang L., which all three newspapers touch upon. The author of the MAZ 

articles which concern the court case (12.04.2021; 13.04.2021; 16.04.2021; 17.04.2021; 

27.04.2021; 28.04.2021; 03.05.2021; 11.05.2021a; 11.05.2021b; 17.05.2021a; 17.05.2021b; 

20.05.2021a; 20.05.2021b; 21.05.2021; 01.01.2022) sheds negative light on the accused, 

primarily by contrasting his character and behaviour with those of the testifying witnesses and 

of the presiding judge. In one of these articles (29.05.2021), the testimony given by Wolfgang 

L. is described as “excessive” and “obsessed with detail”. The author highlights that rather 

than showing regret or remorse (29.05.2021), the accused “dismayed” everyone present in the 

courtroom with his behaviour (27.04.2021). The author pictures that the “calm” and 

“sensitive” presiding judge was challenged by Wolfgang L.‘s behaviour, who “strained the 

patience of all those involved in the trial through his talkativeness, his accusations, his 

provocations and crudity” (27.04.2021) and who also got into an argument with his own 

defence lawyer (27.04.2021; 20.05.2021). In the articles dealing with the testimonies of the 

accused's and the victim's children in court, the author extends this contrast to the description 

of the childrens‘ behaviour and character as well. The fifteen-year-old son is described as 

“objective” and without “emotional outbursts” (13.04.2021; 20.05.2021), and his twelve-year-
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old sister to have a “confident, controlled manner” (03.05.2021). This contrasting has the 

effect that the accused is represented as a dangerous, irrational and self-absorbed person – 

further reinforced by describing the accused as a “ticking time bomb” (11.05.2021a). He is 

represented as a deviation of supposedly everyone else, of the 'normal'. The portrayal of the 

accused as a deviation and a violent disruption is also supported by the author’s description of 

the crime scene as an idyllic, paradisical “holiday location” (16.04.2021; 01.02.2022), which 

was disrupted with “panic” and “despair” by the crime (16.04.2021). The author, moreover, is 

dismissive of the alleged sucidial intentions of Wolfgang L. following the crime. She writes 

that he claims to have wanted to kill himself, but that the psychiatric expert however did not 

classify Wolfgang L. as suicidal (20.05.2021). 

The PNN and BZ similarly focus on the perpetrator’s behaviour and character. In the PNN 

articles, the state of Wolfgang L.‘s health is highlighted by pointing out that due to the 

consequences of his suicide attempt, he had to be operated because of “open limb fractures on 

his legs” and entered the courtroom using crutches (15.04.2021). Although it is also indicated 

in these articles that the accused is a danger to those around him – in one article, the defense 

lawyer standing between Wolfgang L. and his testifying daughter is described as “a safety 

barrier” (04.05.2021) – he is also pictured as a person in need of help. This is accomplished 

by the highlighting of Wolfgang L.‘s injuries but also by one of the authors describing him as 

“pitiful” (04.05.2021). In the BZ, the accused is, similar to the representation in the MAZ, 

described as a “talkative man” who “finds no end” during his testimony (12.04.2021). It is 

furthermore highlighted that witnesses describe him as a “dazzler” who behaved like a 

“dictator” and “tyrannised” his family (27.04.2021), as well as that a psychiatric expert 

certifies that Wolfgang L. has a narcissistic personality disorder and is furthermore arrogant, 

vain, despotic, self-serving, revengeful and a liar (11.05.2021). According to this expert, the 

article states, his wife wishing to divorce him was “the maximum insult” to the accused. 

Another BZ article (19.05.2021) continues the characterisation of the accused as “angry”, 

“reproachful” and as having “two faces” – charming, but also controlling, short-tempered and 

violent. The author describes Wolfgang L. as having “threatened, stalked, controlled, beaten” 

all of his female partners, “viewed women as his property” and wanted to “punish” Dorota L. 

for separating from him (20.5.2021). Thus, whereas the behaviour and character of the 

perpetrator is dealt with in detail in these articles, there is very little information on Dorota L. 
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herself, apart from the fact that she was a “mother of two” (MAZ 17.04.2021) and Polish-born 

(PNN 15.04.2021; ibid. 27.04.2021).  

 

6.4 The Case of Dorota L. Detailed Analysis 

 

For the following detailed analysis, the article “Beginning of Court Proceedings in Potsdam. 

Werder Man is charged with Murder.” (“Prozessbeginn in Potsdam. Werderaner wegen 

Mordes angeklagt.”), published by the PNN (30.04.2021), was chosen. This is due to the 

article addressing the concept of femicide and the case’s contextualisation within structural 

violence against women in Germany, including a direct appeal, as well as the in the articles 

analysed applied definition of femicide as fatal intimate partner violence.  

In terms of the institutional context of the online article “Beginning of Court Proceedings in 

Potsdam. Werder Man is charged with Murder.” (“Prozessbeginn in Potsdam. Werderaner 

wegen Mordes angeklagt.”), it should be noted that it was published on 30
th

 April 30 2021, on 

the occasion of the beginning of the murder trial against Wolfgang L., on the website of the 

local daily newspaper Potsdamer Neuste Nachrichten (PNN). This newspaper is described as 

liberal in terms of its political orientation (Eurotopics 2022a). The PNN is one of the two daily 

newspapers based in the city of Potsdam. The article appeared in the section “Potsdam-

Mittelmark”, which is the name of a district in Potsdam that includes the town of Werder, 

where the killing of Dorota L. occured. The mentioning of the town of Werder in the title 

indicates that the article is explicitly aimed at a local audience. There is no further information 

available on the author, Gudrun Janicke, it is only stated that they authored 464 articles 

published on the newspaper’s website (PNN 2022). 

Concerning the text surface and the content of this article, it is notable that the lead states that 

the 65-year-old man drowned his wife in a pond and shot his son in the face when he wanted 

to help his mother. The article itself deals with the crime and its context according to the bill 

of indictment, as well as with information provided for the readers as to which measures they 

could take if they want to help a woman who is affected by gender-related violence or if they 

are affected themselves. In the following, the article is summarised, as well as further 

analysed with regard to the text surface, the linguistic and rhetorical devices and its content- 

and ideology-related statements. 
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The first two paragraphs of the article inform the reader that the murder trial of the man who 

is accused of stabbing and drowning his wife in May 2020 had begun the day before. The 

article then touches upon the fact that women's associations described this case as so-called 

femicide, that is the “killing of women because of their gender”. The article then describes 

that on the first day of the trial, the indictment was read out, according to which the woman 

wanted to separate from her husband and had moved to a holiday apartment with her two 

children. This is the place where, on the day of the crime, the accused appeared and 

threatened his wife with a pistol. The following paragraphs, under the subheading “Son shot 

in the face with an alarm pistol” (“Sohn mit Schreckschusspistole ins Gesicht geschossen”),  

describe the course of the criminal offence. According to this description, the woman fled into 

the garden, where she slipped and fell into a pond and was then attacked by the accused, who 

stabbed her up to four times, critically injuring her lungs. He is said to have kept her head 

under water until he was sure that she was dead and to have shot his son in the face with the 

alarm gun when he tried to help his mother. According to the indictment, the accused 

furthermore threatened another witness who also wanted to help with a knife and the alarm 

pistol. Following the criminal offence, the accused fled in his car and crashed into a wall, 

seriously injuring himself. Then it is pointed out that ten days are scheduled for the trial and 

that in the next court hearing the first witnesses, including the son, are to testify.  

In the last paragraph, under the subheading “What should you do if you have a suspicion? 

How can you help?” (“Was sollte man tun, wenn man einen Verdacht hat? Wie kann man 

helfen?”), the article includes the telephone number of the Germany-wide help line “Violence 

against Women”, where advice is given to women affected by violence, but also to 

neighbours, friends and relatives. When calling this helpline, you are jointly reflecting as to to 

how affected women can best be supported. Furthermore, the article states that in Germany 

there is the Protection Against Violence Act (Gewaltschutzgesetz), which ensures that 

perpetrators can be expelled from their home without judicial decision, so that the affected 

women and children can stay there securely. At the end of the article, the first article 

published in the PNN on the Dorota L. case is linked. 

The aim of this article is to provide the reader with information on the criminal offence and its 

context, as well as with information on which measures you can take if you personally know 

women affected by violence or are affected yourself. Furthermore, with regard to the author's 

intended effect, it can, based on the choice of words in the title and lead of the article, be 
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assumed that they aimed at attracting and keeping the readers‘ attention. Firstly, the reference 

to the town of Werder in the title draws the local readers‘ attention due to the reporting of a 

crime in geographical proximity to them and thus conveys the notion that these kinds of 

crimes are “close” to them. Secondly, the lead highlights the gruesome circumstances of the 

crime by mentioning the manner of the killing – drowning in a garden pond – and that the 

perpetrator is assumed to have shot his son in the face. The fact that the author does not 

clarify here that the weapon was an alarm pistol, not a lethal firearm, adds shock value to this 

description. This effect is furthermore highlighted by the photo which is positioned under the 

lead (Image 1.), which shows a damaged car next to a house wall and carries the subheading 

“After the crime, the accused drove into a house wall in the industrial area in Plötzin.” (“Nach 

der Tat fuhr der Beschuldigte gegen eine Hauswand im Industriegebiet in Plötzin.”). The 

photo is an illustration of the contents of the article with regard to the alleged perpetrator’s 

escape following the criminal offence, in the context of which he crashed his car into a house 

wall . This image, which was featured in several other articles (MAZ 14.05.2020; BZ 

29.03.2021; PNN 12.05.2020; ibid. 14.05.2020), indicates that there is a focus on the 

perpetrator‘s actions, but also, given the impersonality of this image, that the privacy of the 

family is kept.  

 

Image 1. (PNN 30.03.2021) 

The text does not contain any notable linguistic and rhetorical devices, such as metaphors, 

allegories or irony, and neither is collective symbolism. In terms of language, only the 

aforementioned choice of words in the lead of the article is noteworthy. The use of the words 

“drowned” (“ertränkte”) and “shot […] in the face” (“schoss […] ins Gesicht”) highlight the 

cruel circumstances of the crime. Furthermore to be noted is the choice of words in the last 
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paragraph, which states that when calling the “Violence against Women” helpline, it is 

“jointly reflected” (“Gemeinsam wird überlegt”) as to how the respective women affected by 

violence can best be supported. This choice of words underlines the notion conveyed in the 

article that gender-related violence against women is an issue which needs to be tackled 

together, by all of society.  

It becomes clear that the discourse strand of the Dorota L. case − which is concerned with the 

crime, its context and its consequences – is intertwined with the discourse strands of “defining 

femicide” and “preventing violence against women”. This is achieved through the reference to 

the womens‘ associations conceptualising the case as a femicide and through the reference to 

the “Violence against Women” helpline and other potential options for action. These 

intertwinings have the effect that the case of Dorota L. is placed in a larger structural context 

of (lethal) violence against women. Another aim of the article thus seems to be to familiarise 

the reader with the structural dimension of this kind of violence and with the term “femicide”. 

The fact that the term is explained in the article indicates that is assumed that the readership is 

not familiar with its meaning. By directly approaching the reader and inquiring after violence 

against women in their personal environment furthermore effects to the readers experiencing 

the immediate vicinity of this violence and risk of femicide. In terms of content and ideology-

related statements it can thus be concluded that this article acknowledges the structural 

dimension and gravity of these gender-related (lethal) violence against women in Germany. 

Additionally, the articles addresses preventive measures by making readers aware of potential 

options for action on the personal level. This reveals the basic premise that (lethal) violence 

against women is a societal issue which needs to be addressed and tackled. The personal 

standpoint of the author − concerning the case, the term “femicide” and the issue of violence 

against women – does not become apparent, as the article is not an argumentative text, but 

mainly consists of the presentation of information taken from previous PNN articles and the 

bill of indictment.  
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6.5 The Case of Maryam H. Structural Analysis 

 

The central themes in the articles reporting on the Maryam H. case, besides the crime itself, as 

well as its context and the subsequent trial, are the public debate on terminology concerning 

the use of the terms “femicide”/“honour killing”, the political debate on “integration”, as well 

as the motif of the “two worlds” and 'the Muslim woman' freeing herself from oppression by 

turning towards a 'Western' lifestyle. Furthermore, Maryam H.‘s nationality, as well as the 

parallels between this case and that of Hatun S. in 2005
4
 are continously pointed out.  

 

6.5.1 The Crime, its Context and Consequences 

 

The articles describe the crime based on the statements of the public prosecution office and 

later the bill of indictment. The first MAZ article (10.08.2021), for instance, describes that, 

according to public prosecution, a mother of two from Afghanistan was murdered by her two 

brothers in Berlin, who then transported her body in a suitcase on a train to Bavaria, where 

they buried her. In terms of the assumed motive, this article states that the public prosecution 

statement referred to an “offended sense of honour”, as Maryam H.‘s lifestyle did not 

conform to her brothers‘ moral standards. Prior to the killing, one of Maryam H.‘s brothers 

had put her under “massive [...] pressure” and policed her to see whether she was living her 

life “according to the rules of a backward, male-dominated Islamic society”. Articles 

published in the BZ (06.08.2021) and the Berliner Morgenpost (06.08.2021) contain the same 

information. These articles furthermore refer to the 'honour killing' of Hatun S., arguing that 

there are parallels between this case and the killing of Maryam H., with regard to the 

circumstances and context. This paralleling, as well as the highlighting of the motive 

according to public prosecution have the effect that the case of Maryam H. is represented as 

an 'honour killing', even though it is not explicitly stated. Although both the BZ (06.08.2021) 

and the Berliner Morgenpost (06.08.2021) include that, according to the women’s rights 

organisation Terre des Femmes, “honour killings” occur “in all parts of the world” and are not 

related to religion, but to patriarchal structures, this view is not supported throughout the 

articles.  

                                                           
4
 This case is touched upon in section 6.1 on the background to femicide in Germany. 
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6.5.2 The Terminology Debate “Femicide”/“Honour Killing” 

 

The second central topic is the terminology debate, which refers to a controversy around the 

terms “femicide” and “honour killing”, which was initiated by the Berlin Senator for Social 

Affairs, Elke Breitenbach of the Left party. She, with regard to this case, argued against the 

use of the term “honour killing” and in favour of the use of the term “femicide” – defining the 

latter as “the killing of women because of their gender” (MAZ 10.08.2021). All three 

newspapers address this statement, and the MAZ (10.08.2021), as well as the Berliner 

Morgenpost (08.08.2021) quote two reaction statements of German public persons which 

criticise Breitenbach’s standpoint. The women's rights activist and lawyer Seyran Ateş is 

quoted stating that the “honour” concept only exists in “non-Western” societies and that in 

“classic German families” crimes like these would not happen. The author and psychologist 

Ahmad Mansour argues that there are differences between “Arab societies” and “Germany” 

with regard to women's rights. These statements reproduce racialising views insofar as that 

the 'German majority society' (“classic German families”, “Germany”) and the 'Muslim Other' 

(“Arabic societies”) are being polarised (Attia 2013: 7) and although the authors do not 

position themselves in favour of these statements, they are nonetheless given space in these 

articles.  

Regarding the terminology debate, it should be noted that the BZ also published two opinion 

articles, both arguing in favour of the term “honour killing” while at the same time 

demonstrating as to how widely the definitions of “honour killing” and “femicide” used in 

news reports vary – an observation which coincides with the findings of Shier and Shor that 

labelling practices concerning this topic in newspapers are based on fluid, fuzzy definitions 

(2016: 1164). The authors argue from different points of view as to why the term “honour 

killing” should not be replaced by that of “femicide”. The author of the first article (BZ 

10.08.2021) argues that “honour killings” have specific characteristics and that being specific 

does not equal being racist. She points to the murder of Hatun S. and argues that supporters of 

the term “femicide” would not consider the specific experiences of certain women and girls 

and thus would not be able to provide them with appropriate support. She concludes that 

“every honour killing is a femicide, but not every femicide is an honour killing”, however also 

stating that she is uncomfortable with the term “honour killing” and that it should be replaced. 

The author of the second article (BZ 13.08.2021) argues that the term “honour killing” is well-
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known among the German population and should not be replaced by an unknown, academic 

and abstract term such as “femicide”. He furthermore criticises that “femicide” only refers to 

lethal intimate partner violence and focuses solely on women as victims, concluding that “not 

all femicides are honour killings, but not all honour killings are femicides either”.  

 

6.5.3 The Political Integration Debate  

 

The third main topic is the integration debate which, in the words of the MAZ, was a debate 

which “flared up” following the crime and concerning its “political background regarding 

integration” (10.08.2021), initiated by a conservative politician of the CDU party, Kai 

Wegner. Wegner, in reaction to the Maryam H. case, publicly called for “an open debate on 

failed integration due to archaic values which are brought to Germany from the countries of 

origin” (MAZ 10.08.2021). One BZ article (07.08.2021) furthermore quotes Wegner saying 

that Germany is a “free country” in which the Basic Law (Grundgesetz) is applied, not the 

Sharia. This crime, according to Wegner, has nothing to do with the “liberal” and 

“cosmopolitan” city of Berlin and that it is in particular “young women with a migration 

background” who “repeatedly become victims of intimidation and violence by their families”. 

In addition to this, two Berliner Morgenpost articles (19.08.2021a; 19.08.2021b) report on the 

Berlin CDU introducing a “Ten-Point Plan for successful Integration in Berlin”, presented by 

Wegner. This plan states that migration problems must be clearly identified and labelled as 

such and, referring to Breitenbach and the terminology debate, that “it is of no help to anyone 

if we obscure the motives behind so-called honour killings or dissolve them in the context of 

intimate partner violence” (19.08.2021a).  

These statements made by Wegner, as representative of the CDU in Berlin, with his statement 

on “imported archaic values” − which evidently relates to the function of racism to externalise 

certain social problems (Attia 2007: 13), such as certain killings of women being “migrant 

problems” − reproduces the hierarchical conceptualisation of Muslim-marked people as 

backward (Shooman 2012). The notion of misogyny and violence against women being 

brought into the German society from the outside also indicates the usage of collective 

symbolism as identified by Jäger and Zimmermann (2019: 71), with the outside being coded 

negatively as backward, misogynist and dangerous and affecting the positively-coded inside. 
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The reference to the Sharia furthermore makes clear that Wegner is speaking about Muslim-

marked migrants who allegedly do not want to integrate and adapt to the “German values” of 

freedom and diversity, discursively linking 'honour killings' to Muslim people and their faith. 

Since Wegner uses the killing of Maryam H. as “proof” of the lack of integration and as a 

reason for an "integration debate", he also applies the stereotype of the 'oppressed Muslim 

woman' who needs to be “saved” from her family and cultural environment. 

 

6.5.4 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 

The fourth central theme of the articles concerns the representation of Maryam H. herself as 

living in “two worlds” and turning to a “Western” lifestyle, characterised by “freedom” and 

“self-determination”, which becomes clearest in the BZ articles. One BZ article (27.12.2021) 

explains that Maryam H. was killed by her brothers as a “punishment for her Western 

lifestyle”, while two other ones (18.02.2022; 01.03.2022) introduce the motif of the “two 

worlds”. In the first of these articles (18.02.2022) Maryam H. is argued to have been an 

Afghan woman on her path to emancipate from her misogynist, archaic-patriarchal “old 

world”, in which she was forcibly married. In her “new world” however, which made her 

more self-confident, she wore form-fitting, modern clothes and got together with a new 

partner whom she loved – “the promise of a self-determined life”. The article furthermore 

points out that Maryam H.‘s son had testified that his uncles had told him to police his mother 

and beat her if necessary. The “two worlds” metaphor is similar to the representation of 

Fadime S.'s case – while the perpetrators, and thus the victims‘ families, are described as 

belonging to another world, an “alien culture” (Reimers 2007: 249) and lacking integration 

(ibid.: 247 f.), the female victim is constructed as a wanderer between worlds, as situated in-

between the 'Us' and the 'Other' (ibid.: 251). Just like Fadime, Maryam is represented as a 

woman who wanted to be “free” (BZ 18.2.2022; ibid. 01.03.2022) and strived for a “Western 

lifestyle” marked by freedom, equality and modernity (Reimers 2007: 252) – a culturally 

racist interpretation of the crime. 

This theme is also present in the testimony of a friend of Maryam H. during the court trial, 

which all three newspapers report on in detail (MAZ 11.03.2022; BZ 09.03.2022; ibid. 

11.03.2022; Berliner Morgenpost 09.03.2022; ibid. 11.03.2022). The MAZ article 
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(11.03.2022) reports the witness‘ statement that Maryam H. had “great respect” for her 

brothers and always had changed her clothes and wore a headscarf when they came to visit 

her. Furthermore, according to her, Maryam had done a lot for her family, by sending money 

to Afghanistan, but none of them were present at her funeral. The testifying witness had met 

Maryam H. in a refugee home as a shy and serious woman, who changed however once she 

separated from her Afghan husband and then started to “thrive” and make plans for the future 

before she was killed. The BZ and Berliner Morgenpost articles contain similar information, 

with the Berliner Morgenpost adding the detail that according to the witness, Maryam’s father 

did not talk to his daughter anymore after she divorced her abusive husband, a marriage which 

was arranged by her father (09.03.2022). As there were several witness testimonies during the 

trial, this raises the question as to why this testimony in particular is reported on in such detail 

by all three newspapers. This portrayal of Maryam H. certainly gives the impression of her as 

a good person who was respectful towards her family whom she was betrayed by, while at the 

same time detaching herself and striving for a career. Thus it also relates to the stereotype of 

'the oppressed Muslim woman' who is being controlled by her family, in particular by her 

male family members as forms of 'the violent Muslim man', who try to dictate her lifestyle, 

and resembles the representation of Fadime S., whose having career ambitions was interpreted 

in dominant discourse as having “Swedish” values (Reimers 2007: 251).  

As the motif of the “two worlds” and the concomitant attributions regarding Maryam H. and 

her family as a theme is of particular interest with regard to the research question – since it is 

directly related the representation of this femicide case − an article which focuses on this 

theme was selected for the detailed analysis. 

 

6.6 The Case of Maryam H. Detailed Analysis 

 

For the following detailed analysis, the article “Honour Killing Lawsuit begins. The two 

Worlds of Maryam H.” (“Ehrenmord-Prozess beginnt. Die zwei Welten der Maryam H.”), 

published by the BZ (18.02.2022), was chosen. This is due to the article addressing the motif 

of Maryam H. existing between “two worlds”, as well as the terminology debate and the 

parallels between the Maryam H. case and the Hatun S. case. 
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Regarding the institutional context of the online article “Honour Killing Lawsuit begins. The 

two Worlds of Maryam H.” (“Ehrenmord-Prozess beginnt. Die zwei Welten der Maryam 

H.”), it should be noted that it was published on February 18, 2022, by the regional daily 

newspaper Berliner Zeitung (BZ), which is described as left-liberal in terms of political 

affiliation (Eurotopics 2022b). The article appeared in the section “Mensch-Metropole” 

(“human-metropolis”) and was published on the occasion of the imminent beginning of the 

trial against the brothers of Maryam H., who are accused of having murdered their sister. The 

author of this article, Katrin Bischoff, is an author and court reporter (BZ 2022). Concerning 

the text surface and the content, it can be noted that the lead states that Maryam H. had to die 

because she violated the “archaic values” of her Afghan family and that her brothers will 

stand trial as of March. The article itself deals with the crime’s precedings with regard to 

Maryam H.‘s life in Berlin, as well as the crime itself and the investigations. In the following, 

the article is summarised and further analysed.  

The article describes that the testimony of Maryam’s children revealed that preceding the 

crime, the brothers Yousuf and Mahdi H. had, under a pretext, measured their sister’s height 

and weight. Following this, they had bought a suitcase in which they later transported 

Maryam H.‘s body. Then a reference is made to the court case against the brothers, which is 

scheduled to begin in early March. The murder of Maryam H. by her brothers, the article 

states, initiated a debate on the term “honour killing”, which was a central topic of the 2021 

election campaign in Berlin. Furthermore, this case “caused a stir throughout Germany”, since 

Maryam H. was killed because of her “Western lifestyle”, which did not correspond to her 

family’s “antiquated moral concepts”. Maryam H. was in the process of emancipating and 

detaching herself from her patriarchal “old world”, which interprets violations of traditional 

values as a punishable violation of a supposed honour. In her “new world in Berlin”, Maryam 

H. became self-confident, began to wear figure-accentuating clothes and separated from her 

Afghan husband, to whom she had been forcibly married. Following this, she moved to a 

refugee home with her children in 2019 and entered a relationship with a new man whom she 

loved. The divorce meant a loss of honour for their family and Maryam’s brothers reacted by 

threatening her new partner, as well as instructing her son to police, and if necessary, beat his 

mother. According to the investigators of this crime, Maryam had long suspected that her 

brothers wanted to kill her. 
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The following paragraphs deal with the crime itself and its consequences. The brothers are 

said to have lured Maryam H. out of the house under a pretext, killed her together and then 

transported her body in a suitcase on a train from Berlin to Bavaria. In the context of the 

investigations, the police eventually found Maryam's body buried in a forest, it was found that 

she had died from choking and a throat cut. The article then quotes the spokeswoman of the 

Task Force against Forced Marriages of the Berlin district Berlin-Kreuzberg, who points out 

that this case parallels that of Hatun S., who was shot by one of her younger brothers in Berlin 

in 2005. Hatun S. also wanted to break free from the archaic structures of her Turkish family 

and had lead a “Western-oriented life”, separating from her Turkish husband whom she was 

forced to marry. According to the spokeswoman, forced marriages are not uncommon in 

Berlin, and neither are “honour killings”, according to the author of the article. Concluding 

the article, it is stated that Yousuf and Mahdi H. denied the allegations made by public 

prosecution and their defense lawyers assume that the murder trial is going to be 

“conflictual”.  

With regard to the aim of this article, it becomes clear that the author intends to inform the 

readership of the relevant aspects of this crime and its context in light of the imminent 

beginning of the court case. In doing so, she contextualises the case of Maryam H. as an 

“honour killing” and, based on the choice of words in the title and lead, emphasises that 

Maryam H. lived in two, non-overlapping – non-compatible (Shooman 2014: 61) − worlds at 

once and, attempting to “escape” her “old world” to the supposedly better “new world”, was 

killed as a punishment for this “trespassing”. The idealisation of the 'Western' city of Berlin as 

an emancipatory, enlightened and progressive place (Shooman 2012) can very clearly be 

observed in the author’s description of Maryam’s “new world” as a safe space, which offers 

the possibilities of a self-determined life for women and the embracing of “true love” rather 

than having forced relationships. The representation of Maryam H. as striving towards what is 

here coded as a “Western” lifestyle is further highlighted by a photo which shows Maryam H. 

in figure-accentuating clothes. The fact that this picture (Image 2.) is not pixelated indicates 

that the author wants the readers to know and remember Maryam H.‘s face and her case. This 

is reminiscent of the representation of Fadime S. as a kind of “martyr for the Swedish way of 

living” (Reimers 2007: 252). 
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Image 2. (BZ 18.02.2022) 

The discourse strand of the Maryam H. case is in this article intertwined with the discourse 

strands of the terminology debate, which is connected to the topic of how to define “honour 

killings”, as well as to the discourse strand of the Hatun S. case. The latter intertwining of 

discourses, for one, shows that the Hatun S. case as a discursive event is still present in 

German news media discourse when the topic of “honour killing” is adressed. Furthermore, 

the paralleling has the effect that the “values” of Maryam’s Afghan family, which in this 

article as used as explanation for her killing, are conflated with those of the family of Hatun S. 

from Turkey. This contributes to the essentialising and homogenising representation of 

Muslim-marked people, who are constructed as one group based on their shared characteristic 

of religion (Attia 2013: 7 f.), although the families are from different countries and speak 

different languages.  

The content and ideology-related statements made in this article are closely linked to the 

linguistic and rhetorical devices used, since it becomes clear that the author draws on 

culturally-racist notions with regard to the representation of this case, which is most evident in 

the “two worlds”-metaphor. The metaphor indicates that the “two worlds” correspond to what 

Jäger and Zimmermann term the “Inside” and the “Outside” of society (Jäger/Zimmermann 

2019: 71). The “Inside”/“our World” is coded as positive – signified, according to the 

contents of the article, by freedom, equality and modernity – and the “Outside”/“the Other 
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world” as negative – signified by archaic values, violence and male domination. This 

representation coincides with the construction of Muslim-marked people as a homogenous, 

clearly distinguishable group (Attia 2013: 7) and which is hierarchically situated lower as 

'Westerners' (Shooman 2012), since they adhere to values which are portrayed as outdated. By 

describing the actions of Maryam H.‘s brothers, as murdering their sister in the name of these 

values, without providing any details on the persons as individuals, the author of the article 

draws on 'the barbaric Muslim man' (Castro-Varela/Mecheril 2016: 10 f.). Furthermore, the 

stereotype of 'the oppressed Muslim woman' whose actions are being monitored by her 

family, in particular her male family mambers who do not refrain from resorting to physical 

violence, informs the representation of Maryam H. Furthermore, the use of the “two worlds” 

metaphor has the effect that this crime is associated with another “world”, rather than the 

German society. While it is adressed that “honour killings” are not uncommon in Germany, 

there is no further information on the structural dimension of these crimes, apart from 

referencing the Hatun S. case. This has the effect that, as a reader, one does not have the 

impression that this issue concerns the whole of German society, but rather one of foreign 

societies (Afghanistan, Turkey) and their values and traditions. 

 

6.7 Summary and Discussion of the Analysis Results 

 

6.7.1 The Usage of Different Labels and Contextualisations 

 

First of all, it can be ascertained that there are barely any differences in the representation of 

the respective case in the different local and regional newspapers and thus represent the same 

discourse positions, which is unusual, given that they are associated with different political 

orientations. With regard to the labelling of femicide cases, the analysis of the articles 

furthermore revealed, that the two cases are labelled differently. It is noticeable that − while 

the Dorota L. case is unquestioningly referred to as “femicide” − in the context of the 

Maryam H. case, the use of the term “honour killing” is not only used, but advocated for, both 

by authors (BZ 10.08.2021; ibid. 13.08.2021) and by public figures or politicians who are 

quoted in the articles (MAZ 10.08.2021; Berliner Morgenpost 08.08.2021; ibid. 19.08.2021a). 

Furthermore, it should be noted that “femicide” is exclusively defined in the context of 
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intimate partner violence in the articles analysed, by experts (MAZ 10.04.2021), authors (BZ 

13.08.2021), as well as by politicians, as Wegner’s quoted statement demonstrates (Berliner 

Morgenpost 19.08.2021a). This points towards the fact that the broad definition of femicide, 

which includes, for instance, family members, as well as strangers, is not present in the public 

and political consciousness in Germany. Moreover, the argument is put forward that the 

umbrella term “femicide” would obscure the specific features of “honour killings” (Berliner 

Morgenpost 19.08.2021a; BZ 10.08.2021). 

Furthermore, the material analysed indicates that femicide cases associated with the 'German 

majority society' are barely discussed in supra-local news media (see Table 1. in section 6.2) – 

they are, however, with regard to the analysis of the Dorota L. case, not trivialised, as was 

argued until recently (Wischnewski 2018), but contextualised as femicides. The results of the 

analysis indicate that the term “femicide” has found its way into the German news media 

discourse, however in its narrow definition – meaning that femicide cases occuring in the 

'German majority society' are no longer labelled as 'family tragedies', 'crimes of passion' or 

similar, but as 'femicides'. As the structural analysis of the Dorota L. case revealed, some 

articles even cite experts in saying the term “femicide” is used to make clear that these 

killings are targeted killings perpetrated by men against women (PNN 12.05.2020) and to 

counteract the trivialisation and individualisation of these crimes (MAZ 10.04.2021). This 

pointing towards the fact that a reflection process concerning labelling has taken place. 

However, this does not apply to femicide cases associated with the Muslim-marked minority, 

which continue to be labelled as “honour killings”. The proposal of politician Breitenbach to 

apply the term “femicide” in this context as well, is addressed in the articles, but has no 

impact on the labelling. The usage of the unquestioned narrow definition of “femicide” results 

in the exclusion of femicide cases in which the perpetrator is a family member, such as the 

killing of Maryam H., from the concept, allowing for these cases to be labelled differently. 

These dominant labelling practices support the racialising representation of these femicide 

cases in so far as that they portray femicides associated with the 'German majority society' 

and those associated with the Muslim-marked minority as two fundamentally different 

phenomena. 
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6.7.2 The Racialisation of Muslim-marked People and Maryam H.‘s Family 

 

With regard to the research question of racialising representations of femicides in German 

news reports, based on the analysis it can also be stated that aspects of racialisation processes 

are recognisable, as well as the recourse to racial stereotypes. In terms of the central aspects 

of racialisation, it is noticeable with regard to homogenisation (Attia 2013: 7) that in the 

articles on the Maryam H. case, Muslim-marked people are conceptualised as a homogeneous 

group. This is made particularly clear by the continuous parallelisation of this case with the 

case of Hatun S., although the families of the two women come from different countries. In 

addition, “Germany” or “classic German families” − representative of 'the West' − and 

“Arabic societies” or migrants' “countries of origin” – representative of 'the Muslim Other' − 

are contrasted. In other words, they are being polarised (Attia 2013: 7). The idea that these 

two – incompatible (Shooman 2014: 61) – entities do not overlap is made particularly clear by 

the metaphor of the “two worlds” used in the BZ (18.02.2022), with Maryam H. being 

represented as a sort of wanderer between these worlds.  

In addition, the representation of the two homogeneously and polarly constructed groups as 

existing in a hierarchical relationship is clearly recognisable. On the one hand, the values of 

the Muslim family H. are described as “archaic” (MAZ 10.08.2021) or “antiquated” (BZ 

18.02.2022) and therefore associated with pre-modern times, which, according to Shooman, is 

an aspect of hierarchisation (2014: 62). Furthermore, “Germany” is signified by “freedom” 

(BZ 07.08.2021) and “modernity” − especially in relation to love and choice of clothing, as 

the detailed analysis of the Maryam H. case shows (BZ 18.02.2022) − as well as by “self-

determination”, e.g. with in relation to career aspirations (MAZ 11.03.2022; BZ 09.03.2022; 

ibid. 11.03.2022; Berliner Morgenpost 09.03.2022; ibid. 11.03.2022). 'The Muslim Other' on 

the other hand, represented by the brothers Yousuf and Mahdi H., is not only associated with 

“archaic values” and thus with backwardness, but also with violent behaviour and misogyny 

(MAZ 10.08.2021; BZ 18.02.2022). This representation is not only in line with the hierarchical 

construction of 'Westerners' and 'Muslims' as identified by Shooman (2012), but also with the 

findings of Korteweg and Yurdakul (2009: 234), as well as of Shier and Shor (2016: 1175 f.). 

In the context of these racialised depictions of Maryam H.‘s family and her brothers, the 

analysis also reveals that there is no further information on the brothers, beyond the above 

mentioned culturally-racist and stereotypical attributions. This stands in stark contrast to the 
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representation of the perpetrator in the Dorota L. case, whose character is discussed in detail 

(MAZ 29.05.2021; PNN 04.05.2021; BZ 11.05.2021). In the articles analysed, the motive for 

his crime is thought of in relation to his character and personal psychological state rather than 

in relation to his family or cultural background. This analysis result is similar to the findings 

of Shier and Shor who, in their analysis of Canadian newspapers, found that femicide cases 

labeled as 'family murders' are explained by the perpetrator's psychological makeup and 

personality, while those labeled as 'honour killings' are explained based on religion and 

culture (2016: 1164). This association of “honour killings” with a specific national or cultural 

background and thus the externalisation of the “honour killing” as a social issue from the 

'German majority society' contrasts with the conveyed proximity of the “femicide” 

phenomenon in the articles on the Dorota L. case. In these latter articles, the readership is 

given the impression that the risk of femicide and violence against women is a structural 

problem which is firmly established in the 'German majority society' and which may even 

affect people in their personal environment. 

 

6.7.3 The Racialisation of Maryam H.  

 

With regard to the representation of the victims, the analysis showed that Dorota L. as a 

person is barely touched upon, while Maryam H. is described in more detail. One striking 

aspect which the analysis revealed is that Dorota L.'s Polish nationality is only mentioned in 

four of the 38 articles which deal with her case (PNN 27.04.2021; ibid. 04.05.2021; ibid. 

16.05.2021; ibid. 18.05.2021), but that Maryam H.'s nationality is addressed in each of the 38 

articles dealing with her case. Through a detailed depiction of Maryam H. as a woman who 

lived in “two worlds”, she is − especially with the aid of the testimony of her friend (MAZ 

11.03.2022; BZ 09.03.2022; ibid. 11.03.2022; Berliner Morgenpost 09.03.2022; ibid. 

11.03.2022) – stylised into a tragic heroine figure. She is represented as a woman who 

struggled to break away from cultural constraints and her misogynistic, abusive family to 

embrace a self-determined 'Western' life, characterised by emancipation and freedom. There 

is a clear culturally-racist message here, as this “fighting” of Muslim-marked women for a 

'Western' lifestyle and against the alleged lifestyle of Muslim-marked people is assessed as 

something positive, since the latter lifestyle is assumed to be oppressive to women. The 

central issue here is that the above mentioned negative, hierarchising characteristics are not 
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only ascribed to Maryam H.‘s family but to entire societies, namely “Arabic societies” 

(Berliner Morgenpost 08.08.2021) or the societies of migrants‘ “countries of origin” (MAZ 

08.10.2021). Furthermore, the representation of Maryam H. resembles that of Fadime S., who, 

as Reimers finds in her study, after her killing was stylised “as a martyr for the Swedish way 

of living” (Reimers 2007: 252). 

 

6.7.4 The Stereotype of 'the Violent Muslim Man' in Need of Integration 

 

The stereotype of 'the violent Muslim man', which is applied in the articles with regard to the 

brothers Yousuf and Mahdi H., is closely linked to the notion of them lacking “integration”, a 

representation which stems from the alleged need to educate the “Other man” present in 

colonial discourses (Attia 2007: 11). The crime labelled as “honour killing” is explained by 

the supposed 'lack of integration' – this is particularly evident in the articles that explain the 

statements by the conservative politician Wegner (MAZ 10.08.2021; BZ 07.08.2021) and the 

“Ten-Point Plan for successful integration in Berlin” by the CDU party (Berliner Morgenpost 

19.08.2021a; ibid. 19.08.2021b). This explanation of "honour killings" through supposed 

integration deficits was also found in the previous study by Reimers (2007). Wegner, in his 

statement that it is young women with a migration background in particular who are 

oppressed by their families, also draws on the “oppressed Muslim woman” stereotype − 

which draws on the image of the 'Other woman' needing saving from 'the Other man' by the 

European as it was used in colonial and Oriental discourses (Castro Varela/Dhawan 2020: 

207). In addition, Wegner takes the crime as an opportunity to call for political consequences 

(MAZ 10.08.2021). The analysis results thus indicate that “honour killings” continue to serve 

as supposed “proof” of a constructed civilsational gap between 'the West' and 'Islam' 

(Shooman 2014: 76 f.) and that the body of the "Other Woman" is still instrumentalised as 

“ideological battleground” for political purposes (Castro Varela/Dhawan 2020: 207). Relating 

these findings from postcolonial research to the results of the analysis results and the theory of 

anti-Muslim racism, it becomes clear that the dominant, culturally-racist representation of 

certain femicides serves to maintain and stabilise existing power relations, the core functions 

of anti-Muslim racism (Attia 2007: 18). 
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7. Conclusion 

 

Focusing on the supranational and -cultural phenomenon of femicide − the gender-related 

killing of women and girls (Laurent et al. 2013: 4) – and the charge that German news 

coverage on this topic conveys racism (Deutschlandfunk Kultur 2021a), the aim of this thesis 

was to answer the question as to how the representation of femicides in German news reports 

is racialising. In order to answer this question, based on a theoretical framework of a broad 

conceptualisation of femicide, as well as Iman Attia’s theory of anti-Muslim racism and 

Stuart Hall’s theory of racial stereotypes, a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of 76 online 

articles published by four local and regional German newspapers was conducted.  

The results of the analysis of two femicide cases in Germany, Dorota L. and Maryam H., 

indicate that in the context of German news media, femicides occuring in the 'German 

majority society' are no longer trivialised as “crimes of passion”or “family tragedies” – as it 

had been the case until recently (Wischnewski 2018). Rather, they are termed “femicides” and 

contextualised within the structural dimension of violence against women. Femicides 

associated with the Muslim-marked minority however continue to be almost exclusively 

termed “honour killings” in news articles, as well as representing the perpetrators as 

belonging to “another world”, characterised by misogynist, archaic values, and 'lacking 

integration'. The Muslim-marked femicide victim is, as the analysis revealed, represented as 

existing between “two worlds” and as striving towards a 'Western lifestyle' in Germany, 

characterised by freedom, self-determination and modernity.  

Thus, with regard to the research question, it can be stated that the representation of femicide 

in German news reports is racialising in that there are, for one, differences in the labelling of 

femicides and the emphasis on the origin of the victims − depending on whether they are 

marked as Muslim or assigned to the 'German majority society'. Moreover, central aspects of 

the racialisation of Muslim-marked people can be identified in the reporting, as well as the 

drawing on gendered racial stereotypes. The motive for the killing of Maryam H. is addressed 

in connection with the cultural background of the perpetrators and their supposed 'lack of 

integration', whereas in the Dorota L. case, the perpetrator’s motive is addressed with regard 

to his personality and individual psychological state. The results of this analysis thus coincide 

with the findings of other scholars who conducted studies on so-called “honour killings” in 
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national news media in Sweden (Reimers 2007), Germany and the Netherlands 

(Korteweg/Yurdakul 2009; ibid. 2010), as well as Canada (Shier/Shor 2016).  

This thesis contributes to research on femicide and cultural racism by complementing the 

findings of the previous studies concerning racialising representations of femicides in news 

reports. However, since the sample of articles analysed is rather limited and the conclusions 

can not be generalised, further research on this topic should be conducted with regard to not 

only online and printed newspaper articles, but also other German news media, such as TV 

and radio broadcasting. Furthermore, case-based research could also consider social media 

like Twitter or Instagram to gather material, as it could provide more concrete insights into 

the political debate and public perceptions on the cases. Moreover, future research conducted 

in other European countries could shed light on whether femicide representation and the ways 

of racialisation of Muslim-marked people is similar across Europe. With regard to the IMER 

field and the analysis results, examining the question as to how far political discourses on 

integration are racialising could be another research project of interest. 

Femicide research does, as this thesis has shown, face a variety of challenges, such as 

insufficient national statistics on femicide, which are needed for comparative cross-national 

studies (Weil 2016a: 1132), as well as the lack of canonical definition of femicide in 

academia, one which does not include any racialising representations itself. With regard to 

further research, it should be noted that while femicide in general continues to be an 

understudied topic, this particularly holds true for the nexus of femicide and racialisation – a 

research gap which needs to be tackled. 
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Appendix I: Central Themes of the Articles Analysed 

 

Case of Dorota L.: 

MAZ 12.05.2020  Context of the Crime as Violent Crime 

(Gewaltverbrechen) 

MAZ 14.05.2020  Context of the Crime as Violent Crime 

(Gewaltverbrechen) 

MAZ 29.03.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

MAZ 10.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

 The Concept of Femicide, Femicide as Lethal Intimate 

Partner Violence 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

MAZ 12.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

MAZ 13.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator and Contrasting it with other Persons present 

in the Court Room  

MAZ 16.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 17.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

MAZ 27.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator and Contrasting it with other Persons present 

in the Court Room 

MAZ 28.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator and Contrasting it with other Persons present 

in the Court Room 

MAZ 03.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator and Contrasting it with other Persons present 

in the Court Room 

MAZ 11.05.2021a  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 11.05.2021b  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 



 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 17.05.2021a  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 17.05.2021b  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Concept of Femicide 

MAZ 20.05.2021a  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

MAZ 20.05.2021b  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 21.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Judgement) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

MAZ 01.02.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Judgement) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

PNN 12.05.2020  Context of the Crime 

 The Concept of Femicide, Femicide as Lethal Intimate 

Partner Violence 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

PNN 14.05.2020  Context of the Crime 

 The Concept of Femicide 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

PNN 21.06.2020  Context of the Crime 

 The Concept of Femicide 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

PNN 30.03.2021  Context of the Crime 

 The Concept of Femicide 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

PNN 15.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

PNN 27.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

 Mentioning the Nationality of the Victim 

PNN 04.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 



 Mentioning the Nationality of the Victim 

PNN 11.05.2021a  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

PNN 11.05.2021b  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

PNN 16.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

 The Concept of Femicide 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

 Mentioning the Nationality of the Victim 

PNN 18.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

 Mentioning the Nationality of the Victim 

PNN 20.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Judgement) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

PNN 28.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Judgement) 

BZ 29.03.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

BZ 12.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator, Contrasting it with other Persons present in 

the Court Room 

BZ 27.04.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator, Contrasting it with other Persons present in 

the Court Room 

BZ 11.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

BZ 19.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 



 The Concept of Femicide 

 Violence against Women as structural Issue 

BZ 20.05.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Judgement) 

 Comments on the Behaviour and Character of the 

Perpetrator 

 

 

Case of Maryam H.: 

MAZ 10.08.2021  The Crime and its Context 

 The political Integration Debate  

 The Terminology Debate 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

MAZ 25.02.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

MAZ 02.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The political Integration Debate  

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

MAZ 11.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 06.08.2021  The Crime and its Context 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 07.08.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences 

 The political Integration Debate  

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 09.08.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 10.8.2021  The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 12.08.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 13.08.2021  The Terminology Debate 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 



 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 27.12.2021  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 20.01.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 18.02.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 01.03.2022  Context of the Crime  

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 02.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 04.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 09.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

BZ 11.03.2022  Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

06.08.2021 

 The Crime and its Context 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

08.08.2021 

 The Crime and its Context 

 The political Integration Debate  

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

09.08.2021a 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

09.08.2021b 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

10.08.2021a 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

10.08.2021b 

 The Crime and its Context 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate  

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 



 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

12.08.2021 

 The Crime and its Context 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

19.08.2021a 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

19.08.2021b 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

02.03.2022a 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

02.03.2022b 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

02.03.2022c 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

02.03.2022d 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case, 

Bill of Indictment) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

04.03.2022 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

09.03.2022 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

11.03.2022 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Motif of the “Two Worlds” 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

16.03.2022a 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

16.03.2022b 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 



 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

24.03.2022 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Paralleling this Case with the Hatun S. Case 

 The Terminology Debate 

 The political Integration Debate 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

Berliner Morgenpost 

30.03.2022 

 Context of the Crime and its Consequences (Court Case) 

 Mentioning the Nationality of Victim and Perpetrators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix II: Detailed Analysis Articles 

 

 

Prozessbeginn in Potsdam       30.03.2021, 06:43 Uhr 

 

Werderaner wegen Mordes angeklagt 
 

Der 65-Jährige ertränkte seine Frau in einem Teich. Seinem Sohn schoss er ins 

Gesicht, als dieser seiner Mutter helfen wollte.  
GUDRUN JANICKE 

 

 
Nach der Tat fuhr der Beschuldigte gegen eine Hauswand im Industriegebiet in Plötzin. FOTO: 

JULIAN STÄHLE 

Potsdam - Nachdem ihr Mann sie niedergestochen und ihren Kopf in einem Teich unter 

Wasser gedrückt haben soll, ist eine Frau gestorben. Am Montag hat der Prozess gegen den 

65-Jährigen vor dem Landgericht Potsdam begonnen. Der Mann sei wegen Mordes angeklagt, 

sagte Gerichtssprecher Sascha Beck. Die Tat ereignete sich im Mai vergangenen Jahres. Nach 

der Tat sprachen frauenpolitische Verbände von einem sogenannten Femizid. Damit ist 

die Tötung von Frauen aufgrund ihres Geschlechts gemeint. Am gestrigen ersten Prozesstag 

sei die Anklageschrift verlesen worden (21 Ks 10/20, 486 Js 19014/20). Der 65-Jährige habe 

zunächst nur persönliche Angaben gemacht und sich nicht zu den Vorwürfen äußern müssen, 

sagte Beck. 

Die Frau wollte sich laut Anklage von ihrem Partner trennen und war mit ihren beiden 

Kindern aus dem gemeinsamen Haus in eine Ferienwohnung in Werder (Havel) gezogen. 

Dort habe sie sich an dem Tag mit den Kindern und einer Freundin aufgehalten, als der 

Ehemann aufgetaucht sei. Er habe sie mit einer Schreckschusspistole bedroht, heißt es in der 

Anklageschrift. 

https://www.pnn.de/images/nach-mutmasslichem-totschlag-der-ehefrau-in-glindow-werder-havel-fuhr-ein-64-jaehriger-am-11-05-sein-auto-gegen-die-wand-im-industriegebiet-in-ploetzin/27052954/2-format43.jpg
https://www.pnn.de/images/nach-mutmasslichem-totschlag-der-ehefrau-in-glindow-werder-havel-fuhr-ein-64-jaehriger-am-11-05-sein-auto-gegen-die-wand-im-industriegebiet-in-ploetzin/27052954/2-format43.jpg
https://www.pnn.de/potsdam-mittelmark/angriff-von-noch-ehemann-frau-stirbt-nach-gewalttat-in-glindow/25824080.html
https://www.pnn.de/potsdam-mittelmark/interview-gewalt-gegen-frauen-wird-verharmlost/25180670.html
https://www.pnn.de/brandenburg/gewalt-gegen-frauen-in-brandenburg-haeusliche-gewalt-muss-raus-aus-der-tabu-ecke/25864922.html
https://www.pnn.de/themen/werder-havel/
https://www.pnn.de/images/nach-mutmasslichem-totschlag-der-ehefrau-in-glindow-werder-havel-fuhr-ein-64-jaehriger-am-11-05-sein-auto-gegen-die-wand-im-industriegebiet-in-ploetzin/27052954/2-format43.jpg


Sohn mit Schreckschusspistole ins Gesicht geschossen 

Die Frau flüchtete der Anklage zufolge aus der Wohnung und rutschte in einen Teich auf dem 

Gelände. Der Angeklagte soll sie mit einem Messer attackiert und bis zu viermal zugestochen 

haben. Dabei sei unter anderem die Lunge lebensgefährlich verletzt worden. Außerdem soll 

der Angeklagte sein Opfer mit dem Kopf unter Wasser gedrückt haben bis er sicher gewesen 

sei, dass seine Frau tot war, hieß es.  

Als der Sohn versucht habe, seiner Mutter zu helfen, habe ihm der Vater mit der 

Schreckschusspistole ins Gesicht geschossen. Einen weiteren Zeugen, der ebenfalls zu Hilfe 

kommen wollte, soll der 65-Jährige mit Messer und Schreckschusspistole bedroht haben, so 

die Anklageschrift. 

Nach der Tat flüchtete der Beschuldigte nach den Angaben mit seinem Auto und fuhr gegen 

eine Wand. Er erlitt dabei schwere Verletzungen. Insgesamt zehn Verhandlungstage wurden 

anberaumt. Der nächste Prozesstag ist der 12. April, dann werden erste Zeugen gehört, 

unter anderem der Sohn.   

Was sollte man tun, wenn man einen Verdacht hat? Wie kann man helfen?  

Die Berater des bundesweiten Hilfetelefon „Gewalt gegen Frauen“, die unter der kostenlosen 

Nummer 08000 116 016 zu erreichen sind,  helfen nicht nur betroffenen Frauen, sondern 

beraten auch und gerade Nachbarn, Freunde und Angehörige. Gemeinsam wird überlegt, wie 

in der jeweiligen Situation von Gewalt betroffene Frauen am besten unterstützt werden 

können. Außerdem gibt es in Deutschland das Gewaltschutzgesetz, das unter anderem die 

Möglichkeit einer Wegweisung vorsieht. Der Täter kann damit vor Ort ohne richterlichen 

Beschluss der Wohnung verwiesen werden. So bleiben von Gewalt betroffene Frauen und 

Kinder geschützt in der Wohnung.  

 

Eva Schmid 

(dpa) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pnn.de/brandenburg/wer-schlaegt-geht/22369238.html


Prozess in Berlin: 

Ehrenmord-Prozess beginnt: Die zwei Welten der 

Maryam H. 

Maryam H. musste sterben, weil sie gegen die archaischen Wertvorstellungen ihrer 

afghanischen Familie verstieß. Ab März stehen ihre Brüder vor Gericht. 

Katrin Bischoff, 18.2.2022 - 20:06 Uhr 

 

Twitter Maryam H. 

 

Koffer, bis 70 kg, Berlin – mit diesen Stichworten soll Seyed Yousuf H. im Internet 

nach einem großen Reisegepäck gesucht haben. Das muss Anfang Juli des 

vergangenen Jahres gewesen sein. Ein paar Tage, nachdem er und sein jüngerer 

Bruder Sayed Mahdi H. ihrer Schwester und deren beiden Kindern Nila* und 

Esmat* im Wohnheim in Lichtenberg ein scheinbar harmloses Spiel vorgeschlagen 

hatten. Kommt Kinder, wir wollen mal sehen, wie groß und schwer ihr seid, sollen 

die Onkel sinngemäß gesagt haben. Dann bestimmten sie die Größe des damals 

neunjährigen Mädchens und ihres 13 Jahre alten Bruders sowie ihr Gewicht. So 

berichtete es Esmat vier Monate später in einer richterlichen Videobefragung. 

https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/autoren/katrin-bischoff--li.19


Bei dem Spiel sollte auch Maryam H. mitmachen, Nilas und Esmats Mutter. Ahnte 

die 34-Jährige da schon, dass es ihre Brüder Yousuf und Mahdi auf sie abgesehen 

hatten? Dass sie nur wissen wollten, ob ihre Schwester in einen großen Koffer mit 

einer Traglast von 70 Kilogramm passen würde? Nur eine Woche nach dem 

seltsamen Spiel war Maryam H. tot, mutmaßlich ermordet – im Namen der Ehre. 

Anfang März beginnt vor einer Schwurgerichtskammer des Berliner Landgerichts 

der Prozess gegen den 27-jährigen Yousuf H. und seinen 23-jährigen Bruder Mahdi 

H. Den aus Afghanistan stammenden Männern wird der Mord an Maryam H. 

vorgeworfen. Sie sollen ihre ältere Schwester am 13. Juli des vergangenen 

Jahres gemeinschaftlich handelnd und aus niedrigen Beweggründen getötet haben. 

„Ich gehe davon aus, dass es die Brüder waren. Die Indizien gegen sie sind 

erdrückend“, sagt der Opferanwalt Roland Weber, der in dem Verfahren die beiden 

Kinder der getöteten Frau vertritt. 

Der Mord an Maryam H. hat im vergangenen Sommer die Debatte um den Begriff 

des Ehrenmords im Berliner Wahlkampf bestimmt. Die 

damalige Integrationssenatorin Elke Breitenbach (Linke) lehnte es zunächst ab, die 

Tat als Ehrenmord zu bewerten. Vielmehr habe es sich um einen Femizid 

gehandelt, wie er jeden dritten Tag in Deutschland vorkomme. Franziska Giffey 

hingegen, damals noch SPD-Kandidatin für das Amt der Regierenden 

Bürgermeisterin, in das sie später gewählt wurde, benannte den Tod von Maryam 

H. als klaren Ehrenmord. 

Die Tat hatte deutschlandweit für Aufsehen gesorgt, weil die Angeklagten ihre 

Schwester wegen ihres westlichen Lebensstils umgebracht und ihre Leiche in 

einem Koffer nach Bayern gebracht und dort verscharrt haben sollen. Der 

Lebensstil von Maryam H., so heißt es, habe nicht den altertümlichen 

Moralvorstellungen der Familie entsprochen. 

Maryam H. war eine Afghanin, die auf den Weg war, sich in Berlin zu 

emanzipieren. Sie lebte in zwei Welten. In ihrer alten Welt, in der sie 

zwangsverheiratet wurde und die geprägt war von einer archaisch-patriarchalischen 

Familienstruktur, in der Frauen nichts zu sagen haben und für einen Verstoß gegen 

https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/news/polizeibericht-berlin/berlin-zwei-maenner-sollen-eigene-schwester-ermordet-haben-untersuchungshaft-li.175461
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/mensch-metropole/war-es-ein-ehrenmord-oder-ein-femizid-li.176016?pid=true
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/mensch-metropole/war-es-ein-ehrenmord-oder-ein-femizid-li.176016?pid=true


die tradierten Wertvorstellungen und damit gegen die vermeintliche Ehre der 

Familie hart bestraft werden – auch mit dem Tod. 

Und sie lebte in ihrer neuen Welt in Berlin, in der sie sich immer besser 

zurechtfand, die sie selbstbewusst machte. Eine Welt, in der sie körperbetonte 

Kleidung trug, einen lockeren Umgang mit dem Kopftuch pflegte, in der sie mit 

ihrem neuen Lebenspartner, den sie liebte, zusammenleben wollte. Eine Welt, die 

ihre Brüder ihr offenbar versagen wollten. 

Maryam H. stammt aus einer erzkonservativen Familie. Mit 16 Jahren wird sie in 

ihrer Heimat Afghanistan mit einem deutlich älteren Mann zwangsverheiratet. Ihre 

beiden Kinder Esmat und Nila gehen aus der Ehe hervor, in der Maryam H. 

geschlagen und erniedrigt wird. 2015 flieht sie mit ihren Kindern und dem jüngeren 

Bruder Mahdi nach Deutschland. Drei Jahre später lässt sie sich von ihrem 

gewalttätigem Ehemann scheiden. Als er ihr nachstellt, erwirkt sie ein 

Annäherungsverbot. 

2019 zieht Maryam H. mit ihren Kindern in ein Flüchtlingsheim in Lichtenberg: 

Zwei kleine Zimmer mit integrierter Küche und Bad – die Verheißung eines 

selbstbestimmten Lebens. Maryam H. macht einen Deutschkurs, lernt andere 

Frauen kennen, die ihr Leben in die eigenen Hände genommen haben. Sie kleidet 

sich modern, ist frisch verliebt in einen anderen Mann. 

Ihr jüngerer Bruder Mahdi lebt zu dieser Zeit in einer Wohnung in der Reuterstraße 

in Neukölln. Yousuf H., der ältere Bruder, ist nach der Flucht im bayerischen 

Donauwörth heimisch geworden. Es heißt, Maryam H. habe sich immer um ihre 

kleinen Brüder gekümmert, sie geliebt. Nun aber fürchtet sie sich vor ihnen. 

Denn da ist die Scheidung von ihrem Ehemann, die für die Familie einen 

Ehrverlust bedeutet. Maryam H. ist die erste Geschiedene in der Verwandtschaft, 

noch dazu hat sie die Trennung betrieben. Deswegen wird sie von ihrem Vater 

verstoßen. Ihr neuer Partner soll den Ermittlern erzählt haben, Maryam H. habe von 

ihrer Schwester erfahren, dass sich Verwandte Gedanken machten, was mit ihr, der 



Abtrünnigen, geschehen soll. Die Mutter habe sich gegen eine Tötung 

ausgesprochen, heißt es. 

Die Brüder Yousuf und Mahdi sollen fortan auf ihre Schwester aufpassen, sie 

kontrollieren. Als sie den neuen Lebensgefährten bei ihrer Schwester antreffen, 

sollen sie ihn mit einem Messer bedroht und ihn zusammengeschlagen haben. Sie 

verbieten dem Paar den Umgang. 

Doch Maryam H. will ihren neuen Partner heiraten. Sie versucht, sich auch nach 

islamischen Recht von ihrem Ehemann zu trennen. Yousuf H. ist nun öfter in 

Berlin, öfter bei seiner Schwester. Er und Mahdi H. untersagen ihr offenbar, sich 

mit Freundinnen oder Männern zu treffen. Sie passen auf, dass sich ihre Schwester 

züchtig kleidet. Sind sie nicht bei Maryam H., rufen sie ihre Schwester an, fragen 

nach, wo sie sei. 

Es habe Schläge gegeben, sollen die Kinder von Maryam H. bei ihrer 

Videovernehmung ausgesagt haben. Und auch das berichteten sie wohl: Sohn 

Esmat wird beauftragt, die Mutter zu kontrollieren. Er muss Yousuf und Mahdi H. 

nicht mehr bedienen, darf bei ihnen sitzen, wird angehalten, seine Mutter zu 

schlagen, sollte sie zu spät nach Hause komme. So soll er zum Mann im Haus 

erzogen werden. 

Die Ermittler sind sich sicher, dass Maryam H. schon lange Angst hatte, von ihren 

Brüdern umgebracht zu werden. Es gibt ein Video, das eine Mitbewohnerin von ihr 

gemacht haben soll. Es zeigt Maryam H. offenbar tanzend, ohne Kopftuch und 

angetrunken in einer Shishabar. Bei einer Zeugenvernehmung eineinhalb Jahre vor 

ihrem Tod in einer anderen Sache soll sie bei der Polizei ausgesagt haben, dass ihre 

Brüder sie töten würden, wenn sie das Video zu Gesicht bekämen. 

Ist ihnen ein Mord nachzuweisen? Es gibt viele Indizien, die die Polizei nach dem 

Verschwinden von Maryam H. und nach dem Auffinden ihrer Leiche 

zusammengetragen hat. Doch es gibt nach Angaben der Verteidiger von Mahdi H. 

keinen Nachweis eines Tatorts und einer Tathandlung, keine Tatwaffe und auch 

kein Motiv. „Ein Mord im Namen der Ehre – das ist Lyrik“, sagt Mirko Röder, der 



Sprecher der Verteidigung von Mahdi H. Es handele sich um eine Vorverurteilung 

durch die Politik. 

Dagegen geht die Staatsanwaltschaft davon aus, dass die Angeklagten am 13. Juli 

des vergangenen Jahres ihre Schwester unter einem Vorwand aus dem Haus 

lockten, angeblich, um sich mit ihr eine Wohnung in Neukölln anzusehen. Am 

Nachmittag sollen sie Maryam H. gemeinschaftlich getötet haben. 

Die Leiche legten sie wohl in einen großen schwarzen Rollkoffer, den sie am 

Vormittag des Tattages in der Primark-Filiale am Alexanderplatz kauften. Ein Taxi 

brachte die Brüder mit dem Gepäckstück von der Reuterstraße zum Bahnhof 

Südkreuz in Schöneberg. Um 16.33 Uhr kamen Yousuf und Mahdi H. den 

Ermittlungen zufolge dort an. Mehrere Überwachungskameras filmten sie. Auf den 

Videos soll zu sehen sein, wie sie einen sichtbar schweren und deutlich 

ausgebeulten Koffer zu zweit durch die belebte Bahnhofshalle schleppten. 

Mehrmals mussten sie ihr Gepäckstück absetzen. 

So verpassten sie offenbar ihren Zug, mussten eine Stunde am Gleis 3 warten. Um 

17.52 Uhr zeichnete eine Kamera auf, wie die Männer den schweren Koffer in den 

ICE nach Donauwörth wuchteten. Auch was nach ihrer Ankunft in Bayern geschah, 

haben die Mordermittler rekonstruieren können. 

Demnach fuhr Mahdi H. in den frühen Morgenstunden des nächsten Tages zurück 

nach Berlin, während sich sein Bruder von seiner Freundin von Donauwörth in das 

30 Kilometer weit entfernte Holzkirchen fahren ließ – mit dem schweren 

Gepäckstück im Kofferraum. Es habe einen Unfall gegeben, sie solle ihm 

vertrauen, soll Yousuf H. seiner Freundin erklärt haben, bevor er allein mit dem 

Koffer in einem Waldstück verschwand. 

Schon kurz nach ihrem Verschwinden hatte der Freund von Maryam H. seine 

Lebensgefährtin als vermisst gemeldet. Er hatte sie nicht mehr auf dem Handy 

erreicht, wusste, dass sie mit ihren Brüdern verabredet war. Die Polizei ging sehr 

schnell davon aus, dass Maryam H. einem Verbrechen zum Opfer gefallen war. 



Die Ermittler befragten die Brüder, vernahmen auch die Freundin von Yousuf H., 

die sich in Widersprüche verwickelte. Als ihr ein Verfahren wegen Strafvereitelung 

drohte, soll sie die Ermittler an den Ortsausgang nach Holzkirchen geführt haben, 

dorthin, wo Yousuf H. mit einem Spaten und dem Koffer im Wald verschwunden 

war, dann zum Grab von Maryam H. 

Die Ermittler mussten nicht tief graben. In 30 Zentimeter Tiefe stießen sie auf die 

Leiche. Mund und Nase der Toten waren mit Klebeband umwickelt, der Kopf 

steckte in einer blauen Plastiktüte. Die Frau starb durch Drosseln, Würgen und 

einen tiefen Kehlschnitt, erklärte die Staatsanwaltschaft. Auch die Handgelenke 

waren mit Klebeband umwickelt. Hier sollen die Kriminaltechniker ein Stück von 

einem abgerissenen Einweghandschuh sichergestellt haben – mit der DNA von 

Mahdi H., dem jüngeren Bruder des Opfers. Am 3. August wurden die Brüder von 

Maryam H. festgenommen. Seitdem sitzen sie in Untersuchungshaft. 

Für Petra Koch-Knöbel zeigt der Fall der getöteten Afghanin erschreckende 

Parallelen zu dem Mord an Hatun Sürücü, jener jungen Frau, die 2005 von ihrem 

jüngeren Bruder in Tempelhof erschossen wurde. Sürücü wollte sich aus dem 

archaischen Verbund ihrer in der Türkei lebenden Familie lösen, ihr eigenes, 

westlich orientiertes Leben führen und ihren Sohn Can allein großziehen. Koch-

Knöbel ist Sprecherin des Arbeitskreises gegen Zwangsverheiratung und zugleich 

Gleichstellungsbeauftragte im Bezirksamt Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg. Wie Hatun 

Sürücü sei auch Maryam H. zwangsverheiratet worden, sagt sie. Sie habe sich dann 

von ihrem Ehemann getrennt und damit gegen die tradierten Wertvorstellungen 

ihrer Familie verstoßen. 

Nach ihren Angaben sind Zwangsverheiratungen auch in Berlin keine Seltenheit. 

Bei der jüngsten Befragung von Institutionen und Beratungsstellen im Jahr 2017 

seien 570 Fälle von durch Zwang vollzogenen oder angebahnten Hochzeiten 

gemeldet worden, 24 Prozent mehr als bei der Befragung zuvor aus dem Jahr 2013. 

529 Frauen und Mädchen begehrten Hilfe und auch 41 Jungen und junge Männer. 

Die Dunkelziffer soll sehr viel höher liegen. 



Auch zu sogenannten Ehrenmorden komme es immer wieder. „Wir können 

Mädchen und Frauen und auch jungen Männern, die sich aus ihrem traditionellen 

Familienverbund lösen wollen, helfen. Dafür müssen sie aber auch Hilfe zulassen“, 

sagt Koch-Knöbel. Meist wollten die Betroffenen den Kontakt zu ihren Familien 

jedoch nicht vollständig abbrechen. Dass diese Entscheidung ihr Todesurteil sein 

könnte, sei vielen nicht bewusst. 

Yousuf und Mahdi H. haben die Vorwürfe der Staatsanwaltschaft abgestritten. Sie 

gaben wohl an, dass in dem Koffer Kleidung und Gegenstände aus Glas gewesen 

seien. Mirko Röder, der Sprecher der Verteidigung des jüngeren Bruders, erklärt, 

die Angeklagten seien damals ohne Anwälte vernommen worden. Beschuldigte von 

Tötungsdelikten und Organisierter Kriminalität hätten ein Recht auf Verteidigung. 

„Aus diesem Recht muss endlich eine Pflicht werden“, fordert Röder. 

Für den Mordprozess hat die Schwurgerichtskammer Verhandlungstage bis in den 

August terminiert. Ob das reichen wird, ist unklar. Mirko Röder kündigt ein langes 

und konfliktreiches Verfahren an. Der Jurist ist sich sicher, dass es der 

Staatsanwaltschaft schwerfallen werde, die angeklagte Tat zu beweisen. 

Esmat und Nila, die Kinder von Maryam H., sind Nebenkläger in dem Prozess. Sie 

befinden sich seit dem Verschwinden ihrer Mutter in Obhut des Jugendamtes. 

Yousuf und Mahdi H. sollen vor ihrer Festnahme versucht haben, die Kinder zu 

Verwandten zu bringen. 

*Namen geändert 

 


